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Bishop Dibelius_on Confirmation and"{outh Dedication" 


(Berlin) - East German youth cannot enter whole-heartedly into both confirmation 
and the “Youth Dedication" ceremonies sponsored by the government, Bishop Otto 
Dibelius said recently. 


Rejecting the idea that the Protestant Church had changed its mind about the 
incompatibility between confirmation and "Youth Dedication," (see EPS No. 47) 
Dr. Dibelius was quoted in "Die Kirche", a Berlin Sunday newspaper, as saying, 
"Tt is impossible for a child to accept the doctrine of materialism (which we 
have been expressly told is to be understood as atheistic) and then to be con- 
firmed and to bear witness to Jesus Christ." 


"Of course the Church is not thinking of simply writing off all the boys and 
girls who attend the ‘Youth Dedication’, the Bishop continued. "It knows all 
too well that in countless cases they do so only because their parents are afraid 
that otherwise their children will not be aduwitted to any form of higher educa- 
tion - as has often been threatened. The Church will therefore still admit to 
confirmation those young people who have attended the ‘Youth Dedication' only 
half-heartedly. But a time lapse must be allowed, and the Church must be cer- 
tain that these boys and girls really wish to be confirmed in the Christian 
faith and to reject atheism." 
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Questioned whether the new church regulations meant a relaxing of the former 
strict rule that "those attending the 'Youth Dedication’ cannot be admitted to 
confirmation", Dibelius replied, "There has never been a prohibition in that sense. 
No Christian church can take the view that decisions for or against the faith are 
irrevocable; the doors of the Church are always open wide to all who do not wish 
their lives to be determined by the scepticism of our time." 


Commenting further in a New Year's radio address, the Bishop stressed the fact 
that despite "the temptation to relax a little" the situation in general remained 
unchanged. While a few pastors in the German Democratic Republic had received 
previously refused visas, and occasionally young Christians had been admitted to 
the grammar schools and universities formerly closed to them,the attempts "to trans- 
form people's mentality and persuade them to free themselves from the Christian 
faith and accept the ideology of materialism" had continued with the tremendous 
thoroughness peculiar to Germany. 


Bishop Dibelius closed his radio remarks with the statement, "The message of 
Jesus Christ is still being preached and heard in Eastern Germany. Whether that 
will continue so during the new year we do not know. That is in God's hands. 

The Church can only pray to Him to help it through these times and to give it coure- 
age." EPS, Geneva 


CCIA Director Praised for Human Rights Achievement 


(New York) - Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde was praised in December for his role in ad= 
vocating reference to human rights in the United Nations Charter and in formulating 
the Declaration of Human Rights. 


At a banquet celebrating the 10th anniversary of the adoption of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights held in New York, Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt and Dr. 
Jacob Blaustein both referred appreciatively to the work of Dr. Nolde, who is 
director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint agency 
of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


Mrs. Roosevelt, who is chairman of the UN commission which produced the 
Universal Declaration, adopted in Paris by the United Nations ten years ago, said 
that Dr. Nolde had been influential when the UN was founded at San Francisco in 
1945. She said he had bcoen faithful in attending the 85 committee meetings held 
at Paris in 1948 when the Declaration was written and had served as consultant and 
advisor to the drafting group. 


Dr. Blaustein, president of the American Association for the United Nations, 
said that Dr. Nolde was spokesman for a group of leaders of private organizations 
who met the then American Secretary of State, Edward Stettinius, in San Francisco, 
when it seemed there would be no reference to human rights in the UN charter. The 
meeting resulted in the drive to include human rights in the document. 


In an address delivered to a conference of non-governmental leaders held to 
‘assess the prescnt status of the declaration and make plans for its future imple- 
mentation, Dr. Nolde said that “in proclaiming the Declaration as a standard of 
achiovement for all peoples and all nations, the United Nations has underscored 
the universal applicability of the rights therein set forth", 


Declaring that other "historic documents of liberty" such as the British Magna 
Carta, the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen and the American 
Bill of Rights were “conceived in settings of national life", Dr. Nolde went on: 


————rreSS 
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"In adopting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, governments representing the 
greater part of the world's population have reached agreement on the broad defini- 
tion of human rights and fundamental freedoms, This achievement", he affirmed, 
"finds no precedent in history." 


Underlying the importance in the UN declaration of "the grounds upon which man 
can lay claim to rights and freedoms in society", the CCIA director said it was 
Clear from the text that "governments cannot grant the human rights but can only 
recognize the rights which are inherent in the nature and dignity of man. This 
distinction between recognition and granting, according to Dr. Nolde, "has consider- 
able significance for the ideological conflict insofar as it relates to the obscr- 
vance of human rights today". 


Remarking that "while there are here and there some bright spots on the world 
scene, the violations of human rights, it must be admitted are as extensive and 
poignant as they were ten years ago", Dr. Nolde asked whether this meant the 
Declaration should be discarded as lacking impact. He said that "there is no 
disposition to discard the Ten Commandments or the Sermon on the Mount merely 
because people have not uniformly conformed their lives to these standards" and 
emphasized that the Unive 1 Declaration as a standard is “ever at hand to direct 
and encourage or to convict and condemn". 


Looking to the future, Dr. Nolde described the draft convenants on Human Rights 
as not yet in a satisfactory or adequate form. He said that the international 
climate was not at present favourable to conclusion of binding treaties about in- 
plementing rights internationally. However, Dr. Nolde said that "the assistance 
of the international community, particularly through the United Nations, would be 
more fully utilized within the limits of existing legal possibilities". 

BPS, Geneva 


Anglican Synod Studics Merger Move 


(Wellington, New Zealand) - Measures designed to be the first step toward a merger 
with other New Zealand churches were approved by the Triennial General Synod of the 
Anglican Church of New Zealand in a late December meeting. 


By its vote the Synod cleared the way for entrance into “exploratory conver- 
sations" with a joint standing committce on union formed in November, Ae oY Popa od 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists and the Associated Churches of Christ. 
The proposal is similar to that adopted last November by the Church of the Province 
of Canada (Anglican) in regard to unity with the United Church of Canada, ; 


Limited intercommunion with the Church of South India was established by 
another vote of the Triennial General Synod. The Church of South India was 
formed in 1947 from former Anglican, IMcthodist, Presbyterian and Congrcegationalist 
churches, 


A proposal to establish a college to train Sunday school organizers, youth 


_ workers and directors of Christian education was approved "in principle" by the 


ecclesiastical body, which set up a special commission to study details of the 
plan. Speakers who presented the motion described the church's youth groups and 
Sunday schools as "a pale reflection of what they ought to be, and in some cases, 
a disgrace". EPS, Geneva 
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German Army Chaplaincy Discussed 

(Bonn) - Military chaplaincies in the West German Armed Forces present "an oppor- 
tunity for church work among men which is not sufficiently recognized by many 
churches," Bishop Hermann Kunst, head of the office responsible for the chaplains' 
work, told visiting Protestant journalists from Holland, France, Austria, Germany 
and Switzerland at a December meeting held by the Federal Government's Press and 
Information Office at Bonn. 


| 

Bishop Kunst cited good attendance at the army's religious services and the 
interest of the young soldiers in the voluntary "Instruction for Living" discuss— 
ions as indicating that the best chaplains were only "just good enough" for the 
task. The typical modern chaplain, he told the visiting newsmen, was a "capable 
pastor" who knows how to deal with young people. The bishop stressed the fact 
that the office he heads does not want “officers in Lutheran gowns" but men who 
will foster the spiritual welfare of the troops. He also pointed out the value 
of the ecumenical experience available to a young man in the forces, who partici- 
pates in the programmes of the Landeskirchen at work in the area where he is sta- 
tioned rather than following a sct programme of religious services established 
Within an army framework. 


The much-criticized treaty on spiritual care in the armed forces by which the 
Federal Government and the Landeskirchen established the chaplaincy programme was 
described as providing "the maximum of unity on the Protestant side," and as "the 
very best that a state can do". Bishop Kunst pointed out that no state in the 
world granted as much freedom of expression to its chaplains as West Germany. 

While chaplains are obliged to make clear the critical position of the Evangeliche 

Kirchendienst on the atomic question and were expected to show “inner fairness" 

in carrying out their duties, they were free to condemn atomic weapons for reasons 

of conscience and could take a position in support of conscientious objection to 

military service. The bishop also made it clear that while young West Germans 

could refuse military service for reasons of conscience, they could also consent 

to it"with a good conscience," Illustrating the broad scope of the treaty be_ 

tween the government and the churches, he said the question of atomic arms had 

been envisaged when the treaty was ratified so that alteration would not be necessary 

if the West German Army were so equipped. He also said the treaty made it possible 

to welcome practical cooperation with Roman Catholic ciergy in the armed forces. 
EPS, Geneva 


Contact Reestablished with Carpathian Church 


(Geneva) - An encouraging report concerning the life of the Reformed Church in the 
Transcarpathian Ukraine has been made by Professor Joseph Hromadka from Prague, 
one of the vice presidents of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, following 
his visit there at the invitation of the Reformed Church and the Baptist Church, 


Professor Hromadka was received by the Bishop of the Reformed Church, Adalbert 
Gencsy, at Uzhgorod, capital of the region. Formerly part of the Czechoslovak 
Republic, the area became a part of Russia at the end of World War II, and this 
visit marks the first contact since then of the Carpathian church with sister 
churches abroad. 


The Reformed Church, whose members are Hungarian speaking, has a membership 
of 90,000 in over 90 congregations, and more than 80 per cent of the young people 
have been confirmed. Members of the church are renovating by their own efforts 
a of their churches which underwent considerable damage during the course of 

he war. - 
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The Baptist Church in the area, which is in close cooperation with the 
Reformed Church, numbers over 5,000 Russian speaking members in 30 congregations. 
The churches are working together in the endeavour to raise the low standard of 
living of the local people and to climinate the marked class and national differ- 
ences. EPS, Geneva 


Council of Churches Set Up in Austria 


(Vienna) —~ A national council of churches in Austria was formed on December 12. 
Bishop Gerhard May of Vienna has been named chairman for the next two ycars. 


The new federation includes the Lutheran Church of the Augsburgian Confcssion, 
the Evangelical Reformed Church (Heidelberg Confession) , the Old Catholic Church 
and the Methodist Church. Austrian Baptists will send observers to the council 
and the Orthodox Church will take part in a study commission which has been in 
existence for 12 years. The new organization will seek to become "associated" 
with the World Council of Churches. 


Methodist Superintendent Ferdinand Mayr is vice-chairman. EPS, Geneva 


Armenian Bishop and Six Priests Expelled 


(Amman) - A bishop and six priests of the Armenian Gregorian Church have been 
expelled from the Jordanian sector of Jcrasalem, according to a report made on 
December 28 from Amman, Jordan. Three of the priests are American citizens. 
All seven clergymen are said to be followers of Patriarch-elect Tiran Nersoyan, 
also an American, who was expelled last August. In the present conflict within 
the Armenian Gregorian Church, Patriarch-clect Tiran has sought to maintain spi- 
ritual ties with the historic centre of Armenian church life in Etchmiadzin (in 
Soviet Armenia) and the Supreme Catholicos. 


Archbishop Yageshe Derderian, who was for many years locum tenens in charge 
of the Jerusalem Patriarchate of the Armenians, is said to be closely allied with 
the Catholicate of Cilicia (Cis), Lebanon, which has sovered its relations with 
the Supreme Catholicate of Etchmiadzin. BPS, Geneva 


Fund Established to Raise Hungarian Lutheran Pastors’ Salaries 


(Budapest) - A Central Fund has been established by the Hungarian Lutheran Church 
to help needy parishes, often composed of only a few hundred members, to raise 
the wages of their pastors. 


The fund, inaugurated on January 1, and planned to operate for the next four 
years, aims to bring a pastor's yearly minimum salary to 20,000 forints (about 
$800) . 


An estimate of 40,000 forints ($1,600) needed to finance the fund is based 
on the assumption that the government will continue to allocate to the church the 
extraordinary subsidy it granted provisionally until the ond of 1959 (see EPS 
No. 38, 1958). If the state subsidy is reduced by 50 por cent, as was originally | 
stipulated, the church will have to raise 1,000,000 forints ($40,000) annually 
to continue the fund. 


The general secretary of the National Board of the Hungarian Lutheran Church, 
Mr. Karl Griinvaldszky, will manage the Central Fund. EPS, Geneva 
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in Brief 


The Synod of the Anglican Church of the Province of Capetown approved by a 
large majority a resolution calling for the setting up of a racially intcgrated 
church school if a way of founding the school could be found. The decision 
followed challenges made by the South African Government earlier in 1958, when 
the Archbishop of Cape Town, Dr. Joost de Blank, criticized apartheid. 


tot eS 


Members of the United Church of Canada were asked to fast for one day before 
Christmas and contribute the money they saved to help raise half a million dollars 
for the church's world relief fund. Seven ministers in Ontario volunteered to 
begin by fasting for twenty-four hours. 


oO 


Bishop Ralph A. Ward, active as an American Methodist missionary leader in 
China since 1909, has died in Hong Kong at the age of 76 from rheumatic fever. 
The bishop spent three terms in China interspersed by administrative work in the 
United States on behalf of Mcthodist missions. He spent three years in a 
Japanese concentration camp during World War II. 


Lis lege 


The communist government of the South Indian state of Kerala has passed a new 
bill authorizing the taking over by the state of private schools considered to be 
inadequately run. The new legislation, like a previous bill (see BPS No. 42) is 
expected to be challenged before India's Supreme Court as contrary to safeguards 
of minority rights guaranteed under the national constitution. 


zTeliec 


The meeting of the World Presbyterian Alliance's General Council, scheduled 
for July 26 - August 6, and to be attended by delegates from 74 churches in all 
parts of the world, will meet in the First Independent Presbyterian Church of Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, instead of Campinas, in the same country, as originally announced. 
The change is due to the need for larger accommodation following heavy registra- 


tions. 
x * 


A split in the Jacobite Church of South India has been healed after nearly 
fifty years. The Orthodox Syrian Church of Malabar and the Malankara Jacobite 
Syrian Church have become reconciled. The Orthodox Syrians, formerly independent, 
have agreed to acknowledge the spiritual authority of the Patriarch Mar Ephraim 
in Homs, Syria. The Patriarch will also accept the Catholicos, head of the 
Orthodox group, as the autonomous head of the South Indian Syrian community. 


x * 


An Institute for Strategic Studies has been set up in London for the purpose 
of studying, on an international basis, defence and disarmament. A $150,000 
grant to finance the project for three years has been provided by the Ford Found- 
ation. Chairman of the institute is Sir Kenneth Grubb, who is also chairman of 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint agency of the 
World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


ah Sy 


The Pilgrim Hymnal, a new book compiled within the Congregational Christian 
Churches in the United Statos, has been published in Boston after five years of 


selection and research. ee 


—- 
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Bishop Albert Bereczky has resigned, after ten years as president of the 
Hungarian Reformed Church, at the age AE AOE. The bishop's resignation was sub- 
mitted for health reasons., His functions will be assumed by Bishop Blemér Gyory 
of the Trans-Danubian district wmtil the Church's goncral synod elects a successor. 


lea 


The Rev. Stcfano R. Moshi has been clected as the first African president of 
the 115,000 member Lutheran Church of Northern Tanganyika. Pastor Moshi had been 
vice-president of the church, which is a product of missionary work by the German 
Leipzig Mission and the Augustana Lutheran Church of North America. 


5 4ik,5 


Archbishop Walter Foster Barfoot, the Anglican Primate of Canada, retired on 
December 31, 1958. Dr. Barfoot will continue to act as Metropolitan of the 
Province of Rupert's Land. Archbishop Philip Carrington of Quebec will be acting 
Primate until the Church's General Synod clects a new Primate next September. 


MUS 


An inaugural meeting of forty-four doctors and other medical experts was 
held at Hong Kong from December 28 to January 1 to form an Bast Asia Conference 
on Christian Medical Work under the East Asia Christian Conference's auspices. 
The EACC is a consultative body for cooperation between churches and National 
Christian Councils in the area. 

* * 

The Association of Swiss Pastors has rejected a resolution against cquipping 
tho Swiss army with nuclear weapons. The resolution stated that the Pastors! 
Association respectcd the efforts of the Swiss authorities on behalf of national 
defence; but that the Scriptures forbade the use of weapons which destroy God's 
ercation to an extent hitherto unknown (see EPS No. 45, 1958). Over 36% of the 


pastors abstained from voting. 
aaa 


Father Louis Dion, an American Catholic, has obtained a visa for entry to 
the Soviet Union in order to work in Moscow at the American Embassy. The last 
Roman Catholic priest at the Embassy, Father Bissonotte, had to leave Moscow in 
£955. Since then the Soviet authorities have refused to grant an entry visa. 


cad Mia 


The Catholic congregation and clergy at Sarnen (Canton of Obwalden, Swit- 
zorland) are to give 5,000 Swiss francs cach towards building a Protestant church. 
In this little canton there are only 300 Protestants; they thus form a minority 


of 1.25% of the population. 
* % 


Shortly before Christmas the Austrian parliament decided to pay a provisional 
sum to the Austrian churches as compensation for the damage they suffered under 
National-Socialism. The Roman Catholic Church is to receive a hundred million 
Austrian shillings each year for 1958 and 1959, the Protestant Church five 
million shillings and the Old Catholic Church 300,000 shillings. Dr. Gerhard 
May, Bishop of the Evangelical Church in Austria, welcomed this step forward in 
the matter of compensation, but oxpressed regret that no final settlement could 
yet be made. EPS, Geneva 
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Ecumenical Patriarch Replies to Pope 


(Constantinople) - In a new year message addressed to the members of his Holy Synod, 
the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople has replied to appeals launched by the 
Pope for the return of the Eastern Christians to unity with the Holy See. 


"In the course of the present holidays", the Patriarch Athenagoras said, "which 
are centred around the Epiphany of our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ, who manifested 
Himself in the East, we find it proper to hope and pray that, in this season when 
the thoughts of all Christians are turned toward the East, whence 'the Prince of 
Peace and the everlasting Father' (Isaiah 9:6) came, the Holy Church of Rome may 
also in a brotherly spirit turn toward the East." 


The Patriarch's message responded to references included in the Pope's message 
to the world at the time of his enthronement last October and renewed in his Christ- 
mas message. 


Commenting on the exchange of appeals the Athens paper "Kathimerini" said that 
"the problem of church unity, which his Holiness the Patriarch Athenagoras touched 
upon in his reply to the leader of the Western Church could be solved, as he rightly 
observed, if deeds were substituted for words. By deeds the churches of Christ 
could clear the ground for union. Already the Greek Orthodox Church is cooperating 
with the World Council of Churches, with which Catholicism refused to have anything 
to do, It would be important if the Holy See were first to reconsider its attitude 
toward this Council, and were to take part in its extensive social work". 
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The Athens comment goes on to say that “the union of Orthodoxy and the Church 
of the West is not sufficient to produce unity, The participation of the Protestant 
church in this unity is also needed. Indeed it could be possible for unity between 
Orthodoxy and Protestantism to be furthered and for union with the Church of the 
West to follow." EPS, Geneva 


Professor Schlink on atomic Warfare 


(Darmstadt, Germany) - Speaking at Darmstadt to a hundred pastors from the Province 
of Hesse, Theological Professor Edmund Schlink of Heidelberg presented theses, in 
which he appealed to Christians to do everything in their power to prevent atomic 
warfare. He said Christians must encourage universal horror of atomic weapons, at 
the same time not forgetting that these weapons were only one of the symptoms of an 
age which had even more terrifying forms of degeneration and destruction at its dis- 
posal in the form of biological weapons. The Church must strengthen those Christians 
who reject atomic weapons, he declared, because it is the task of Christians to suf- 
fer rather than to inflict suffering upon others. But these Christians must also 
realise that surrendering other people to a totalitarian system also means inflict- 
ing suffering. 


Christians should urge their governments to take unilateral steps to prove their 
desire for peace, Professor Schlink went on, such as stopping atomic tests, ceasing 
to stockpile atomic weapons, refusing to equip new countries with such weapons, and 
solemnly pledging themselves not to use atomic weapons for aggressive purposes. 

Steps of this kind might begin to relax tension. If the West unilaterally abandoned 
atomic weapons as a deterrent this would mean the end of freedom and therefore spir- 
itual death. This death could be demanded of Christians as a way of "dying with 
Christ", but it could not be demanded of the overwhelming majority of non-Christians, 
including those in the West, because "God does not desire the death of a sinner, 

but rather that he turn from his wickedness and live", 


Christians who assist in the fabrication of atomic weapons were warned by Dr. 
Schlink that the threat of atomic retaliation meant being prepared to use such wea- 
pons in the last resort. The danger always remains that atomic energy intended for 
peaceful purposes may be misused for military aims, he said, and it is not enough 
to prohibit the making of atomic bombs. Christians must do everything in their power 
to suppress warfare altogether. The important thing, according to Dr. Schlink, is 
that in the Church those who oppose atomic weapons and those who advocate them should 
preserve their fellowship and stand by one another, because neither stand sets people 
free from responsibility. EPS, Geneva 


New Translation of New Testament Completed 


(London) - The translation of the New Tostament into current English, a project un- 
dertaken with the authority of all the major churches in britain, except the Roman 
Catholic, has been completed. 


The New Testament translation, which is a completely new one made from the orig- 
inal Greck texts, will be finally revised and prepared for publication in about 12 
months. It is expected that copies will be on sale in early 1961. The New Transla- 
tion will be published jointly by the Oxford and Cambridge University Presses. 


Completion of the New Testament translation is the first stage of the work of 
translating the whole Bible. Work is proceeding on the Old Testament and the Apocryphe 


The aim is to provide a Bible in the English of today, free from the archaic 
language of the Authorized Version. Experimental translations of some passages were 
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made a number of years ago by a group of scholars at Oxford and Cambridge Universities. 
The Church of Scotland approached other churches and a conference was called, A 

Joint Committee, set up in 1947 to make the translations, has held its meetings in 

the Jerusalem Chamber of Westminster Abbey, where the makers of the Revised Version 
met in 1870-1884. 


The Joint Committee appointed four panels of scholars, to translate the New 
Testament, the Old Testament and the Apocrypha, with a fourth panel of literary ad- 
visers. 


Vice-chairman of the Joint Committee, and general director of the New Transla- 
tion, is the Rev. Dr. C. H. Dodd, of Oxford, Emeritus Professor of Divinity at Cam— 
bridge, internationally recognised as an eminent New Testament scholar. 


The Joint Committee consists of representatives of the Church of England, the 
Church of Scotland, the Methodist Church, the Congregational Union, the Baptist 
Union, the Presbyterian Church of England, the Churches in tales, the Churches in 
Ireland, the Society of Friends, the British and Foreign Bible Society, and the Na- 
tional Bible Society of Scotland. EPS, Geneva 


Filipino Bishop Bans YMCA Membership for Catholics 


a ne 


(Manila) - Filipino Catholics in the rapidly growing frontier area of Cotabato in 
the southern Philippines have been banned from joining the YMCA by the diocesan 
bishop, Gerard Mongeau, and from “participation, morally, materially and financially 
in the YMCA movement, such as student conferences, educational forums and leadership 
training courses", 


The bishop, in whose diocese some full-scale YiiCA activities are headed by per- 
manent residents and officials, issued a statement: prohibiting Catholics from attend- 
ing all YMCA movements, claiming that "these activities deceived several Catholics, 
because the real purpose in getting them to participate was to convert them to 
Protestantism". A former citadel of Islam, Cotabato is today a centre of Jesuit ac- 
BAVA ty « 


Joining the bishop in his denunciation of the YMCA were members of the faculty 
of the Notre Dame college, one of the outstanding Jesuit institutions in the pro- 
vince. Bishop Mongeau complained about the successful recruitment of Catholics by 
the YMCA (see EPS No. 21/1958). EPS, Geneva 


WSCF Begins World Study Drive in Asia 


(Rangoon) - The first conference in a world-wide study programme on The Life and Mis- 
sion of the Church has been held by the World's Student Christian Federation in Asia 
(see EPS No. 46/1958). The subject of the conference was "God's People in God's 
World". Bible studies led by Davis McCaughey of Australia and Paul Verghese of 
India set the direction of the daily study programme. 


Christian university students, delegates and speakers from twenty-five Asian 
countries and other parts of the world took part in the ten-day meeting. Similar 
conferences in other continents will lead up to a World Teaching Conference in Europe 
‘in July 1960. The intensive teaching programme, designed to "find a new definition 
of the Christian responsibility in the world and improved ways for the Church to 
carry out its mission”, will culminate in ten regional follow-up meetings after the 
summer of 1960, 


in oe 
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More than 100 participants in the Rangoon conference, including fifteen pro- 
fessors of Asian universities, heard addresses on "The Logic of the Christian Mis- 
sion”, "The Life of the Church", "The Life of the Nations”, other religious faiths, 
and new patterns of Christian service, 


Against this background delegates worked on "The Form of the Congregation", 
new patterns of service, "The Mission of the Church and Missions", and the Chris- 
tian in relation to other world religions. 


The chairman of the conference was M. M, Thomas of India, who was also a main 
speaker. Other addresses were! given by U Kyaw Than and U Ba Hmyn of Burma, Dean 
Notohamidjojo of Indonesia, Professor Hideyasu Nakagawa of Japan and Professor Davis 
McCaughey of Australia. Participants came from student Christian movements in Aus- 
tralia, Burma, Ceylon, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Okinawa, Korea, Malaya, 
New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, the United Kingdom, Can- 
ada, Cuba, Ethiopia, Germany, Iran, Kenya, Lebanon, Nigeria and the USA. WSOF staff 
Members taking part were the Rev. Charles Long, the Rev. Robert S. Bates, the Rev. 
Frank G. Engel and Mr. Kentaro Shiozuki. KPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


In an impressive ceremony in Washington Cathedral the Right Rev. Arthur Carl 
Lichtenberger was installed as twenty-first presiding bishop of the Protestant Hpis- 
copal Church in the United States on January 14. Since 1940 Washington Cathedral 
has been the seat of the Church's presiding bishop as well as the Bishop of Washing- 
ton. ate 
The Korean National Christian Council and the Korean Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs have jointly protested against a request for recognition 
of the Chinese People's Republic by the USA and its admission to the United Nations 
made last November by the World Order Study Conference held in Cleveland, USA. 


eae 


Russian Orthodox Christian ceremonies in Moscow on January 7 were again reported 
crowded with worshippers. «a Christmas message calling for world peace was prepared 
by the Patriarch Alexei and read over Radio Moscow and in churches throughout the 
country. bia 

A new wave of arrests has taken place, directed particularly against pastors of 
the Hungarian EBvangelical-Reformed Church in Transylvanian Rumania. Some of the men 
arrested were accused of having sympathised with the Hungarian revolution, and re- 
ceived heavy sentences. Dr. Laszlo Dezsd, pastor in Klausenburg, has been sentenced 
to eight years' hard labour. The arrests follow similar measures taken against Ru- 
manian Orthodox leaders and priests (see EPS No. 46/1958). 


* * 


The Right Rev. Oliver Tomkins was consecrated Bishop of Bristol in Westminster 
Abbey on Epiphany Day, January 6. ‘The new bishop is chairman of the Working Commit-— 


‘tee of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches and a former 


WCC associate general secretary. tae 
"Tokyo Calling", the official report of the Fourteenth World Convention of the 
World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association held last August, 
has been compiled by J. M. Macdougall Ferguson and issued by the Religious Educa- 
tion Press in England. HPS, Geneva 
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A Special Report 
Europe's Churches to Cooperate Regionally 


(Nyborg, Denmark) - For the first time on record an overwhelming majority of the Pro- 
testant and Orthodox churches of Europe have decided to establish methods of contin- 
uing cooperation (see EPS No. 47/1958) . 


At the close of a European Church Conference held in Denmark, January 6-9, 125 
official delegates and other participants from national Christian councils and coop- 
erative bodies in 22 countries heard plans approved for a provisional committee of 
four members to draft a programme of study and future action. The planning group will 
be associated with a wider consultative group of 11 members drawn from both sides of 
the iron curtain. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover, Germany, referred in the conference's closing, ses- 
sion to the “nirecle" that had kept together church leaders from widely different Chris- 
tian backgrounds and political settings. 


The general theme of the meeting, which brought together non-member as well as 
member churches of the World Council of Churches, was "European Christianity in 
Today's Secularised World". The subject was chosen last August after church repre- 
sentatives had agreed to hold the conference. Harlier attempts to establish re- 
gional Christian cooperation in Europe had been made by churchmen from many Buropean 
countries, when informal international consultation took place at Liselund, Denmark. 
The Nyborg conference was the outcome of negotiation between the original "Liselund 
Conference" and leaders of WCC member churches in an attempt to ensure geographical 
balance, presence of all major churches and official status for all delegates. 


A feature of the meeting at Nyborg was the active attendance of strong delega- 
tions from a number of Eastern European churches and countries. The Moscow Patri- 
archate of the Russian Orthodox Church sent Professor leo Parisski, vice-president 
of the theological academy in Leningrad, who said that his church would have sent 
bishops if the dates had not clashed with Russian Orthodox Christmas celebrations. 
The professor also predicted that the Moscow Church would send bishops, as observers 
with right to speak but not vote, to the WCC's Central Committee meetings on the 
Island of Rhodes next August. 


Other Eastern European delegates included Archbishop Jaan Kiivit of the Lutheran 
Church in Estonia, Archbishop Timotheus of the Polish Orthodox Church, two churchmen 
from East Germany (DDR), representatives of four churches in Czechoslovakia, a Lu- 
theran from Yugoslavia, and three from Hungary. Pastor Gyula Murak6zy represented 
the Ecumenical Council of Hungary and Dr. Bohuslav Pospisil the Czechoslovak Council. 


Hungary's delegation voiced concern about the independence of the new provision- 
al organisation from the World Council of Churches. The conference heard a report 
on this debate that said: 

"Certain problems have arisen in our committee. Some members, particularly our 
brethren from Hungary, feel that there is not sufficient guarantee that the indepen- 
dence of the Conference of European Churches from the World Council of Churches will 
be clearly enough expressed. These misgivings were openly voiced, but the reasons 
underlying them could not be discussed in detail. In our opinion this conference is 
not the place to discuss the tensions that exist; but the committee was unanimous in 
thinking that at present it is not necessary to alter the present composition of the 
inner executive nor to strengthen it by appointing a full-time secretary. It was 
emphasized several times in the committee that practical considerations hhould not 
be neglected and that the connection with Geneva facilitates organisational work in 
financial and other ways." 
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The provisional committee, Dr. Kgbert:Emmen, Netherlands Reformed Church, Arch- 
bishop Jan Kiivit, Lutheran, USSR, and Bishop Hanns Lilje, Lutheran, Hanover, Ger- 
many, included Dr. Hans Harms, a member of the WCC's Geneva staff as secretary. 


The consultative committee of eleven named to work with these men is: Pro- 
fessor J. B. Soucek, Ozechoslovakia, Professor Wantula, Poland, Pastor Gyula 
Murak6ézy, Hungary, Professor Leo Parisski (in contact with the Moscow Patriarchate) , 
Professor Jean Cadier, France, Professor Henri d'Espine, Switzerland, President 
Ernst Wilm, Germany, Bishop G. Noth, Germany, Bishop H. Fuglsang-Damgaard, Denmark, 
Canon Herbert Waddams, United Kingdom, The Metropolitan James of Melita, Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople|\representative,. 


The theme of secularisation was worked out in a series of addresses, after 
Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin had introduced the subject in a speech on the con- 
ference's opening night in which he deprecated the widespread feeling that Europe 
was "a tired old man" and appealed for European Christians to rally to the defence 
of the responsible individual Christian man as a distinctive heritage that must be 
preserved, 


In an analytical survey of the drift of industrialised European populations 
away from the official churches Canon Edward H. Wickham, industrial chaplain in 
Sheffield, England, pointed to the importance of building new relationships with 
the administrators! and workers' organisations in large-scale industry. 


Professor Pierre Burgelin, in his address on the break-up of the official re- 
lationship between church and state that has prevailed in many parts of Europe since 
the time of the Roman Emperor Constantine, criticised "a kind of church paternalism 
which refuses to recognise that its members have reached maturity and continues to 
treat them like ignorant children”, The Paris professor of philosophy went on to 
ask for a much deeper understanding and programme by the churches to meet modern men 
in their secular attitudes and concerns, 


An address by the Metropolitan James of Melita, representative of the Ecumeni- 
cal Patriarchate of Constantinople on the Orthodox contribution to EKuropean culture 
set the stage for direct and positive participation in the meeting by a strong Or- 
thodox group. A committee chaired by Pastor Martin Niemdller presented a report 
which strongly emphasized the Orthodox concern with the "sacralisation™ of the whole 
of society as counterbalance to "secularisation" and was widely regarded by con- 
ference participants as marking a new stage in the presentation of the Orthodox 
viewpoint to Protestants. 


Other speakers were Professors J. B, Soucek of Prague and Niels H. Se of Copen- 
hagen on the common heritage and present responsibility of the European churches, In 
a committee report on this subject, two concerns came into the foreground. Dr. W. A. 
Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, who had pre- 
viously told the meeting about regional cooperative effort between the churches in 
other continents, successfully urged the importance of making concern for underdevel- 
oped areas and work with and for the "younger churches" in the service of their 
neighbours a top responsibility of European Christians. Eastern and Western dele- 
gates also agreed that "it is the common task of European churches to pray and work 
for renunciation of the use of atomic weapons by all the powers under an effective 
international system of inspection and control, and from the threat of their use". 


Most of the work of the conference as a whole was carred on in German as a first 
language, but translation was provided in English and in French. EPS, Geneva 


The text of the document outlining future plans is on page 7. Pictures available 
from WCC Information, Geneva, Switzerland. 
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Documents: 
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE CHURCHES OF EUROPE 


Report Received by the Conference of Buropean Churches, 
Nyborg, Denmark, January 6-9, 1959 


I The committee used "the in between times" available to it to draw some con- 
clusions from the conference and decide on the future form of the work that has been 


begun, 


The task is practical, both in meeting objections raised to overestimating its 
importance and in relation to proving that it is necessary. It must be said with ; 
gratitude that all the members of the committee, with different and yet complementary 
nuances, took a view expressed as follows: 


As European churches we have a task to undertake together from which we cannot 
and do not wish to exonerate each other. This task cannot be described better than 
in the themes chosen for special study at this meeting. Fraternally and with a com- 
mon mind we have perceived the task for which God, as head of His Church, wants to 
see and use us as His witnesses. We do not fail to recognise difficulties that are 
due to the differing histories and forms of church represented here. But, situated 
8 we are in a Europe divided by various ideologies, the common obligations imposed 
on us are greater than the differences between us, 


II The committee has recognised that this conference is, by its very nature, a 
first attempt, and wishes to be judged as such. As far as the form of organisation 
is concerned we advise the meeting to retain in its present form the preparatory com- 
mittee which organised this conference. We recommend that organisational machinery 
be limited as much as possible and that the provisional character of the whole under- 
taking be clearly underlined. The committee has great pleasure in unanimously ex— 
pressing its warmest thanks to the preparatory committee and to its three members, 
Dr. Emmen, Archbishop Kiivit and Bishop Lilje, and also to Dr. Harms for consenting 
to act as secretary of the conference in addition to his other duties. 


Certain problems have arisen in our committee. Some members, particularly our 
brethren from Hungary, feel that there is not sufficient guarantee that the indepen- 
dence of the Conference of European Churches from the World Council of Churches will 
be clearly enough expressed. These misgivings were openly voiced, but the reasons 
underlying them could not be disassed in detail. In our opinion this conference is 
not the place to discuss the tensions that exist; but the committee was unanimous in 
‘thinking that at present it is not necessary to alter the present composition of the 
inner executive nor to strengthen it by appointing a full-time secretary. It was 
emphasized several times in the committee that practical considerations should not 
be neglected and that the connection with Geneva facilitates organisational work in 
financial and other ways. 


III We consider it advisable for the work to be strengthened on a broader basis 
by appointing a consultative committee. The following names were proposed: Professor 
Soucek (Czechoslovakia), Professor Wantula (Poland), Pastor Murakézy (Hungary), Pro- 
fessor Parisski (in contact with the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
‘Church), Professor Cadier (France), Professor d'Espine (Switzerland), President Wilm 
(Germany), Canon Waddams (Great Britain), the Metropolitan James of Melita, Ecumeni- 
cal Patriarchate of Constantinople. 


IV The Commission is convinced that the orderly sharing out of work within a 
wider circle would guarantee the exchange of information and personal contacts, and 
also the preparation of another meeting of the conference, The advisory commission 
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should also regard it as its special task to tackle problems which concern the chur- 
ches in Europe, and draw the attention of the churches which are members of the con-= 
ference to these problems, for the attention of special study-groups. 


Ve Taking the wide view, the Committee unanimously requested the meeting to 
use every opportunity available to ensure that our common responsibilities become 
a bond of friendship between us, EPS, Geneva 


| A NEW YEAR MESSAGE 


of His All-Holiness, the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I 


See EPS page 1 


Because our Holy Apostolic and Ecumenical See, and we personally, pray without 
ceasing for the union of the churches, we gladly welcome every sincere appeal for 
the sake of peace in the Church. And our gladness is naturally the greater when 
such a church union appeal comes from a Christian centre like ancient Rome. 


The sad picture of mankind today, living in the midst of trials caused by the 
lack of mutual understanding and the failure of peoples to live together in peace, 
compels the leaders of Christian churches to reconsider their dtuy. We have a com 
mon duty as religious leaders to make it known to the world that technological and 
scientific achievements are not sufficient in themselves for building a new world 
civilisation, for the very reason that no world Civilisation is possible unless it 
is established on spiritual, religious and moral foundations. Christ is the only 
One who makes love, peace and justice possible among men, 


Therefore, in deepest consciousness of this duty, we declare the sincere willing- 
ness of our Orthodox Church to continue in prayer and supplication for the peace of 
the whole world and to cooperate positively in practical ways for the advancement 
of the cause of church unity. 


We are happy and most eager to cooperate with all, We already participate in, 
and fully collaborate with, the great inter--church organisations, and we are ready 
to enter into special contact with the ancient Roman Church to the end of alleviat- 
ing the "distress of nations with perplexity....for fear and for looking after these 
things which are coming on the earth" (Luke 21:25-26) and of realising man's hope 
for a happier perspective in regard to the future. 


We consider it therefore more than opportune in the cataclysmic situation in 
which mankind lives today, that we, who are called by God to the task of looking 
after "that which cometh upon us daily and the care of all the churches" (II Cor: 
11, 28), should meet and think together upon the most profound and imperative needs 
of the millions of faithful of our churches, so that they may be helped to find the 
solution or the alleviation of the problems that surround them, 


While during the present holidays our mind was fully dominated by such thoughts 
and questions, the news reached us, in an indirect way, of the renewed appeal of 
His Holiness, the Primate of the Roman Church, for the union of the churches. We 
greet this appeal in a brotherly spirit, for we interpret the appeal as a clear un- 
derstanding that the spiritual forces, which are seen in their fulness and power in 
the ideal and most desirable state of unity which our Lord bequeathed to His Church, 
must truly meet again and become united. Such a uniting of spiritual forces is of 
course not possible in the present state of division and discord, which has existed 
for centuries. 


We further interpret this appeal, which was contained in His Holiness! Christmas 
message, as an indication that the meaning of Christmas is to be found not in some 
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vague conception of self-perfection or Christian virtue in general, but in the power 
which makes it possible for mortal man to rediscover his lost likeness to his all- 
perfect Creator; the message’ of Christmas shows us the way to that reconciliation 
among ourselves and with God which is demanded of all of us. 


We feel therefore more than convinced that every appeal for unity must be ac- 
companied by such concrete deeds and actions as are necessary to prove our inten- 
tions in full harmony with our works and which would bring the members of our chur- 
ches indeed closer to God, at least on the ground of practical Christianity for the 
present, and always in the spirit of equality, justice, spiritual freedom and mutual 
respect. 


In the course of the present holidays which are centred around the Epiphany of 
our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ, Who manifested Himself in the Hast, we find it 
proper to hope and pray that, in this season when the thoughts of all Christians 
are turned toward the East, whence “the Prince of peace and the Everlasting Father" 
(Is. 9: 6) came, the Holy Church of Rome may also in a brotherly spirit turn toward 
the East. This we wish and expect from His Holiness, the new Pope of Rome, John 
23rd, who is so well known, loved and respected in our church jurisdictions; and 
this wish is not ours alone, but it is the expectation of all Christians who hope 
to see the dawn of a real new year in Christ. EPS, Geneva 
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Week of Prayer ilovenent Grows, 


(Geneva) - Special services and events marking the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity began in many countries on Sunday, January 18 (see EPS No. 45, 1958). 


Tue Cathedral of St. Pierre in Geneva was crowded for a united ecumenical 
service arranged by an ecumenical group from the Geneva churches. The preacher 
was Pastor J.G. Bodmer, Reformed, and participants included representatives of 
the Greek Orthodox, Old Catholic, Methodist, Lutheran, Quaker, Free livangelical 
and Anglican communities in the international city, where the World Council of 
Churches has its headquarters. 


In the Geneva service, as in a concert of Christian music held in the French 
city of Lyon on January 16, a choir sang Negro spirituals. The lyon concert, 
a new departure in the form of the celebrations arranged each year on the initla- 
tive of Father P. Michalon, the successor of the late Abbé Paul Couturier, in- 
cluded motets and anthems of Vittoria and Palestrina, sung by the choral society 
of the Roman Catholic parish of St. Bruno, as well as the spirituals by the 
"Companions of Jordan" group. 


The World Council's Commission on Faith and Order, which sponsors observance 
of the Week of Prayer for Unity, reports a greater response than ever before to 
the call for the observance. The volume of advance information and editorial 
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comment in church publications exceeds all previous records. The widespread 
endorsement of the week by the WCC's member churches has led to reprinting of 
the forms of prayer issued by Faith and Order in many languages. Distribution 
of the WCC material to stimulate local activity has increased from 10,000 copies 
gmengoy to 144,500 in 1959. In all, 60 countries have received mailings, and 
among translations are those into Spanish, Finnish, Swedish, Tamil and Sinhalese 
in addition to French, English and German. 


From Lyon, the Roman Catholic sponsors of prayer for unity “according to 
Christ's will, in His way and at His time", have this year sent out 550,000 
brochures containing intercessions similar to those in the WCC's material. A 
Roman Catholic priest in Spain ordered 25,000. Fifty thousand have been dis- 
tributed in England. Translations have been made in Danish and Swedish and 
into Portuguese for use in Latin America. At the last moment requests exceeded 
available supplies by 30,000. EPS, Geneva 


Norway's Bishop Berggrav Dies 


(Oslo) - Bishop Eivind Berggrav, former primate of Norwayanda president of the 
World Couneil of Churches from 1950 - 1954, died on January 14 after being in 
ill health for several years. 


The bishop was a well-known leader in the ecumenical movement and had been 
president of the United Bible Societies, 


Bishop Berggrav was one of the most widely known figures in the resistance 
to National Socialism in Norway at the time of the occupation of the country in 
World War II. There are many stories about his heroism. 


One of Bishop Berggrav's special concerns was for the work of the Bible 
Societies, both the Bible Society in his own country and the Bible Society move-— 
ment throughout the world. He was one of the moving spirits in the formation 
of the United Bible Societies in 1946, serving as its first President and only 
relinquishing that position in 1957 on account of ill health. The United Bible 
Societies would not have taken root so quickly or so effectively without his 
faith and vision. 


When the news of Bishop Berggrav's death was received in the headquarters 
of the World Council of Churches in Geneva, the council's general secretary, 
Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, issued a statement that said: 


"Bishop Eivind Berggrav was one of the most generally beloved and widely 
trusted leaders of the ecumenical movement. In the last years before the 
second world war when he was chairman of the World Alliance for Promoting Friend- 
ship Through the Churches, he made great efforts to convince the governments 
that war should be avoided. During the war he became a symbol of the spiritual 
resistance against totalitarianism. After the war he was an apostle of recon 
ciliation. As one of the presidents of the World Council he played a great 
role in creating in the World Council's meetings an atmosphere of mutual confi- 
dence. He was, as it were, one of the 'pastors' of the ecumenical movement and 
reminded us constantly of the essential biblical verities. It was therefore 
natural that he became president of the United Bible Societies. He was bound 
by ties of deep friendship with Bishop Bell (Chichester). What he wrote at the 
time of Bishop Bell's death can also be said about him: ‘His force was a pure 
heart and a sacrificial readiness to give help'." 
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Dr. Visser 't Hooft also sent a telegram to Oslo saying that: "Bishop 
Berggrav will be remembered among us as peacemaker, leader of spiritual resis- 
tance, pastoral friend, builder of World Council and above all as man of the 
Bible." EPS, Geneva 


(Note: Pictures are available from WCC Information, Geneva.) 


Pentecostalist Leader Hails Revival" in Ecumenical Movement 


(Minneapolis, USA) - The Rev. David J. du Plessis, a well known Pentecostalist 
leader, has said he is convinced, as a result of personal contacts, that a 
revival is "touching the hearts" of leaders in the World Council of Churches 
and the International Missionary Council. 


Declaring that the revival was "not a flash in the pan" Mr. du Plessis said 
he was optimistic about the future and saw signs of new spiritual life in Greek 
Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism, as well as Protestantism. He referred to the 
Zoe movement in the Church of Greece. 


Supporting the efforts of evangelist Billy Graham to obtain church cooper= 
ation in his campaigns, Mr. du Plessis called himself “ecumenical Pentecostal" 
and said he favoured cooperation in movements for church unity. 


Mr, du Plessis, who has been chairman and secretary of recent world Pente- 
costalist conferences has also been present as an observer at meetings of the 
WCC and the IMC. EPS, Geneva 


Archbishop Sends Letter to Swedish Church on Ordination of Women 


(London) - A “personal and private" letter from the Archbishop of Canterbury to 
the “appropriate authority" in the Church of Sweden regarding that church's 
recent decision to admit women to the priesthood, was reported to the January 
session of the Canterbury Convocation.of the Church of England, meeting last 
week. 


The Archbishop, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, said that it had been clear that the 
action taken last autumn by the Church of Sweden might cause some embarrassment 
to the Church of England and that any public reference to it in England might 
cause embarrassment in Sweden. 


"Tt seemed to me then, and it seems to me still," the Archbishop told the 
convocation, "that in a matter touching to some degree the diplomatic relations 
between our two churches, between which there has been a long-standing and close 
friendship, and calling, therefore, for wise and friendly handling, the step 
which I took of a personal letter, approved by my advisers, was the right one." 


Dr. Fisher said that the personal letter "prepared the way best for subse- 
quent discussion among ourselves and other churches of the Anglican communion in 
particular. Such discussion seemed to be a necessary precursor of any dis- 
cussion, formal or informal, with the authorities of the Swedish Church direct." 


The letter, he said, referred to the fact that the subject of the ordination 
of women is under frequent discussion in the World Council of Churches and poin- 
ted out that the Free Churches in England have stated their views and policies. 
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In other action, the convocation commended for further study the intcrim 
statement on conversations between the Church of England and the Methodist 
Church. (See EPS No. 28.) "Throughout the discussions we have had it in 
mind that the goal of ultimate organic unity must be kept in view," the Bishop 


of Oxford, Dr. H.J. Carpenter, said. "The objective of inter—communion must 
mark a stage, but only a stage, towards fuller unity which we believe to be 
God's purpose." EPS, Geneva 


US Methodist Missions Transferred to Nationals 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) ~ Methodist mission work in churches overseas is being 
rapidly tumed over to national leadership, according to three officials of the 
Woman's Division of Christian Service of the Board of Missions of the Methodist 
Church, speaking at the board's annual meeting in Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, 
this month. 


' Miss Lucile Colony, executive secretary for India and Pakistan for the 
Woman's Division, said that leadership of the Methodist Church in India is almost 
entirely Indian. The church invites missionaries as co-workers. But, she 
added, in Pakistan missionaries hold the traditional, but not the desired, place 
of authority. 


The most recent development in Africa, it was reported, is in the field of 
education where many African teachers are becoming principals and head instruc- 
tors. BPS, Geneva 


Communist Paper Warns Against Church Activity in USSR 


(Moscow) - Communist party members in Soviet Russia have been told that church 
activity is on the increase and that they must beware of it. 


An article on "The Relations Betwcen the Communist Party and Religion", 
published in the official paper of the Party's Central Committee, "Partinaja 
Shisn" (Party Life), attacks indifference to the activity by the churches and 
says that "neglect of anti-religious propaganda greatly strengthens the Church's 
position in evangelizing". 


Among efforts made by the churches to adapt to contemporary life in the 
USSR, the article refers to “great versatility in applying new methods of winning 
people's allegiance, especially that of young people and children". The paper 
mentions social evenings for youth, excursions, meetings, choirs and musical and 
dramatic clubs. "Tn addition to the official clergy, a number of active church 
members are specially trained for evangelism", the article declares. 


Describing other progress made by the churches, the Communist publication 
says that every sermon preached "aims at increasing people's interest in religion. 
The clergy seize every opportunity to explain the ‘divine significance’ of the 
Church's rites - baptism, marriage, confession", it is claimed. "The church 
council is responsible for seeing that special attcntion is paid to the order 
of worship and careful preparation for it. liore and more frequently the higher- 
ranking priests visit the dioceses, where they attend services in the local 
churches. Church choirs are being cnlarged and a great deal of money is being 
spent on renovating church buildings". 
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The writer takes a serious view of the tolerant attitude of some party 
members to religion and the Church. It is quite out of place for active 
Communists to attend religious festivals, warns the paper, or to get married 
in church or have their children baptised - even if they feel they must show 
consideration for the religious prejudices of their families and think that an 
anti-church attitude would involve them in difficulties, especially in country 
districts. The Communist Party warns its members against keeping ikons in the 
house or receiving priests in their homes. 

| 

"There is no room in the party for Communists who fail to break away from 

their religious prejudices", the article concludes. EPS, Geneva 


Christian Labour Unions Urged for Africa 


(Pontresina, Switzerland) - Officers of the Protestant Workers' International 
have urged at a meeting in Switzerland that Christian trade union activity 
should be stepped up in Africa. 


Existing African Christian vnions were advised to accept Africans who are 
not church members provided they recognise the aims of the organisations. 


Another recommendation was for formation of Protestant groups within inter- 
denominational labour unions in collaboration with the African churches and the 
Protestant Workers' International, 


The meeting of the International's officers welcomed signs that "tens of 
thousands of African workers, many of them not officially members of the Chris- 
tian Church, are seeking to cooperate with the Christian labour unions". 

EPS, Geneva 


East-West Conference Held in Frankfurt 


(Frankfurt) — Churchmen from the United States and several European countries 
have gone on record opposing European atomic armament and urging a ban on 
nuclear weapons, during a Conference for East-West Understanding held in 
Frankfurt, Germany, this month. 


During the sessions, the conference members discussed the responsibility of 
the churches for peace and worked on plans for a second Christian peace confer- 
ence to be held in Prague next April. 


Speaking on the question of atomic weapons, the conference said that "for 
political and human reasons, we feel it wrong that Central Europe be atomic- 
armed, because such a measure makes East-West understanding enormously difficult 
and delays a peaceful order for a long time". 


Represented at the conference were churches in the United Kingdom, West 
Germany, Estonia, Hungary and Czechoslovakia. A representative of the Russian 
Orthodox Church also attended the meeting. 


The conference "recalled with gratitude the first steps towards fellowship 
between our churches taken at Liselund, at the Prague Peace Conference and at 
the Nyborg meeting". A Conference of European Churches was held in Nyborg, 
Denmark, just prior to the Frankfurt mecting. (See EPS No. 2) EPS, Geneva 
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Church Unity Moves Forward in Java 

(Jogjakarta) - The churches in Central Java will form a Central Java Ecumenical 
Council next July. The step is seen as transitional towards a possible future 
United Church of Java. In Central Java the churches have a common language and 
a common task in a predominantly Moslem area. 


The synod of the Central Java Church (Gereformeerde) reaffirmed its adher- 
ence to the East Asia Christian Conference and its wish to cooperate with the 
Council of Churches in Indonesia. 


Reptrts on the ecumenical movement were presented to the Central Java 
Church's synod. The church, which recently joined the World Council of Churches, 
includes some former members of the Gereformeerde Church in the Netherlands, 
which is not in the WCC. However, gratitude was expressed for a letter from 
the sister church in the Netherlands that expressed a desire for close cooper- 
ation with the younger churches in Java. 


The synod appointed a commission to examine the possibility of relation- 
ships with the Presbyterian World Alliance and the international Reformed 
Ecumenical Synod. 


Youth participation in the Java synod was a feature of its recent meetings, 
which also dealt with work among the laity and education questions. 
EPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


The twenty-second national congress of the Movement for Social Christianity 
in France will be held at Niort, Deux-Sévres, in Western France from February 27 
to March l. The subject of the meeting is "The Social Crisis and New Forms 


of Justice". 
x * 


Patriarch German of the Orthodox Church in Yugoslavia has been invested ky 
the Yugoslav government with the Order of Cyril and Methodius, First Class, in 
recognition of his work for peace. 


x 


Two Russian Orthodox churchmen, Archimandrite Nikodim and Mikhail Dobrynin, 
a lecturer at the Leningrad Theological Academy, are visiting Ethiopia to study 
the work of the Church of Ethiopia. 


ey 


The Council of the Evangelical Church of the Union in Germany has protested 
against the denial by the East German (DDR) government of a visa for its presi- 
dent, Dr. Franz—Reinhold Hildebrandt of Magdeburg, DDR, to attend the first 
Conference of European Churches at Nyborg, Denmark, in early January. 


oe 


The third Anglican Congress will be held in Toronto, Ontario, in 1963. It 
will be attended by the bishop, one priest and one layman from each of the 550 
Anglican dioceses around the world. The last conference was held in 1954 in 


Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
x % 
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The Synod of the Methodist Church of Southern Rhodesia has gone on record 
opposing independence for the Central African Federation until a majority of 
the inhabitants have expressed their confidence in the new state, set up in 1953. 


x * 


Dean A.H. Albrektson, 53, a missionary at Mnene, Southern Rhodesia, has 
been named the first bishop of the country's African Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
The church has 10,000 members. 


* * 


The death sentence passed against Dr. Konrad Méckel, German Protestant 
pastor in Kronstadt, Hungarian Transylvania, arrested last spring on a charge 
of “activities against the state", has been modified to life imprisonment. 


% -% 


Hong Kong is reported to be the only place in the world where there are 
more theological students than the churches can accept. The reason is the 
constant stream of refugees from China in Hong Kong while the church there has 
been unable to extend its work. It has been difficult for pastors to go on to 
Formosa but recently five students were granted visas. EPS, Geneva 
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Visser 't Hooft Comments on Pope's Action 


(Geneva) - The decision of Pope John XXIII to convene the Ecumenical Council to 
study the question of Christian unity is of "special significance for the World 
Council of Churches", according to a statement issued on January 27 in Geneva by 
Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the WCC. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft points out, however, that "much depends on the manner 
in which the question of Christian unity will be approached". But he added that 
the World Council continues to stand for a method "by which the churches meet to- 
gether in conference in order to decide by common consent what steps should be 
taken towards the reunion of the churches". ‘The question is, he said, "how 
ecumenical will the council be in composition and in spirit". 


The Pope's decision to call the council, the first since 1870, was announced 
in Rome on Sunday, January 25. 


The text of Dr. Visser 't Hooft's statement follows. 


"The announcement that Pope John XXIII has decided to call an Ecumenical 
Council is of special significance for the World Council of Churches because it 
is accompanied by the statement that this council 'will have as one of its objec 
tives the invitation to the separated communities to seek the unity which so many 
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souls in all parts of the world desire ardently'. 


"The World Council of Churches exists to help the churches to manifest the 
essential unity of the Church of Christ and takes therefore a deep interest in all 
initiatives taken to further unity whether they come from one of its member churches 
or from a church outside its membership. 


"Much depends however on ‘the manner in which the council will be called and 
the spirit in which the question of Christian unity will be approached. The first. 
news reports spoke of 'seeking together the basis of a return to unity'. Later 
reports speak only of an invitation addressed to the separated communities to seek 
unity. The difference between these two statements is considerable. Until 
further explanations are given on this point, we cannot speak with any certainty. 
The World Council has always stood and will continue to stand for the method by 
which the churches meet together in conference in order to decide by common con- 
sent what steps should be taken towards the reunion of the churches. 


"In other words the question is: how ecumenical will the council be in comn— 
position and in spirit? We can only express the hope that the Roman Catholic 
Church will draw the necessary consequences from the development of the ecumenical 
movement over the last forty years. All Christians, whatever their confession, 
hope and pray that this historic event may be used for the advancement of the 
cause of that Christian unity for which our Lord prayed." EPS, Geneva 


Dissent Marks Istanbul Election of New York Archbishop 


(Istanbul) - The Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople has 
been split by failure to agree on the choice of a successor to the late Archbishop 
Michael of North and South America, the former head of the more than one million 
Greek Orthodox Christians in the Western Hemisphere, who died on July 13, 1958. 


Disagreement among the twelve bishops in the synod came to a head two weeks 
ago when four metropolitans were expelled from the synod by the Ecumenical Patriarch | 
for having defamed a candidate for the office in interviews given to the Turkish 
press. The four metropolitans had charged that the Metropolitan James of Melita, 
representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch at the headquarters of the World Council 
of Churches in Geneva, was engaged in anti-Turkish activities. The Ecumenical 
Patriarchate is located in Turkey and the Patriarch is himself a Turkish citizen. 
The charges against the Metropolitan James were strongly denied in statements issued 
from the Patriarchate. A spokesman of the World Council of Churches emphasized 
that it was "well known that-the Ecumenical Patriarch had made strong efforts for 
good relations with the Turkish government" and that the Metropolitan James of 
Melita had taken the same line. 


Expulsion of the four metropolitans leaves eight members in the former twelve- 
member synod, which has direct jurisdiction over the American church and is charged 
with appointing its head. The synod has now been reconvened, but it is not known 
whether it will proceed to vote on the choice of the new archbishop for America. 

BPS, Geneva 


York Convocation Adopts Five-—Point Racial Charter 


(York) - A five-point charter for race relations adopted by the Convocation of 
York, England, this month, called for the formation in every big city of an inter- 
church committee to study housing, employment and vice. 


lee 
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There are about 192,000 coloured people in the United Kingdom, the convocation 
said, and suggested in its other four points that “our own people" be taught the 
theology of race; “opening our homes" to coloured people; opening clubs for peo- 
ple of different races; appointing missionaries returned from work overseas to 
areas with a large coloured population. 


The convocation said it took note of "the multi-racial communities in many 
of our great cities and commends the problem involved to the study of the church 
and the welfare of men and women in other races to special care", EPS, Geneva 


Australian Youth Conference Held 


(Canberra) - The third Australian conference of Christian youth which ended in 
Canberra on January 21, was attended by 180 youth leaders from eight Australian 
churches, the YMCA, the YWCA and the Student Christian Movement, and delegates 
from New Zealand, Malaya, Japan, Indonesia, Nauru, North Borneo, India, Tonga and 
PL. 


The Rev. Harry Daniel, general secretary of the Indian Student Christian 
Movement, the conference's main speaker, told the delegates that "the Church is 
often justly criticised for living in an artificial world". He maintained that 
"there is much truth, even today, in Marx's comment, 'religion is the opiate of 
the people'. Even many Christians feel that the Church obscures Christianity's 
central figure. One of the Church's mistaken views about evangelism is seen in 
the idea of going out into the world, collecting a couple of scalps and rushing 
back to safety". Mr. Daniel said this was a heresy that saw the world as basi-. 
cally evil and the Church as a separated centre of holiness. 


At the conference's opening session, the Rt. Rev. E.H. Burgmann, the Anglican 
Bishop of Canberra-Goulburn, reminded the delegates that "we all have a special 
responsibility to our neighbours. We in Australia find them immediately in the 
whole Asian world. Geographically we are part of that world, and all our think- 
ing must take this fact into account." 


Dr. John Burton, a former top official of the Australian Department of 
External Affairs, criticised government policy and said that Australians were 
afraid of partnership with Asia and called on the Church to lead the way. 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC Helps Resettle 10,190 Refugees in 1958 


(Geneva) - A total of 10,190 persons were helped to move to new. homes overseas 
during 1958 by the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
World Council of Churches, according to figures just released. 


The largest group - 3,783 - was resettled in Australia. The year's largest 
. movement was from Hong Kong as 2,112 persons were resettled. During December, 
504 persons were moved from the crowded colony. Other large movements included 
1,868 persons from Greece and 1,614 persons from Austria. EPS, Geneva 
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US Volunteer Agencies Send $128,769,000 of Goods Abroad 


(Washington) - American religious and voluntary organisations contributed 
$128,769,000 worth of relief and rehabilitation supplies to persons overseas 
during the fiscal year of 1958, the Department of State has announced. 


Total shipments made under the auspices of the voluntary agencies amounted 
to 691,973 tons during the fiscal year, which ended on June 30, 1955. 


Church World Service, relief arm of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA, distributed $17,700,000 worth of food, clothing and medical 
supplies. Catholic Relief Services of the National Catholic Welfare Conference 
distributed almost $79,400,000 in supplies and Lutheran World Relief sent 
$8,700,000 worth of goods abroad. EPS, Geneva 


US Methodists Urged to Help Resettle Refugees 


(Buck Bel falls, Pennsylvania) - Methodists in the United States have been urged 
to find places for 2,000 refugees during the next two and a half years. speaking 
at the annual meeting of the church's Board of Missions in Buck Hill Falls, Penn- 
sylvania, last week, Dr. Gaither P. Warfield said that several hundred refugees 
from Indonesia, Hong Kong, the Middle Bast and other countries will receive their 
visas in the next few months. 


The Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief, which Dr. Warfield heads, is 
“committed to placing them in the US", he said. Church members also were asked 
to "help meet the relief needs of the world through MCOR". Dr. Warfield added 
that "in the months ahead, we may expect a number of natural catastrophes.... 
and we face heavy continuing responsibilities in Korea, India, the Middle East 
and elsewhere". 


A special mission has been sent to Cuba, it was announced, to determine what 
MCOR can do to aid in alleviating human need following the revolution. EPS, Geneva 


Bishop Lichtenberger Sees Growing Church Unity 


(Washington, D.C.) — Churches will move closer to unity during the next ten years . 
and there will be new understanding between Protestants and Roman Catholics accord- 
ing to Rt. Rev. Arthur Carl Lichtenberger, who took office as Presiding Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the US this month. 


Speaking at a news conference, the new presiding bishop said that he doubts 
whether Christian churches will ever unite in complete agreement about liturgy, 
doctrine and biblical interpretation. However, he said that the recent union of 
the Congregational Christian and Evangelical and Reformed churches into the United 
Church of Christ indicates a pattern ultimate mergcr may take. 


When asked about Roman Catholic-Protestant relations, Bishop Lichtenberger 


~gaid: "I would include the Roman Catholic Church in my hopes for ultimate unity 


There are many signs, particularly in Europe, that we are coming into a period of 
greater understanding between Rome and the Protestant churches. It will take 
patience and many years of work to bring about unity in the Christian Church but 
we are moving steadfastly in that direction." 


No. 4 — January, 1959. ) 5 


In his inaugural sermon, the bishop said that unity and mission are the two 
key words for the Church today. "Whatever may be our convictions about the right 
approach to unity, all of us should pray that the Church may be visibly one," he 
continued. "This is the unity God has given us but we have broken that unity and 
our witness is weakened because we are divided. How hard it is for a divided 
Church to bear witness of the one Lord to a divided world." EPS, Geneva 


Congregational Churches to Get Financial Help for Race Action 


(New York) - A Congregational church in the United States whose financial support 

is jeopardized because it makes its membership interracial will receive money from 
the Board of Home Missions, in line with a recent decision to put into practice the 
denomination's stated policy of "a nonsegregated chureh in a nonsegregated society". 


The action followed a two-year interview survey of 1,054 congregations which 
showed that only 12 per cent of the white Congregational Christian churches in 
metropolitan areas have Negro members and only 49 per cent would be willing to 
accept them. 


In addition to the decision to help local congregations, the board appropriated 
$2,500 for the work of the Division of Race Relations of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the USA, and $2,500 for the legal defence fund of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Coloured People. 


The board also said that if a church in a community: needs’an associate pastor. 
of another race, it will pay part of his salary. In the South, the board plans 
to give financial aid to white conferences that take Negroes into the staff to help 


coordinate activities with Negro conferences in the same area. Dr. Truman B. 
Douglass, executive vice president of the board, described such action as the first 
step toward fully interracial churches. EPS, Geneva 


Greek Bishops Postpone Reform 


(Athens) - A specially called meeting of the Bishops of the Church of Greece has 
aroused controversy in Athens by deciding to postpone revision of the Church's 
constitution for the time being. The bishops met on January 20. 


Although they agreed to a fifty per cent increase in priests' salaries, a 
measure approved by the Greek government, the bishops delayed action on proposals 
from the government about changing the constitution, which was adopted in its 
present form in 1943, during the occupation of Greece in World War II. A thirteen— 
member committee was set up by the hierarchy to study the government proposals and 
report to the next bishops! meeting on October 1, 1959. 


Proposals for change will have to be submitted to the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
of Constantinople because some dioceses of the Greek Church in Epirus and Thrace 
come directly under the Patriarchate. 


Government spokesmen, lay theological professors and sections of the daily 
press have commented critically on what they regard as the hierarchy's delay, They 
call on the government to take the matter into its own hands because dogmas of the 
church are not involved and only administrative changes are called for. 


Among reforms proposed to the bishops are the abolition of the practice of 
transferring bishops from one diocese to another, the reduction of the number of 
dioceses, more rigid requirements of experience and character in candidates for the 
rank of bishop and regular annual meetings of the hierarchy. The last of these 
points has been accepted by the bishops. EPS, Geneva 
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south African Catholic Bishops Say Schools May Close 


(Cape Town) - The outlook for Roman Catholic schools in South Africa is " sloomy" 
according to a statement, issued by the Bishops! Conference, which says that the 
country's 500 Catholic schools are in jeopardy. 


Causing the trouble, the bishops say, is the Bantu Education Act, passed in 
1953. Roman Catholics refused then to turn their schools over to the state in 
order to get financial subsidies, but the bishops say that "despite the £750,000 
($2,100,000) raised by the 1955, Bishops! Campaign, several bishops have already 
had to close some schools for lack of funds. At most, the present Catholic 
Mission School Fund can only hope to last until the beginning of 1961." 


"Two factors are effectively undermining the whole Roman Catholic system of 
African education," the bishops said. "The first is the removal of state sub- 
Sidization and the second is the withdrawal of government registration of some 
schools." 


Since the passing of the act, 24 Catholic mission schools have closed; some 
schools have been refused registration; others have been given only temporary 
registration and an increasing number are being refused. 


The bishops also pointed out that in the near future, only two of the Roman 
Catholic Church's teacher training colleges for Africans will be open and their 
degrees are no longer recognised by the state. BPS, Geneva 


strife Over Atom Question Continues in Rhineland 


(Diisseldorf) - A theological conference of the "Rhineland Convention", formed last 
year within the churches of the region, has sharply attacked the north German 
"Church Brotherhoods", some German synods and the Swiss Theologian, Karl Barth. 


A programme was approved by the Convention, urging reconsideration of the 
Church's mission, re-definition of its role as political "watchman", a clear con- 
ception of the divinely appointed task of secular powers and removal of "misuse in 
the Church of controversy on the atomic question". 


The conference debated atomic armament and heard Professor Walter Ktinneth of 
Erlangen call Christian decision on this point "a matter for personal judgment". 
Professor Kinneth said that attitudes taken up about atomic weapons did not depend 
on the Christian faith as such, because the Bible did not define the methods which 
might justifiably be used by the secular authorities in using their "power of the 
sword", “Might not the possession of atomic armaments possibly represent a poli- 
tical form of Christian love, paradoxical as that may seem?" Dr. Kunneth asked. 


Statements on atomic warfare made at Frankfurt recently by the Confessing 
Church Brotherhood groups were criticised by several speakers. Superintendent 
Heinrich Hohler of Elberfeld said that the statements made at Frankfurt set the 
Church in the position of being the supreme judge of the state. Superintendent 
Hohler also warned against the emergence of what he called "subsidiary synods" in 
the churches and urged the dissolution of the outspokenly anti-war Brotherhoods. 


Pastor Erwin Wilkens, a church official from Hanover, attacked Karl Barth's 
teaching about the "political service of the Christian", describing it as opposed 
to Luther's doctrine of the two separated realms of church and state. Pastor 
Wilkens deplored the recent development of political controversy in the ranks of 
the ministry and appealed for observance of the distinction between matters of 
basic faith and matters that called for the exercise of personal judgment. 

EPS, Geneva 
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In Brief = 


The Austrian Bible Committee is working on the first edition of the New 
Testament in the Ilamba language, which will be sent to the Ilamba speaking pecple 
in Hast Central Tanganyika, as a gift from the Protestants in Austria. The trans— 
lation was made in Tanganyika by a committee appointed by the Lutheran Augustana 
Mission of America, while the original suggestion to undertake this project came 
from Bishop Eivind Berggrav, who was president of the United Bible Societies. 


* * 


Patriarch German of the Serbian Orthodox Church, has urged all Orthodox 
Christians in Yugoslavia to buy their candles in the churches. He hopes that by 
selling more candles the church will be able to do without any state subsidies. 


Feaca 


The British and Foreign Bible Society branch in Belgrade has now obtained per- 
mission to import 200 Bibles a month in the form of registered parcels from abroad. 
This marks a relaxation of the prohibition against importing Bibles, in effect 


Since September 1956. 
ee 


In a divorce case which came before the court at Stralsund, in Eastern Germany, 
the custody of two children was given to the father because the mother had been 
bringing them up as strict church-goers. The reason given for the decision was 
that this education “is not in accordance with the spirit of democracy, socialism, 
patriotism or international friendship". 


eae 


Bishop John Cullberg of the Church of Sweden and Dr. H.H. Wolf, director of 
the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches, near Geneva, left Genevu 
for Cyprus on January 27. The Central Committee of the WCC last summer "instruc- 
ted the WCC's officers to arrange for a fraternal delegation to go to Cyprus to 
visit the authorities of the Church of Cyprus at the first appropriate moment anc 
to report to the officers and to the WCC's Executive Committee on its conversations 


with them". 
x % 


The Lutheran World Federation held its third conference for European minority 
churches at Hohrodberg, France, from January 12 to 16. It was attended by forsy- 
eight delegates from eleven European churches, including the USSR, Yugoslavia and 


Poland. 
* * 


Fidel Castro, leader of the revolution in Cuba, has stated that religious 
instruction will be restored in the state schools in Cuba, because in his view 
religion is the best basis for moral training. The social legislation of the 
country must also be carried out in accordance with Christian principles, he said. 


Seige 


A Gutenberg Bible, more than 500 years old, has been returned to a Polish 
museum, from which it was removed 19 years ago for safe-keeping during World War 
II. The Bible, valued at more than $500,000, and art treasures, were brought to 
the US by officials in 1940. 


a Aer 


Christian Endeavour Weck was held in many American churches from January 25 
to February l. EPS, Geneva 
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A Special Report 
Geneva Professor Stresses Problems Facing Ecumenical Council 


(Geneva) - Professor Jaques Courvoisier, rector of the University of Geneva and 
teacher of church history in its theological faculty, has commented on the Pope's 
decision to call a general council on Christian unity. 


Writing in the daily “Journal de Genéve", Professor Courvoisier asks "Which 
bishops are likely to be summoned? Only those of Roman Christendom, as was the 
case at the Vatican Council of 1870? In that case the council would be ecureaical 
in name only and certainly not in reality. In addition, we are informed that the 
aim will be to seek with representatives of churches separated from Rome means of 
realising the unity of all Christians". 


The article says that "in that case the bishops of the Orthodox communion must 
be thought of first and these come from churches found in the overwhelming majority 
on the other side of the iron curtain. Whether they could come to a council like 
this", continues Dr. Courvoisier, “raises a problem if only from the political point 
of view. If they were unable to attend would not the Eastern patriarchs and the 
Church of Greece be left in an exposed minority position together with the churches 
that have issued from them?" 


Professor Courvoisier says that if the Orthodox were able to come "that would 
mean in itself a quite new attitude toward them on the part of the Church of Rome, 
because we know from history that those invited to the Council of Trent in 1545 and 
of the Vatican in 1870 did not come on account of the tone of the invitation 
addressed to them". 


The writer points out that the Eastern churches recognise the Pope as the 
Patriarch of the West, but not as head of the universal or Catholic church. 


Affirming that it is not strictly accurate any longer to speak of the council 
as “ecumenical, Professor Courvoisier points out that since the East-West schism 
of the eighth century there has been no general council that has represented the 
Christian East and West. "Since that time", he declares, "the Orthodox have never 
thought it was possible to call an ccumenical council". He asks whether "the 
Orthodox churches will admit without further comment the ecumenical character of 
this council, in view of the fact that for them, an ecumenical council is always 
the final and supreme authority of the Church?" 


Turning to the possible reaction of Protestant and post-reformation churches 
separated from Rome, the profeSsor observes that the reports of the Pope's initia 
tive speak of an invitation to the "bishops of the entire world". He asks whether 
Anglican bishops are included, and if so says it seems hard to imagine that "Rome 
would recognise them as such, that is to say recognise their episcopal consecration 
as valid, a step flatly refused at the end of the last century by Leo XIII." 


On the other hand, Dr. Courvoisier indicates that a meeting like this would 
seem strange without them, yet it would be equally strange for them to accept an 
invitation that involved failure to recognise the validity of their orders. Le 
the Anglicans were there, what capacity would they come in?" he asks. 


Referring to the possible reaction of Calvinists, Lutherans and other Protestants, 
Professor Courvoisier remarks. that "they are not acquainted with the episcopate as it 
is known in its so-called "Catholic" form, but that they "might have difficulty in 
secing denied in one way or another the reality of their churches as such. Roman 
theology refers to them only as sociological enormities", the writer adds and ex- 
presses the fear that the validity of their orders and ministerial ordinations would 
be denied. . BPS, Geneva 
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New Publications 


The International Review of Missions 


. 
ee meee 


The January issue of The International Review of Missions, surveys the year 
1958, tracing the present missionary outreach of the Church outside the Western 
world, commenting on the role of the church in Asia, including China, the Near 
Bast, Africa and Latin America. Also included in the survey is a report on work 
with the Jews and relations with the Roman Catholic Church. On the subject of 
"Common Ground", the survey mentions world conferences, inter~church &id, joint 
help for the Protestant Pavilion at the Brussels Exhibition, and church union 
"achievements or deliberations". 


Dr. Honor Newell of the London Missionary Socitty writes in the issue on 
"The Ministry of Healing". She is serving at Christiya Seva Sadan, Jianganj, 
India. 


The issue also includes book reviews, a directory of the International 
Missionary Council's constituent councils and an international missionary biblio- 


graphy. 


The Ecumenical Revicw 


The quarterly issue of The Ecumenical Review, publication of the World Council 
of Churches, opens with a statement by the WCC's general secretary, Dr. W.A. Visser 
'+ Hooft on the late Bishop G.K.A. Bell's life-work in the ecumenical movement. The 
issue also contains a tribute to "George Bell" by the late Bishop Hivind Berggrav 
of Norway. 


The opening section of a brochure, "One Body, One Gospel, One World", written 
by Bishop Lesslie Newbigin and just published by the International Missionary 
Council, is included in the issue. Other articles are "The Structure of Modern 
Society and the Structure of the Church" by Dr. Eberhard Miller, director of the 
Evangelical Academy in Bad Boll, Germany; "African Travelogue" by Dr. Egbert de 
Vries, director of the Institute of Social Studies in the Hague, Holland, and 
chairman of the WCC's Department on Church and Society; a “Commentary on the 
Report on Church Unity of the Lambeth Conference of 1958" by Dr. J. Robert Nelson, 
dean of the Divinity School at Vanderbilt University; and "The Lambeth Conference 
of 1958 and the Plan of Church Union, North India and Pakistan", by Professor V.E. 
Devadutt of Colgate Rochester Divinity School. 


The issue closes with the usual Ecumenical Chronicle, World Council Diary and 
book reviews. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Executive Committee Meets in Geneva, February 9 - 13 


(Geneva) -~ The fourteen-member Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches 
will hold its semi-annual meeting on February 9 - 13 at the Geneva headquarters of 
the Council. 


On the agenda will be a report from a two-man delegation to Cyprus. Bishop 
John Cullberg of the Church of Sweden and Dr. H.H. Wolf, director of the Council's 
Ecumenical Institute, left Geneva for Cyprus on January 27, after last summer's 
Central Committee “instructed the WCC's officers to arrange for a fraternal dete- 
gation to go to Cyprus to visit the authorities of the Church of Cyprus at the 
first appropriate moment and to report to the officers and to the WCC's Executive 
Committee on its conversations with them". 


The recent decision of Pope John XXIII to convene a church council to study 
the question of Christian unity, a move termed of "special significance for the 
World Council" by its general secretary, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, is also expected 
to be discussed. 


Other items on the agenda include the General Secretary's report; a dis- 
cussion of the proposed integration of the World Council of Churches and the 
International Missionary Council; relations with the Moscow Patriarchate of the 
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Russian Orthodox Church; progress reports on two studies, one on religious liberty 
and one on proselytism; plans for a new headquarters building in Geneva, autho- 
rised by the Central Committee at its August meeting; preparation for the meeting 
of the Central Committee next summer on the island of Rhodes; and reports from 
the Council's staff. 


The meeting is the group's first since the 90-member Central Committee met at 
Nyborg, Denmark, last August. The Executive Committee holds annual summer and 
winter meetings. It is elected by the Central Committee, the larger body which 
carries out World Council decisions made by the Assembly of the WCC at its meet- 
ings every six years. 


Members of the committee are Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, Lutheran, USA, chairman 
of the Executive Committee; Dr. Ernest A. Payne, Baptist, United Kingdom, com-= 
mittee vice-chairman; Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Presbyterian, USA; Dr. Kathleen 
Bliss, Anglican, United Kingdom; Archbishop Yngve Brilioth, Church of Sweden; 
the Rev. Peter K. Dagadu, Methodist, Ghana; Bishop Lakdasa De Mel, Church of 
India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, Ceylon; Professor Georges Florovsky, Orthodox, 
USA; Professor Josef L. Hromadka, Czech Brethren, Czechoslovakia; Metropolitan 
James of Philadelphia, Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, Turkey; Dr. 
Martin Niemdller, Evangelical Church in Germany; Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Metho- 
dist, USA; Mr. Rajaiah D. Paul, Church of South India; Dean Liston Pope, Con- 
gregationalist, USA. 


In addition, the five presidents of the World Council sit with the committee. 
Expected to attend are Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, Methodist, Argentina; Bishop 
Otto Dibelius, Evangelical Church in Germany; and the Rt. Rev. Henry Knox 
Sherrill, Episcopalian, USA. The other two presidents are the Metropolitan 
Juhanon Mar Thoma, Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, South India; and the 
Very Rev. John Baillie, Church of Scotland. 


Staff members will include the WCC's general secretary, Dr. Visser 't Hooft 
and Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, WCC executive secretary in the United States. oir 
Kenneth Grubb of London, chairman of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs; Dr. Norman Goodall, secretary of the Joint Committee of the International 
Missionary Council and the WCC; and Dr. George Carpenter and the Rev. Ronald K. 
Orchard of the IMC are expected. EPS, Geneva 


WCC Delegation Returns from Cyprus Visit 


(Geneva) - In accordance with a resolution adopted by the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches at its meeting in August 1958, two delegates of the 
Council, Bishop John Cullberg of Sweden and Dr. H.H. Wolf, director of the Ecumen- 
ical Institute, have paid a fraternal visit to the Church of Cyprus. 


During their four-day visit they were received by the bishops of the Church 
of Cyprus, visited several parishes and church institutions and attended an ordi- 
nation service. They were impressed by the loyalty of the people to the church 
and their strong desire for the return of Archbishop Makarios. They were allowed 
to visit five priests who are in prison. The delegation visited the Archdeacon 
representing the Church of England and also met the governor of Cyprus. 


Bishop Cullberg and Dr. Wolf will report to the WCC's Executive Committee at 
its meeting in Geneva next week. EPS, Geneva 
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South African Churchmaii Opposes Racial Law 


(Cape Town) -— "Injustices" to the South African Indian population are threatened 
to result from a new amendment to the Group Areas Act, according to Professor Ben 
J. Marais of South Africa's Dutch Reformed Church and author of the well-known 
book, "The Colour Problem and the West". 


One of several amendments which have been proposed to the nine-year old act 
would make it necessary for Indian businessmen to leave their commercial property 
located in non-Indian quarters. The act provides for "exclusive racial areas". 


The eviction plan, Dr. Marais said, “ombraces old established trading rights 
and sites involving millions of pounds sterling which the Indian group has built 
up, in many instances, over 60 years". 


Does the Christian Church," he asked, “remain silent in the face of this? 
Shotid it be pacified with the assurance that a measure of postponement will be 
considered while a series of all-embracing proposals hangs like the shadow of 
death over a group of fellow-men for whom, and for whose children, hunger, pain 
and fear mean precisely what they mean to us?" 


Dr. Marais said he had "sufficient faith in the Dutch Reformed Church to 
believe we will not sit still while injustice is taking place". BPS, Geneva 


World Refugee Year Hailed By Church Leaders 


(Geneva) - Protestant and Roman Catholic voluntary agencies have "great hopes" 
for the 1959 World Refugee Year, being sponsored by the United Nations. 


Speaking at last week's meeting in Geneva of the 25-nation executive committee 
of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, the representatives urged 
action by national branches of the voluntary agencies. 


At the sessions, Dr. Elfan Rees, advisor on refugee affairs to the World 
Council of Churches, pledged the full support of member bodies of the WCC and 
cited appeals received on behalf of 10,000 Tibetan refugees in Nepal and 5,000 
stateless Syrians in Lebanon. He welcomed the public attention centred on 
refugee problems by the "Year", and said, "Since the wave of sympathy for the Hun- 
garian refugees subsided these forgotton people are fecling more 'left behind!’ 
than ever. I am afraid help to refugees is timeless, but it is also a race 
against timc." EPS, Geneva 


Survey Shows Lutheran Colleges Accept All Races 


(Milwaukee) - Lutheran colleges and theological seminaries in the United States 
and Canada "reflect a wholesome and agreeable atmosphere" in race relations, 
according to a survey made public during the 41st annual meeting of the, National 
Lutheran Council this week in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


The survey shows that 56 of the denomination's 64 colleges and seminaries do 
not practise racial or cultural discrimination. Nine institutions have an offi- 
Cial policy against discrimination, while 49 report that their practices are based 
on common acceptance. EPS, Geneva 
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New Anglican Province Set Up in Bast Africa 


(Dodoma) - A new province of the Anglican Church in Africa is going to be set up 
in East Africa as a result of consultations just ended at Dodoma, in Tanganyika. 


The new province, which will have its own archbishop and be completely in- 
dependent, will cover Kenya and Tanganyika. One of the chief problems facing 
the province will be the need to recruit educated young Africans for the ministry. 
So far, full-time service in the church has failed "to attract college and uni- 
versity educated Africans", 


Commenting on the future of the Anglican church in Africa, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, has said that it is no longer possible for “adequate 
jurisdiction and control to be exercised from England". Last summer's Lambeth 
Conference endorsed the new move and Anglican sources say it is expected that 
Similar proposals will be made later for Uganda and the Upper Nile areas. 

BPS, Geneva 


National Refugee Committee Formed in US 


(New York) - A United States Committee for Refugees has been set up, with the 
Very Rev. Francis B. Sayre Jr., dean of the Washington Cathedral, as chairman. 


Speaking at the committee's New York office last week, Dean Sayre said the 
heightened American concern for refugees in Europc, the Middle East and the Far 
Bast, had lod to the formation of the private committee. He said that the group 
will “inform the American public on current refugee issues, consult regularly 
with Administration and Congressional leaders, endeavour to stimulate research on 
refugee problems and maintain close liaison with American voluntary agencies 
carrying on refugee activities here and abroad". The committee is expected to 
play a leading role in planning US participation in the World Refugee Year, being 
sponsored by the United Nations. 


President of the committee is Mr. Harper Sibley, a former chairman of Church 
World Service, relief arm of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
USA. EPS, Geneva 


' Kast Berlin Synod Backs Dibelius 


(Berlin) - A special East Berlin meeting of the synod of the Evangelical Church of 
Berlin-Brandenburg has declared confidence in Berlin's Bishop Otto Dibclius and in 
Pastor Kurt Scharf, the president of the Evangelical Church of the Union in Germany. 
Both men have been strongly criticized by the DDR Communist Governmont. 


Discussion of new orders of confirmation and public worship marked the synod, 
which followed other Kast German churches in separating attendance at confirmation 
classes from subsequent attendance at first communion services. The synod decided 


. that confirmation candidates who have been through the Communist state-sponsored 


youth dedication ceremony should be held back from first communion for at least a 
year after the end of their confirmation classes. 


It was decided to send a letter to parents of confirmation candidates asking 
them to treat the new rules with sympathetic understanding and pointing out that 
confirmation and the youth dedication are basically incompatible. 
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A new order of public worship was accepted by a large majority in spite of 
some criticism, but the order adopted still has to be approved by the synod of 
the whole Evangelical Union Church later in February. EPS, Geneva 


Defence Ministry Prosecutes Niemdller 


(Wiesbaden, Germany) - Dr. Martin Niemdllor, president of the Church of Hesse- 
Nassau, may be prosecuted by the Defence Ministry of the West German government. 
The threat to prosecute follows press reports that he had defamed the German 
military forces at a meeting in Kassel by referring to the training of soldiers 
for specialised commands. as "a finishing school for professional criminals". 


Pastor Niemdller denied having made the statements attributed to him. In a 
statement he expressed regret that the legal proceedings have been instituted on 
the basis of an unchecked press report. He said that he had referred in his 
speech to the training of commando units in World War II, who were posted on all 
fronts for sabotage and work behind the enemy lines. 


Franz Josef Strauss, the West German Defence Minister, wrote to leaders of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) asking them to dissociate themselves from 
Martin Niemdller's alleged statement. Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, as presi- 
dent of the EKD, pointed out that Niemdller had himself denied having made the 
statement and that in any case he spoke personally, not for the churches. "It is 
certain", Dr. Dibelius told Mr. Strauss, "that no responsible body of the EKD is 
going to associate itself with the alleged statement, nor condone it". 


Dr. Kugen Gerstenmaier, Protestant speaker of the lower house in the West 
German parliament, also informed Mr. Strauss that the EKD did not assume respon- 
sibility for all statements of its members or officc-bearers. EPS, Geneva 


Protestant Churches Closed in Spain 
(Madrid) - Three Baptist churches in Barcelona have been closed by the police. 


The largest of the three, at Calle Verdi, is a new structure, opened recently 
because the church building used up to that time was too small for the congregation. 
The police refused to accept the opening of an additional church building. 


A second church at Pueblo Nuevo, which had been reconstructed after being 
destroyed in the civil war, and more recently, the Baptist Church at Turo de la 
Peira, have also been shut down. 


In Madrid a Baptist pastor who failed to obey police orders for the closing 
of his church is due to come before the courts. EPS, Geneva 


In Bricf 


Expansion of the Philippine Lutheran Church and increased Filipinization of 
its clergy will be the major emphasis of the church during the next two years, 
according to action taken at the church's biennial convention in Baguio City in 
mid-January. Mr. Alvaro Judan, a Manila layman, was named treasurer, the first 
Filipino to be elected to an administrative post. The church has 2,600 adult 


members and 20 missionaries. 
%* * 
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A feature-length film on the plight of Christians living in East Germany 
will probably be the next joint film venture of the Lutheran church groups that 
produced "Martin Luther". According to Robert E. A. Lee, executive secretary of 
Lutheran Film Associates, a screenplay on documented incidents involving both 
pastors and laymen has been approved by the board of directors of Lutheran Film 
Associates. Cost of the film is estimated at #400,000, about the same as the in- 


vestment in “Martin Luther". 
x * 


A group of 150 young Americans will go on an African tour in 1960 to help 
promote better understanding between North America and .Africa. Sponsor of the 
tour Will be Dr. James H. Robinson, pastor of the Presbyterian Church of the Master 
in New York. Dr. Robinson led a similar intercredal and interracial group of 60 
American students this summer to Nigeria, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Ghana and the 


French Cameroons. 
xe * 


A Bible illustration contest will be held this summer, in connection with a 
Conference on Bible Illustration, planned for Edinburgh, Scotland, Information 
about the world-wide contest, which closes on March 31, is available from the Sec- 
retary of the National Bible Society of Scotland, 5 St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh. 


eh hus 


The United So ciety for Christian Literature has just made a grant to the 
Christian Council of Ethiopia to help meet the cost of issuing 10,000 copies of a 
revised Amharic edition of Bunyan's "Pilgrim's Progress", described as one of the 


most popular books in Ethiopia. 
* % 


The Board of Missions of the Methodist Church in the United States has given 
its approval to the praposed merger of the International Missionary Council and 
the World Council of Churches. “We anticipate", the board said, "that the de- 
tailed plan of organization of the newly constituted council will express the con- 
cern of the churches for both mission and unity." 


Tips 


American missionaries of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, working in the 
Philippine Lutheran Church, have drawn up a statement to be presented to their 
church's next convention, pleading “with our Christian friends in the US to as- 
Sist missionaries in foreign countries in their work by praying and working for 
better relations, and to prevail upon their fellow Americans, also in this matter 
of integration, to obey the law of the land and to apply the law of love", 

es ae 

The Synod of the Reformed Church of Algeria has sent an urgent appeal to all 
the Protestants in the country, urging them to use every opportunity to preach the 
Christian message to the Moslems. It also expressed the hope that the young Pro- 
testants of Algeria and France would assume responsibility for needed educational 


and social work in Algeria. 


ric. y 


A new Protestant broadcasting station :"Ondas de Luz" ("Waves of Light"), has 
been started in Managua, the capital of Nicaragua, The funds for constructing it 
were given by Protestants in Nicaragua, EPS, Geneva 
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A Special Report 


Mixed Reactions to General Council 


(Geneva) - The calling of a general council of the Roman Catholic Church by the 
Pope appears to have come as a surprise even to highly placed officials in the 
Vatican. 


The Osservatore Romano", Vatican newspaper, devoted considerable space to 
reports of the Pope's sermon in a service preceding the announcement on January 25 
(see EPS No. 4), but gave only a short item to the much more important statement 
announcing the council, which was made in the presence of a group of cardinals 
only. Although the “Osservatore" devoted long news space and comment to the 
Pope's sermon, there was no immediate comment on the calling of the council. 


The text of the Pope's announcement as published in "Osservatore" does not 
confirm the first impression that the summons to the general council to deal with 
unity envisages the sending of invitations to non-Roman Catholic churches, but 
suggests that the council should itself issue the invitation to the "separated 
communities" to find the way back to unity. 


Editorial comment in the "Osservatore Romano" was delayed until February 1, 
when the paper took issue with journalists for having pictured the council in 
political terms as an attempt to achieve unity "out of fear of communism", m= 
phasizing that unity would not be sought out of fear, but through charity, the 
editorial said: "The coning council will not be the council of fear, but the 
esuncil of unity through the love of all Christians". 


The "Osservatore's" article went on to say that the Pope had not spoken of 
any "sins of the church" but of "the sins of Catholics who must admit they have 
not prayed enough for God to open the way to unity, nor felt charity toward their 
separated brothers; they have preferred sharp and combative dispute to love that 
is full of patience, the pitiless austerity of the teacher to the loving serenity 
of a St. Francois de Sales. We have been satisfied with our dogmatic certainties 
without feeling the need of sharing these certainties with our brothers", says 
the church paper's comment. 


Meanwhile, first excited reactions in the non—Roman Catholic Christian world 
have tended to give way to more sober analysis of what the council might mean in 
terms of further progress in the ecumenical movement. 


Official Roman Catholic newsagency reports and broadcasts of the Vatican 
Radio tend to take a conciliatory and hopeful tone toward Eastern Orthodoxy and 
especially to hope that the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople will respond 
favourably to the Pope's initiative. However, there is no clarification of the 
intention to invite or not to invite Orthodox bishops to take part. 


The Orthodox Patriarchates of Constantinople and Antioch, and the Church of 
Greece have withheld official comment for the time being. A spokesman for the 
' Church of Greece emphasized that on issues of such importance the lead of the 
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople would be followed and that only the 
Ecumenical Patriarch could call the autocephalous Orthodox churches together to 
consider possible reactions. 


A Moscow Patriarchate representative said that comment must wait on study of 
the text of the Pope's statement. 
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Other voices, notably that of Professor Hamilcar Alivisatcs, well know 
Greek Orthodox theological teacher in Athens, stress the difficulty that would 
be felt by the Orthodox churches in accepting an invitation. It is pointed out 
that such a meeting could not be regarded as "ecumenical" in the Orthodox sense 
of the word, since it would not have the same character as the seven councils 
accepted as ecumenical in the Orthodox world. Caution is also voiced because 
attendance might seem to imply acceptance of the Roman primacy. 


In Italy itself Pastor Roberto Comba of the Waldensian Protestant minority 
has said: “All Italian Protestants rejoice that finally the Roman Catholic Church 
has entered the ecumenical path along which Protestant communities have been pro- 
ceeding for many years". Pastor Comba asked that "certain aspects of intolerance 
and vexation should cease, particularly in Italy, Spain and Colombia, because they 
seem incompatible with new Vatican trends", but he declared that "the new Pope's 
attitude might open a new phase in the relationship between the various Christian 
confessions". 


Comment in French-speaking Europe has tended to rove more widely over possible 
reasons behind the calling of the general council. An editorial in the Geneva 
weekly "La Vie Protestante"’ regards the Pope's appeal as an expression of the 
widespread and growing concern for Christian unity everywhere. "Today it is no 
longer possible, no matter what denomination one belongs to, to evade the con- 
straining appeal of this spiritual imperative’, says the editorial. "Tt belongs 
explicitly to the Gospels. The fruits of prayer for unity are beginning to ripen". 


"La Vie Protestante" also asks whether the Pope's action might not be due to 
some extent to the meeting at Utrecht, Netherlands, last August, between represen— 
tatives of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church and of the World 
Council of Churches. "Might there be some disquiet at Rome on account of a draw- 
ing together, which, if it were to be strengthened, might diminish the prospects 
of an eventual "return" of Eastern Orthodoxy to the bosom of Rome?" the editorial 
says. 


Professor Jean Bosc, writing in the Paris Protestant weekly "Réforme" says 
that "it is not to be expected that the Roman Catholic Church will surrender its 
view of itself as the One Church. But it might at least bring the Roman authori- 
ties to recognise officially what some members of the Catholic Church have already 
discovered - that the problem of church unity has also another dimension, of which 
the World Council of Churches is the sign". 


An article in the Paris daily "Le Figaro", signed by Vladimir d'Ormesson, a 
former French ambassador to the Vatican, speaks of the possibility of creating a 
new "climate of faith and love" between Christians at the council. Referring to 
difficulties encountered by Orthodox Christians behind the iron curtain and by 
Protestants in Roman Catholic countries, the article suggests that the council 
might lead to recognition of a form of "Christian charity" that will increase 


religious liberty. 


Similar welcome mixed with caution marked statements issued by Anglican and 
free church leaders in the United Kingdom; the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. 
Geoffrey Fisher, declined to comment until he had seen the Pope's full announce~ 
ment. . 
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Dr. Edwin Dahlberg, president of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States, said on receiving the news of the Pope's announcement: 
"Anything that would be a step toward unity of churches would be welcome", but he 
warned that "it would have to be recognised that it was a mutual coming together, 
not under conditions laid down by one church for all the others. Any movement 
toward unity cannot be looked upon by Protestants as separated Christians returning 
to the Church of Rome", he said, but added: "Anything that would bring together 
all the churches of Christ would be blessed of God". 


In Germany Dr. Wolfgang Sucker, director of the Institute of Confessional 
Studies at Bensheim, in Hesse, has said that the call to deeper unity is mainly 
aimed by the Pope at the Eastern Churches. Dr. Sucker points to Pope John's 
twenty-year residence in Eastern European countries and his concern for the Ortho- 
dox Church. However, Dr. Sucker thinks it unlikely that the Ecumenical Patriarch 
of Constantinople, in spite of his irenic approach to the problem of the East-West 
schism, could accept the terms on which his cooperation in the council would be 
sought. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover said he regarded the invitation of the Pope as 
being addressed to the Orthodox. He expressed doubt about inclusion of Protes- 
tants. 


The trend of most comment now seems to indicate that further non-Roman 
Gatholic reaction waits on fuller clarification from the Vatican of the composi- 
tion and procedures of the forthcoming meeting, which, according to many Roman 
Catholic news sources, may not now be held until 1961. HPS, Geneva 


a 
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Vatican Radio Welcomes Press Reactions 


(Rome) - A Vatican Radio broadcast on February 3, entitled "True Unity", welcomed 
favourably press reactions to the Pope's announcement of the forthcoming general 
council of the Roman Catholic Church, especially inthe Protestant world. 


The Vatican station indicated that Protestants would not be invited to take 


part in the general council, but that talks with Protestants might be sought in 
connection with it. 


Dealing with Protestant attitudes toward unity, the broadcast said it was 
"necessary to recognize that two different conceptions of unity exist". 


"at the present moment", said the broadcast, "the sole consistent, world-wide 
and generally accepted expression of faith as well as the sole universally recog~ 
nised authority in things Christian are to be found in the Catholic Church". The 
aim of churches separated from Rome in their quest for unity was described as seek~ 
ing "the greatest common denominator in a fair and penetrating debate, a minimum 


of common positions". The broadcast did not specifically mention the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. 


Although the broadcaster saw a fundamental opposition between the two concep= 
tions as he outlined them, he emphasised that existence of the difference should 


< enn F Spa a 
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not dash all hopes of complete unity. 


Pope John XXIII, receiving members of the Roman Catholic Armenian community 
in Rome, expressed hope that the Armenian Church, which is monphysite (believing 
that Christ had only one nature) , would one day be reunited with Rome, He stressed 
the veneration of the Virgin Mary and the doctrine of the Trinity as possible bases 
for conversations between the Roman Catholic Church and the churches of the 
Christian East. 


A series of broadcasts, to inform listeners about non-Roman Catholic churches, 
has been inaugurated by the Vatican Radio. The first in the series was on Angli- 
canism. EPS, Geneva 


Church of England Considers Admission of Women as Lay Readers 


(London) - The use of women as lay readers in the Church of England was approved 
by the House of Laity on February 2 in London, The convocations of Canterbury and 
York will now be asked to admit women to the office. 


During the debate on the motion, lirs. Betty Ridley, prominent Anglican lay- 
woman, said that she could see no justification for the church treating laymen 
and women differently in their opportunities for serving. 


Commenting on the action, the "Church Times" said "this is a completely dis-— 
tinct thing from the ordination of women priests. Here it is, by definition, a lay 
activity which is in question, We know of no theological principles which can be 
held to differentiate between permissible activities in church by members of the 
laity, on grounds simply of their sex. The principle of allowing women to read 
morning and evening prayer and to give addresses other than at Holy Comuunion, has 
already been conceded with regard to deaconesses.... In the mission field.... it 
is common to find women playing a considerable part in public worship." 

EPS, Geneva 


US Religious Leaders Join in Plea to Government Heads 


. ; 
(Washington, TD LE religious leaders, along with a group of scientists, labour 
and political figures have asked the heads of government of the Big Three for 
"constructive and constant leadership to find an end to the arms race which is 
placing all mankind in jeopardy". 


Signers of the message, which went to President Hisenhower, Nikita Khrushchev 
and Prime Minister Macmillan, included Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, president of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ inthe USA, Dr. Harold E. Fey, editor 
of the "Christian Century", Norman Cousins, editor of the "Saturday Review of 
Literature", Mrs. Franklin D, Roosevelt, Norman Thomas, former Socialist Party 
presidential party candidate, and Victor Reuther, administrative assistant to the 
president of the United Auto Workers. The message said that "nations which can 
mobilize scientific talent and resources to develop the H-bomb and ICBil missiles 
ought to be able to devise a workable inspection system. There are elements of 
risk in any agreement, but the risks of continuing the arms race are even greater." 

: EPS, Geneva 
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Missouri Synod Declines NLC Invitation for Talks 


(Milwaukee) - The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod's decision not to hold exploratory 
talks leading to possible membership in the National Lutheran Council has been re- 

ceived with “surprise and regret" by the council at its forty-first annual meeting 

in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


Dr. Paul C. Empie, NLC executive director, said he hoped that the Missouri 
body would reconsider "so that conversations looking toward a solution of the 
present fragmentation of this witness may not be unduly delayed." Dr. Empie's 
statement was in reply to a letter from Dr. John W. Behnken, Missouri Synod pre- 
sident, which said that his church "respectfully declined" an invitation from the 
council for exploratory talks. Dr. Behnken said that seven of the eight bodies 
in the council are now involved in two mergers and that the "doctrinal" positions 
of the groups are uncertain and in a "state of flux". 


In his reply, Dr. Empie said, "We deem this time during which several Lutheran 
bodies are remoulding their organizational life as holding particular opportunity 
for a clarification of position on this subject, which could be of immense mutual 
benefit to all concerned." 


The National Lutheran Council is a cooperative agency made up of eight Lutheran 
bodies with a membership of about five million persons, two-thirds of all Lutherans 
in the United States. The Missouri Synod, with 2,228,000 members, is the largest 
Lutheran body outside the council. BPS, Geneva 


"Awakening Conscience" in South Africa, Dr. de Blank Says 


(Cape Town) - There are signs of an "awakening conscience" among the citizens of 
South Africa regarding the government's apartheid policy, according to Dr. Joost 
de Blank, Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town. 


Writing in "Good Hope", the official publication of his archdiocese, Dr. de 
Blank.said, "I believe we can enter 1959 with a new spirit of hopefulness, One 
indication of this awakening conscience is ever more elaborate and fantastic justi- 
fications for the current racial policy." Advocates of apartheid, Dr. de Blank 
said, are admitting that they have failed to get their ideas completely accepted. 


Referring to hopeful signs, the archbishop cited recent protests against the 
practice in Cape Town of barring non-Europeans from jobs in the municipal depart- 
ments and against a proposal to put coloured voters on a separate roll for muni- 
cipal elections. Dr. de Blank said another sign was the recent "remarkable" 
service in Cape Town Cathedral on the Day of the Covenant, a religious holiday 
especially sacred to the Afrikaaner people. He said that white, black and coloured 
people knelt side by side to receive the sacrament from ministers of the three 
racial groups. 


"A111 over the country,’ Dr. de Blank continued, "the tide of moral conviction 
is rising. In time it will wash away the cruel rocks of arrogance and pride and 
soften the hardness of men's hearts." EPS, Geneva 
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CWS to Help Raise $140,000 for White Russian Refugees 


_ (Atlantic City, New Jersey) - Contributions of $140,000 to bring 9,000 White 
Russian refugees from China to Hong Kong and on to new homes in various parts of 
the world will be asked of American Protestants. The programe was approved by 
the Board of Managers of Church world Service, the relief arm of the National 

: Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, at a meeting in Atlantic City this 

_ month. Many of the refugees will be resettled in Australia and Latin America. 


"Tt is time we brought an end to the suffering of these people," Dr. Norris 
Wilson, OWS executive director, said. EPS, Geneva 


WCC Executive Committee Asks End to Atomic Testing 


(Geneva) - A statement urging the cessation of atomic tests has been adopted by 
the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting from February 
9 = 13 in Geneva. 


Recognising that "any agreement, however carefully framed, involves a measure 
of calculated risk for all parties," the statement says that "in face of the atomic 
peril, so fraught with grave consequences for present and future generations, accep- 
tance of such risk is surely justified." 


"Moreover," the statement continued, "every agreement is one more step in the 
struggle to allay suspicion and build confidence. To make tests to cease is im- 
portant in itself." 


The statement was drawn up by officers of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs and presented to the committee for its approval. It was 
given to the heads of the British, American and Sovict delegations now holding 
talks in Geneva on the cessation of atomic tests. 


The statement was commended to the World Council's 171 member churches and 
urged them “to do everything possible to build an informed public opinion about 
these issues which are vitally at stake and to make such representations to their 
governments as they deem proper, especially in countries whose governments are 
directly involved in the negotiations on the cessation of tests." 


| 


The text of the statement reads: 


"Byer since man unleashed the power of the atom, the peoples of the world have 
feared its threat of destruction and sought the promise which this development has 
offered. They have searched hopefully, but thus far without success, for steps 
by which to minimize the danger of war and to release power for peace. 


"The Conference on the Cessation of Tests now meeting in Geneva could break 
the current deadlock, The considerable progress achieved in the technical approach 
to the detection of tests should now make it possible for political leaders to 
reach constructive agreements. 


"Both the World Council of Churches and its members in many parts of the world have 
repeatedly pleaded in statements and representations for an approach to disarmament 
which could start from a controlled cessation of tests. Therefore this Executive 
Committee of the World Council of Churches, currently meeting in Geneva during days 
which are critical for the Conference, welcomes the efforts to this ond now being 
put forth. 
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"We realise that the question of international control is the crux. [The 
powers of the control commission, as well as the composition of the inspection 
teams, are in dispute. Perseverance in the effort to resolve these difficulties 
is a responsibility which the negotiating governments bear towards all peoples. 


"Tt must be recognised that any agreement, however carefully framed, involves 
a measure of calculated risk for all parties. Yet in face of the atomic peril, so 
fraught with grave consequences 'for present and future generations, acceptance of 
such risk is surely justified. Moreover, every agreement is one more step in the 
struggle to allay suspicion and build confidence. 


"To make tests to cease is important in itself. To demonstrate that inter- 
national controls are feasible in relation to the cessation of testing can, in the 
long run, prove even more worth while in the development of regulated and progress— 
ive disarmament. 


"In commending this statement to our member churches throughout the world, we 
urge them to do everything possible to build an informed public opinion about these 
issues which are vitally at stake and to make such representations to their govern- 
ments as they deem proper, especially in countries whose governments are directly 
involved in the negotiations on the cessation of tests. We further request the 
officers of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs to bring this 
statement personally to the attention of the heads of the delegations at the cur- 
rent conference - the United Kingdom, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
the United States - and to pursue these objectives through every appropriate means." 


A leading item on the agenda of the Executive Committee was a discussion of 
the recent Roman Catholic decision to call a general council. 


Following a report to the committee by the WCC General Secretary, Dr. W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft, the committee discussed Protestant and Orthodox church reactions 
to the Pope's summoning of the general council for 1961. 


Among other subjects discussed were the report of Dr. H.H. Wolf, director of 
the World Council of Churches' Ecumenical Institute, on a two-man WCC "fraternal 
visit" made two weeks ago to the Church of Cyprus. Dr. Wolf was accompanied on 
the mission by Bishop John Cullberg of the Church of Sweden. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft reported briefly to the committee on the condition of the 
churches in Rumania, Spain and China. 


Tributes were paid at the opening session to five leaders of the ecumenical 
movement who have died since the August mecting of the Central Committee in Nyborg, 
Denmark. They were: Bishop G.K.A. Bell of the United Kingdom, an honorary presi- 
dent of the council; Bishop Eivind Berggrav of Norway, a former president; and 
Bishop Volkmar Herntrich of Germany; Archbishop Howard W.K. Mowll and the Rev. 

C. Denis Ryan of Australia, all members of the Central Committee. 


The sessions in Genevawere the group's first since the 90-member Central 
Committee met last August. The Executive Committee holds annual summer and winter 
meetings. It is elected by the Central Committee, the larger body which carries 
out World Council decisions made by the Assembly of the WCC at its meetings every 
Six yea 6. 


Among those present were Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of Argentina, Bishop 
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Otto Dibelius of Germany and Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill of the United States, all 
WCC presidents; Dr. Franklin Clark Fry of the United States, chairman of the 14- 
member committee; Dr. Ernest ‘Payne of the United Kingdom; Professor Josef lL. 
Hromadka of Czechoslovakia; Dr. Martin Niemédller of Gcrmany and the Rev. Peter 
K. Dagadu of Ghana. EPS, Geneva 


13s DLLEL 
| 
The Baptist Missionary Society of Great Britain has approved in principle the 
integration of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Coun-= 
Bil. The action was taken by the society's General Committee at a meeting last 


month in London. 
* * 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland will get its eighth diocese this 
year. A new bishop will be elected this spring for the diocese, which will in- 
clude Helsinki. The reorganization is necessary, the church's Ecclesiastical 
Board says, because of the growth of the church. More than 450,000 of its million 


members live in Helsinki. 
% * 


The Rev. Akira Ebisawa, 75, a leader of the Japan National Christian Council, 
died in January. Mr. Ebisawa was general secretary of the NCC from 1926 until 
just prior to the beginning of World War II. He also helped establish the 
Christian Children's Fund, Japan Church World Service and an organization to aid 
the blind. Just before his death he had completed a history of the Protestant 
church in Japan for use in the centennial celebration next year. 


Cae ea 


Student Christian Movement leaders in Europe held their annual meeting in Hagen, 
Germany, on January 22 - 25 to discuss the work of their movements, Hast-West re- 
lationships and Student Christian Movement responsibility in political life. The 
group also made plans for an all-Europe conference on the Life and Mission of the 
Church in connection with the World's Student Christian Federation programme on 
this subject. 


f 
' 


sce 


Tho Finnish Missionary Society celebrated its 100th anniversary last month. 
Plans for the future include new work in Islamic countries and among bushmen in 


south west Africa. 
* * 


A series of Lutheran-Orthodox conferences, arranged by the Lay Training In- 
stitute of the Church of Finland and the Ecumenical Council of Finland will be 
held in Finland, in May. Also attending will be staff members of the Ecumenical 
Institute of the World Council of Churches. The largest conference, which will 
study the problem of church unity from both the Orthodox and Lutheran standpoints, 
is planned for May 23 - 27. 


rami 


Sunday, February 15 will be observed in the northern hemisphere as the Uni- 
versal Day of Prayer for Students, sponsored by the World's Student Christian 


Federation and its member movements. 
x * 


A new Information Office for the Church of England will be set up on May l, 
according to a decision taken last week by the Church Assembly, meeting in London. 
During the discussion of the proposal an Assembly momber said, "Let us have a man 
in charge of this important work who can write in such a way that dad will read it 
at tea while mum is cooking the kippers." EPS, Geneva 
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February 6-21 
February 12-14 
February 135-14 


February 14-17 


February 15 
February 15-17 
February 18-21 


February 19-20 


February 23-24 
February 23-26 
February 25-26 


ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 
1959 


WSCF, Bible Study Leaders' Training Sao Paulo/Brazil 


LWF, Commission on World Service 


Geneva 
WCC/YMCF Consultation on Church-Lay Movement 
Relationships j Geneva 
Lausanne European Youth Assembly Chairman, Coventry/England 
Committee Meeting 
Ecumenical Institute, end of 7th session Bossey/Switzer- 


WCC, Inter—Church Aid Administrative Committee Geneva 


WCC, Inter—Church Aid Migcation Confevence 


Preparatory Commission Geneva 
WCC, Youth Department, European Youth Matters 

Group Vienna 
WCC, Youth Department, European Working Group Ho-.and 
YMCA, President's Committee Geneva 


NCCC in the USA, General Board Hertford, Conn. 


February 28-March 1WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission on 


March 1 


March 2-9 


March 8 
March 9-10 
March 11-16 


March 16-20 


March 20-24 
March 30@—April 4 


March 31-April 4 


March 31-April 5 


April 1-3 
April 3-8 


Tradition and Traditions, American Section New York 


502nd Anniversary Unitas Fratrum - Moravian and 
Czech—Moravian Brethren 


WCCESSA, Conference on "The Present Taxof the 


Sunday School" Salzerbad/Austria 


Church World Service, One Great Hour of Shamnng 


UBS, Sub-Committee on Bible Illustrations London 
WCC, Inter-Church Aid, Fraternal Workers’ Glion/ 
Retreat Switzerland 


YWCA, International Seminar in relation with the 
13th session of the UN Commission on the Stats 
of Women New York 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference of Philsophers. Bossey 


Ecumenical Institute, Study Conference on Pro- 
blems of East European Culture and Churchhife Bossey 


Seminar on Christian Obedience in Africa Today, 
organised by John knox House under the auspices 


of the WCC's Department on the Laity Geneva 
WCC, Division of Studies, Commission on "The 

Lordship of Christ over the Church and the Arnoldshain/ 
World". Germany 


The Associated Church Press, Annual Convention Washington, D.C 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission 


on Worship Heidelberg 
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April 


April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 


April 


April 
April 
April 
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6-10 


6-11 
7-11 
13-20 
14-15 
14-17 
16 
16-25 
17 
19—26 
20-23 


ee 


22-24 
23-27 
26-May 2 


May 1-6 


May 1-8 
May 4-6 


May 5 


May 5-6 


May 6- 


May 14-26 
May 19-22 


May 19-28 


_ May 20-26 


May 26-27 


May 27- June 1 


May 29-31 


WCC, Faith and Order, Lutheran-RKeformed 


Arnoldshain/ 


Consultation Germany 
LWF, Buropean Stewardship Conference Hoisbtittel 
Ecumenical Institute, CCIA Conference Boss ey 


LWF, Latin America Committee 
World Christian Youth Commission Meeting 


LWF, Latin America Conference 


Buenos Aires 
Bossey 


Buenos Aires 


WCCESSA, British Committee London 
YMCA, 5th Asian YMCA Leaders! Conference Gotamba/Japan 
RAVEMCCO Spring Meeting New York | 
Ecumenical Institute, Orthodox Seminar Bossey 


Church Peace Mission, Third National Conference 


on "The Word of God in the Nuclear Age". Evanston/I1l. 


WCC, Executive Committee of the US Conference 
for the World Council of Churches 


US Conference for the WCC 


Buck Hill Falls/Pa. 
Buck Hill Falls 


Presbyterian Church US, General Assembly Atlanta/Ga./USA 
Berlin Ecumenical Youth Leaders' Course, spon- 

sored by the Youth Department of the WCC and 

the OekumenischerArbeitskreis, Germany Berlin 
WCC, Department on the Cooperation of Men and Anandagiri/Nilgiri 
Women in Church and Society, Consultation Hills/India 
UBS, deputation visit to Japan Japan 


WCC, Inter—Church Aid, Administrative Committee Geneva 


United Board for Christian Higher Education in 
Asia, Annual Meeting 


WCCESSA, North American Committee 


New York 
New York 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference for Architects Bossey 


Bast Asia Christian Council Assembly Malaya 
Lausanne European Youth Assembly Preparatory 

Committ ce Amsterdam 
YMCA, "Science, Industry and Faith", a Consul- 

tation on Youth and Christian Faith in the Mainau/Germany 
Welfare State 
WCC, Youth Department, Conference of Work Camp 

Leaders Bossey 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA, General 

Assembly Indianapolis 
UBS, Asian Regional Conference Bangkok 
Ecumenical Institute, Consultation for Poli- 

ticians and Theologians Bossey 
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May 22-24 


June 
June 
June 
June 
June 


June 


June 
July 
July 


July 
July 


July.. 


July 
July 


July 
July 
July 


July 
July 
July 


July 


July 


July 


July 


July 


July 


2-4 
3—4 
4~9 
8-12 
15-22 
15-28 


16=21 
1-4 
1-15 


2-9 
5-8 
6 


7-8 
14-15 


15-25 
16-18 
17-27 


19-23 
20-25 
20-31 


20-August 1 


22-25 


23-30 


24-25 


25-August 2 


27-31 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission 
on Worship 


UBS, Standing Committee 

NCCC in the USA, General Board 

American Baptist Convention 

WCCESSA, Latin Countries Conference 

Annual Synod of the Augustana Lutheran Church 


Ecumenical Institute, Course on Bible Study: 
"Living with the Bible" 


Church of the Brethren, Annual Conference 
Evangelical and Reformed General Synod 


Keumenical Institute, Course for Missionaries 
and Pastors on "The Mission of the Church in 
Conditions of Rapid Social Change" 


WSCF, Executive Committee 
United Church of Christ, General Synod 


Czech Moravian Brothren, 544th Anniversary 
Martyrdom of John Hus 


Czech Moravian Brethren, Biennial Synod 


IMC, Theological Education Fund Executive 
Committee 


WSCF, Caribbean Theological Student Course 
IMC, Theological Education Fund Committee 


International Student Conference on "Christian 


Life in a Scientific Age", sponsored jointly 
by the YMCA Institute of Mainau and the WSCF 


YMCA, Executive Committee 
IMC, Administrative Committee 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for Laymen on 


"Christian Unity and Commitment in the World" 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission 
on Christ and the Church 


WCC, Faith and Order, Study Commission on 
Institutionalism 


YWCA, Young Adult Conference 


World Presbyterian Alliance, Executive Com— 
mittee 


USA 

Bangkok 
Seattle, Wash. 
Des Moines/Iowa 


Belgium 


Bossey 
Ocean Grove/N.J. 
Oberlin/Ohio 


Bossey 
Berlin ? 


Oberlin/Ohio 


West, Texas 


Paris 
Cuba 


Paris 


Mainau/ 
Germany 


Geneva 


Paris 


Bossey 


Tutzing/ 
Germany 


Tutzing 


Biévres near 
Paris 


Sao Paulo 


International Confereice on Rapid Social Change Anatolia College 


WCCESSA, World Education Services Committee 
and Board of Managers 


Thessaloniki 


Glasgow 
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World Presbyterian Alliance, 18th General Coumcil Sao Paulo 


LWF, Commission on World Missions 


July 27-August 6 
July 30-August 6 


Nyborg Strand 


August 3-14 WCC, Faith and Order, Working Committee (and re- 
organised committces for Assemhly preparation) Villach/Austria 
August 3-24 Beumenical linstitute/WSCF Course for Theological 
Students on "Church, Christian Culture and 
Mission" Bossey 
August 4 WCC, Plenary Assembly Commissions Spittal/austria 
1 August 4-13 WCC, Church and Society, Working Committee Spittal/Austria 
August 4-14 WCC, Department on the Cooperation of Men and 
Women in Church and Society, Working Cammittee Spittal/Austria 
: : 
August 4-14 WCC, Department on the Laity, Working Committee Spittal/aAustria 
d August 5-7 WCC, Inter-—Church Aid, Working Committee Spittal 
\ August 5-8 WCC, Department of Information, Working Committee Spittal 
; 
August 5-8 WCC, Department of Missionary Studics, Working 
4 Committee Spittal 
4 August 5-8 WCC, Department on Evangelism, Working Committee Spittal 
) August 5-10 WCC/WCCB Youth Committee Spittal 
| August 6-9 LWF, Pastoral Conference Oxford 
August 7-10 WCC, CCIA Executive Spittal 
4 
4 August 8-9 WCC, Inter-Church Aid Administrative Committee Spittal 
' August 10-12 WCC, Assembly Commissions Spittal 
\ ' August 10-13 WSCF, European Conference on work in Teacher 
| Training Colleges Bath/England 
f 
7 
_ August 10-15 LWF, Commission on Theology Amsterdam 
f August 13-15 IMC/WCC, Joint Comnittee Spittal 
i August 15-18 WCC, Faith and Order, Orthodox Consultation Athens 
| August 16-17 WCC, Department on the Cooperation of Men and 
Women in Church and Society, Consultation with 
Greek Women (not yet definite) Athens 
August 16-20 LWF, Pastoral Conference Neuendettelsau/ 
Germany 
August 17-18 WCC, Executive Committee Athens 
August 18-29 WCC, Central Committee Rhodes 
‘August 22-26 WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission on Oude Poelgeest/ 
Tradition and Traditions, European section Holland 
August 23—{ 
September 12 UBS, Exhibition of Bible Illustrations Edinburgh 
August 28- Ecumenical Institute, Conference of Church 
September 1 Historians Bossey 
_ August 28- International Convention Assembly, Disciples Denver/ 
* September 2 Colorado 


of Christ 


es a ad 
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August 31- 
September 4 


September 1-5 


September 2-5 
September 6-8 
September 7-12 


September 16-25 


September 20-22 
September 21-26 


September 23- 
October 9 


September 29- 
October 1 


October l- 
February 15 


October 
October 
October 


2 
7-10 
20-22 


October 22 


October 27- 
November 4 


November 8-14 
November 8-18 


November 19-20 
December 2=5 


December 8 


December 8 


December 12-14 


December 27- 
January 1 


December 27- 
January 2 


UBS, Conference on Bible Illustrations 


Edinburgh 


WCC, Department on the Laity, Consultation with Church 


Historians on "The Laity in Historic Perspective" 


LWF, Commission on World Service 
UBS, Translation Sub-Committee 


| 
Ecumenical Institute, Consultation on the 
Meaning of the Secular 


YMCA, “Growing Up in Today's Society", a con- 
sultation on living ethics for youth in the 
welfare state 


YWCA, Pre-Council Consultations 


Swiss Week of Pastoral Theology, organised 
by a group of pastors of French-speaking 
Switzerland 


World YWCA Council Meeting 


UBS/WCC/IMC Cooperating Committee on the Place 
and Use of the Bible 


Eighth Session of the Graduate School of 
Ecumenical Studies 


UBS, Standing Committee 


Bossey 
Paris 


Edinburgh 


Bossey 


Mainau 


Cuernavaca/ 
Mexico 


Boss ey 
Cuernavaca/ 
Mexico 


Geneva 


Bossey 


Geneva 


WCC, Inter-Church Aid Consultation on Promotion Eastbourne 


NcCC in the USA, National Convocation on the 


Church in Town and Country, Department of Town Louisville/ 


and Country Church 
WCCESSA, British Committee 


YMCA, Consultation on “The Place and R6éle of 
Girls and Women in the YMCA" 


YMCA/YWCA World Week of Prayer 


Thirteenth European Ecumenical Youth Secre- 
taries Consultation 


WCCESSA, North American Committee 
NCCC in the USA, General Board 


Friends of the World Council of Churches, Inc. 
Annual Meeting 


Executive Committee of the US Conference for 
the World Council of Churches 


World Presbyterian Alliance, Theological Com- 
mission of the European Area 


Eighteenth Student Volunteer Movement Quad- 
rennial Conference on the Christian World 
Mission 


Bighteenth Quadrennial Conference of the 
Student Voluntcer Movement on Christian 
Missions 


Kentucky 


London 


Mainau 


Lund/ 
Sweden 


New York 
Detroit 


New York 
New York 
Geneva 


Athens/ 
Ohio 


Athens/ 
Ohio 
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WCC Executive Committee Concludes Five-Day Session 


(Geneva) - At the closing session of its five-day meeting in Geneva last week, 

the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches made final plans to hold 
its winter meeting on February 8 - 12, 1960, in Buenos Aires, Argentina. It will 
be the first major meeting of any of the council's deliberative bodies to be held 
in Latin America. 


Presenting details to the comaittee, Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, Argentine 
Methodist bishop and one of the WCC's five presidents, said that he hoped the 
visit of the fourteen member-—committee would lead to better understanding of the 
ecumenical movement and the World Council of Churches in South America, where 
evangelical and Orthodox churches are growing rapidly. 


The bishop asked members of the Executive to accept speaking engagements 
in many Latin American countries in connection with the World Council meeting. 
Consultations will be held with leaders of evangelical and Orthodox churches in 
Buenos Aires and, on a smaller scale, in Brazil. 


Arrangements were also outlined for holding the meeting of the WCC's ninety- 
member Central Committee in the University of St. Andrew's, Scotland, August 16 - 
25, 1960. The meetings in Scotland will be associated with the special Edinburgh 


No. 7 — 20th February, 1959. , 9 


commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the first World liissionary Conference 
held in that city in 1910, 4 year usually regarded as the first main milestone in 
the modern Christian unity movement. 


The 1959 meeting of the Central Committee is on the Greek island of Rhodes, 
August 19 - 29. 


In other action, the Executive Committee, at its sessions, February Ge Ls 

APPROVED development of detailed plans and specifications for the first 
stages of a new WCC headquarters near the United Nations building in Geneva and 
authorised preparation of a generally acceptable project for a centrally placed 
chapel. 


RECEIVED a report from Dr. H.H. Wolf, director of the World Council of 
Churches! Ecumenical Institute, on a two-man WCC "fraternal visit" last week to 
the Church of Cyprus. Dr. Wolf was accompanied by Bishop John Cullberg of the 
Church of Sweden. Speaking at a press conference on February 12, Dr. W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, said that "we are glad that we showed 
the Church of Cyprus the great interest we have for a sister church with its 
archbishop in exile. The Executive Committee expressed hopes for the early 
return of Archbishop Makarios to Cyprus. 


ADOPTED a statement urging the cessation of atomic tests, which was delivered 
to the heads of the British, American and Soviet delegations now holding talks in 
Geneva. (See EPS No. 6) 


NOTED that although no official reply had yet been received from the Moscow 
Patriarchate regarding the proposals made last August in Utrecht, Holland, when 
the first meeting was held between representatives of the Patriarchate and the 
World Council of Churches, it is expected that observers from the Russian 
Orthodox Church will attend the meeting of the WCC's Central Committee this sum- 
mer on the island of Rhodes. 


DECIDED to withhold formal comment on the recent announcement from the 
Vatican that the Pope proposes to call an ecumenical council, (See EPS page 3) 


WELCOMED "most cordially" the decision of the United Nations to proclaim a 


World Refugee Year and reaffirmed that the World Council of Churches, “in addition 
to its permanent service will do all in its power to cooperate in any constructive 


initiative taken by governments to solve the problem of refugees." The committee 
Said it also wanted to emphasise that "there are so many refugees, and such dif- 
ficult situations, that their problems simply cannot be solved in one year," but 
hoped that “the problems of many more may be solved in this year than in any 
previous year and that the World Refugee Year may result in far greater attention 
to their needs in the years to follow." 


HEARD that the majority of the replies received to. date by the International 


- Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches approved the proposed inte- 


gration of the two world bodies and indicated that no radical change had been 
Suggested in the draft plan of integration. 


EXPRESSED "great appreciation" to the churches for the steady increase in 
giving for the work of inter-church aid without dramatic appeals and emergencies. 
During 1958, the hoped for amount of $825,000 for the Service Programme, which 
includes all the work of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, 
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was oversubscribed. The 1958 goal was a $75,000 increase over the 1957 total. 


SANCTIONED an arrangement under which Dr. Hans Harms, associate director of 
the council's Division of Studies, will give part-time service as secretary of 
the provisional committee of the European Church Conference. The conference was 
held in Nyborg, Denmark, in early January and the provisional committee was 
authorised to draft a programme of study and future action. Representatives 

} from 22 countries attended the conference. 


z VOTED to propose to the WCC's Central Committee that the number of delegates 
_ for the council's third Assembly in 1961, scheduled for Ceylon, be 600, the same 
as the Evanston Assembly in 1954. EPS, Geneva 


Committee Withholds Comment on General Council 


(Geneva) - The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting in 
Geneva, Februay 9 —- 13, withheld formal comment on the recent announcement from 
the Vatican that the Pope proposes to call an ecumenical council which, it has 
been stated, will have the furthering of Christian unity as one of its concerns. 


Widespread interest in the subject was reported by the 13 members present 
on the part of the 171 Orthodox, Anglican, Protestant and Old Catholic churches 
belonging to the World Council in 53 countries. However, the lack of factual 
information about the proposed council made it impossible, in the judgment of 
the committee, to make any specific statement. 


General approval was given by the committee to the words of the World Coun— 
cil's general secretary, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft: "Much depends on the manner 
in which the council will be called and the spirit in which the question of 
Christian unity will be approached. The question is how ecumenical will the 
council be in composition and spirit?" 


The view was unanimously expressed by the Executive Committee that the ex-~ 
perience of the ecumenical movement, as represented by the World Council of 
Churches, indicates that "progress toward unity is made when churches mect to- 
gether on the basis of mutual respect and with a full commituent on the part of 
each church to the truth of the Gospel, to charity and to a faithful interpre- 
tation of its deepest convictions". The most fruitful first steps in inter- 
church relations, the committee agreed, are actual cooperation among churches in 
¥ service in working for a responsible society and a just and durable peace, in 
theological discussions, and in efforts to secure religious liberty for all peo- 
ple in every land. 


The Committee expressed the confidence that the member churches of the World 
Council will "continue to pray for unity as Christ wills it" and asked its officers 
to keep under review the implications of. the developments in connection-with,-the - 

’ proposed council for the whole cause of Christian unity. _ EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholic Convent Proposed for Sweden 


(Sigtuna) - An application from the Roman Catholic Theresia Foundation to set up 
a convent for Carmelite nuns in Glumsldv, Sweden, is awaiting a government de- 
cision. It would be the first Roman Catholic convent in Sweden since the 
Reformation. 
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“Church News from the Northern Countries," issued in Sigtuna, reports that 
the Swedish Advisory Council has opposed the move. However, the council says 
that if permission is granted, it recommends that it should be on the condition 
that the nuns become Swedish citizens “after some years"; and that, tin consi= 
deration of personal freedom", women who have taken vows can leave the convent if 
they wish without fear of punishment. EPS, Geneva 


Greek Orthodox Archbishop Elected for America 


- (New York) - The Metropolitan James A. Coucouzes of Melita has been elected to 
succeed the late Archbishop Michael as head of the 1,150,000—member Greek Ortho- 
dox Church of North and South America. 


Since March 1955 the Metropdlitan James has been the representative of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople and of the other three ancient Patriar- 
chates of the Orthodox Church — Antioch, Alexandria and Jerusalem —- at the 
headquarters of the World Council of Churches in Geneva. 


The forty-seven year old archbishop—elect was born on the island of Imbros, 
Turkey, and educated in the theological school of Halki, Constantinople, and at 
Harvard Divinity School. Now an American citizen, he was a priest and teacher 
in America between 1939 and 1955, serving as professor and dean of the Greek 
Theological Seminary, Pomfret, Connecticut, dean of the Hellenic Cathedral of 
New York City, dean of the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Boston, Mass., and Dean 
of the Greek Orthodox Seminary of Brookline, Mass. 


The new archbishop is a member of the World Council of Churches! Central 
Committee and in recent years has been a leading Orthodox spokesman at ecumenical 
meetings. EPS, Geneva 


Theological Teachers Defend Fidel Castro 


(Matanzas, Cuba) ~ The faculty of Union Theological Seminary in Matanzas has 
appealed for better understanding in the United States of the aims and actions 
of the new Fidel Castro government in Cuba. 


In an open letter written by Professor Milton LeRoy, an American who teaches 
pastoral counselling, the faculty complains of misinformation and "false inter- 
pretations" directed against the new régime. "The express intention of the 
revolutionary leaders that this should be a model revolution, one that executes 
justice but does not seek revenge" is cited in the letter, which questions the 
"moral right" of the United States to object to executions of Batista followers,. It is 
claimed that the United States has made no protest against "killings and tortures 
without trial" under the former Batista government. 


The faculty members say that Fidel Castro and his collaborators are "striving 
for an honest and just government" and "have the backing of the Cuban people". 
EPS, Geneva 


American Churches Oppose Peacetime Military Training 


(New York) —- The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA has re- 
iterated its concern for "adequate national defence", but renewed its public 
opposition to universal military training in peacetine. 
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The views of the council were made known before the Armed Services Committee 
of the US House of Representatives in Washington, which had called for testimony 
on proposals to extend universal training for a four-year period. 


Reasons given by the council's spokesman included "the danger inherent in 
an overwhelming emphasis on militarism", interrupted education, the effect of the 
training programme on US foreign relations. The financial burden of maintaining 
the men under arms was also questioned. 


The testimony in Washington reaffirmed stands on the issue taken by the 
National Council's General Board in January 1952 and March 1955. 


The council's opposition was supported by the United Christian Youth Move- 
ment, one of its affiliated units, which represents ten million church young 
people in the United States. EPS, Geneva 


DDR's Catholic Bishops Call for No Compromise 


(Berlin) - A letter from the Roman Catholic bishops and their commissaries in the 


East German Republic has urged Catholics not to sever themselves from their church 


by public declarations. The message, which was read in all Roman Catholic 
churches in the DDR and Berlin, urges church members to insist on freedom of 
conscience. 


Catholics are warned in the letter not to make statements that they have 
left the church, “even when under pressure from methods which are unworthy of 
human dignity and contrary to the right of freedom of conscience guaranteed in 
the constitution". 


The bishops also complain of pressure on young people to induce them to go 
through the Communist-sponsored youth dedication ceremony. They say the rite 
is incompatible with the Christian faith and must be rejected. 


Referring to attempts by Communists’ to substitute "secular ceremonies" for 
the Church's sacraments and rites, the pastoral letter says: "After mature re- 
flection, we make the statement that no Catholic can participate in a socialist 
wedding cermeony, the youth dedication, socialist name-giving, socialist funerals 
or any other anti-church ceremonies of the same kind without denying his sacred 
faith. There is no compromise between faith in God and the religion of god- 
lessness." EPS, Geneva 


IWF Leaders Confer with Hungarian Churchmen 
(Vienna) - For the first time since the retirement of Lutheran Bishop Lajos 


Ordass, Hungarian Lutheran leaders have conferred with members of the President's , 


Committee of the Lutheran World Federation in an attempt to "clarify relation- 
ships". 


The meeting took place in Vienna on February 14. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, 
LWF president, together with the federation's executive secretary, Dr. Carl E. 
Lund-Quist, treasurer Rudolf Weeber of Germany, Bishop Bo Giertz of Sweden and 
Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger of Germany received Bishop Zoltan Kaldy, the 
Successor of Bishop Ordass, and Professor Miklos Palfy of the Budapest Lutheran 
theological faculty. The Hungarian delegation asked for improved relations with 
the LWF following strain connected with Bishop Ordass' retirement. 
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LWF representatives told the Hungarian delegation that the Hungarian Lutheran 
Church would be “regarded as a member church with the same rights and duties as 
all other member churches". More inter-church aid action was promised, including 
help for church institutions. The LWF representatives asked to be able to send 
visitors to Hungary to help with the development of inter-church aid and suggested 
participation of Hungarians in exchange programmes and committees of the LWF. 

EPS, Geneva 


Bossey Graduate School Closes on February 14 

(Geneva) - Forty-five students concluded their studies on February 14 at the 
Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies of the Ecumenical Institute of the World 
Council of Churches, just outside Geneva. 


The four-and-a-half-month session closed with the Methodist Covenant Service, 
Holy Communion and prayers of intercession for each of the students as they re- 
turned to their churches. This year's student group, the largest on record, 
came from 22 nations and represented 11 denominations. 


In his closing lecture to the students of the seventh Graduate School, Dr. 
H.H. Wolf, director of the institute, said he hoped they would not "return self- 
satisfied" but rather would "open doors for a new atmosphere and a new feeling 
to enter their own denominations". One of the main subjects of study in the 
graduate school session was "The Roman Catholic World". A different major 
Christian confession is studied in detail each year. 


Professor Wolf cited some of the "expectancy" Christians felt over last 
summer's discussions of relations with the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian 
Orthodox Church and the January announcement by Pope John XXIII of his intention 
to call a general council of the Roman Catholic Church. "But let us be interes— — 
ted in finding a right obedience in the Church of Jesus Christ. We pray that 
all of us may be used for the renewal of our churches," he said. 


During the semester the students heard lectures on the Roman Catholic and 
non=-Roman Catholic conception of mission, the Roman Catholic view of the ecumeni- 
cal movement and the position of the World Council of Churches. Other subjects 
included the history of the ecumenical movement, an introduction to the theolo- 
gical thought of different continents, an introduction to worship and spiritual 
life in communities like Bossey and reports from various churches. 


Students this year represented Lutheran, Disciple, Anglican, Congregational, 
Methodist, Presbyterian and Reformed, Orthodox, Baptist, United, Syrian Orthodox 
churches and the Church of South India. Twelve students -— the largest group - 
came from the United States. There were six enrolled from Germany and five 
from Great Britain. Other countries represented were France, Formosa, Canada, 
Greece, the Netherlands, South Africa, Sweden, Cuba, Finland, Ceylon, Switzerland, 
the Cameroons, Spain, Cyprus, Madagascar, Denmark, India, Ethiopia, Poland and 
‘Turkey. . EPS, Geneva 
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Communist Ceremonies to Supplant Church Rites 

(Stalinstadt, DDR) - The town council of Stalinstadt in East Germany has issued 
detailed instructions for the celebration of socialist ceremonies for births, 
marriages and deaths. 


_ The atheistic emphasis of the ceremonies is laid down in a set of introductory 


oo 


a 
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principles, which reject equivalent rites in church as inventions of the "ex- 
ploiting classes". The "principles" say that the church ceremonies are "divorced 
from life" but the newly-issued forms are based on "socialist humanism, which is 
atheist and recognises no power higher than the human race as it works and strug- 
gles for peace, democracy and socialism." 


The introductory principles also say the socialist state has the right to 
use the preparatory methods outlined in the document and conduct ceremonies to 
"influence parents, the parties to marriages and the survivors of deceased per- 
sons and educate them in socialism". The educational task is described as of 
primary importance. 


Stalinstadt has opened an office to ensure that the new ceremonies are put 
into effect. The director of the office, which comes under the "Department of 
Culture" will prepare parents, fiancés and relatives of the dead for the rites 
and attempt to establish good relations between government officials and parti- 
cipants in the ceremonies. 


Further meanings attached to the new rites are spelled out in the regulations. 
"The celebration of the birth and naming of a child" is described as "making the 
parents recognise that they are part of the whole nation and of its efforts for 
the future". The ceremony is claimed to be "the official introduction of the 
child to human society" when "the parents take a vow to bring up the child in 
accordance with the principles of socialism", 


Civil marriage under the new code is said to "invest the decision of the 
man and the woman with the socialist ethic. They take a socialist marriage vow" 
and "the ceremony is to be public so as to emphasise the social significance of 
this personal event." 


"The official burial ceremony" is called "an appreciation of the good efforts 
and actions of the deceased person. The mourners are to be comforted by a sense 
of proud satisfaction at having been connected with hin. His death must stimu- 
late them to fill the gap left by his having died." 


Vows in the marriage ceremonies are exactly described. Addresses preceding 
the taking of vows must include the admonition that no one "can enjoy happiness 
outside life, outside the socialist world" and that “religion fails to protect 
marriage because God does not exist; the churches are impotent, because religion 
despises earthly life and because of the immorality of those church leaders who 
approve of war as God's instrument". | 


Press and mass organizations are to urge the public to attend the rites and 
underline their "social significance". While vows are signed "unobtrusive music" 
is to be played and participants leave the ceremonies to military march music. 
The stated aim of the music is to make the ceremonics impressive. EPS, Geneva 


Germany's Union Church Resists State Pressure 


(Berlin) - The synod of the Evangelical Church of the Union in Germany has taken 
measures to stiffen Christian opposition to secularising manoeuvres of the 
Communist state in Kast Germany. 


Addressing the synod's opening session on February 7, the church's president, 
Pastor Kurt Scharf, said that the introduction of atheist ceremonies for births, 


» jleial 
hee. 
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deaths and marriages in the town of Stalinstadt had clarified the differences 
between church and state and consolidated the stand of the church. "Never be- 
fore have we been so spiritually united at the opening of a synod and at a critical 
moment in history," said President Scharf (see also EPS page 6). 


Following the synod the EKU's council will set up a commission to discuss the 
encounter between the Church and atheism and make recommendations, The report 


of the commission will be used as a basis for action at the level of regional 
church synods, pastors’ associations and parish groups. 


A leaflet has already been prepared on "The Gospel and the Christian Life in 
the DDR". President Ernst Wilm of the Church of Westphalia, in West Germany, 
said the aim of the publication was to lead individual Christians to a real con- 
frontation with Marxism and especially with Marxists, as fellow-men "whom Jesus 
Christ visits and loves just as much as Christians". 


A new order of worship was unanimously commended to the EKU's member bodies 
by the synod, but Bishop Otto Dibelius, who was absent at the WCC's Executive 
Committee in Geneva, told the meeting in a message that he did not favour the 
new order and regarded it as an attempt to put the clock back and "a retreat from 
the spiritual vitality which was bestowed upon us during the time of the confess-— 
ing church", 


A message from the synod to the "German People and the Great Powers" urged 
Germans to agree to controlled limitation of Germany's military potential, not 
to accept atomic rearmament, not to participate in the cold war and to see that 
peace and reunification cannot be gained without personal sacrifice. The message 
calls on the great powers to help the German people by granting them self- 
determination and the restoration of "unrestricted and legally-protected communi- 
cation between all German citizens on German territory" as the basis for a peace 
treaty. EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


Canon Herbert M. Waddams has resigned as secretary of the Church of England 
Council on Foreign Relations as from April 20, to accept an appointment to the 
parish of Manotick in Ottawa, Canada. He will be succeeded by the Rev. John 
Richard Satterthwaite, assistant general sccretary. 


ae ees 


Eighty delegates from ten Australian churches attended the annual meeting of 
the Australian Council for the World Council of Churches last week at Menangle, 


near Sydney. 
. * * 


Billy Graham was greeted by throngs of Australians when he arrived in Sydney 
last week to begin a sixteen-week crusade. Mr. Graham's plane was met by 
Anglican Co-adjutor Bishop R.C. Kerle of Sydney, chairman of the Australian 
Crusade Committee, and other committee members, representing the sponsoring 


churches. 
x * 


"Brasil Presbiteriano" is the name of a new paper published by the Presby- 
terian Church of Brazil in Portuguese. Edited by J. Mauricio Wanderley, the 
paper replaces "0 Puritano" and "Notre Evangélico".. 


, x x 
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Dr. Luther A. Weigle, dean cmeritus of Yale Divinity School, has been 
honoured by Protestant educators on his retirement after 30 years as chairman of 
the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association. Dr. 
Weigle was chairman of the Standard Bible Committce which produced the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible in 1952-53. 


te 


| 
The Cuban Council of Evangelical Churches has gone on record as favouring 
the proposed integration of the International liissionary Council and the World 
Council of Churches, "provided the new organization contemplates the represen- 
tation of the national councils so that national interdenominational cooperation 
may not be affected". 


TN by 


For the first time, a woman has been given full responsibility for a parish 
in the Slovak Evangelical Church (Augsburgian Confession) in Czechoslovakia. 
Women have been ordained in the church for several years but until now have 
worked only as assistant pastors. 


5s Mtag 


The German Coordinating Council of the Hebrew Christian Alliance has appealed 
to German citizens "to take energetic steps to combat any signs of racial ani- 
mosity, especially against demagogues, stubborn reactionaries and disturbers of 
justice and humanity". EPS, Geneva 
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DRC in Transvaal Sees Government over "Areas Act" 


(Johannesburg) - Officers of the Dutch Reformed Church (Nederduitse Gereformeerde 
Kerk) in the Transvaal have seen the South African Minister of the Interior, Mr. 
Tom Naudé, about the consequences of implementing the government's Group Areas 
Act. 


The effects of the legislation on the rights of Indian businessmen had pre- 
viously been criticised by Professor Ben J. Marais, a well-known Dutch Reformed 
churchman, who said the shifting of Indians from long-established business sites 
involved grave injustice. Dr. Marais said he had "sufficient faith in the Dutch 
Reformed Church to believe we will not sit still while injustice is taking place" 
(see EPS No. 5). 


The executive officers of the Transvaal church who conferred with the mninis— 
ter in Cape Town on February 19 were the moderator, the Rev. A.li. Meiring, the 
Rev. C.B. Brink, Dr. F.E. O'B. Geldenhuys and the Rev. J.M. Benade. They were 
accompanied by the moderator of the church in the Cape Province, Dr. A.J. van der 
Merwe, and reported on their return to Johannesburg that the discussions with the 
government would be continued. BPS, Geneva 
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Australian Church Body Urges Trusteeship for New Guinea 


(Sydney) - The Australian Council for the World Council of Churches, which in- 
cludes the major non-Roman Catholic churches in Australia, has urged a trustee- 
ship arrangement for the whole island of New Guinea. 


The territory of West New Guinea, now under Dutch sovereignty, has been 
claimed by Indonesia. 
} 
The Australian church body said that "the primary objective of all policies 
| in connection with New Guinea must be the promotion of the well-being of all its 
people, and of international peace and stability. Insistence on Australian or 
Indonesian military security can never be the determining factor in deciding the 
destiny of the New Guinea people", the statement went on. 


Proceeding to possible next steps, the Council said that West New Guinea and 
Papua should be placed under United Nations Trusteeship, "or some other form of 
international supervision". 


The Australian government was urged to "encourage the rapid development of 
Papua and North East New Guinea towards independence within a unity of the whole 
island". EPS, Geneva 


Protestant Minister Reported Killed in Colombia 


(Barranquilla) - An assistant pastor of the Protestant congregation in San Vin- 
cente, Colombia, is reported to have been killed on January 24 when a group of 
armed men attacked worshippers as they left an evening service. 


Also dead, according to the Information Service of the Evangelical Confedera- 
tion of Colombia, is a four-year-old boy who died of a bullet wound in a hospital 
in Bucaramanga. EPS, Geneva 


YMCA Employees Strike in Manila 


(Manila) - Eighty-five employees of the YMCA in Manila, have gone on strike be- 
cause of unmet demands for an increase in salary. 


Because of a picket line in front of the building, members of the YMCA have 
been unable to use the building. A suit by the YMCA and a counter-suit by the 
striking workers have been filed in court. The employees contend that the YMCA 
is bound by labour legislation. 


Counsel for the 47-year-old Manila YMCA says that the organisation "recog- 
nises the freedom of its employees to organise themselves for the promotion of 
their welfare and would be willing to deal with its employees through represen- 
tatives of their own choice for the purpose of fixing the terms and conditions 
of their employment". EPS, Geneva 


WCC-YMCA Leaders Hold Consultation 


(Geneva) - Relations between churches and Christian lay movements was the subject 
of a two-day consultation in Geneva between leaders of the World Council of 
Churches and the World Alliance of YMCAs. 
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During the consultation,;on February 13 - 14, attended by 17 representatives 
of the two organisations, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, said 
that "both the churches and the YMCA have reason to speak extremely humbly re- 
garding their success in dealing with youth. A common penitence ought to bring 
us together. Yet there are hopeful signs of pioneering efforts on both sides 
to break through to a more effective approach to secularised youth". 


i 
Dr. Paul M. Limbert, secretary general of the World Alliance of YMCAs, poin- 
ted out that it was a long-standing concern of the Alliance to “establish and 
maintain an effective relationship to the churches of all confessions". 


The consultation, while not attempting to formulate a joint statement, 
noted that the YMCA includes within its constituency members of all major Chris- 
tian confessions and denominations as well as many adherents of non-Christian 
religions and probably attracts many youths because of its independence. A 
further study will be made of situations where lay movements and churches are 
working in close cooperation. 


Also attending the consultation were observers from the World YWCA, the 
World's Student Christian Federation and the World Council of Christian Education 
and Sunday School Association. EPS, Geneva 


Preparatory Commission for WCC Migration Conference Meets 


(Geneva) - A three-day consultation to discuss what should be the role and con- 
cern of the churches in the field of international migration was held in Geneva 
on February 18 — 20, the first meeting of the preparatory commission for a 
Migration Conference to be sponsored by the World Council of Churches in 1960. 


Subjects discussed included the present role of the churches in the migra- 
tion of refugees, migration and population pressures, and the division of function 
between governmental and intergovernmental bodies and voluntary agencies. 


National working groups are to be set up to stimulate interest in the pro- 
blems of migration and to collect detailed information. A second meeting of 
the commission will be held in Geneva on July 21 - 23. 


The commission is charged with preparing specific questions to churches and , 
national councils about their present programmes and future plans; making a 
study of the human and sociological implications of the movement of people; re- 
porting on the present commitments of the World Council to inter-governmental 
agencies in this field and recommending the ones that should be maintained. 


Attending were representatives of Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Japan, 
the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the United States. Observers were 
present from the World Alliance eer the World YWCA and the Lutheran World 
.Federation. EFS, Geneva 


Evangelical Pastors' Federation Makes Plans in Bast Germany 


(Berlin) - A Federation of Evangelical Pastors, formed in the German Democratic 
Republic last year (see EPS No. 38, 1958), will hold a series of six retreats for 
members and their invited friends, beginning in May. Retreats will also be held 
for pastors! wives. 


ad 
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Plans for the federation include publication of an “Evangelical Pastors’ 
Journal". 


A circular letter to federation members, signed by Pastor Wolfgang Caffier, 
head of the organization, says that there will be no attempt to lay down rules 
for dealing with the problem of confirmation for young people who have been 
through Communist-—sponsored youth dedication ceremonies. The decision on this 
question will be left to local pastors. 


The federation had published a statement on the youth dedication ceremony 
last autumn, claiming that it was fully compatible with confirmation (see EPS 
No. 38, 1958). BPS, Geneva 


France, Italy, in "Twin Parish" Ecumenical Project 


(Lyon) - In an experiment partly inspired by the intemational "twin city" 
schemes between towns of similar size in two different countries, a parish in 
Lyon, France, has adopted one in Florence, Italy. 


The French Reformed ministor of Croix-Rousse, Lyon, Daniel Atger, wrote to 
Pastors Carlo Gay and Alberto Ricca of the Waldensian Church in Florence, sug- 
gesting regular correspondence. The Florence parishioners replied with enthu- 
siasm. The parishes now pray regularly for each other's undertakings. 


Plans for the future include regular exchange of news, linkage of families 
by correspondence, hospitality for visitors in homes, delegations from church to 
church and exchange visits on vacations. 


Pastor Daniel Atger, urging other churches to take up the "ecumenical twin 
parish" idea, says that if the idea spreads it will help to make the ecumenical 
movement real in spite of language barriers. EPS, Geneva 


Czech Churches Step Up Anti-Nuclear Weapon Campaign 


(Prague) - The Czech churches participating in the Work of the"Prague Peace 
Conference" have pledged themselves through their representatives to work for 
peace and to teach that atomic warfare is a sin. Church publications and 
preaching will be used to implement the pledge. 


— ee 


In a statement recently issued in Prague, the church representatives go on 
to condemn the possession of A-weapons, even as a deterrent. They say that 
possession increases the danger of use and the fear created works against con- 
fidence and understanding. The idea of defending the Christian faith and 
civilisation with atomic weapons is rejected. 


The Czech churches also ask the committee preparing for a world Christian 
peace conference “to take the necessary steps to ensure that all Christians ob- 
serve the anniversary of the destruction of Hiroshima by the first atom—bomb as 
a day of repentance". Encouragoment is also given to the committce to push on 
with preparations for a World Conference which will "condemn the military use 
of atomic energy and strengthen international confidence" on behalf of all 
Christians. EPS, Geneva 


i. 
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DDR Pastors Urged to Stay at ‘Posts 


(Hamburg) - An anonymous East German pastor has stressed the importance for the 
churches in East Germany of having ministers who resist the temptation to flee 
to the West. 


In a letter to the “Hamburger Informationsblatt", the writer takes issue 
with an article by West German theologian Hans Asmussen, who had questioned the 
wisdom of an agreement that outlaws West German appointments for East German 

: pastors. 


The East German writer said that every pastor who fled left his flock with- 
out a shepherd. He declared that the "life and death struggle" of the churches 
in the DDR against “atheistic materialism’ made it essential for "someone to act 
as a voice for those who are dumb. There must be people who remain human when 
the whole of life has become political", the letter continues, “people whom one 
can trust, to whom one can tell one's difficulties, people who will not immediate- 
ly pass on everything one says to a Communist official, so that he can inform 
the state security service." 


Conceding that a pastor may be legitimately forced to leave East Germany 
when his life is endangered or when his family needs medical or special educa- 
tional care that is available only in West Germany, the letter argues that only 
the churches in East Germany are entitled to decide whether a man is justified 
in leaving. 


Even then, according to the writer, the West German churches should not 
appoint a refugee to a parish without clearance by the East German churches. 


"As long as we do not urge the people in our congregations to flee in order 
to save their souls, our pastors must remain at their posts", the letter concludes. 
EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


A statement issued in the United States by the National Association of 
Evangelicals “deplores the division in the ranks of Protestantism in response to 
the call of the Pope for an ecumenical council". Emphasizing that Protestants 
stand for the final authority of Scripture and the liberty of the believer to 
interpret the Bible through the Holy Spirit, the statement says that "the 
favourable attitude of liberal Protestants toward possible Protestant-Catholic 
cooperation ignores these mighty gains of the Reformation, and thus fails the 
great Protestant public", 


Ei XA 


The Protestant Council of the City of New York has opened a $400,000 fund 
to erect, maintain and staff a chapel at the New York International Airport. 
The chapel will stand near similar Roman Catholic and Jewish buildings. 


ae 


The Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF) of the World Council of Churches 
has extended its work outside Europe for the first time by allocating $20,000 
for loans in Asia and by setting up a national committee in Burma. Attempts 
are also being made to establish national committees in Latin America and Africa. 
A $10,000 fund has been set aside for Africa. ECLOF now operates in eleven coun- 
tries and extends loans for approved construction projects of the churches. 
x # 
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The annual meeting of the Australian Council for the World Council of 
Churches unanimously elected the Anglican Archbishop of Brisbane, the Most Rev. 
R.C. Halse, as president for 1959. 


* % 
The Evangelical Methodist Church in the Philippines, a thirty thousand- 


' member church which seceded from the then Methodist Episcopal Church in 1909, 
| celebrates its golden jubilee this month. 


Sp ES 


_ 


Three groups of theologians in Japan are working on the Japanese transla- 
tion and publication of collected works of John Wesley, Martin Luther and John 
Calvin to mark the commemoration of the centennial of the missionary work of the 
evangelical churches in Japan. 


ae 


A “white book", published by the Study Commission of the French Protestant 
Federation, gives the text of documents showing progress in theological conver-— 
sations proceeding in France with a view to closer unity of the Lutheran and 


Reformed churches. 
eK 


President Carlos Garcia of the Philippines has informed the Philippine 
Federation of Christian Churches that he will personally view the Martin Luther 
Film before reconsidering whether it may be shown in the Philippines outside 
church buildings. The film has been banned for public showing for several 


years. 
* % 


The Council for Ecumenical Cooperation of the Church Assembly of the Church 
of England has appointed the Rev. David Paton, managing director and editor of 
the Student Christian Movement Press since 1956 and a former missionary in China, 
as its secretary. 


% * 


A survey on marriage carried out by the Polish periodical "Banner of Youth" 
in cooperation with sociologists from the University of Lodz and the Polish 
Academy of Science shows that 73 per cent of the 2,000 interviewed were married 
in church. Of these 40 per cent came from working class families, 40 per cent 
from the petite bourgeoisie and 20 per cent from peasant background. 


tas car 


Professor Otto Bartning, well-known German architect, who designed the 
internationally famous “emergency churches" erected in war-devastated Germany 
in cooperation with the World Council of Churches, died on February 216 Patiala ee 
fessor Bartning was, at the time of his death, consulting architect for the new 


WCC headquarters to be erected in Geneva by 1961. 
; YO 3 


Theme of the second Prague Christian Peace Conference, to be held April 16 - 
19, will be "The Church Repentant -— A Church for the World". About 150 Protes- 
tant and Orthodox participants from Eastern and Western Europe are expected. 
i 2G 


The first All-Africa Lutheran Seminary opened at Marangu, Tanganyika, on 


February 16. Under the direction of Dr. Joseph Busse, of Hamburg, Germany, 

seventeen African pastors from six territories will take the first two-year 
4 course. BPS, Geneva 
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Message of the Synod of the Evangelical Union Church in Germany 
February 1959 
(See EPS No. 7) 


The Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Union is meeting in a situation 
pregnant with tremendous dangers, not only for the divided people of Germany and 
for its divided captial city, but for world peace. The Synod realises how little 
it can do, and how impossible it is to proclaim that certain political policies 


are the will of God. But we cannot close our ears to the many evidences of 


external and spiritual difficulty, which urge us to place our trust in God and 
venture to do something for the German people and for world peace in this emer- 
gency. We therefore request all concerned to consider with us the following 
insights and proposals, which are dictated by the plight in which we are all 
involved. 


I. 


1) Especially with regard to the question of peace and reunion, the German 


people should remember that the present situation is still the bitter outcome of 


their own guilt. Recognising this they should resist any revival of that 
nationalism in all its forms which dragged us and the whole world down into the 
abyss, and help to promote international reconciliation. Unless they definitely 
repent in this way, the German people will never attain peace, either spiritual 
or political. 


2) The German people should resist the temptation to engage in power-politics 
by resort to alliances. 


3) The German people should declare themselves in agreement with a controlled 
limitation of Germany's military potential. More particularly, the Synod again 
Calls for rejection of all methods of mass destruction and urges the German . 
people not to adopt nuclear armaments. 


4) Every German government should realise that it is its duty to enable differ- 
ent ideologies and forms of life to co-exist in liberty and mutual tolerance. 


5) The German people in both parts of Germany must refrain from participation 
in the cold war. The cold war springs from fear, mistrust and the struggle 
between ideologies; by harming the honour of its opponent and through lying 
propaganda, it is a devilish way of preparing for the hot war. The Synod says 
this fully realising that the black-white ideology of the cold war threatens to 
dominate even us Christians, thus constituting a tremendous menace to the unity 
of the Christian Church. 


6) Our people must all realise once and for all, that neither peace nor reuni- 
fication can be attained without great persomlsacrifice. We cannot uphold our 
rights vis-a-vis the other powers if we ourselves are not prepared to make sacri- 
fices to serve a new era of cooperation between nations. 
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We beg the powers who have assumed responsibility for our country, as a 
result of its unconditional surrender, to devote serious consideration to the 
following proposals for the sake of peace: 


1) We ask the world powers not to continue to treat the two parts of Germany 
as a front-line for military and ideological power-politics. 


2) We ask them to pursue untiringly the efforts that have been begun to build 
up understanding and confidence. A policy of mutual deterrence, carried on 
within an atmosphere of fear, threatens to bring about a world catastrophe of 
inconceivable horror, instead of the peace for which the nations are longing. 


3) We ask them to help the German people to attain peace and reunification and 
not to refuse them the right to self-determination, which is one of the univer- 
sally recognised human rights. At the same time we urge the German people to 
be prepared to make sacrifices. 


4) Finally we beg the powers, as the basis for a peace-treaty, to restore 
unrestricted and legally-protected comaunication between all German citizens on 
Germany's present soil. Reunification must take place between people before 

it can be re-established politically, and it is not for the synod to indicate 
how political reunion should be achieved. But the synod must advocate this 
reunion between people because it fecls responsible for the plight of the German 
people and for peace all over the world." EPS, Geneva 
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US National Council "Receives" Statement on China 


(Hartford, Conn.) - The 200 members of the General Board of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the USA have unanimously voted to "receive" a message 
to the churches adopted last November by a World Order Study Conference, held under 
the auspices of the council. Meeting late in February in Hartford, Conn., the 
policy-making General Board pointed out that its action neither approved nor dis- 
approved the controversial statement which included a recommendation calling for 
United States recognition of China and its admission to the United Nations. (See 
EPS No. 45, 1958) 


The message will now be transmitted to the council's Department of International 
Affairs for whatever action it considers necessary. Council officials pointed out 
that it may or may not come before the board again. 


Mr. Ernest A. Gross of New York, chairman of the International Affairs Depart- 
ment and of the World Order Study Conference, told the board that such conferences 
did not "profess to speak for anyone other than the delegates in attendance and 


that, even as to these, there is no claim of unanimity on every specific issue. 


In other action, the board also approved a statement "reiterating our loyalty 
to the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ and our opposition to atheistic 
Communism".... 


A 
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Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, council president, told the poard members that no matter 
how controversial a major social issue may be, the Christian Church is morally and 
theologically required to speak its mind. "Tt was the vigorous pronouncements 

Jesus made on controversial matters that sent Him to the cross," he said .... "We 
are commissioned by the authority of the Holy Scripture to speak with conviction 
and power in all the areas of freedom, justice and truth providing always that we 
ourselves shall be humble and teachable, never pretending to an infallibility God 
has never given to any church." EPS, Geneva 


‘ US Church Agen Favours Recognition of China 


(New York) ~The Council for Christian Social Action of the United Church of Christ 
has gone on record as favouring the recognition of the Chinese government by the 
i United States and its admission to membership in the United Nations. 


\ 


"We believe that world order, justice and peace would, under certain conditions, 
be better served by the inclusion of the People's Republic of China in the UN and 
its recognition by our government than by continuing the present situation," a 
Council statement said. 


.———— 


The declaration was reported to be the first time that a national Protestant 
denominational agency in the United States had endorsed proposals for the recog~ : 
nition of China. 


The statement said that recognition does not mean "any lessening of vigilance 
or of concern for the freedom and security of non=-Communist nations". The council 
said that before China is recognised "a settlement in Korea and international agree- 
ments protecting all the people on Taiwan" must be made. EPS, Geneva 


Cautious Reaction in Finland to Pope's Initiative 


(Helsinki) -~ The Finnish Ecumenical Council has welcomed the Pope's plan to use 
the forthcoming General Council as a means of furthering the unity of the Church 
of Christ. At the same time the council said in a statement, that "if the Roman 
Church wants real wnity and fellowship on the basis of mutual understanding it 
ought to take part in the ecumenical work of the World Council of Churches and not 
expect other churches to attend its own denominational meetings". 


Bishop Aleksanteri of the Orthodox Church of Finland said that Orthodox ex- 
perience showed that "this kind of Roman proposal means an effort to draw all other 
churches to the Roman Church on the conditions of the latter. The Orthodox Church", 
he declared, "has its own doctrines and traditions, older than those of the Roman 
Church. It would be cowardice to deny the holy inheritance given to us by God and 
to accept the doctrines and traditions of the Roman Church." EPS, Geneva 


Federation of Churches Suggested for Canada 


(Toronto) — An official of the United Church of Canada has urged the establishment 
of a Federation of Christian Churches in Canada which would include all Protestant 
groups. 


The Rev. William G. Berry, associate secretary of his church's Board of Evan- 


gelism and Social Service, said the federation could include all denominations, 
"both liberal and literal, high and low, liturgical and free". 


. 
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Dr. Berry told the annual meeting of his board that there was something hypo- 
critical in praying that nations might get together from pulpits to which preachers 
of other denominations would not be invited. EPS, Geneva 


Atheist Propaganda Ineffective? | 


(Prague) - "We must admit that so far we have achieved very little in the field of 
atheist propaganda," is the conclusion of a Communist youth leader reporting to 
the third Congress of the Czech Youth Union. 


Published in the Czech paper, "Mlada Fronta", the report expresses regret 
_ that most students in Czechoslovakia still cling obstinately to their religious 
conviction, showing a regrettable "bourgeois mentality" and being indifferent to- 
ward politics. 


As an example, the report cites a student who credited her good marks in an 
examination on "Marxism and Religion" to the fact that she had gone to confession 
before the exam. 


"Tf our students try to overcome their nervousness by amusing themselves, we 
have no objection", the report continues. "But if they go to church and make a 
confession before taking an examination on Marxism, this shows a very serious dis- 
crepancy in their minds and behaviour, which cannot be ignored in the Communist 
Youth Union." EPS, Geneva 


French Protestants Urged to Act Responsibly 


(Niort, France) - French Protestants were criticised for shirking their responsi- 
bilities at the thirty-second national congress of the Protestant Christian social 
action movement, “Christianisme Social". 


In a review of France's present political situation, the movement's general 
secretary, Mr. Maurice Voge, said "Our Protestantism has simply drifted along with 
every wind of doctrine. What we say is not sufficiently loyal to our faith nor 
sufficiently trenchant." Among the most urgent problems,he cited revival of social 
awareness and the need to take a stand against possible threats to human freedoms. 


Professor Paul Ricocur of Strasbourg, co-president of the "Christianisme Social" 
movement, told the conference, which was in session from February 27 to March 1, that 
there was a growing gap between the demands of the Gospel and the technical, economic 
and social problems of today's world. He stressed that modern man raises the 
question of justice because of the pressure of his own needs rather than because of 
a sense of moral indignation. | 


, Professor Ricoeur said that the key question was no longer the sharing of pro- 
perty but the sharing of power. He told the conference that in such a situation 
the Gospel did not provide Christians with economic principles but urged them to 
exercise pressure in favour of an ethic of responsibility. 


Other speakers at the meeting included Mr. Alfred Sauvy, director of the French 
National Institute of Demographic Studies, Mr. Hubert Deschamps, former governor of 
Madagascar and Mr. Georges Severac of the National Institute of Agronony. General 
theme of the sessions was "New Forms of Justice and the Social Crisis". ir, Geneva 
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Mission Restrictions Reported in India 


(New Delhi) - The Indian government will no longer admit foreign missionaries into 
frontier provinces and primitive tribe settlements, according to KIPA, Roman 
Catholic news agency in Fribourg, Switzerland. The number of missionaries already 


at work in these districts will be reduced, reports say. 
! 


The government order, KIPA reports, also says that restrictions may be placed 
on the work of missionaries already in the country “for reasons of public security". 
After vacation abroad, missionaries can obtain permits to return to India if "their 
residence in India did not give cause for serious misgivings" before their depar- 
ture. Government permission must be obtained before opening new mission centres, 
but medical, educational and technical training institutions may be staffed by 
| foreigners if no Indians are available to fill the positions. EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


Archbishop Makarios of the Greek Orthodox Church in Cyprus visited the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey F. Fishery, in London last week, following the 
signing of the agreement between Britain, Greece and Turkey scttling the future of 
the island. The meeting was called an opportunity of renewing friendly relations 
between the Church of England and the Orthodox Church in Cyprus. 


Slt 


April 12 has becn designated as "Ecumenical Sunday" by Anglican Bishop F.H. 
Wilkinson of Toronto, Canada, who has asked all priests in the diocese to arrange 
an exchange of pulpits with non-Anglican clergy. The bishop's action followed 
a statement issued by 27 bishops, pricsts and laymen, proposing specific steps | 
toward reunion to the United Church of Canada (sce EPS No. 45) « ( 


* * 


A paperback hymnal including more than a hundred hymns "significant in the 
life of the Christian Church" is expected to be published within a year by the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, as a result of more than 
four years' work by members of the commission on music of the council's Department 


of Worship and the Arts. 
* * 


Pastor Paul Hansen of Denmark, will succeed Pastor Mogens V. Zeuthen as the | 
Lutheran World Federation's secretary for European minority churches. Pastor wh) 
Zeuthen will return to Denmark at Laster as pastor of the parish at Ténder. 


ae 


A study of modern Roman Catholicism and other Christian faiths, authorised by 
the Lutheran World Federation, is expected to be started in February 1960, accord-— 
ing to Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, LiF executive secretary. The date was set by the 
federation's officers at a meeting in Vienna in February. 


* * 


King Paul and Queen Frederika of Greece have cabled Archbishop Makarios, head 
of the Greek Orthodox Church in Cyprus, cxpressing "warmest and hearticst wishes 
on the liberation of Cyprus". At the same time, Archbishop Theoklitos of Athens 
sent a message to Greek Premier Constantine Karamanlis saying that the Orthodox 
Church in Greece was gratified over the settlement of the Cyprus question. 


co ie 
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The Lutheran quarterly "Theology and Church", published in Helsinki, says that 
a total Roman Catholic community of 2,100 in Finland in 1958 required the services 
of twenty-two Roman Catholic priests, twenty-one of whom are non-Finnish. In addi- 
tion the periodical lists five lay brothers and 32 non-Finnish sisters. 


he Sk 


Dr. Norris Wilson, executive director of Church World Service, the relicf and 
rehabilitation arm of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, 
_has been awarded the Gold Medal of the Yugoslav Red Cross for "his achievements in 
' the realisation of friendship and cooperation" with the Red Cross in Yugoslavia. 

_ The award was made last month when Dr. Wilson visited Belgrade. 


* * 


Titular Bishop Ezekiel Tsoukalas of Nazianos, 46, head of the Greek Orthodox 
Midwestern Diocese in the United States, has been elected Archbishop of Australia 
and New Zealand, with the rank of Metropolitan. He succeeds the late Metropolitan 
Theophylactos Papathanassopoulos. There are about 100,000 Orthodox in Australia 
and New Zealand. The seat of Archbishop-elect Ezekiel will be in Sydney. 


% * 


The Methodist Church in Finland is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year. 
The Finnish church has 3,200 members, 25 ordained ministers and 30 congregations. 


*, * x 


The Rev. Stephen Szamoskozi, 48, Senior of the North Presbytery of the Hungarian 
Reformed Church, has been elected bishop of the Danubian District. He succeeds 
Bishop Albert Bereczky who resigned last year. Bishop-elect Szamoskozi, who also 
edits "Reformatusok Lapja", a Reformed Church weekly, will be consecrated on March 12. 


* * 


Pastor A. Klamer has been appointed to give spiritual advice to persons who get 
in touch with the Dutch ecumenical radio station, IKOR, seeking help with problems. 
He was named by the General Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church at its mecting in Feb- 


ruary. 
x * 


Officials of the German Kirchentag, which will be held from August 12 to 16 in 
Munich, will soon begin negotiations with the government of the German Democratic 
Republic concerning the participation of Christians from East Germany. DDR pastors 
are scheduled to preach at Protestant services in Munich on the closing day of the 


Kirchentag. 
* ¥ 


One of the largest YMCA buildings in the Middle East will be erected in Nazareth, 
a centre for Christian, Jewish and Moslem youth. The building is one of 168 capital 
development projects in 38 countries now being undertaken by the "Buildings for 
Brotherhood" campaign sponsored by the International Committee of YMCAs of the United 
States and Canada, in cooperation with national movements. 


* * 
A committee made up of Austrian churches cooperating in Evangelical Hilfswekk, 
relief agency of the Austrian churches, have gone on record supporting "World Refugee 


Year", At its annual meeting in Vienna, the group also said it hoped to build a 
centre in a refugee parish and to send financial help to Christian refugees in Asia. 


EPS, Geneva 
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Public Events to Mark Geneva's Calvin Jubilee 


(Geneva) - The celebration of the 450th anniversary of the birth of Calvin will 
include the first "Festival of Sound and Light" to be held in Switzerland. 


Commencing on Sunday May 31, the spectacle will be repeated every fine night 
during the summer months of 1959 in front of the Reformation Monument, a wall set 
off by statues of the four reformers, Farel, Calvin, Knox, Beza and other figures 
of the Reformed faith in lturope. 


The figures on the wall will be cast into relief by a varied play of lights 
and accompanied by recorded voices anda music telling the story of the Reformation 
in retrospect. Various languages will be used so as to give tourists a sense of 
participation. Text for the display has been prepared by Henri Laudenbach, author 
of successful scripts used in the illumination of the castles in the Loire valley 
in France in recent years. 


Other events planned by the local Geneva committee, which is working with the 
World Presbyterian Alliance, are a Sunday morning rally at the Reformers' Monument, 
to be inaugurated by fanfares and the music of 16th century Geneva psalms, and the 
Swiss premiére of a new film on the Reformation by the well-known French director, 
Roger Leenhardt. 


7 
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On Monday, June 1, the World Presbyterian Alliance will open the renovated 
Calvin Auditorium next to the Cathedral of St. Pierre. John Calvin taught the 
Bible in the Auditorium, which was used by the Scots reformer John Knox for the 
worship by English-speaking exiles in the Reformation city in the sixteenth cen- 
tury. The building, restored in the original style as the result of an inter- 
national appeal, will again house services of worship in various languages for 
international communities in Geneva. 

On June 2, the hundreds of visitors expected in Geneva will visit the Ecumen- 
4cal Institute of the World Council of Churches at Bossey, where they will be ad- 
. dressed by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the WCC. 


Among speakers during the four-day period of intensive celebrations, May 31 
- June 3, are the French novelist André Chamson, Professor Wilhelm Niesel of 
Germany and Pastor Mare Boegner of the French Reformed Church. 


Pastor Boegner will preach at a solemn service marking the inauguration of 
the 400th anniversary celebrations of the founding of Calvin's academy on June 3. 
The academy developed into the University of Geneva. The university's commemo- 
ration takes place from June 3 to 6. The last fifteen days of May will see a 
series of celebrations in France to mark the 400th anniversary of the publication 
of Calvin's "Institutes" and of the holding of the first synod of Reformed churches 
in France. (See RPS No. 37, 1958). EPS, Geneva 


Italian Council Upholds Protestant Right to Build 


(Rome) -~ The Council of State, Italy's highest administrative authority, has ruled 
that a Protestant congregation in the village of San Angelo has a "fully recognized" 
right to build a church. 


The council said that attempts by village officials to stop construction of a 
Baptist church were "illegitimate". 


The village officials had said that the Rev. Graziano Cannito, pastor of the 
278-member church, did not show them his credentials as an evangelical minister, 
as required by law. After the building was started last year, the mayor of nearby 
Veroli, who administers San Angelo, ordered the pastor to tear down what had been 
‘built and threatened to send a policeman if his orders were not carried out. Mr. 
Cannito appealed against the action, saying that the order to raze the structure 
was based on religious discrimination. 


The council's decision was called "fair" by Dr. Manfredi Ronchi, president 
of the Federal Council of Italian Evangelical Churches. EPS, Geneva 


Africa Bureau Protests Against Arrests in Southern Rhodesia 


_(London) - The Africa Bureau, a nonpartisan, interdenominational body in the 
United Kingdom, has deplored the action of the Southeran Rhodesian government in 
arresting Mr. Guy Clutton-Brock, until recently agricultural adviser to St. Faith's 
Mission Farm in Rusape, and Mr. John Mutasa, the farm's manager. 


The statement, issued on March 3, says that the government's action in de- 
claring an emergency and arresting hundreds of members of the African National 
Congress, without charge, is "a panic measure which must have grave consequences". 
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"Such dictatorial action," the statement continued, "is unprecedented, and 
it only confirms the allegation, made frequently by Africans in Central Africa, 
that government policy there is one of unashamed white domination. Mr. Clutton- 
Brock and Mr. Mutasa, as agriculturalist and farm manager at St. Faith's, were the 
two people responsible for establishing the most successful inter-racial agricul- 
tural project in the Federation." 


St. Faith's farm is on 12,000 acres of land owned by the Anglican diocese. 
he staff includes three Europeans and 50 to 60 Africans. 


| A protest meeting was held in London on March 9, calling for action against 
' "the injustice of such detentions and deportations without trial". Speakers 
included Father Trevor Huddleston, well-known Anglican priest of the Community of 
the Resurrection, who formerly worked in Johannesburg. EPS, Geneva 


" United Church Board Urges Disarmament for Canada 


“A (Toronto) —~ Canada has been urged to set a "moral example" to the world by dis- 
_ arming immediately and to use the money saved to build a United Nations police 
_ force, develop peaceful uses of atomic energy, aid underdeveloped countries and 

_ improve educational and social programmes at home. 


The plea was in a resolution adopted by the United Church of Canada's Board 
of Evangelism and Social Service at its annual meeting in Toronto this month. 


’ The statement said that there is no defence in the nuclear age except attack 

> and such attack would be "a denial of the spirit and ethics of the Christian faith". 
It stressed the fact that "risk investment for unpredictable military equipment" 
was an economic hazard to the public. "All mankind is now engulfed by a climate 
of fatalism and despair which calls for bold Christian action," it said. 


Speaking during the meeting, Dean Liston Pope of Yale Divinity School in New 
Haven, Conn., said that churches of North America "have lost much of their social 
concern". 


Statements issued by ecumenical assemblies from Edinburgh in 1910 to Evanston 
in 1954, he said, were imbued with a “notable spirit of social responsibility. But 
meanwhile, the churches and ministers and theological students in American have lost 
much of their social concern, though no generalization can apply to them row 


He said that churches in Europe, Asia and Africa, on the other hand, are 
talking and acting in terms reminiscent of the old Social Gospel movement in the 
United States. EPS, Geneva 


First Filipino Bishop of Episcopal Church Consecrated 

(Manila) - The first Filipino suffragan bishop of the Philippine Episcopal Church 
‘was consecrated in Manila's St.' Luke's Pro-Cathedral on February 24. He is the 
Rev. Benito C. Cabanban, 48. 


Taking part in the ceremony were Bishop Lyman C. Ogilby, bishop of the Phil- 
ippine Episcopal Church; the bishop of Honolulu, Harry 8S. Kennedy; and the bishop 
of Rangoon, Victor G. Shearburn. Also participating was the Supreme Bishop of the 
Philippine Independent Church, the Most Rev. Isabelo de los Reyes Jr. 


The new suffragan bishop, in addition to his normal duties, will assist 


. 
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Bishop Ogilby in the care of missions, three hospitals, nine dispensaries and 
twenty-two schools administered by the church. 


The Philippine church has 51,000 members, 36 ordained Filipino priests, three 


- Chinese and 17 American priests. EPS, Geneva 
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Station DYSR in Philippines to Expand 

(Manila) - Plans for the expansion of the radio ministry of Station DYSR in 
Dumaguete City, Philippines, to cover all of South Bast Asia, have been approved 

by RAVEMCCO. DYSR is one of two non-commercial Christian broadcasting stations 
‘in Asia sponsored by RAVEMCCO, the Radio Audiovisual Educational Mass Communication 
Committee of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. The 

other is in Seoul, Koreas 


According to the expansion plans, the South Hast Asia radio project will aim 
to bring together students from Asian countries, train them in radio techniques 
and especially in the preparation of Christian programmes for their own countries. 
After their training in the DYSR studios, the students would return to their homes 
and prepare broadcasts, on tapes, suitable for local stations. The tapes will 
be returned to DYSR and broadcast on powerful wave lengths to the countries where 
they originated. 


Dr. Henry Mack, DYSR administrative director, has been named to work half time 
on the expanded project. He will tour South Bast Asia this spring to select 
trainees and assess radio needs. Classes for the new programme are expected to 
start in the spring of 1960. 


The station has applied for added wave lengths in the Philippines and for 
short wave in South East Asia. BPS, Geneva 


Austria's Protestants Seek Increased State Subsidy 


(Vienna) -~ Austria's Reformed and Lutheran churches have complained to the state 
that the subsidy they receive in carrying out their work is not in proportion to 
the number of Protestants in the country. 


. The churches' synods met in early March and sent a resolution to the govern— 
ment pointing out that existing proposals for state grants allocate money between 
Catholics and Protestants in the proportion of twenty to one. The churches say 
that a 1951 census shows the proportion to be at least fifteen to one. 


Lutherans and Protestants also decided, for the first time, to introduce a 
single hymn book for use by both confessions. The decision was hailed as a 
step in the direction of closer unity because the hymn book will be widely used 
for common prayer and religious instruction. EPS, Geneva 


Secular Ceremony Replaces Baptisms in Czechoslovakia 

(Prague) —- A secular ceremony, similar to the one introduced in East Germany as a 
substitute for Christian baptism (see EPS No. 7), is now being held in Czechoslo- 
vakia. 


At the "substitute baptism" in Czechoslovakia, the mayor gives a short address, 
a Russian cradle song is played and members of the Communist Youth Organization, 
wearing their uniforms, recite a poem. At the end of the ceremony, the parents 
are given a wreath of flowers. EPS, Geneva 
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Supreme Court Upholds YMCA Stand in Manila 


a re 


(Manila) - The strike of 85 employees against the Manila YMCA has been called 
illegal by the Philippine Supreme Court (see EPS No. 8). The strike was called 
because of unmet demands for salary increases. The employees contended that the 
YMCA was bound by labour legislation. 


The decision, handed down on February 24, said that the YMCA is “a youth 
serving asSociation" and is not governed by the Industrial Peace Act and therefore 
is outside the jurisdiction of the Court of Industrial Relations, The court 
restrained the employees from "holding the illegal strike, maintaining the unlaw- 
ful picket lines and perpetrating the acts and omissions complained of" by the 
YMCA. The Y officials had said that the picketers were disorderly and prevented 
YMCA members from using the organization's facilities. 


The YMCA Employees Association has until April 11 to file an answer to the 
Supreme Court decision. 


While some services have been curtailed, office secretaries have taken over 
the job of operating and cleaning the building. Manila police have been guarding 
the buildings and premises of the YMCA, since the strike began on January 30, to 
prevent vandalism. EPS, Geneva 


Norway's Schools to Remain Confessional 


(Oslo) - Protests from teachers, parents and clergy in Norway have resulted in 
defeating a Government proposal to change the confessional character of the stave 
schools and to restrict the state Lutheran church's share in responsibility for 
education. 


The Government's bill, which never came to the floor of the Parliament, would 
have cancelled present regulations, including the one that religious instructors 
in schools must belong to the state church. Under the present rules, teachers 
are considered to have an obligation "to educate their pupils as Christians"; the 
schools are supervised by the school director and the bishop; and teachers must 
be members of the state church. EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


The General Board of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
USA has sent a message of prayer and appreciation to US Secretary of State John 
Foster Dulles for his contributions to the work of the churches in international 


affairs. 
* * 


Dr. Oscar Cullman of Basel, Switzerland, has appealed in the USA for recip— 
rocal offerings for the neody as a step towards unity between Protestants and 
Roman Catholics. The suggestion, originally made in Europe, was repeated at 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, where Dr. Cullman is a visiting professor. 


ee 


The Rev. David L. Edwards has been appointed editor and managing director of 
the Student Christian Movement Press in London. He has been a Fellow of All 
Souls College, Oxford, since 1952 and a Curate of St. Martin's in the Fields in 


London, 
x * 
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Mrs. Theodore 0. Wedel, immediate past-president of United Church Women, has 
been elected chairman of the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. At the commission's annual meeting 
in New York last month, the out-going chairman, Rome Betts, deplored the tendency 
of some denominations to follow a “lone wolf" course in broadcasting and said that 
a fund of between five and ten million dollars, built up over 15 to 20 years by 
individuals and foundations, would ensure quality programmes and encourage ex~ 
perimentation. Twenty-three Protestant and Orthodox communions participate in 


the commission. 
* * 


The Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church in Greece has designated 1959 as "The 
Year of Greek Orthodoxy". Purpose of the observance is to discuss the attitude 
of the Greek Church toward proselytisnm. Lectures and discussions by prominent 


“Greek theologians will be featured. 


* * 


Billy Graham's Australian Crusade is setting new records. After two weeks, 
the American evangelist has spoken to 393,000 persons and reported 13,738 "decisions 
for Christ", a Crusade spokesman said. 


ie 


Mr. Ernest A. Andrews Jr. has been named secretary of Men's Work for the 
Presbyterian Church, Us. For the past year Mr. Andrews served as associate 
secretary in the Department on the Laity of the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva. He was on loan from the Board of Christian Education of his church. 


erat 


The synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church, which last summer made it 
possible for women to enter the ordained ministry, has refused a request from the 
Gereformeerde Bond, a strongly Calvinistic branch of the church, to revoke its 
decision. In replying, the synod said that "in the continued discussion ... your 
objections will be brought forward .... It need hardly be said that the spirit of 
sectarianism and schism ... must be avoided among us." 


Ram Kar 


At a meeting this month in Berlin, the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Germany (VELKD) decided not to issue an official comment on the proposed church 
council, called by Pope John XXIII. The VELKD leaders said that if the Vatican 
desires contact with other Christian churches they felt it should be done through 
the World Council of Churches. The meeting, chaired by Bishop Hanns Lilje, also 
dealt with preparations for this year's Lutheran General Synod, scheduled for 
October 5 to 9 in Ltibeck, Germany. EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION: A recent appeal to German citizens to combat anti-semitism (see EBS 
No. 7) was issued by the Coordinating Council of the Council of Christians and 
Jews. 
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National Council in US Upholds Duty of Churches 
to Speak on Controversial Issues 


(The General Board of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
USA issued the following appeal after its mecting in Hartford, Connecticut, in 
late February. The statement |followed widespread criticism of a message issued 
by a world order study conference last autumn, held under the council's sp asor=- 
ship, which included a proposal to recognize Communist China. See EPS Nos. 45; 


1958 and 9, 1959) 


This letter, addressed in Christian fellowship to the whole community of the 
Church, heralds a moment significant for the life and work of the National Council 
of Churches and of its member churches. Every organization must, on occasion, 
confront issues which test its purposes and try its values. Such an issue has 
now arisen growing out of the Fifth World Order Study Conference and its message 
entitled "Christian Responsibility on a Changing Planet". 


Tt arises in the form of a series of challenges to a basic tenet of the 
National Council of Churches, stated most recently by the General Board at its 
meeting of December 3 - 4, 1958, This concerns the right and duty of the Chris- 
tian churches and their councils "to study and comment upon issues, no matter how 
controversial, in the realm of politics, economics and social affairs, in view of 
their common faith in Jesus Christ as both Lord and Saviour." In exercising this 
right and fulfilling this duty, the National Council of Churches has repeatedly 
been charged by enemies and criticized by worried friends as being soft towards 


communism. 


Reiterating our loyalty to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
our opposition to atheistic communism, we declare that the basic challenge to the 
council and to the churches does not arise solely from specific viewpoints or 
conclusions expressed by them. 


The issuc is the right of the citizen of whatever race or creed, and of any 
peaceable organizations he chooses to form or join, to discuss freely and to ex- 
press judgments, without exposure to attacks upon motive or integrity for daring 


._ to exercise the right to do so. Such a right is especially vital to the Church, 


which owes a duty to lead and to inform, so that its members may be aided in 
reaching morally valid judgments in the light of their common faith. 


This frecdom we cherish does not belong to the Church alone. Like all fun- 
damental rights, it is linked with other freedoms, including those of the press, 
assemblage, and worship. We defend these rights with equal vigour. 


Our nation faces dilemmas, at home and abroad, which are difficult enough to 
resolve, even with the benefit of full and forthright public debate. There is 
little reason to hope these dilemmas will diminish or disappear in the foreseeable 
future, or that they will make lesser claims upon our wisdom and fortitude. Ace 
cordingly, the right of free discussion becomes ever more essential, not as a 
private privilege, put as a public necessity, and attacks upon it must be vigilant 


ly resisted. 


The National Council of Churches reminds the churches that its pronouncements, 
policy statements, and findings of ssudy conferences are designed to help our 
members in the free process of finding the truth and acting upon it. They are 
not to be interpreted as beyond thoughtful criticism. 


joke March 13th, 1959. | , 8 


The General Board of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
‘USA addresses this appeal to dll of its constituent churches, related councils 


and organizations: 


1. UPHOLD the right and duty of the churches and their councils to study 
and comment upon issues of human concern, however controversial. 


2. ENCOURAGE from within ivan without the churches and their councils full 
and open criticism of the positions taken by them. 
3, RESIST all efforts to discourage full freedom of discussion and, in 
discussion, REJECT attempts to suppress such freedon. 
4, INVITE full candour on the part of government officials and other leaders 
of opinion in the public exposition of problems and dilemmas affecting 
our nation and its citizens. 


Your response to this appeal is invited and will be welcomed by the National 
Council of Churches. BPS, Geneva 


3 


° m _ a ad : wt 
"Sa f . Pata 
— -_ . a Y. ae fl wee en 1 


No. 11/26th Year March 20th, 1959. 


On Other Pages 
Doctrine Primary in Unity Talks, Missouri Synod Hcad Says » « « e « Page 
Home for Aged Russians Opens in RastrO Lae ois ce tec w ces. eet a ad eee ere 
Church Crises Reported in China . « © « « © © ee © © © © © we ew 8 Page 
Voluntary Agencies Support Refugee Year « «+ eee ees ee ees Page 
Aid Received for Island of Niue . . +.» « « « » 
Understanding Sought for East Europe's Chuxiches: ens? 2 als. Jee cere eoee 
eet so ena Adee 1s See er eee ae et Me ee tea oe ot eae co a Se At a Page 


UIE & LLLI DN PD 


aE 


Church "Fraternal Workers" in Unconventional Retreat 


(Glion, Switzerland) - The Bible and a modern novel were studied together by sixty- 
five church workers from nine different countries in a four-day "retreat" held in 
the Swiss resort of Glion, above liontreux, liarch 11 - 16. 


The "fraternal workers", who are helping refugees or assisting European churches, 
came from projects in eight European lands and in Algeria. They were called to- 
gether by the Division of Inter-Church Aid of the Vorld Council of Churches for 
this twelfth annual meeting. The WCC coordinates the programe, which is made 
possible by development of postwar contacts between churches within Europe and 
others abroad. This year's meeting was organized by the Rev. Raymond &. liaxwell 
of the WCC's staff. 


The main theme of the retreat was based on Bible studies dealing with recon- 
ciliation, led by the Rev. Philip Potter, ‘lest Indian head of the wWCC's Youth 
Department. Some sessions were then used to focus the Bible's teaching on the 
situation of an “unreconciled" modern man, the controversial hero of the novel 
“The Outsider" by French Nobel Prize winner Albert Camus. Conference members 
dramatised situations from the book and attempted to come to grips with the atti- 
tude of modern men and women who have lost all faith in God and in hunan values. 
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Another starting point for discussion was the film "The Broken Mask", dealing 
with race division in the church and made in the United States for the National 
Council of Churches. Participants tried to find ways of dealing with personal 
problems they meet in their daily activity by linking the Bible studies on Jere- 
miah, Ephesians and St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians with the issues 
raised by the book and the film. 


The dramatisations and disicussions were coordinated by Dr. Leslie Cooke, 
director of the WCC's Inter-—Church Aid Division, who acted as retreat leader, and 
by the Rev. John Garrett, Australian director of the WCC's Information Department, 
who formed a team with Philip Potter and underlined "contemporary meanings" of the 
Bible studies by telling stories of unusual new forms of Christian activity in the 
modern world. 


sie tient 
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f A high point in the meeting was a Sunday morning celebration of the Orthodox 

Liturgy by Archimandrite Emilian Timiades, acting representative of the Ecumenical 

, Patriarchate of Constantinople at the WCC's headquarters in Geneva. In an intro- 
ductioa to the liturgy, Father Timiades emphasized its continuity in Orthodox 
thought with the daily life of all believers and its role in reconciling God and 
man, man and fellow-man and the living on earth with the triumphant Church in 
heaven. 


The meeting, which closed with a service led by Dr. Cooke and addressed by 
Dr. Charles W. Arbuthnot, field representative in Europe of the United Presbyterian 
, Church in the USA, brought together workers from about fifteen different church 
7 backgrounds, scattered over Italy, France, Austria, Germany, Switzerland, Greece, 
Poland, and the United Kingdom. EPS, Geneva 


Doctrine Primary in Unity Talks, Missouri Synod Head Says 


(St. Louis, Missouri) - The president of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod has 
reiterated his church's willingness to take part in talks on Lutheran unity pro- 
vided "doctrinal discussions are a primary item on the agenda". 


Writing to Dr. Paul C. Empie, executive director of the National Lutheran 
Council, Dr. Behnken said that “only through doctrinal discussions may true unity 
in doctrine be achieved, which is a prerequisite for church fellowship". He said 
that the letter was to correct impressions that the Missouri Synod is not willing 
to take part in conversations regarding Lutheran unity. 


Dr. Behnken said these false impressions had resulted from a letter he wrote 
last month to the NLC declining a council invitation to join in exploratory talks 
leading to possible affiliation of the two groups. (See EPS No. 6) He had 
said that the doctrinal positions of seven of the eight bodies in the council now 
involved in two mergers are in a "state of flux". In his new letter, Dr. Behn— 
ken said that he withdrew this comment to avoid "further confusion or misunder- 
standing" and because his statement had been interpreted as a judgment of the 
groups. | EPS, Geneva 


. 


Home for Aged Russians Opens in Australia 


(Cabramatta) - A home for twenty aged White Russian refugees from China was opened 
in ceremonies on March 8 and 9 at Cabramatta, near Sydney. The home was built by 
the World Council of Churches and the Russian Relief Association, with special 
grants from the office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and 
the Australian government. 


———— Yorn 
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On Sunday, March 8, more than 500 members of Sydney's Russian Orthodox 
community attended a service at the home when it was blessed by Archbishop Savva. 
The home was officially opened on March 9 by Bishop W.G. Hilliard, Anglican 
coadjutor bishop of Sydney and a member of the Resettlement Committee of Austra- 
lia's national Christian council. 


About 4,500 White Russians have gone to Australia since 1952, more than 
4,000 of them assisted by the World Council of Churches. Plans call for bringing 
another 1,000 to 2,000 this year. The first seven residents of the home at 
Cabramatta arrived in Australia on March ll. The Australian Council is planning 
to begin a second home for ten aged Russians at Healesville, forty miles from 
Melbourne. EPS, Geneva 


Church Crises Reported in China 


(London) - Reports from China indicate "critical developments" in the situation 
of the churches there, according to a statement released in the United Kingdom 
by the Standing Committee of the Conference of Missionary societies. 


According to reports first released by the Division of Foreign Missions of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, there is a process of 
compulsory unification of the major Protestant denominations going on, a reduc 
tion in local congregations and a turning over of unused church property to the 
government. The reports say that of 65 church buildings in Peking only four 
remain. Between twelve and twenty-three of Shanghai's 200 churches are report- 
ed to still be open for united services. 


The Standing Committee warns that all the facts about the Chinese situation 
are not known and points out that "it is not easy to be sure of the right inter— 
pretation of the facts that are know. It could be that what is happening is 
part of China's 'grand leap forward' into the great social and economic experi- 
ment of communes in which every section of the community is involved. It could 
be that the Chinese churches are regarding 'church divisions and denominational 
names as vestiges of Western nationalism' ... The available information indicates 
that the reorganization of the churches at the local, provincial and national 
levels is being made the responsibility of the churches themselves under the 
general direction of the 'Three-Self Patriotic Movement Committee'." EPS, Geneva 


Voluntary Agencies Support Refugee Year 


(Geneva) - An International Committee for World Refugee Year has been set up in 
Geneva by twenty-one voluntary agencies to back the World Refugee Year which will 
be launched in June by the United Nations. 


The new committee was formed on March 11 by the Standing Conference of 
Voluntary Agencies Working for Refugees, headed by Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, 


‘director of the World Council of Churches! Service to Refugees. Chairman of the 


international committee is Dr. Elfan Rees of the Commission of the Churches on 
Intemational Affairs, a joint agency of the WCC and the International Missionary 
Council. Co-chairman is Mr. Charles H. Jordan of the American Joint Distribution 
Committee. 


Through the International Committee, the agencies will seek to cooperate 
fully during the World Refugee Year. EPS, Geneva 
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Aid Received for Island of Nive 


(Geneva) - Gifts totalling $8,200 have been received at the Geneva headquarters 

of the World Council of Churches' Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees in response to an appeal to aid residents on the hurricane damaged island 
of Niue in the South Pacific. 


Hit by a hurricane on February 26, the island was reported to be "generally 
devastated", with 180 homes, three mission schools and church property destroyed. 
Niue is one of the Tonga islands and has a population of 5,000. Only five persons 
were reported injured in the 120-mile-an-hour hurricane, but food and water sup- 
plies were destroyed. | 


In appealing to the Division for help, the London Missionary Society said re 
_ that "there is no doubt that the damage is very heavy and that the congregations { 
in Niue will certainly not be able themselves to carry the burden of rebuilding". 
Almost the entire population of the island is associated with churches founded a 
by the society. f 


The United Church of Canada has sent $3,000 for the stricken island; the tt 
British Council of Churches, $2,800; Sweden, $1,000; and Germany, $1,400. 


A supply of bread, rice and canned meat and fish will be shipped from New 
- Zealand to Niue on March 24. 


Churches at Alofi and Tamakatoga and three pastors’ homes were completely 
destroyed during the storm. Reports say that other church property was "severe- 
ly damaged" but that priority concerns are for health, food and clothing. Re- 
habilitation schemes are yet to be devised. EPS, Geneva 


Understanding Sought for Hast Europe's Churches 


(Cologne) - An appeal for understanding of the situation of churches in Eastern 
Europe has been issued by Dr. Hanfried Kriiger, director of the Central Ecumenical 
Office of the German churches at Frankfurt. 


In a speech at Cologne Dr. Kruger listed three insights that had kept con- 
tacts open since the Evanston Assembly of the World Council of Churches in the 
USA in 1954. He said these insights were "that Christ died for all men, in 
both Eastern and Western blocs, that faith in Christ is stronger than all poli- 
tical tensions" and "that we must not leave the people in Eastern Europe in 
isolation". 


Dr. Kriiger warned against condemning the churches in Bastern BKurope. He 
Said church life was active there, in spite of oppression. According to Dr. 
Krtiger many Christians in Eastern Europe feel responsibility toward the socialist 
state simply because they are Christians. . 


The German church leader said that Christians in Western Europe must be more 
modest and not pretend that everything in the West is in order. Christians from 
both sides should try together to find the foundation of true Christian life in the 
light of the Bible. EPS, Geneva 
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‘ In Brief 


Beirut Radio has announced that it will no longer broadcast sermons from 
churches and mosques because of recent sermons that were hostile to the govern- 
ment. From now on, the government statement said, religious talks will be res- 
tricted to those originating in the radio station. 


Fie 


The Rev. Marjorie Inkster, a congregational minister, has been named assistant 
minister at London's famous City Temple. She will serve under Dr. Leslie D. 
Weatherhead, a Methodist, who has been pastor of the Congregational church for 


the past 22 years. 
oe 


Greek Orthodox Archbishop-elect James of North and South America will sail 
for the United States on March 26, where he will succeed the late Archbishop 
Michael of New York. Named to the post late last month (see EPS, No. 7) the 
new archbishop has been in Istanbul conferring with the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras. Before his election to the new post he was the representative of 
the Patriarch at the Geneva headquarters of the World Council of Churches. 


x * 


Pastor Martin Niemdller and Dr. Heinz Kloppenburg, well-known German church 
leaders, led a vigil at the airport in Dortmund, Westphalia, to protest against 
the stationing of a British rocket unit in the area. The protesting group held 
burning torches in front of posters that said "Stop Atomic Warfare" and "No 


Atomic Weapons in Europe". 
* * 


The Leipzig Spring Trade Fair in East Germany was again marked by special 
events run by the churches. Protestant exhibits and acts of worship were 
attended by many visitors to the fair. Four hundred people attended a meeting 
arranged by the Evangelical Alliance and East and West German Christians ex- 
changed greetings at a "miniature Kirchentag" organized by the Leipzig Protestant 


men's associations. 
%* 


Twenty-four theological students from fourteen countries, who are studying 
in Germany on World Council of Churches scholarships, will visit parishes of the 
Evangelical Church of the Rhineland on speaking tours in the month of April. 

The plan is intended to introduce the students to the life of the parishes and 


of a German industrial region. 
x % 


The Calvin Jubilee celebrations in France in May include special offerings 
in parishes of the French Reformed Church. The church has suggested local 
efforts to build new halls, churches, youth centres, and recreation and study 

centres. A scholarship fund for student exchanges will also be created. 


5 ee 


Dr. Heinrich Riedel of Munich has been elected to succeed the late Bishop 
Volkmar Herntrich as president of the Social Work Council of the Evangelical 


Church in Germany. 
* * 


The Society of Friends (Quakers) in Switzerland has asked the Swiss Federal 
Government to can the country's surplus milk and send it to children in Africa 


and Asia. 
“= * * 
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At the International Conference of Old Catholic Bishops held in Bonn, the 
Bishop of the Croat National Old Catholic Church in Yugoslavia was received as 


a member. 
x * 


Old Catholic Bishop Engelbertus Lagerwey of Deventer, Netherlands, has died 
at Utrecht. The bishop, who had been active in the ecumenical movement since 
1927, became the secretary of the Dutch Ecumenical Council on its formation in 
1946. He often acted as intermediary between the Protestant and Roman Catholic 
churches in the Netherlands during the war. 


Raa 


Concern has been expressed in ehurch circles in Kast Germany about the 
government permission given for the publication of a new "Protestant Pastors! 
Journal" by the government-approved Protestant Pastors! Association. The new 
association is reported to have only eighty members, some of them retired. Per- 
mission has been denied by the government for a paper for Protestant youth in 


the DDR. 
x * 


Andreas Rinkel, Archbishop of Utrecht and president of the International 
Conference of Old Catholic bishops, has announced that participation of Old 
Catholic churches in the forthcoming Roman Catholic general council would depend 
on the form of any invitation extended. He said the Old Catholic churches 
would discuss their attitude with Orthodox and Anglican churches before reaching 


a decision. 
x *% 


The Swiss Bible Society is arranging for Bibles in four languages to be made 
available in bedrooms of all Swiss hotels. 


* & 


The synods of the state Church of the Canton of Vaud in Switzerland and the 
Free Church of the same canton have given an affirmative answer to the question 
put to them as to whether they favoured reunion of the two churches. Further 
conversations between designated representatives of the churches have been 
authorised, with a view to establishing a future autonomous church, working in 
close relationship with the state. EPS, Geneva 
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YMCA President Calls for End of Colonialism in Africa 


(New York) - The world president of the Young lien's Christian Association has 
called for an end to all colonial control of African territories so that "the 
senseless flow of blood can be checked". 


Speaking at a press conference in New York, Mr. Charles Dunbar Sherman, 
World YMCA president and secretary of the treasury in Liberia, said that "in 
Africa, each colonial power must now declare a date when independence will be 
granted to the peoples under its control.... This bold step can then be followed 
by a schedule which would make the preparation and transition smoother and less 
difficult. In this way peoples of the countries involved can bend their efforts 
toward reconstruction and development without rancour and hatred." 


Mr. Sherman said he realized that immediate independence itself will not 
assure peace and progress. "Indeed," he said, "the newly independent states 
could conceivably add to rather than decrease world tension. Therefore, ‘arti- 
ficial! states should not be created, as happened in the Balkans. No force, 
either from within or from without, must be permitted to create artificial unity 
in areas where a true basis for unity does not exist." 


Dr. Sherman, who has headed the World YMCA since 1955, told the press con- 
ference that if Christian leadership is to be a factor in the "new age" in Africa, 
“we must help guide world opinion in the direction of permanent peace through the 
fearless application of just and equitable solutions to today's problems. We 
must help recondition the minds of today's youth to the elementary concept that 
all men, regardless of race, are susceptible to equal refinement and should as 
children of God make some distinctive contribution to the society of which they 
are a part." EPS, Geneva 
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Philippine Church Sends Second Missionary Couple 


(Manila) - The second Filipino missionary couple to be commissioned by the United 


Church of Christ in the Philippines will serve as fraternal workers to the Church 
of Christ in Thailand, 


Commissioned in Manila on March 22, the Rev. and Mrs. Melchizedek Solis will 
work on the faculty of McGilvary Theological Seminary in Chiengmai, a city in 
northern Thailand. The seminary is an institution of the Thai church, supported 
by the United Presbyterian Church USA. The couple will leave for Bangkok on 
April 1. The first Filipino missionaries, the Rev. and Mrs. Jose Estoye, were 

g sent to Thailand in 1954 and are working in a rural area in Nakon Pathon. 
EPS, Geneva 


Protestant-Catholic Relations "Thaw", Editor Says 


(New York) - Because of the menace of Communism, Roman Catholics and Protestants 
have found that “we have much in common" and the “cold war" between the two 
groups is beginning to “thaw", according to the Rev. John B. Sheerin, editor of 
"The Catholic World", speaking to students of Manhattan College's School of 
Business. 


"There are grave differences between us," he said, "and it would be fatuous 
to ignore them, but at least we can discuss our differences in the same general 
language, the language of belief in Christ as Our Lord and Saviour." He added 
that the proposed church council, called by Pope John XXIII, would be “an enter- 
prise that may prove to be the greatest single event of the century". 


Father Sheerin, an unofficial observer at the North American Faith and Order 
Conference in Oberlin, Ohio, in 1957, said that since Protestant and Catholic 
churches “have so much in common, I think it is natural that we should take an 
interest in what is going on in Protestantism”. EPS, Geneva 


Four Gospels Published in Modern Russian 


(London) -~ The British and Foreign Bible Society has just published a modern col- 
loquial Russian translation of the four Gospels, the result of eight years of work 
by a group of Russian scholars associated with the Orthodox Institute of St. 
Sergius in Paris. 


Because the traditional Russian Bible no longer appealed to the younger gener- 
ation of Russians, a revision committee was set up to change the old Slavic li- 
turgical forms and include accepted conclusions of modern scholars on the text of 
the Bible. 


Heading the translation team was Bishop Cassian, who worked for long periods 
in a remote village in northern Spain. 


Copies of the documents which formed the basis of the new translations are 
being microfilmed and will be sent to Moscow for use in Russian theological cen- 
tres. EPS, Geneva 


US Lutheran Church Backs Pastoral Secrecy 


(Cleveland, Ohio) - The presidents of the 32 synods of the United Lutheran Church 
in America have unanimously approved a statement saying that clergymen must not 
be compelled to disclose confidences told to them in their pastoral work. 


"A pastor of a synod of the ULCA,"' the statement said, "shall not be compelled 
in any court, or to any public officer, nor in any way, to reveal any confidential 
confessional matters disclosed to him in his professional capacity." 


t 
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The statement was adopted at the annual meeting of the synod presidents this 
month in Cleveland, Ohio, and will be referred to the church's convention in 1960 
for action. EPS, Geneva 


Ecumenical Women's Council for Sweden 


(Stockholm) - A Women's Ecumenical Council has been set up in Sweden. 


The new group will take over the tasks of the Christian ‘Women's Coordinating 
Council and the Women's Committee of the Swedish Missionary Council. It will aim 
to strengthen unity among Christian women in Sweden and further ecumenical ef-- 


forts. A programme of conferences has been outlined and includes discussion on 


religious, social and international questions, 


The new organization represents a wide spread of denominations and existing 
women's groups. Mrs. Elsa Cedergren has been named president and Dr. Margit 
Sahlin, a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, vice- 
president. EPS, Geneva 


New Testament Scholar Describes Importance of "Thomas" Scrolls 


(New York) - The "Thomas" documents, containing previously unknown sayings attri- 
puted to Jesus, are of even greater significance to New Testament students than 
the famous Dead Sea Scrolls, according to a leading New Testament scholar. 


Professor Oscar Cullman, visiting professor at Union Theological Seminary, 
stressed the importance of the scrolls, discovered in Egypt in 1946, in a lecture 
last week in New York. 


The "Gospel of Thomas" is made up of many sayings of Christ which are found 
in the four Gospels of the New Testament, he said. It also contains many parables 
known from the Gospels, as well as a series of 114 sayings and parables that have 
no parallels in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 


The "Thomas" documents were found among 44 treatises written in the Coptic 
language. They were discovered by peasants, in a jar standing in an old tomb cut 
out of limestone cliffs, in upper Egypt, about 60 miles from Luxor and were re- 
portedly written in the third or fourth century, but go back to Greek originals 
considered to be much older. 


Dr. Cullman is a professor at the University of Basel in Switzerland and the 
Sorbonne in Paris. EPS, Geneva 


Archbishop James to Be Enthroned in New York 
(Geneva) ~ Newly-elected Orthodox Archbishop James will be enthroned on March 31 
in the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New York as Archbishop of North and South 
America. 

Archbishop James left Geneva on March 24 where he had served for four years 


as representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople to the World 
Council of Churches. He had previously visited Istanbul before travelling to New 


York to take up his office. 


On March 31, the day the new archbishop arrives in New York, he will also 
celebrate a solemn Te Deum at the Archbishopric and hold a press conference. 
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Archbishop James will have jurisdiction over about six million Orthodox 
in Canada, the United States, Latin America, the West Indies, Japan, Korea and the 
Philippines. He succeeds the late Archbishop iiichael. Archbishop James is a 
member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, 


Church Leaders Combat Proposed New Laws in Africa 


(Salisbury) - Vigorous protests against laws introduced in parliament by the govern- 
ment of Southern Rhodesia have been launched by church leaders in Central Africa. 


. Five of the leaders have protested against the Unlawful Organizations BLY; 
’ which provides for permanent suppression of the African National Congress in 
Southern Rhodesia. They warned against "diminution of the authority of the judi- 
ciary and of the accepted principles and standards of justice”. The signatories 
included the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Salisbury and the Anglican Archbishop 
of Central Africa, the Most Rev. W. J. Hughes, who also commented: “This is so 
_ grave a departure from the traditions of British justice that it can only be 
. termed scandalous." 


Archbishop Hughes went on to say: "Any government worth its salt must not 
tolerate disorder and violence, and must make laws to prevent such things; but I 
am shocked to discover that we appear to be devoid of both statesmanship and legal i 
skill, and must resort to methods characteristic of the Hitler regime." 


A second law, the Preventive Detention Bill, has been strongly criticised by 

‘ the Bishop of Mashonaland, the Right Rev. Cecil Alderson. The bill would allow if 

| the government to detain people for five years without trial, subject to appeals i 
to a committee of five members of parliament. Although the government denies that 

it intends to hold Mr. Guy Clutton-Brock, an imprisoned Anglican missionary worker, 4 

under the terms of the legislation (see EPS No. 10), the Bishop of Mashonaland H 

emphasized the danger for citizens of the colony if the bill becomes law. t 


The bishop supported Mr. Clutton-Brock's refusal to accept a government of- 
fer of a free passage back to England with his family if he would remain permanently 
outside the Central African Federation. He said that he was "now asked to incrim-— ; 
4 inate himself on a charge of disloyalty to and subversion of his adopted land - ' 
not by legal trial, but by a free passage to England and a practical renunciation 
of his rights as a citizen of this colony". 


Meanwhile, Mr. Clutton-Brock has written a letter from prison to friends and } 
supporters of the St. Faith's Mission Farm, where he was working. He reveals in } 
the letter that papers seized by police when he was arrested included a manuscript ; 
in which he was outlining objections of africans in Nyasaland to the Central 
African Federation. 


The trustees of the St. Faith's project have begun preparations for the legal 
defence of Mr. Clutton-Brock and of African members of the St. Faith's staff who 
have also been placed in a detention camp. EPS, Geneva 


-Ghana Called to Christian Future 


(Accra) —~ The Rev. Peter K. Dagadu, secretary of the Ghana Christian Council, has 
declared, in a sermon preached on the occasion of Ghana's second independence an- 
niversary, that Ghana “owes its very life to the Christian faith". 


Speaking from I Peter 2:13: "Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's sake", the Methodist leader reminded his congregation that "the 
duty of the Christian is not only submission to the powers that be but he has to 
pray for the powers that be that they may realize their duties and their limits 
and observe both in the fear of God". 
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"We are proud of our independence and of our leadership of Africa", Mr. 
Dagadu said, "but if we are to carry out our mission to our brethren we must build 
our nation on the foundation which is Christ the Lord." He recalled a statement 
made to Roman Catholics in December, 1957, by Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, Ghana's prime 
minister, in which he had said "this country must develop as a Christian country". 


In the course of the sermon Mr. Dagadu estimated that the Christian commu- 
nity in Ghana now probably excdeds twenty-five per cent. 


Mr. Dagadu is a well-knowm spokesman from Africa in world ecumenical meet-— 
ings and is a member of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches. 
EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


Because of the increased number of participants, the constituting assembly 
of the East Asia Christian Conference on May 14-24 has been shifted from Port 
Dickson, Malaya, to Kiala Lumpur. About 150 delegates, consultants and observers 


are expected to attend. 
ee 


Improved church attendance is reported from several dioceses in the Church of 
Norway. Bishop Bjarne Skard of Tunsberg says that improved attendance in the last 
year indicates that people feel they "cannot live on nothing". Bishop Arne 
Fjellbu of Nidaros reports striking increases in the number of young communicants. 
The diocese of Bergen also reports improvement, 


a 


"Church News from the Northern Countries", issued from Sigtuna, Sweden, com— 
ments that failure to invite English bishops to assist in the consecration of two 
new bishops in the Church of Sweden in January was doubtless due to a wish to 
avoid making an issue of a difficult question™. The archbishop of Canterbury is 
corresponding with the Swedish Primate on problems raised about good relations be~ 
tween the two churches by the decision of the Church of Sweden to permit ordina- 
tion of women to the priesthood (see EPS No. 3) 


eS 


Protestant congregations in Spain have held special services of prayer for 
relief from "difficulties" and "pressures" in their predominantly Roman Catholic 
country. Prayers were also offered for all Christians in Eastern European coun- 


tries. 
* * 


A new bill dealing with grounds for induced abortion, passed in January by 
the Norwegian parliament, omitted provisions allowing abortion on “social” grounds 


such as serious and prolonged illness, alcoholisn, criminality and housing shortage. 


The deleted sections were opposed in church circles. Medical discretion is still 
granted to cover some of the grounds formerly called “social”. The consent of 
-two physicians, including the medical superintendent of the hospital where the 
operation takes place, is required. 

* # 


The Rev. D. M. Taylor of Christchurch College in Christchurch, New Zealand, 


has been named associate secretary of the Australian national Christian council, from 


June 1. A leading Anglican theologian, lir. Taylor has been teaching in the Theo- 


logical College in Christchurch. 
x % 
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The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, and the 
Right Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, presiding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the US, are among leading members of the Anglican communion who will 
attend ceremonies on April 7 to 9 marking the centenary celebration of the Nippon 
Seikokai (Holy Catholic Church in Japan). The church has 50,000 communicants. 


K 


The editing of the late Bishop Eivind Berggrav's well-known Norwegian peri- 
odical "Church and Culture" has been taken over by the bishop's son, Bivind Seip 
Berggrav, a publisher, and by Dr. Arne Fjelberge 


* * 


A record response of £13,000 ($36,400) had been received by March 15 in re- 
sponse to the New Zealand Council of Churches annual inter-church aid Christmas 
appeal. “We are confident that we will pass last year's final total of £15,600 
and approach our target of «20,000," the Rev. Alan A. Brash, council general sec- 


retary, said. 
* * 


Mr. Jacob B. Natvig, director of the Oslo Home Mission organization, has 
suggested conversations about possible union between the Lutheran and Methodist 
churches in Norway. Observing that the two denominations have much in common 

‘doctrinally, Mr. Natvig points to the current conversations between Anglicans and 
Presbyterians in England and Scotland as an example of a useful type of approach. 
EPS, Geneva 


New Publication 
The Student World 


The Student World I, 1959, contains articles based on addresses given at the 
Theological Students' Course on “Christian Community and Sociological Communities" 
held last summer and sponsored jointly by the World's Student Christian Federa- 
tion, publisher of the magazine, and the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council 


of Churches. 


They include “The Structure of Church and Society in the Light of the New 
Testament" by Paul S. Minear, “The Church in Society” by Wolf-Deiter Marsch, and 
"The Meaning of Decision in Contemporary Social Structure" by Norman Birnbaum. 
There is also a general evaluation of the course by J. Edward Dirks, secretary of 
the WSCF University Teachers' Committee. The works of Camus were studied at the 
course aS a sub-theme, and Jean-Calude Mathieu's "Introduction to the Work of 
Camus" completes this section of the magazine. 


Also included are three articles on "The Confrontation with Judaism", a sup- 
plement to the last issue of the magazine on "Christianity and Ancient Religions": 
"The Church and Israel in Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians" by Markus Barth; 
"Dialogue Between the Church and Israel", by J. H. Grolle; and “Jews Confront 
Christianity”, by André Neher. ‘A study guide on “The Living Church" by Hans—Ruedi 
Weber, a travel diary and a book review section complete the number, EPS, Geneva 


THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE WILL APPEAR ON APRIL 10th. 
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Churches Help in Madagascar, Tibet Emergencies 


(Geneva) - Aid totalling 934,600 has been given by the churches for disaster vic- 
tims in Madagascar and Tibet in answer to an appeal issued on April 2 by the Divi- 
sion of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. 


Five cyclones in two months have left 50,000 persons homeless in Madagascar. 
In addition, there has been vast destruction of crops and cattle, creating a long 
term emergency. 


In appealing to the Division for help, the Christian Council of Madagascar 
reported that local Protestant and Catholic churches “are doing very great service 
in the way of immediate relief with the limited resources available". 


The Division of Inter-Church Aid is working on the lladagascar disaster in 
consultation with the Lutheran World Federation's Department of World Service. It 
is understood that the Norwegian Mission has voted 25,000 Kroners ($3,500) and is 
arranging a nation-wide church collection. 


An appeal has been issued for Madagascar by the French churches through the 
national press and to the congregations. 


~ 
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Spokesmen pointed out that in the case of Tibet, the “magnitude of this 
tragedy has not yet fully come to light". But reports to date claim that at 
least 18,000 refugees have fled into India and Nepal. A committee, led by one 
of the brothers of the Dalai Lama, has been set up among the refugees and the 
Relief Committee of the National Christian Council of India is cooperating in all 
possible ways. 


Dr. Ulrich van Beyma, Division Secretary for Asia, now travelling in India, 
has been directed to visit the refugee area and report on the situation. 


The WCC!s Division of Inter-Church Aid has advanced $3,000 to help in each 
of the emergencies. Church World Service in the United States has allocated 
$10,000 for Madagascar and another $10,000 for Tibet and has diverted food sup- 
plies to Tibet. Immediate responses to the WCC appeals included $5,600 from 
the British Council of Churches, $2,000 from the Swedish Inter-Church Aid Commit- 
tee, $1,200 from Germany, $2,800 from New Zealand, and $3,000 from the Netherlands. 
EPS, Geneva 


Christians in Ceylon Barred from Top Police Position 


(Colombo) - It is impossible for a Christian to become the Inspector General of 
Police in Ceylon, according to a statement by the nation's Premier, S.W.R.D. 
Bandaranaike, published in the Ceylon "Times" in Colombo. 


Five deputy inspectors general, all Christians, were passed over in naming 
a successor to Osmund de Silva, whose resignation becomes effective in July. A 
Buddhist, M.W.F. Abeykoon, was selected for the post. 


According to the "Times" story, when Senior Deputy Inspector General C0.C.C. 
Dissanayake asked if, after 28 years of police service, he was not being promoted 
because he was a Christian, Premier Bandaranaike replied, 'That: 1880." Later 
it was announced that Mr. Dissanayake had resigned in protest. 


Premier Bandaranaike is reported to have told all the deputies that only a 
Buddhist could be appointed to the post. EPS, Geneva 


US National Council President Asks for Prayers for Tibet 


(New York) - The president of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the USA has asked for prayers for the persecuted people of Tibet. In a message 
released last week in New York, Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg said the council views 
"with profound sorrow the tragedy of the Tibetan people assaulted by Communists 
violently seeking to regiment a peaceful population". 


He described the Chinese action in Tibet as "a betrayal of their agreement 
to respect the domestic autonomy" of that nation and as "a cruel violation of 
international standards of religious liberty and human rights. Continuation of 
such violence will bring increasing condemnation by world opinion". 


Dr. Dahlberg asked US Protestants and Orthodox to increase the "compassionate. 
ministries of our churches" to aid Tibetan refugees. He also urged prayers for 
all people of all faiths "who suffer under tyranny anywhere in the world. Let 
us pray for more humaneness, the rule of law and the reign of good will among 
men," EPS, Geneva 
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Church of Scotland Committee Critical on Central Africa 


(Edinburgh) -~ A committee on Central Africa set up by the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland has recommended review of the present structure of the Central 
African Federation. 


The committee's report says that the conference planned for 1960 to decide 
on the future of the federation should consider re-shaping the structure of the 
territory to meet criticism from Africans that voting and other rights favour 
European immigrant populations rather than the indigenous Africans. 


Suggestions for the granting of dominion status to the federation within the 
Commonwealth are described by the report as "premature and dangerous" unless the 
majority of the population supports such a move. 


The report was compiled and printed before the present disturbances in South- 
ern Rhodesia, but a foreword to the document recommends immediate establishment "y 
of a judicial commission of inquiry on the Central African Federation. (Sce also \ 
EPS, page 7) EPS, Geneva i 


Archbishop Iakovos Enthroned in New York if 


(New York) - More than 3,000 worshippers saw Archbishop Iakovos (James) installed 
as the new primate of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and South America. The 
colourful ceremony was held on April 1 in the Hellenic Cathedral of the Holy Trin- 
ity in New York. 


In his message, delivered in Greek, the new Archbishop said he could “see as 
from a watchtower the immensity of our mission". The Archbishop has jurisdiction 
over Orthodox in Canada, the United States, Latin America, the West Indies, Japan, 
Korea and the Philippines. He succeeds the Archbishop Michael. 


As Metropolitan James of Melita he had served for four years as representa- 
tive of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople to the World Council of 
Churches. After his enthronement, he announced that he wished to be known as 
Archbishop Iakovos. 


Bishop Germanos Polizoides of the Southern Diocese officiated at the en- 
thronement ceremonies. The other five Greek Orthodox bishops of the United 
States, assisted by priests and deacons, also participated. The primates of 
various Eastern Orthodox churches attended, along with representatives of other 
denominations, the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, the 
World Council of Churches and governments. The WCC was represented by one of 
its presidents, Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill and by Dr. Roswell Barnes, its execu- 
tive secretary in the United States. EPS, Geneva 
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German Missions Expert Predicts "INissionary Race" 


(Wurzburg, Germany) - A well-known West German professor of missions has said 
the modern world is turning toward religion and that Christianity must recognise 
its opportunity. 


In a speech made at Wurzburg, Professor Georg Vicedom of Neuendettelsau told 
his audience that people are becoming more religious and are dissatisfied with 
modern material security. The professor said reports from Communist countries 
Showed a trend toward return to the churches and that the same tendency was visible 


A 
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in the USA, where pragmatic materialism had passed its peak. In South America, 
he declared, Protestant churches are gaining for the same reason, Since 1916 
Protestants in the South American continent have increased from 122,000 to six 
million. The annual baptism of 200,000 Africans points, according to Dr. Vicedom 
to a massive turning toward Christianity in Africa. 


Maintaining that “mankind has been aroused and is seeking a solution to all 
the unanswered questions that present themselves", the professor observed that 
current revivals in Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam are also explained by the phe- 
nomenon, He said that Christianity was involved in a race with these religions 
and that Christians might lose if they did not recognise their new missionary 
task. 


In citing the presence of 15,000 coloured students, 10,000 of them practising | 
Christians, in West Germany, Dr. Vicedom said that treatment given to them was t 
often irreconcilable with the Christian faith. He gave the example of a young | 

} Indian who had met objectionable prejudice in looking for lodgings in Hamburg. 
"How long can we Christians tolerate that these young people should return to i! 
their home countries as counter-missionaries?’, Dr. Vicedom asked. EPS, Geneva i 


United Church Draws up Statement of Faith 


(New York) - A proposed statement of faith for the United Church of Christ has 
been issued in New York and termed a major step in strengthening the spiritual 
union of the Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church. It will be presented to the second General Synod of the United Church 
when it meets on July 5 - 9 in Oberlin, Ohio. The United Church was formed in 
1957 and was the first merger in the United States to unite two denominations of 
differing theological backgrounds and with different forms of church government. 


The presentation of the proposed statement of faith to the Gerneral Synod 
will emphasize that the new creed is “a testimony and not a test" of faith. No 
member church of the United Church will be required to adopt the statement. In- 
stead, church officials point out, the statement is intended to express the faith | 
of a twentieth century Christian but at the same time, there is no feeling that | 
it is a final formulation of Christian belief. 


The Rev. Elmer J.F. Arndt, professor of historical theology and ethics at : 
Eden Theological Seminary in Webster Groves, llissouri, was chairman of the 28- | 
member commission. Vice-chairman was Dean Douglas Horton of the Harvard 
University Divinity School. 

Q 


The text of the statement is on page 9. EPS, Geneva 


Saxony Church Shows Signs of Strain 

(Berlin) - Reports presented by Bishop Johannes Janicke to the synod of the Province 
of Saxony show increasing pressure on available church staff and resources in this 
‘large Protestant area of the East German Republic. 


In spite of good church attendance and an increase in the number of com- 
municants, the statistics for theological students, pastors and catechists show 
a sharp decline. 


According to the reports only 1,093 pastorates are manned out of a total of 
1,740 and vacancies are increasing. Numbers attending confirmation instruction 
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under 700 full-time and 700 part-time catechists, have dropped by half to 125,000 
since 1952. Twenty-five available places for new theological students at Halle 
University were filled this year with difficulty. 


Although the church and its Inner Mission organization have kept on an even 
financial keel, the state of church buildings is causing anxiety. Fifty church 
buildings will have to be closed unless methods of repairing them can be found. 

| EPS, Geneva 


Grotewohl Says Church Threatens Religious Liberty 


(Berlin) - In a speech made in East Berlin, Prime Minister Otto Grotewohl of the 
East German Republic has accused "certain church leaders" of intolerance and 
disloyalty. 


Addressing a “cultural affairs" group, he protested to them against the 
churches! attempt to "monopolise" marriage and name-giving ceremonies and "to 
organise a sort of “Kulturkampf" (cultural conflict). 


_ President Grotewohl said that “these church leaders act as if the liberty of i 
faith and conscience guaranteed to all citizens by our constitution applied only H 
to the Church". He went on to say that “liberty of faith and conscience means 
that every citizen can decide for himself how he wishes to celebrate his marriage 
or the naming of his children, and whether his children are to attend the youth 
dedication, confirmation or both". 


The Communist leader declared that “any attempt made by church leaders to | 
obtain a monopoly is a form of pressure on people's conscience and creates ar- ; 
tificial tensions. We cannot tolerate attempts of this kind to mutilate our 
constitution and place restrictions on the democratic right of our citizens", 
he said. BPS, Geneva 


Bast German Church Uses Modern Media i 


(Berlin) - Churches in East Germany (DDR) are offsetting obstacles created 
by restrictions on the church press by developing use of filmstrips and sound 
recordings. 


Film use is difficult because of import and production barriers, but a film 
of the Leipzig Kirchentag of 1954 is widely used, together with a full-length 
production on the churches' institutional care of the deaf, dumb and blind called 
"Hands that Speak". Permission to show "Martin Iuther" and the productions of 
the West German films made by the Matthias Film Society in Stuttgart has been 
denied by the government. 


eee 


Filmstrips and colour slides on the ecumenical movement, the younger churches, 
church social work, church reconstruction, the history of missions, Bible stories 
and Christian art are widely circulated in the parishes. 


Tape recordings are being used, in spite of the lack of equipment and its 
high cost. Members of youth groups take recorded Sunday services to old and 
isolated people in their homes. lectures and plays are also re-played on tape. 

EPS, Geneva 
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: In Brief 


Mr. Guy Clutton-Brock, imprisoned staff worker from the Anglican St. Faith's 
inter-racial farm project in Southem Rhodesia, has been released with about 
fifty Africans held in prison (see EPS Nos. 12 &13). A Preventive Detent+ 
ion Bill has been withdrawn, following strong criticism, and will be replaced by 
a new measure designed to retain the right of detention, but with legal safe- 


guards. 
Rak 


The annual Christmas appeal of the British Council of Churches! Department 
of Inter~Church Aid and Refugee Service has reached a record total of over 
£80,000 ($224,000), double the sum raised in the previous year. 


ae, 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the United Lutheran Church in America 
and chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, is con- | 
valescing for a month at his home in New Rochelle, New York, following treatment 
in hospital for a kidney ailment. He has cancelled his April engagements, in- 
cluding a scheduled trip to Buenos Aires to attend the Latin American Conference i 

: of the Lutheran World Federation, which he also heads. ff 
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The editor of “Christianity Today", a conservative Protestant magazine, has fF 
said the Evangelical movement in the United States has "lost too much of the i 
passion for Christian unity". Dr. Carl F.H. Henry said that the cause of Chris- 
tian unity “is publicly identified with theologically inclusive ecumenism more 
than with doctrinally exclusive Evangelicalism". Speaking to a ministers!’ 
seminar, Dr. Henry said that in spite of their criticism of the movement, "the 
fragmented Evangelical churches lag in stating a compelling theology of their 
visible unity". 4 
at OF IY 


A group of 15,000 persons, representing nearly all political and religious 
groups in the United Kingdom, held a demonstration in London's Trafalgar Square i] 
demanding umilateral disarmament. The rally was the climax of a 53-mile march ' 
from Aldermaston, site of the Atomic Weapons Research Establishment. i 

) 


rastitay 


The recently enthroned Anglican Bishop of Bristol, England, the Right Rev. 
Oliver Tomkins, has announced that he will not be available to open church 
bazaars in his diocese. In his "Diocesan Gazette" he says the traditional i 
practice "does not carry with it fruits of personal contact and pastoral intimacy OF 
which make it worth the price". i 


ee 2 


A Madagascar pastor, the Rev. David Rasolofosaona, has been named as the first | 
African staff member at the Lutheran World Federation headquarters. He succeeds 
an Indian, the Rev. Christopher Polson, who has just completed a one year term as 
the first staff member from the younger churches to work in the LWF Department of 


World Mission. 
x % 


Members of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk in the South African province 
of the Transvaal contributed «280,043 ($784,120) for missionary work among non- 
whites last year, an increase of more than £60,000 over the previous year's 


contributions. 
” * * 
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The Greek Supreme Court has ruled that Jehovah's Witnesses are a "well- 
known faith and therefore protected by the Greek constitution". The decision 
followed a query from the Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church on whether the 
Witnesses were entitled to constitutional protection. 


eee 


Dr. Albert Schweitzer has been named by the Sonning Foundation in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, to receive the 100,000-kroner ($14,300) Sonning Prize. The 84-year-old 
missionary has agreed to accept the award when he visits Europe next autumn. 
Established with funds bequeathed by the late C.J. Sonning, a Danish editor, the 
Sonning Prize is made for outstanding contributions to European culture. 

EPS, Geneva 


A Special Report 
Wave of Christian Protest Over Nyasaland 


(Geneva) - Christian voices in several countries have strongly opposed the in- 
clusion of Nyasaland within the Central African Federation unless it is supported 
by a substantial majority of the population, including Africans. 


The British territory, with a population of two-and-a-half million Africans 
and five thousand white settlers, was a voluntary Protectorate under the British 
Colonial Office until 1953, when it was included, with the Rhodesias, in the 
Central African Federation. Many administrators at that time said that Federa-— 
tion was designed to ensure economic advancement and the maximum welfare of all 
sections of the population. 


Rumblings against “increasing domination!" by the white majority came to a 
head on March 1 of this year, when rioting broke out in many areas. The acts 
of violence, aimed in some cases against mission properties of the Church of 
Scotland, were attributed to violent "direct action" groups within the African 
National Congress. The situation was viewed with alarm by the Presbyterian 
Church of Central Africa, the largest Protestant church in Nyasaland, with a 
membership of 150,000 and a total community of nearly half a million. The 
church, following in the steps of David Livingstone, has been largely responsible 
for pioneering the educational system of the territory and finds itself, accord- 
ing to the Press Bureau of the Church of Scotland, “under fire from two sides". 


According to the Press Bureau report, "the Nyasaland government suspects it 
because it has spoken out against Kuropean domination and Federation, and be- 
cause it and most of its members sympathise with the Nationalist aspiration of 
the Congress. The extremist nationalists also suspect it because it is opposed 


to violence." 


The problem of the Church is increased by the fact that Dr. Hastings Banda, 
a Presbyterian, who is local leader of Congress, has been arrested following the 
March riots on suspicion of having been directly implicated in an alleged plot 
to massacre large sections of the European population, 


"Tlicot, well-known columnist in London's interdenominational “British 
Weekly", comments: “Dr. Banda is said to be a loyal Presbyterian, and those 
who know him personally are, I understand, convinced that his opposition to 
violence is completely honest and uncompromising." Tlico goes on to call Dr. 
Banda "the one man who can save his people from becoming involved in the sort of 
miseries and disasters which have come on Cyprus" and says he is also the one 
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man with whom the whites must negotiate. 


From the Scottish Committee of the Church of Christ comes a statement drawn 
up by a former Nyasaland missionary with 26 years' service in the country. Among 
petitions to the British government in the document is a request "to make a clear 
statement on their interpretation of the Preamble to the Central African Federal 
Constitution, which states that Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland will continue 
under the special protection of Her Majesty's Government 'to enjoy separate 
governments for as long as their respective peoples so desire'." The statement 
also asks for a British commission of inquiry"to investigate the background of 
the present disturbance". The commission has since been granted. 


An outspoken Asian comment appears in the Ceylon "Christian News Bulletin", 
which emphasizes that it does not, however, speak for Ceylon's National Christian 
Council. 


"The African Congress in Nyasaland has practically a hundred per cent support 
in its resistance to the growing domination of the white settler", the Bulletin 
affirms,"which means that its president, Dr. Hastings Banda, has achieved the feat 
of uniting the conservative chiefs and the more revolutionary elements among the 
younger intellectuals." | 


Referring to the attitude of Sir Roy Welensky, Prime Mirister of the Central 
African Federation, the Ceylon publication adds: "It seems incredible that a man 
in his position should think and talk like Colonel Blimp in 1910, as though there 
had never been an Ireland, or an India, or an Indonesia, or a Viet Nam or a 
Cyprus, and as though the rising tide of African anger could be assuaged by i} 
banning Congress, imprisoning Dr. Banda and expelling British MPs who start iP 
asking awkward questions." i 


The protests in Nyasaland and abroad parallel other critical reactions by fi 
church leaders in Central Africa following proposals for restrictive legislation i 
in Southern Rhodesia. They have been widely publicised in the British press 
because of church and missionary alignment with moderate African opinion in the 
Federation, and Nyasaland in particular. (See also EPS, page 3) EPS, Geneva 
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Document 
Statement of Faith from United Church of Christ, UsA 


(Following is the text of a statement of faith, drawn up by the United Church of 
Christ. The church was formed in 1957 by the merger of the Congregational 
Christian Churches and the Evangelical and Reformed Church. See story on page 4) 


ic Nora 


We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
our Father, to whose deeds we gladly testify: : 


He calls the worlds into being, creates man in His own image 

and sets before him the ways of life and death. 

He seeks in holy love to save His people from aimlessness and sin. 
He judges men and nations by His righteous will 

declared through prophets and apostles. 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, 
He has come to us, shared our common lot, conquered sin and death, 
and reconciled the world to Himself. 

He bestows upon us His Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the Church 
of Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, 
tongues and races. 

He calls us into His Church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, 
to be His servants in the service of men, 

to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, 
to share in Christ's baptism and eat at His table, 

to join Him in His passion and victory. 

He promises, to all who trust Him, forgiveness of sins and fullness 
of grace, courage in the struggle for justice and peace, 

His presence in trial and rejoicing, 

and eternal life in His kingdom which has no end. 

Blessing and honor, 

glory and power be unto Hin. Amen, 
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Periodicals 


International Review of Missions 


The April issue of the ‘International Review of Missions' presents aspects 
of missionary theory and practice. Derek W. Allen of Oxford writes on "Christ's 
Teaching About Missions"; Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, chairman of the International 
Missionary Council, outlines "The Summons to Christian Mission Today"; Dr. A. 
Capell of Australia examines ways of "Interpreting Christiantiy to Australian 
Aborigines"; Loren BE. Noren of Hong Kong tells the story of the founding of 
Chung Chi College in that city. Dr. E.W. Wilder analyses "The Pattern of 
Christian Medical Work in Changing India"; James E. McEldowney discusses "An ii 
Emerging Church Music in India"; and John R. Piet of Vellore describes an ex- 
periment in Bible correspondence evangelism, There are also articles by the i 
Rev. Jim Sutton of Malaya on "Christian Literature Work in Malaya and Singapore" ii 
and by the Rev. Shusui Terada on rural evangelism in Japan. Book reviews and i 
a bibliography for the past quarter complete the issue. 


The Ecumenical Review 


The April issue of the World Council of Churches! quarterly contains 
articles by the Bishop of Chelmsford - Lambeth and Church Unity; Keith R. 
Bridston — The Future of Faith and Order; Canon E.R. Wickham — The Encounter 
of the Christian Faith and Modern Technological Society; Paul David Devanandan 
- Caste, the Christian and the Nation in India Today; Hans J. Iwand — The 
Ecumenical Contribution of the Churches in Eastern Europe; Vasil T. Istavridis 
~ The Work of Archbishop Germanos Strenopoulos; and K. Philipos - The Malabar 
Church of South India. The "Ecumenical Chronicle" includes a statement of the 
WCC Executive on Cessation of Atomic Tests, a report from a conference on Rapid 
Social Change in Rhodesia, South Indian comment on the WCC's statement about 
the Church, the Churches and the WCC, made in 1950 at. Toronto, Canada, rulings i 
of the Italian Constitutional Court on Religious Liberty, a document from the | 
Conference of European Churches on What Western Churches can Learn from Eastem 
Churches and resolutions of the WCC's Executive on World Refugee Year. Book 
reviews include works dealing with the Church, Protestant — Roman Catholic 
encounter and race relations. EPS, Geneva 
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World Council Presidents Issue Pentecost Message 


For publication by information media 
at or near Pentecost, May 17, 1959. 


The 171 Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches in 53 nations belonging to 
the World Council of Churches will again receive this year a Whitsunday message 
from the presidents of the Council. 


Protestants and Anglicans will observe Pentecost on Sunday, May 17, 1959. 
For Orthodox Churches, which use a different calendar, Pentecost falls on June ali. 


Designed to be read in many languages from pulpits throughout the world, the 
message of the World Council's five presidents says that "Whitsunday - or Pentecost 
~ is the Festival of the Holy Spirit and the Festival of the Church. For these 
two belong together." 


"The Holy Spirit is the spirit of reconciliation which overcomes misunder- 
standing and estrangement among the churches and enables them to become a force 
for peace between nations and races," the message declares. 


The World Council's Pentecost message is signed by its five presidents: Dr. 
John Baillie, Church of Scotland, Edinburgh, Scotland; Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, 
Buenos Aires; Bishop Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin and Brandenburg, Evangelical 
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Church in Germany; Metropolitan Juhanon Mar Thoma, head of the Mar Thoma Syrian 
Church, Tiruvella, India; and the Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, recently retired 
presiding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, USA. 


The presidents' message says, "The Holy Spirit is the spirit of renewal which 
overcomes the dimness of our vision, the routine of our piety, our easy acceptance i} 
of the ways of the world, and gives new life to the congregations and their members i 
who open their hearts and minds for the gifts of the SpLeie.. hi 


"The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of witness and mission which urges us to cease ‘ 
being preoccupied with ourselves and sends us out into the world with its crying i 
spiritual and material needs in order to proclaim by word and deed that humanity 
is surrounded by the love of God in Christ." MI 


The full text of the Pentecost Message appears on page 9. BPS, Geneva 


Japanese Anglicans Mark 100th Anniversary 


(Tokyo) - On April 7 in Tokyo sixty bishops and clergymen from eleven nations took 
part in opening celebrations marking the 100th anniversary of the Anglican Church 
in Japan. More than 4,000 persons attended the service in Tokyo's Metropolitan 
gymnasium and heard an address by the Right Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, presiding 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA. Also present were the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey F. Fisher, and Archbishop Reginald Charles 
Halse of Brisbane, Australia. 


Worshippers were welcomed to the centennial observance by Presiding Bishop 
Michael Hinsuke Yashiro of Kobe, while official greetings were expressed by His 
Imperial Highness Prince Takamatsu and Minister of Education Ryugo Hashimoto. In 
his address, Bishop Lichtenberger emphasised the unity and catholicity of the 
Christian Church. 


The three-day celebration preceded the church's general convention. Other 
services marking the 100th anniversary of Protestantism in Japan will be held in 
November. 


. Anglican work in Japan began in 1859 with the arrival of Rev. John Liggins and 
the Rev. Channing Moore Williams. The Nippon Sei Ko Kai (Holy Catholic Church in 
Japan) was established in 1887. 


Writing on the anniversary celebration in the 'Church Times', printed in 
London, Bishop Yashiro said that the Anglican Church in Japan was divided during 
the war when one group joined the "government forced United Church". Bishop 
Yashiro traced the events of recent years when, following the war, "the remnant 
church extended an invitation to those who had left and joined the United Chur ch. 
Very happily, almost all of them returned to us." Memories of those years, he 
writes, "have been an obstacle in the ecumenical movement", However, he adds, 
"the time has come in spite of these obstacles for us to have a conference between 
the major denominations, as we study the example set us by our sister provinces." 

EPS, Geneva 
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Pan-Orthodox Missionary Society Planned 


(Athens) — A Pan-Orthodox Missionary Society is in process of formation under the 


auspices of SYNDESMOS, the international organisation of Eastern Orthodox youth. 


The missions will be the first organised Orthodox missionary activity outside 
Orthodox countries in the modern period. 


An “Executive Committee for External Mission" has been established with pro- 
visional headquarters in Athens following an assembly of SYNDESMOS, held in 
Thessaloniki, Greece, last September. Members of the secretariat are Mr. Anas- 
tasios Yiannoulatos, a lay theologian; iiiss Sophia Mourouka, director of the 


school for deaconesses of the Church of Greece; Mr. Demetrios Mubalis, a medical 


student from Uganda and Mr. Alexander Tsan, a theological undergraduate from Korea. 


SYNDESMOS includes Orthodox youth from France, Greece, Korea, Lebanon, Finland, 
the United Kingdom, Germany and Japan. 


Declaring that the 1958 assembly of SYNDESMOS reminded Orthodox youth of their 
"duty of mission", Miss Mourouka says the first tasks of the new organisation will 
be “the study of missionary work from the historical point of view, the enlighten- 
ment of public opinion on the subject and a special care for the Orthodox Churches 
in Korea, Japan and Uganda." 


The first bulletin of the new society explains the aims of the group in detail 
and says the impulse for advance comes from "a definite, clearcut command of our 
Lord". Recalling that the Church of Greece had intended to propose a Pan-Orthodox 
society for foreign missions to an international synod that was scheduled to meet 
in Greece in 1932 but was never held, the bulletin's leading article, written by 
Mr. Yiannoulatos, combats objections to the plan. It traces the history of 
Orthodox missionary activity in Europe and Central Asia and says: “With defensive 
tactics - such as the ones we are habitually using — no great conquests are ever 
made." 


"Tf we let ourselves rest peacefully in this habitual inertia in the matter of 
foreign missions", the article goes on, “we are not merely keeping the pure light 
of faith under a bushel, but are betraying one of the basic elements of Orthodox 
tradition." Special objection is made to the attitude that there is enough to 
be done in the church at home and that available resources in money and manpower 
are inadequate. 


The Uganda member of the committee comes from the indigenous Orthodox Church 
in that country formed by seekers who left the Anglican communion and afterwards 
attached themselves to the Patriarchate of Alexandria. The growth of this church 
is described in the bulletin, which also reports that 10,000 converts from Mau Mau 
groups in Kenya have "come over to Orthodoxy on their own initiative". EPS, Geneva 


Stronger Foreign Aid Programme Urged in US 


(Washington, D.C.) - The United States should extend and strengthen its programme 
of foreign aid to underdeveloped nations, a spokesman for the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the USA said last week in a Congressional hearing. 


Dr. Donald C. Stone, dean of the graduate school of international affairs of 
the University of Pittsburgh, testified before the House Foreign Affairs Committee 
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on behalf of the council's Department of International Affairs. He warned that if 
a nation tries to protect its security by military means in isolation from the rest 
of the world and to seek only its own selfish economic advantage without regard to 
the poverty and misery of other peoples, its policies will be frustrated and its 
actions resented by all countries. Dr. Stone said that churches are worried about 
the emphasis upon narrow selfish interest in the US mutual security programme. 

BPS, Geneva 


) Presbyterian Mission Integrated in Syria and Lebanon 


(Beirut) - The United Presbyterian Church in the USA has integrated its work with 


the Evangelical Church of Syria and Lebanon at coremonies in Beirut, attended by 
representatives of both groups. 


Under the merger plans, US missionaries will become fraternal workers under 
the authority of the Synod of the national church. Plans are also being developed 
to give Arab Christians gradual control and ownership of more than a dozen Pres- 
byterian schools, colleges, hospitals and other institutions, as well as churches. 


Financial support from American churches to Syria and Lebanon is still needed 
and will continue, a United Presbyterian spokesman said, and added that his church 
gives about $350,000 a year. 


The United Presbyterian Church already has merged its mission work with 
national churches in Japan, the Philippines, India, Chile, Thailand and the 
Cameroons and has plans under way for integration of its work in Egypt, Korea and 
Colombia. EPS, Geneva 


Victor Hayward Appointed to IMC Post 


(London) —- The Rev. Victor E.W. Hayward, general foreign secretary of the Baptist 
Missionary Society in London, has been appointed a secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, succeeding the Rev. E,W. Nielsen of Denmark. Mr, Nielsen is 
now general secretary of the Danish Missionary Society and secretary of the Danish 
Missionary Council. 


Mr. Hayward will be responsible for the research and study activities of the 
IMC and will serve as executive secretary of the Department of Missionary Studies, 
a joint department with the World Council of Churches. He will begin his new 
duties on June 1 at the London office of the IMC. 


Mr. Hayward, a Baptist minister, received his training at Regents Park and 
Mansfield Colleges, Oxford. He has been with the Baptist Missionary Society 
since 1934 and served in North China and Kweichow. He was regional director of 
UNRRA there after the war. From 1947 to 1950 Mr. Hayward was associate general 
secretary of the National Christian Council of China. He has held the position 
of general foreign secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society since 1951. 

EPS, Geneva 
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Missionaries Forced to Leave Iraq 


(New York) ~ Fourteen United States missionaries have had to leave Iraq in recent 
weeks, according to word received last week in New York by the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the USA. 


The missionaries represented the Reformed Church in America, the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church and the United Church of Christ in the USA. 


Dr. Barnerd M. Luben, the chairman of the NCC's Near East committee, also 
said that the compound of the Arabian Mission of the Reformed Church in America i 
in Amarah has been confiscated by the government. The compound, which includes i 
Lansing Memorial Hospital, a church and four missionary residences, will be used nt 
for a public park, according to reports. Dr. Luben said that only two missionary Hf 
families are still in the country. EPS, Geneva i 


Protestant Reported Killed In Colombia 


(Barranquilla, Colombia) -— A Protestant man was killed and three women wounded as Vi 
they were leaving a service in Tunungua (Municipality of Briceno), Colombia, in 
January, according to a report just received from the Evangelical Confederation of 
Colombia. 


. The Service, the confederation says, was being held in the home of a Protestant 
on January l’7. As the seventeen adults and ten children left following an evening 
service, they were fired on. A complaint, giving the details of the attack and 
implicating the Roman Catholic priest of Briceno, has been delivered to the Minis- 
try of Justice, the Confederation says. Protestant services were started in 
Tunungua in April 1958. BPS, Geneva 


Bast German Bishops Uphold State, Reject Atheism 


(Dresden) —~ Two Lutheran bishops in East Germany have advocated a normal church- H 
state relationship in their communist-governed country, but have stressed the need 
to reject materialism. 


Bishop Gottfried Noth of Saxony told the synod of his church in Dresden that i 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ does not compete with ideologies. "Tt is the message | 
of Him who died also for the godless", the bishop said. He declared that atheism, 
however, obliged the Church to re-think its mission of evangelism. He said it 
was not enough to point out the differences between Christian faith and atheist 
ideology. Enphasising that the attitude of the Church should not be backward- ; | 
looking, Bishop Noth added that it should not be over-looked, in spite of this, 
that belief in Christ had to mean rejection of materialism. 


The bishop denied that the leaders of the Saxony church were not interested in | 

- normal church-state relationships. He pointed out the inevitability of disputes . 
between a largely Marxist state and the Church, but said the tensions could only be f 
faced and resolved by negotiations that were straightforward. 


Bishop Friedrich-Wilhelm Krummacher of Pomerania has also declared before his 
synod that "Christians should accept the state as a God-given order, but reject 
atheism. He said that Christians and convinced Marxists agree that differences | 
between state and church limit the possibilities of cooperation between them, He 
went on to affirm that Christian action could not be judged by political standards | 
because it involved deep questions of conscience. EPS, Geneva : 
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New Church Charter Planned in Greece 


(Athens) - A special session of the Greek government's parliamentary commission 
dealing with church affairs has prepared emergency legislation to revise the 
charter of the Church of Greece. The bill has been brought before the Greek 
parliament. 


The action taken has brought to a head a conflict that developed last week 
in the Holy Synod of the Church in Athens. 


Archbishop Theoclitos of Athens and All Greece closed a synod meeting in which 
a majority of bishops had asked for the appointment of new metropolitans to vacant 
posts. The Archbishop ruled that the vacancies should not be filled by the synod 
until a new charter being drafted for the church had been approved. 


Following failure of the contending groups in the synod to agree, the subject i 
was discussed with the Greek Minister for Education and Religious Affairs. When i 
conversations broke down, the government decided to expedite decisions by framing ie 
the new legislation. 


The charter proposed by the government would abolish transfers to and from 
metropolitan posts, except in the major dioceses of Salonika, Patras and Ioannina, i 
The government would also take a hand in fixing qualifications for candidature as 
metropolitan. The number of metropolitans would be reduced to 30 and the areas 
of their jurisdiction made roughly equal. 


The proposed new law, which also gives the government power to suspend the 
Holy Synod for up to two months if necessary, has now been criticised by church 
leaders as an over-drastic interference by the state in the affairs of the church. 
It is reported that attempts are being made to compose differences within the 
synod so that the government's move can be further discussed between church and 
state. Wl 


A unanimous resolution of the theological faculty of the University of Athens i 
has voiced "deep regret" over the crisis. The faculty said it hoped for solution 
and advocated abolition of the practice of transferring metropolitans and the 
reduction of the number of metropolitan sees. The faculty also favoured revision. 
of the boundaries of the metropolitan dioceses. BPS, Geneva 


Journalism Called Evangelism Force in Africa 


(New York) — Religious journalism is a new hope for Christian evangelism in 
Africa, according to the Rev. Trevor Shaw of Envol Publications in Leopoldville, i 
the Belgian Congo, speaking in New York at the annual meeting of the Associated 
Church Press. 


While pointing out that the publication and distribution of Christian litera- 
ture can be a growing force in the new nations of Africa, Mr. Shaw warned against 
too great a role by the white man. Africa “is not listening to the white man 
today", he said. BPS, Geneva 
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Gereformeerde Church Asked to Form Ecumenical Commission 


(The Hague) - A missionary committee of the Gereformeerde Church in The Nether- 
lands has recommended the establishuent of a Commission for Ecumenical Questions. 
The Gereformeerde Church is not a member of the World Council of Churches, but 
its missionary activity is linked with the International Missionary Council 
through membership in the Dutch Missionary Council. 
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The move is regarded in the Netherlands as a reaction to the proposed union 
of the WCC and the IMC to take place in 1961. 


In suggesting the setting up of the commission the Gereformeerde missionary 
committee's members recommend discussions in the immediate future with the 
International Council of Christian Churches, the WCC in Geneva and the Ecumenical 
Council of the Netherlands. The Gereformeerde Church does not belong to the 

' Netherlands Council. 
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The fifty-page report of the missionary committee says that, in the light of ‘i 
the Bible, the Church and its members have to be reminded of their “ecumenical 
calling". The document says this must not be left to a study commission or a 
haphazardly selected group of church members. 


The report will come before the next synod of the church, to be held at 
Utrecht this year. EPS, Geneva 


African Christian Students Hold Seminar in Geneva 


(Geneva) - A group of 25 students from thirteen African countries, now studying 
in Europe, attended a five-day seminar in Geneva on "Christian Obedience in 
Africa Today", sponsored by the World Council of Churches' Department on the 
Laity. 


In a statement issued after the conference ended on April 4, the students, 
who are studying in 22 different colleges and universities, pointed to the 
“crucial importance of the Caurch in Africa’. Noting the contribution of the . 
Church, through preaching and education, the students also said they Were “aware i 
of the challenges which face the Church today" and listed the resurgence of non- 
Christian religions, materialism and secularism, and inter-racial and inter- 
tribal tensions. 'Pirthermore, the Church in Africa is seeking to be freed from 
foreign missionary control and to become autonomous. Yet the true autonomy of 
the Church is only possible in total independence on Christ and interdependence 
between independent churches." 


Also discussed was the role of Christians in the countries of Africa that are i 
not independent. We must “equip ourselves and our fellow nations to exercise 
the right to vote responsibly" ... "play an active and constructive part in the ! 
nationalist movement of our country" ... "help prepare a well-equipped leadership 
and raise the general level of education of the whole community", the statement | 
said. ‘In countries which have already achieved their freedom, we believe that 
Christians are called to play a vital role in constructing a responsible society." f 


‘The seminar was held at the John Knox House in Geneva and for many of the | 
students it marked their first contact with Africans from other territories and 
countries. EPS, Geneva 
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In Brief 


Professor Sigurbjoérn Einarsson, 47, of the theological faculty of the State 
University in Reykjavik, Iceland, has been elected head of the National (Lutheran) 
Church of Iceland. He will succeed Bishop Asmundur Gudmundsson, who is retiring. 


ec 


About eighty delegates from YMCA movements in thirteen Asian countries are 
attending a conference on April 16 to 25 in Tokyo for consultation and planning. 
“Held about every four years, the current conference is discussing work with boys i 
and young adults, relations with churches and other Christian organisations, and 
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the extension of YMCA movements. ite 
Ms i 

There are only two state-recoggised and officially-registered Evangelical is 


Lutheran churches left in the Soviet Union, with the exception of the Baltic 

countries. The Information Service of the East-German churches states that they 
cover wide districts around Akmoslinsk and Karaganda. Other Evangelical churches i 
which are not registered are scattered over Siberia, Central Asia, the Ural district e 
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and Northern Russia. They are under the care of laymen. ih 
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Professor Ernesto Comba, for many years moderator of the Waldensian Church 
| in Italy, has died. He was also editor of the Waldensian paper "La Luce", 
He had retired in 1950. 


I 


The Sacred Congregation on Ritual has decided to remove the words "nerfidi" ( 
and "perfidia" from the special prayer for the Jews contained in the Roman Catho- 


lic mass for Good Friday. "“Perfidi" means "outside the faith", but it was felt 
that the expression was liable to misinterpretation. In fubure the prayer will 
be “oremos pro Judaeis" (let us pray for the Jews) . EPS, Geneva 
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Whitsunday 1959 
A Message from the Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


Whitsunday is the festival of the Holy Spirit and the festival of the Church. 
For these two belong together. St. Paul states that relationship in these words: 
"Ror by one Spirit we were all baptised into one body, 
Jews or Greeks, slaves and free ..." CriCor, 12313) 


The Holy ‘iei.t has created the Church. The Holy Sprit is the life of the 
Church today. As we pray that the Holy Spirit may come into our own lives, we 
pray at the same time that we may become living members of the one Body of Christ. 


The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of unity, which is constantly at work to heal 
the divisions which obscure the wonderful truth of the oneness of Christ's Body 
and which gathers all the baptised together into the one family of God. 


The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of renewal, which overcomes the dimness of our 
vision, the routine of our piety, our easy acceptance of the ways of the world and 


gives new life to the congregations and their members who open their hearts ara 
minds for the gifts of the Spirit. 


The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of witness and mission which urges us to cease 
being preoccupied with ourselves and sends us out into the world with its crying 
spiritual and material needs in order to proclaim by word and deed that humanity 
is surrounded by the love of God in Christ. 


The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of reconciliation which overcomes misunderstand- 
ing and estrangement among the churches and cnables them to become a force for 
peace between nations and races. 


Let us therefore rejoice in the presence of God's Holy Spirit. Let us witness 
anew to His all-transforming power. Let us glorify God and enjoy the fru:..s of His 
Spirit Who has come to lead us to greater fullness of life, this day and evermore. 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


(Dr.) John Baillie - Edinburgh 

(Bishop) Sante Uberto Barbieri —- Buenos Aires 
(Bishop) Otto Dibelius - Berlin 
(Metropolitan) Juhanon Mar Thoma —- Tiruvella 
(Bishop) Henry Knox Sherrill - Boxford, Mass. 


A prayer by Archbishop William Temple: 


0 blessed Jesu, Love and Truth of God incarnate, cleanse us from all that hinders 
‘ or distorts our vision of Thee. So fill us with trust in Thee that we cease fron 
our striving and rest in Thee. Thou Light of the world, so shine in our hearts 
that the rays of Thy brightness, now known to us in our separation, may be gathered 
into the pure radiance of Thy glory nanifested through us in our unity in Thee, 
Thou Lanb of God, that takest evay the sin of the world, wash our spirits clean 
from sin. By the mystery of Thy holy Incarnation, by Thine Agony and’ Bloody 
Sweat, by Thy Cross and Passion, by Thy glorious Resurrection and Ascension, and 
by the Coming of the Holy Ghost, unite us with Thyself and in Thyself one with 
another, that we may be one with and in Thee as Thou art one with the Father, that 
the world may believe that Thou art its Saviour, God blessed for ever. Anen. 
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American Bishop Named for Lambeth Post 


(New York) - A new post within the world-wide Anglican communion, executive 
officer of the Lambeth Conference, will be filled at the end of 1959 by the Rt. 
Rev. Stephen F. Bayne, Bishop of the Diocese of Olympia, in the state of 
Washington, USA. 


The new position will involve reporting to the Lambeth Conference's Ad- 
visory Council on Missionary Strategy and the Consultative Body of the Lambeth 
Conference, which funetions as an executive and planning body during the ten- 
year intervals between meetings of all the bishops. 


Bishop Payne will also be responsible for the eleven congregations of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, USA, in Europe. His headquarters will be in 
London. 


The bishop has been head of the Olympia diocese since 1947. He was chair- 
man of the Committee on the Family of the 1958 Lambeth Conference and is a member 
of his church's commissions on Ecumenical Affairs and Approaches to Unity. 

EPS, Geneva 


ie 
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Serbian Orthodox Pilgrimage For Near Bast 


(Belgrade) - A delegation from the Serbian Orthodox Church, led by Patriarch 
German, is making a pilgrimage to the Near East. 


Before leaving Belgrade the Patriarch said that the group was reviving an 
ancient tradition according to which the head of the church visited Jerusalem to 
pay homage at the tomb of Christ. The tradition had lapsed in the seventeenth 
century. 


During the journey members of the delegation have conferred with the Arch- iit 
bishop of Athens and All Greece and will visit the Orthodox patriarchs of mn 
Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem and Constantinople. The Serbian Patriarch said tf 
he hoped the trip would strengthen ties between the churches and increase under- 
standing between the peoples and countries visited. 


Other members of the Patriarch's group are Bishops Chrysostom, Emilian and 
, Nikanor; Father Milan Smiljanic, president of the Yugoslav Priests' Association 
- and two theological professors, Dr. Milos Erdeljan and Dr. Stojan Gosevic. 
EPS, Geneva 


Scots Presbyteries Back Sending of Nyasaland Commission 


(Edinburgh) - Presbyteries of the Church of Scotland in Edinburgh and Glasgow 
have welcomed the British Government's decision to send a commission of inquiry 
to investigate political disturbances in Nyasaland (see EPS No. 14). i 


Addressing the Edinburgh Presbytery, the Rev. J.W.C. Dougall, general 
secretary of the Church's Foreign Mission Committee, said he hoped the commission 
would confer with missionaries and local African church leaders. He said there 
were no Europeans in Nyasaland "more closely in touch with the whole situation 
as it has been developing over the past few years" than the missionaries. 


The Glasgow Presbytery said that the church had "ta vital part to play in 
pointing the road to reconciliation and to a real and effective racial partner- 
ship". 


Concern has often been expressed within the Church of Scotland about the 
policies of the Nyasaland government since the decision was made by the British 
Government to include Nyasaland in the Central African Federation in 1953... The 
situation has become more tense for the church since Dr. Hastings Banda, a 
Nyasaland medical man and a leader of the African Congress in Nyasaland, has 
been under arrest. Dr. Banda is an elder of the church. EPS, Geneva 


Moslem Mission Active in Germany 


(Bethel, Westphalia) - Professor Georg Vicedom, well-known German missions 
expert, says that Islam is concentrating its missionary resources in Germany. 


The professor told the first all-German missionary study conference at 
Bethel-Bielefeld that 800 Germans had recently joined the Moslem Ahmadiya sect, 
which has issued a lively modern translation of the Koran to compete with the 
Bible. He said that Moslem states were financing the building of mission 
centres and mosques in places like Hamburg, Munich, Berlin and the Ruhr district. q 
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"The Moslem communities in Germany are still small", said Professor Vicedom, 
"but they are tremendously active in trying to win converts. Germany is to be 
the base for the whole Moslem missionary campaign in Europe." 


Professor Hendrik Kraemer, Dutch authority on Islam, told the same con- 
ference that Islam is at present undergoing a crisis of faith. He said 
secular thinking by Arab politicians, military men and scientists was under- 
mining the faith and ethics of the Koran. Dr. Kraemer urged Christians to 
help troubled Moslems to find answers to the questions they were asking. 

EPS, Geneva 


Church Experts Study Parenthood and Population 


’ (Oxford, England) - An international study group called together at Oxford by 

| the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council has begun 
- a study on behalf of the two world bodies to investigate ways of dealing with 

- mounting world population pressures. 


; The group met at Mansfield College, Oxford, Apirl 12 to 15, to investigate 
"Responsible Parenthood and the Population Problem". The programme included 
a survey of existing study and action on the problem by churches and Christian 
councils in various countries. 


Included in the study group were Dr. Thérése Chausse of Geneva; Dean 
William Cole, Williamstown, Massachusetts; Dr. Egbert de Vries, the Hague; 
Canon G.R. Dunstan, London; Miss Freda H. Gwilliam, London; Dr. Irene Ighodaro, 
Ibadan, Nigeria; Professor A.D. Mattson, Rock Island, Illinois; Mrs. Asuncion 
Perez, Philippines; Dr. Heinz G. Renkewitz, Germany; the Rt. Rev. John Sadiq, 
Bishop of Nagpur, India; Archimandrite Emilian Timiadis, Geneva; Professor 
H. van Oyen, Basel; and Dr. Elizabeth Welford, London. 


Dr. Norman Goodall of London served as chairman and Dr. Richard M. Fagley of 
New York as secretary. 


The study begun at Oxford will be continued further before reports are pre- 
sented. EPS, Geneva 


Dessau Becomes "Church Reconstruction Town" 


(Dessau, DDR) -— A service in the Church of St: John at the town of Dessau in Hast 
Germany was attended by 1,000 people on Easter Day for the inauguration of 
"Church Reconstruction Year 1959/60". 


Dessau, capital of the former Duchy of Anhalt, was wiped out in an air raid 
in 1945. Collections will be taken in churches all over Germany during the 
current year to help rebuild rased church properties. 


Previous campaigns to aid church reconstruction in the East German cities of 
Rostock, Magdeburg, Frankfurt-on-Oder and Dresden have been strongly supported in 
East and West Germany. 


The inaugural service was addressed by President Schréter of the Anhalt Church 
and attended by members of the tow council. The president appealed to civic 
authorities in the predominantly Communist local government to include churches 
and parish houses in overall plans to rebuild the city. EPS, Geneva 
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Swiss Churchmen Visit Yugoslavia 


( Zitirich) - A delegation of five Swiss Protestant leaders visited the Reformed 
Church in Yugoslavia in early April. They went as tourists but were allowed to 
preach in churches. Permission to preach is not usually given by the govern- 
ment. 


Pastor Heinrich Hellstern,| secretary of the Swiss inter-church aid organisa- 
tion, Hilfswerk, reported active church life in centres of the minority Reformed 
group, numbering 55,000. 


Although many isolated congregations are without pastors, the Swiss dele- 
gation reported that their work is maintained by lay preachers. Large numbers 
of young people are reported to be attending church and many parishes report a 
96 per cent enrolment of parishioners' children for confirmation classes. 


Curator Lajos Jozsa, a spokesman for the Yugoslav church, when thanking the 
delegation for the substantial help sent in recent years, hailed the visit as 
more important than all the material aid sent through the Swiss churches. 

BPS, Geneva 


Hungarian State Controls Church Appointments 


(Budapest) - A state decree issued in early April stiffens a procedure for con- 
trolling appointments in the churches in Hungary. 


The regulations still require approval of all church appointments by the 4 
state but now also provide that government authorities may fill vacant posts if x 
these are not filled by the church concerned. The state may take action tontiae 
vacant positions after either sixty or ninety days, depending on the type of post. 


All clergy are required to take an oath of allegiance to the people's | 
republic. EPS, Geneva “ 


Atheist Propaganda to Be Stepped Up in USSR 


(Moscow) - The presidium of the USSR's Academy of Sciences is to intensify the 
education of Soviet citizens in atheist thought. 


The decision was taken at a meeting in Moscow in the first week of April, 
when a committee was instructed to coordinate atheist propaganda, including 
"the scientific criticism of religion". 


The new comiittee will concentrate on improving popular anti-religious i 
publications, a step urged by the new committee's chairman, Mr. A.P. Frantzev, i 
a corresponding member of the Academy of Sciences. ‘ 


Adoption of the new move followed sharp criticism of methods of atheist 
propaganda used until now. Speakers said that scientific anti-religious pro- 
paganda “had not carried out the directives of the last party congress". Critics iq 
said that not enough attention had been given to the history and theory of atheisn t 
and to ways of overcoming the influence of religion on people's minds. | 


The new drive by the Academy of Sciences is an attempt to offset the de- 
ficiencies of anti-religious publications and museums. EPS, Geneva 


4 . 


a 


No. 16 —- April 24th, 1959. | 5 


“Radio Réveil! Ten Years Old 


(Lugano, Switzerland) - The international Christian cvangelism radio programme, 
"Radio Réveil", celebrates its tenth anniversary this month. 


Pioneered by Pastor Hermann Parli, the broadcasts, originally from Radio 
Monte Carlo, have drawn thousands of letters from Europe, Africa and the Middle 
Hast. People write for answers to their personal problems and often ask for a 
copy of the Bible. 


Three additional programmes have been launched - an Italian and a Spanish 
broadcast from Monte Carlo and one in German from Luxembourg, 


All the evangelistic programmes are prepared by a staff of 12 people at the 
Lugano headquarters of "Christian Action Through Broadcasting and Press". Minis— 
ters of various denominations cooperate in the broadcasts, which are financed by 
donations from Christians of many church backgrounds in Burope. BPS, Geneva 


West African Christians Cooperate 


(Brazzaville, French Equatorial Africa) - Progress toward church autonomy and 
concern with higher education were features of a mid-March meeting of the Evan- 
gelical Federation of Missionaries and Churches in the Cameroons and French 
Equatorial Africa. 


The federation, formed during World War II by missionary groups, now includes 
some fifteen churches and mission boards. The March meeting was attended by 
30 delegates, one third of them Africans. 


Two churches in the Cameroons have become autonomous since the council's 
last mecting in 1957. The meeting discussed ways of giving the churches auton- 
ony in view of the advance of political independence movements all over Africa. 


Plans for supporting the new theological faculty for French-speaking West 
Africa were also considered. The four-million dollar project will give theo- 
logical education to Africans in Africa and cut down the need to send advanced 
students abroad for training (see EPS No. 36, 1958). EPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


The swiss snort Wave radio service will broadcast the message of the presi- 
dents of the World Council of Churches in English, French and German on Whitsunday 
and the Monday following Pentecost. Some of the broadcasts will be beamed to 
Asia, Africa and the Far East. 

* * 


Dr. Samuel H. Miller, minister of Old Cambridge Baptist Church, near Harvard, 
has been appointed dean of Harvard Divinity School in succession to Dr. Douglas 
Horton, who has been dean since 1955, and is the chairman of the World Council of 
Churches Faith and Order Commission. Dr. Miller is the first Baptist to hold 


the position. 
He 
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The fifty-one bishops of the Methodist Church in the United States met and 
talked with Senator John Kennedy and Senator Hubert H. Humphrey, two contenders 
for the Democratic nomination for the presidency of the United States. The 


bishops, who also saw President Bisenhower, Chicf Justice Earl Warren and Defence 


Secretary Neil H. McElroy, obtained the interviews to become acquainted with 
leading government personalities during the semi-annual sessions of the Bishops ! 
Council in Washington. 


. coe 


The Holy Synod of the Church of Greece has criticised the judgment of the 
Greek Supreme Court which gave Jehovah's Witnesses the protection of the country's 


- constitution for "well-known faiths". The synod said it regarded the decision 


as "favouring the sect's anti-Christian activitics". 
* * 

The former Bishop of Derby, Dr. A.E.J. Rawlinson, who is well-known as an 
Anglican spokesman and negotiator in most of the important church union conver= 
sations of recent years, will be succeeded by the Rt. Rev. G.F. Allen, formerly 
Bishop in Egypt and principal of the Anglican theological college in Canton, 


China. 
ae: 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, has been visiting Angli- 
cans in Korea following his stay in Japan to attend the celebration of the cen- 
tenary of the arrival of Anglican missionaries in that country (see EPS No. 150 


* * 


Metropolitan Elevfery Vorontsov, head of the Leningrad diocese of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, has died at the age of 67. Anong those attending the 
funeral in Leningrad were Patriarch Alexei and Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitsy 
and Kolomna, the two highest dignitaries of the Russian church. 


%* * 


A mob incited by the local priest inflicted head wounds on Mr. Hector 
Gonzalez, a lay preacher of the Inter-American Missionary Society in the town 
of Carolina, Antioquia, Colombia, on February 8. Local police and government 
authorities in the administrative department of Antioquia said they could not 
guarantee the safety of Protestants in the area in view of the attitude of the 
bishop, who supported the priest in Carolina. (See also EPS No. 23) 


ae ke 


The Council of the Evangelical Church of the Union in Germany has complained 
that promised resumption of negotiations on church-state issues has not been 
implenented by the government of East Gemany (DDR) in spite of an undertaking 
to initiate further talks given last July. 

%* % 


The Protestant Pastors! Association in the DDR, forned without official 
church backing in June 1958 (see EPS No. 38, 1958) , will hold a conference at 
Erfurt in the third week of May. Speakers include Professor Miklos Palfy, dean 
of the Lutheran Theological Academy in Budapest, and Professor B. Pospisil of 
the Conenius Theological Faculty in Prague. 

* * 


On the initiative of the Evangelical Church in Gernany(EKD) all Protestant 
churches in East and West Germany will hold services on Sunday May 3 to intercede 


for peace and the future of the Gernan people. 
x * 
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The first European hepa eh Conference, held at Hoisbtittel, near Hanburg, 
April 6 - 11, nade plans for’regular exchange of pastors and laity engaged in © 
stewardship work in the Lutheran caurches of Europe. Publication of German 


_ stewardship literature in other languages was approved. More Anerican publi- 
_ cations will also be translated into Geman. 


* * 


Archbishop Mena Elnaranoussy Elmet Wahad has been elected to succeed Yousab 
- Ifas Patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox Church. At the clection ceremony in St. 
_ Mark's Cathedral, Cairo, on April 20, a small boy indicated which of three can- 
' didates was to be chosen, in accordance with traditional procedure. 
Jo 
* * 
Father Ednond Loutil, better known as Pierre 1'Ernite, died last week at 


the age of 95. He had been one of the most active and able workers in the 
_ French Catholic press, especially on the daily "La Croix". BPS, Geneva 
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Prague Conference Issues Call for Christian Peace Assembly 


(Prague) -~ A second Christian Peace Conference, held in Prague in mid-April, 
has advocated a world-wide Christian Peace Assembly in early 1961. 


The 100 participants in the Prague meeting, most of them from Eastern 
Buropean churches, authorised contact with “existing ecumenical organisations 
including the World Council of Churches and the continuation committee of the 
Bn. 1) of European Churches formed at Nyborg, Denmark, last January (see 
EPS No. 1). 


Preparations for the proposed 1961 meeting will not be confined to official 
church channels. Contact will also be sought with Asian and African Christians, 
non-member churches of the WCC and with interested individuals. 


"We believe that the time has come", says the conference's message, “for 
the churches to go beyond the present forms of cooperation and proceed together 
to an all-Christian peace assembly. The task of this assembly will be: to 
help establish a durable peace and, at the conclusion of mutual agreements, to 
help introduce general disarmament, set aside nuclear weapons and continually 


act in the service of understanding and reconciliation petween nations." 
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The message concludes, "We are convinced that a wisely prepared assembly 
will further the cause of the ecumenical movement and strengthen all the forces 
in the world that are striving for peace." 


In another decision the Prague meeting asked Christians all over the world 
to hold services of repentance and intercession each year on August 6, the 
anniversary of the dropping of the first atom bomb on Hiroshima in 1945. 


A commission of the conference agreed to supply a draft liturgy for possible 
use on August 6, but recognised that all churches might not be able to use the 
Same daye The liturgy will be sent out as a suggestion and August 6 named as 
the central point of a period of acts of penitence. 


In a speech earlier in the meeting, Professor Heinrich Vogel of Berlin said 
the “Hiroshima Day" observance was not only a call to remember victims of atomic ty 
war, but included all who had been tortured and murdered. He declared that the | 
anniversary of Hiroshima had not been chosen to support any particular inter- i 
pretation of history, but because Hiroshima gave a first glimpse of a new era . 
when man could destroy himself. 


The conference considered the problems posed for Christians by the cold war. 
In a speech on "The Cold War as a Theological Problem", Professor Joseph 
Hromadka of Prague denied that the conference was an “under-—cover political 
organisation". He said that Christians on both sides of the iron curtain must 
take the message of the Gospel seriously. “There must be a desire not only to 
raise the iron curtain in the political and economic spheres, but also to raise 
it in the hearts of Christian men and women", Dr. Hromadka said. 


Speakers at other sessions included Archpriest Constantine Ruzhitski of the 
Moscow Theological Academy - who said that the Russian Orthodox Church recognised 
the work being done by Anglican, Protestant and Roman Catholic churches in the 
cause of peace, Professor Helmut Gollwitzer of Bonn and Pastor Etienne Trocmé of 
Paris. : 


The largest delegation at the meeting came from Hast Germary (DDR), but the 
twenty members of the group and the delegations from Western Europe came as in- 
dividuals, not as official appointees of their churches. Officially endorsed 
church delegations came from Czechoslovakia 19, Hungary 9, the USSR 6, and Poland 
‘te Other participants were from the United States 3, the United Kingdom 4, 

West Germany 14, Sweden 2, Rumania 2, France 1, the Netherlands 1, Austria l, 
Bulgaria 1, and the Cameroons 1. EPS, Geneva 


Italian Court Upholds Protestant Marriage 


(Rome) - A court in Caltanissetta, Sicily, has ruled that a Protestant pastor if 
who is authorised by Italian law to perform marriages may do so in any part of if 
the country without limitation. } 


The decision upheld the 1956 marriage of a young Pentecostal couple in the ; 
village of Resuttano which was performed by a minister from neighbouring Cal- i 
tanissetta. The Caltanissetta public prosecutor had told the couple, a year I 
after their marriage, that the ceremony had not been legal because the minister ; 
had no right to perform weddings outside his community. : 


The court cited a 1930 decree concerning non-Catholic marriages which says 
that a minister of a Protestant group recognised by the state may officiate at 
weddings throughout Italy. EPS, Geneva 
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Controversy in Japan over Ise Shrine 


; (Tokyo) - Proposals to revive pre-war state protection for the shrine of Ise, 
Japan, have provoked strong opposition in Christian circles and elsewhere. 


The shrine, a special place of worship associated with the royal family, 
was turned into a place of homage under the state Shinto patriotic cult in the 
years before World War II, 


The allied occupation abolished state Shinto and reduced the status of the 
former national shrine to one among many Shinto religiovs centres. The Japanese ih 
constitution guarantees separation of state and religion. ‘ 


The special committee on religious corporations within the Liberal-—Democratic 
Party of Japan has recently discussed the possibility of restoring the Ise shrine 
to the national budget. 


Last February the Standing Committee of the United Church (Kyodan) in Japan i 
went on record against the new moves. "T+ has recently been reported that in i 
certain circles there is a move to pass legislation placing the Ise Shrine out- b 
side the sphere of religion and placing it under the special protection of the 
state," said the church leaders. "Such legislation", they went on, "would 
violate the basic principle of the separation of politics and religion guaranteed 
by the constitution, and furthermore would tend to endanger freedom of religious 
| belief. Therefore we hereby declare that we are unequivocally opposed to this 

plan, and we express the hope that it will be abandoned without delay". 
EPs, Geneva 


Christians Ask for New Approach to Moslems 


(Asmara) -~ Church leaders from 20 Moslem countries have appealed for "an effec- 
tive Christian approach to Islam" in a message drafted at an eight-day study 
conference held in Asmara, Eritrea, Ethiopia. 


The message, drawn up by 83 delegates from 32 church bodies, asked churches 
in the Middle East and individual Christians to "recognise the points of involve- 
ment between Islamic and Christian doctrine" and expressed the hope fox. im 
creased opportunities of fruitful spiritual and intellectual intercourse". 


The message expressed gratitude for "the measure of tolerance" churches 
"have enjoyed as minority communities" in Islamic countries. 


At the same time, the conference suggested "formal discussions” among Middle 
Bast Christian groups on "differences in faith and order, believing that a whole 
Church is the only sufficient expression of a whole Christ". EPS, Geneva 


Archbishop Brilioth of Sweden Dies 
(Geneva) - Archbishop Yngve Brilioth of the Church of Sweden, and a member of the i 
Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, died on April 27 in Uppsala, ; 
Sweden, at the age of 67. 


In Geneva, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council, 


said; “Archbishop Brilioth belonged to the small group of pioneers of the ecu- : 
menical movement who in the 1920s organised the "Life and Work" and Faith and 


. 
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Order" movements. He was the principal collaborator of Archbishop Nathan 
SS8derblom in the preparation of the Life and Work Conference held at Stockholm 
in 1925. He participated also in the first World Conference on Faith and Order 
at Lausanne in 1927. From 1947 to 1957 he was chairman of the Commission on 
Faith and Order and presided over the Third World Conference on Faith and Order 
‘ in Lund (Sweden) an 1952). He was a member of the Executive Committee of the 

- World Council of Churches. 


"Archbishop Brilioth had begun his career as lecturer in church history at 
Uppsala. Then followed a professorship in Abo, Finland, and later in Lund, 
Sweden. In 1937 he became bishop of Vaxjé and in 1950 Archbishop of Uppsala. 
He resigned for health reasons in 1958. 


"The ecumenical movement owes him a great debt of gratitude for his devotion 
to the cause of Christian wnity and for the leadership which he gave it during 
the whole period of forty years since its beginnings." 


Dr. Carl Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, ‘ 
said that "we thank God for Archbishop Brilioth's contribution to the whole 
ecumenical movement, which follows in the tradition of the archbishops of the 
Swedish church." EPS, Geneva 


Kerala Government Warns Private Schools 


(Trivandrum) - The Communist government of the Indian state of Kerala has issued 
a reminder that it has the power to take over any private schools which close 
their doors in protest against the new Education Act. The government stated 
that it can do so "by use of force, if necessary". (See EPS No. 1) 


The statement was issued in reply to a threat by private schools to close in 
June if the government did not withdraw the law and introduce new legislation. 
The regulations of the Education Act bar all "oroselytism', religious instruction 
"without consent, or any conversion of the premises into prayer houses or places . 
of worship". Teachers must be appointed only from district lists prepared by a ‘ 


¥ 
: government agency. 


There are about 8,000 private schools in the state, many of them Christian. 
EPS, Geneva 


: 
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Caribbean Conference Called to Prepare Curriculum 


(New York) - A conference on Christian education in the English-speaking areas 
of the Caribbean will be held on October 6 - 2/7 in Jamaica, according to plans 
made by a 16-member consultation which met this month at Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. 


Ses 


The conference will be one in a series sponsored by the World Council of 
Christian Education to aid local leaders to produce curriculum and other pro- 

_ gramme materials, closely related to the areas where they will be used. The 
curriculum conference will concentrate on Sunday school materials, while at the 
same time consideration will be given to the special needs of day schools in 
British Guiana where half the population of non-Christian children attend 


Christian day schools. 
According to the preparatory consultation, the new material is necessary be= 
cause of "unsuitable language and assumptions" of existing materials, the need 


to challenge Islan, Hinduism and other active religious sects and faiths with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to help deal with non-Christian attitudes. EPS, Geneva 
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British Council to Send Deputation on Central Africa 


(London) - The British Council of Churches will send a deputation to the Colonial 
Secretary and the Secretary for Commonwealth Relations to discuss the churches ' 
concern in the future of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. The council, 
holding its semi-annual meeting in London on April 21-- 22, said it was ‘Lcon- 
vinced of the crucial issues at stake in the development of the federation". 

(See EPS Nos. 12 & 13, 14). 


In reporting to the meeting, the council's Department of International 
Affairs said that "the achievement of federation would be immensely important 
for the future of race relations between white and non-white peoples. It would 
have much to say to African nationalisn... The constitutional and legal frame- 
work is not unimportant and it is both necessary and worthwhile so to fashion it 
that it reflects the highest intentions of the peoples concerned and achieves W? 
the benefits of federation without the dangers." | 


During the discussions on Nyasaland, llr. L.B. Greaves, the Africa secretary i 
of the British Missionary Societies, reported a recent conversation with Dr. m 
Hastings Banda, leader of the Africa National Congress in Nyasaland, on the a 
subject of unity in Christ between Africans and Africans—by-adoption. "The: a 
difference between you and me," Dr. Banda said, “is that you still hope and I : 
despair." 


In other action, the council received a report on "Christians and Atomic War", 
described as providing churchmen with "wise judgment and a right understanding 
of the immense issues posed to men by nuclear power". 


Dr. Robert Mackie, chairman of the council's international department, in 
presenting the report, pointed out that the group had recognised throughout its 
deliberations the existence of the absolute Christian pacifist position. But, 
he said, the work had been chiefly concerned with how governments which could 
not relinquish their responsibility for defence could act in a way which would 


minimise the danger of using the bomb. : 


While some council members were of the opinion that the churches should only 
be concerned with disarmament, the majority of the 14-member committee preparing ; 
the report felt that Christians are also inescapably involved in questions of , 
defence. "There is value in studying defence first," the report said, “not 4 


only because of the moral issues involved in it but also because any step towards : 


disarmament must involve the lessening or altering of defence measures which are 

a primary duty of the government. Disarmament plans which do not keep this in 
mind are unlikely to affect national policy." The committee included Sir Kenneth 
Grubb and the Rev. Alan Booth of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, Rear-Admiral Sir Anthony Buzzard, and Mr. Michael Howard, lecturer in 
war studies at King's College, London. 


Problems of uneuployment, road safety and prisons were also discussed by the 
council, which urged the setting up of a Royal Commission to study ways to reduce 
the road accidents that now kill 6,000 persons a year in Britain. The council 
also expressed its concern over the fact that more than half a million persons 
are unemployed; and called on member churches to take a greater interest in 


conditions in local prisons. 


In answer to a request from the Free Church Federal Council to plan a nation- 
wide evangelism movement in England and Wales, the council said it did not believe 
the churches were really prepared for such an undertaking. First, the council 
said, there was need for a deeper study of the life of the churches. EPS, Geneva 
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Latin American Lutherans Hold Third Conference 


(Buenos Aires) - "Closer contact" with Lutheran groups in Latin America, and 
internationally, was advocated by the Third Latin American Lutheran Conference 
which closed in Buenos Aires on April 17. 


The conference, attended by delegates from 14 countries, stressed the need 
for coordinating press and publication work of the churches and lay activities 
and for setting up new national councils of churches. An intensified programme / 
of international church workers' exchange for Latin Amcrican Lutherans was also 
urged. 


Dr. Adolf Wischmann, head of the foreign office of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany, advocated the setting up of evangelical academies in Latin America, 
pointing out that more than 20 have been established in Europe since the war. 


The fourth Latin American Lutheran conference will be held in 1965. A 
smaller meeting to deal especially with Christian literature in Spanish and 
Portuguese is scheduled for 1961. EPS, Geneva 


Hungarian Lutheran Pastors Transferred to Provinces 


(Budapest) —- According to a report in "Evangelikus Elet", the organ of the 
Lutheran Church in Hungary, a number of Hungarian Lutheran pastors have been trans- 
ferred to the provinces. Anong those listed are Pastor Danhauser, a former 
leading Budapest pastor, Dr. Andras Keken, former assistant to Bishop Lajos 

Ordass, Pastor Scholz, former president of the Pastors' Association, and Pastor 
Istvan Botta, former press secretary. 


In late February, Bishop Zoltan Kaldy of the Southern Diocese, had announced 
that the idea of transferring clergy to positions “where they can do no more 
harm to the church as a whole" was being considered. EPS, Geneva ' 


Russian Baptist Wants Christian Peace Congress 
(Moscow) - Alexander Karev, general secretary of the Baptist Union in the U3SR, 


jhas advocated the holding of a world Christian peace congress. 


In an article in "Noros Vreiia", a Moscow trade union monthly, he draws 
attention to cfforts by churches in the West to promote peace. Resolutions 
passed by the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston in 
1954 and by the WCC's Central Committee at New Haven in 1957 are-singled out 
for mention. Dr. Karev also refers to peace questions placed on the agenda of 
the Baptist World Alliance meeting in the USA this sumer. 


"The success of a Christian peace congress of this kind depends mainly on the 


“cooperation of the WCC', Dr. Karev writes. "If the WCC takes part all the 


churches without exception will support it", he says. EPS, Geneva | 
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US Conference for World Council Holds Annual Sessions 


me ey 


iy (Buck Pek Falls) ~ A total of one million dollars in cash and pledges has been 
_ received for the new headquarters building of the World Council of Churches in 

i Geneva, it was reported to the annual meeting of the US Conference for the World 
© Council, meeting on April 22 - 24 at Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania. 


Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, a WCC president and chairman of the international 
committee for the building, reported that $300,000 has come from the World Coun- 
' oil's member churches. Gifts from foundations, individuals and other sources 
will make up the remainder of the $2,500,000 goal, he told the meeting. It is 
'' expected that $1,400,000 will come from the United States and of this, $700 , O00 
is assured, he said. Architects' plans for the new building will be presented 
a the 90=-member Central Committee at its August meeting on the Greek island of i 

odes. “ 


Looking at the problem of population growth and family planning, Dr. Richard i 
M. Fagley told the 150 delegates that the “log-jam of public ignorance and in- oy 
difference is beginning to break up and cannot long persist". 


Dr. Fagley, executive secretary of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, said: “Soon people will wonder how it was possible that so 
many churches and governments had previously been silent on a social and moral 
issue of such world-wide and crucial importance." Dr. Fagley observed that a 
resolution passed by last year's conference urging the churches to devote more 
attention and study to the problem of "population explosion" had had wide reper- 
cussions. ; 


"Tt is no exaggeration," he said, "to say that the US Conference initiative 
of a year ago, by stirring up public attention for the responsible parenthood 
question, helped to trigger the chain reaction of public discussion which is now 
beginning to take place and which will, soon or late, bring the critical issue 
of population policy into the forefront of governmental and intergovernmental i 
debate." i 


During the sessions Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, CCIA director, called upon the 
Western Powers to present a “bold, over-all programme" for the solution of such 
- outstanding issues as the future of Berlin and Hast Germany. "Affirmative coun- 
- ter-proposals must be fashioned and put forward, even though they may not win 
acceptance," he said. "No easy solution is to be anticipated," he continued. 
"The situation is highly complicated and final solutions can be hoped for only 
over some period of time... Neither side should look for or expect a diplomatic 
victory. The relative equality of the power posture, which now makes war im- 
possible as a means of achieving political objectives, also rules out the possi- 
bility of immediate victory at the negotiating table." 


A feature of the three-day sessions was a discussion on the world-wide 
strategy of the churches in their overscas service and mission. Dr. Roswell P. 
Barnes, executive secretary in the United States for the WCC, supported relations 


between churches in countries set against each other in political and ideological yi 
tensions in a paper presented to the meeting. He denied that Christians of the 
West are "contaminated" by any association with Christians from the Bast. At the ; 


least, he said, these contacts "build a bridge of Christian understanding which 
mitigates tension without surrender of Christian principles." 


Other speakers at the mecting were Dr. Bryan de Kretzer of Ceylon and Arch- 
bishop Iakovos, new ar of the Greck Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 


America (see page 11 EPS, Geneva 
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_ Moves In France to Re-open Worker-Priest Experiments 


(Paris) - The Catholic Action organization among French workers is sounding out 
_ the attitude of Rome toward possible restoration of the full-time priest-worker 
_ experiments that were terminated by decision of the French hierarchy in 1953 and 


1954. 


At a meeting of Workers' Catholic Action at Issy-les-Moulineaux from April 
24 - 26, 800 delegates representing 20,000 members of the organization heard 
recommendations arising out of a survey of the state of the church's mission in 
the industrial world. The inquiry, made at the request of Cardinal Feltin of 

' Paris, included an attempt to "define the positive conditions needed for restor- 
ing priests to active presence in the world of labour". 


A speaker at the meeting, Mr. Marius Chirat, said: "We remomber the priest 
_workers' experiment and the deeply religious influence spread by their presence 
in the plants. We remember the witness that many of them gave within the Church 
and its considerable reinforcement of the apostolate of the militant laymen. 

We also remember the reasons and difficulties that have led the Church to suspend 
the experiment. Still we say again today, as loyal sons, that within the sctting 
‘and the aims of the mission to the workers, priests at work on a full-time basis 
_ in large and small plants would respond to an urgent missionary call. The 
hierarchy must decide... Workers' Catholic Action confidently and hopefully ex- 
pects that alongside its own members, in the plants where the heart of the 
working class beats so strongly, priests may come as a witness to the authentic 
reality of the Church." 


Cardinal Feltin will convey the report on the industrial mission to Rome 
during an early visit. He will be accompanied by Canon Bonnet, the general 
secretary of the Mission to Workers. EPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


In Amsterdam on May 7 Baptists will celebrate the 350th anniversary of the 
_ baptism of John Smyth, Thomas Helwys and their English-companion refugees, who 
q in 1609 formed the first English Baptist Church, forerunner of the present 
' world-wide Baptist community of 23 million people. 
a * % 
An ecumenical photographic exhibition featuring the work of the World Council 
of Churches is on view in the town of Rennes, France, from April 25 to May 5, 
during a commercial fair that draws 150,000 visitors. The exhibition, origin- 
ally made for showing in Lyon in January 1956, has now been used in a number of 
French provincial citics. 

* * 
Bishop Elemer GySry has been elected as presiding minister of the general 
convent of the Hungarian Reformed Church, succeeding Bishop Jilbert Berecezky, who 


has rctired. 
* * 


The Ecumenical Council in Hungary has been reconstituted with 24 members from 
the Reformed Church, 12 Lutherans, 2 Baptists and one Methodist. Bishop Tibor 


Me Bartha succeeds Bishop Albert Bereczky as chairman. 
* * 
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A proposal to excuse objecting pastors in the Church of Sweden from perforn- 
ing marriage ceremonies for divorced persons has failed to pass the Swedish 
parliament. The outcome of the discussion in parliament was that the current 
regulations hold as long as the present church-state relation is maintained and 
as long as civil marriages are not compulsory. 


%* * 


Mr. Harpor Sibley, 74, chairman of Church World Service, relief and rehabili- 
tation arm of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United states 
since its organization in 1946, died on April 25 at his ranch home in Santa 
Barbara, California. Mr. Sibley, a member of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
was also chairman of the Committee on Work with Refugees and Migrants of the 
World Alliance of YMCAs and was president of the US Committee for World Refugee 
Year. 

* ¥ 


On May 3 the Roman Catholic Church and nine Protestant churches in the 
Netherlands will hold special services of intercessory prayer for peace and for 
the Foreign Ministers' Conference which will be held in Geneva later in the month. 
Those taking part include the Netherlands Reformed Church, Gereformeerde Kerken, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Mennonite Society, Remonstrant Brotherhood, Old 
Catholic Church, Union of Baptist Churches, Moravian Church, Union of Free 
Evangelical Congregations and the Roman Catholic Church. 


* 


The South African government has decided to take over the management of the 
hospitals for non-whites which are located in white areas, a decision affecting 
most of the hospitals in the Transvaal. Twenty-two mission hospitals in the 
Transvaal, and three hospitals with nurses! training schools belonging to the 
Church of Sweden in Zululand and Natal must be handed over to the government. 


+ 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in Gernany (EKD) has urged churches 
in Eastern Germany “not to grow embittered by the intensified ideological strug- 
gle, but courageously to confess their Christian faith". Meeting in Berlin on 
April 23 - 24, the council said it hoped forthcoming negotiations on Berlin and 
the future of Germany would succeed in restoring free communication between 
Germans in East and West Germany. 


ema 


Pastor Martin Niemdller, president of the Church of Hesse, has been re- 
elected chairman of the Association of Christian Churches in Germany (Arbeits- 
gemeinschaft) for a two-year tern. The association includes representatives 
of the Gernan evangelical regional churches, the Old Catholics, the United 
Brethren, the Mennonites, and as observers, the Salvation Arny. EPS, Geneva 
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A Special Report 


Aims of Roman Catholic Ecmienical Council Become Clearer 


The nonth of April has brought further clarification from Vatican sources of 
the aims of the forthcoming General Council of the bishops of the Roman Catholic 
Church. (See also EPS Nos. 4 and 5) 


A statement in Latin appeared in the "Osservatore Romano" of April 4, when 
the Pope indicated that his intention was to nake the forthcoming council in 


itself a visible expression of the unity of the Roman Church. No official pro- 


nouncement from Rome has so far supported the earlier widespread conjecture, made 
in many Roman Catholic and non-Roman Catholic publications, that non-—Roman 
Catholic churches might be asked to take part in some way in the council's actual 
deliberations. 


The Pope's statement said: "As you know, we have decided to call together 
an Ecunenical Council for numerous reasons, all of the greatest weight. By 
this council, the Holy Church of God like a city set on a mountain, will provide 
a wonderful spectacle of integrity, unity and concord. The council, by its 
very nature, will be an invitation to the separated brethren who are proud of 
the nanue of Christian, to return to the universal fold, whose guidance and cus—- 
tody were conferred upon the most blessed Apostle Peter by an irrevocable de- 
cision of Christ". 


This clarification of the Pope's intention had been anticipated in an article 
by Father C.J. Dumont’ of Paris, a well-known French Roman Catholic ecunenist, 
who directs the review “Istina" and has for many years made a special study of 
Christian unity movenents within Orthodoxy and Protestantisn. 


Father Dumont's article, first published in the January/February number of 
the information bulletin "Vers 1'Unité Chrétienne" and afterwards in "Informations 
Catholiques Intemationales", points out that the words "Ecumenical Council" do 
not imply negotiation with Christians of other confessions, because the use of 
the word "“ecunenical" in this context, according to Roman Catholic canon law, 
refers only to a world-wide meeting of bishops of the Roman Communion. He 
therefore says that “to speak of invitations addressed to other confessions with 
a view to their taking part in the council in some way or other is, at the least, 
to go further than the facts as they are at present known to us". 


The Doninican Roman Catholic ecumenist then outlines the difference between 
"Rastern" and Protestant Christians in the eyes of Rone. He shows how doctrinal 
"rapprochenent" with the episcopal churches of the Christian East is to sone 
extent facilitated because they possess recognised episcopal ministries and 
sacranents. He emphasises the bad state of relationships existing on account 
of the failure of two previous attempts to restore full unity - at the Council 


of Lyon in 1274 and the Council of Florence in 1439. Father Dumont then sug- 


gests that the forthconing Council might begin to overcone the difficulties by 
exploring two possibilities: a thorough study of the authority of bishops in 
the church, which he says was left undeveloped by the sudden adjournnent of the 
Vatican Council in 1870; and the creation and streagthening of institutions 
within the Church of Rome to carry on continuing conversations with other Chris- 
tian communions. He says that such contacts could also be improved before and 
during the council. 
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Father Dumont draws attention to the importance of special study of Angli- 
canism. He notes that the Roman Catholic Churcn does not recognise Anglican 
orders, but stresses the fact that Anglicanism insists on an episcopal structure 
as a feature of any reunited church. 


The World Council of Churches, according to Father Dumont, might be seen by 
a General Council as an institution with which the Roman Catholic Church could 
collaborate more fully than before, by extending the possibilities of Roman 
Catholic participation in Faith and Order studies and conferences. He draws 
attention to the existence of private contacts between non-Roman Catholics and 
the "Catholic Conference for Ecumenical Questions". Father Dumont goes on to 
suggest possible common work, where agreement exists, between the World Council 
of Churches and Roman Catholic groups concerned with the maintenance of peace 
and race and social problems, The article of Father Dumont points out that a 
"Council of Unity" is not necessarily a "Council of Union". 


Ecumenical Patriarch Speaks 


The Eastern Orthodox attitude to possible participation in a General Council 
became plainer in a statement made public on April 22 before the meeting of the 
United States Conference for the World Council of Churches by Archbishop Iakovos 
of North and South America. The Archbishop read a message from the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople that said: "No synod can be called ecumenical un- 
less it is truly such, that is, pan-Christian, If the Orthodox Church is 
invited, it will be represented only if the entire Christian world is invited 
to send representatives. The minimum representation of the other churches 
would be their collective representation through the World Council of Churches." 


Interest was added to the Patriarch's declaration by the previously made 
disclosure that Archbishop Iakovos had privately visited the Pope on March 18. 
Although nothing was said about the conversation, Archbishop Lakovos observed 
that this was the first visit of a Greek Orthodox bishop or archbishop to the 
Pope for 550 years. 


The Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch has also made a statement about conditions 
that need to be fulfilled before Orthodox bishops could take part in an ecumen- 
ical council. “The council summoned by the Pope must take place under his 
leadership as primus inter pares", said the Patriarch, "and on the basis of the 
faith, doctrine and tradition known to the undivided Church - that is to say 
before Rome left this Church, when it was lod by five patriarchs in Rome, Con- 
stantinople, Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusalen." 


A Protestant Voice 


a a na 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in 
the USA and a member of the executive committee of the World Council of Churches, 
told a meeting of Christian journalists in early April that he hoped the effect 
-_ of the General Council would be to produce "a better climate in the relations 
between religious groups", but he warned against exaggerated hopes for union, 


Dr. Blake said that the World Council of Churches had "more experience" in 
working for unity than the Roman Catholic Church and said that this should be 
taken into account in any attempts to improve relationships in the period of 
preparation and afterwards. EPS, Geneva 
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Christian Aid Week Held in Britain 


POA nc nc a 


(London) - During Britain's annual Christian Aid Week, April 27 to May 2, London 
city workers were asked to go without their usual midday meal for at least one 
day and have a sandwich and a cup of tea instead. For the lunch, Served at a 
canteen near Liverpool Street Station, they were asked to give what they normally 
pay for their midday meal and all profits will go to help refugees. 


The same system was used in Coventry where the austerity meal was of rice to 
remind people of the hunger of the million Chinese refugees in Hong Kong. 


Churches in 600 areas of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland took 
part in the week, sponsored by Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service, the service 
arm of the British Council of Churches. 


During the week, three and a half million gift envelopes were distributed by 
hand all over Britain. In about 50 areas refugee living quarters as found in 
Europe and Hong Kong have been reconstructed. 


In the weeks preceding Christian Aid Week, there were hundreds of film show- 
ings and public meetings to stimulate interest in the current refugee situation 
and in the leading part which the churches are taking in the relief and resettle- 
ment of refugees. EPS, Geneva 
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' Philippine Theologians Discuss Problems of Ministry 

(Manila) -—'Problems facing the ministry of the evangelical church in the Philip- 
pines"was the subject of discussion at a theological consultation last month 

in Baguio City, in late April, which brought together for the first time heads of 
cepartments, professors and teachers in the various Protestant seminaries and 
Bible schools in the Philippines. 


The problems, listed by President Benjamin I. Guansing of Union Theological 
Seminary in Manila, included "multiple gods in our midst, unbelief due to ignor- 
ance, subtle and perverse influence of institutional loyalty, poverty, false 
sense of values, threat of Communism, love of public display, lack of genuine 
Christian unity". 


Some of the causes of these problems, the theologians said, are a scarcity of 
Christian literature; “miserly or miserable" financial help to stimulate writing; 
overdependence on foreign support for theological schools; too much church poli- 
tics; and “little understanding of the mission and work of the church in the ! 
world". EPS, Geneva 4 


US Southern Presbyterians Urge Communication Between Races 


(Atlanta) - Southern Presbyterians in the United States have been called on to 
defend the freedom of whites and Negroes to gather voluntarily “in unhampered 
assembly and genuine fellowship". 


The appeal for more communication between the two groups was in a report 
overwhelmingly approved by 500 delegates to the annual General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the US, meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, last week. 


The report, submitted by the church's Committee on Christian Relations, said 
that “it is increasingly evident that civil courts do not provide an adequate 
answer to this social problen. The estrangement, however, that results from 
litigation becomes as much the concern of church people as were the occasions 
that provoked it." 


"The Christian community, in its testimony in behalf of justice and fairness 
| to all people certainly cannot without shame lag behind the efforts of secular 
agencies in behalf of these goals", the report said. 


"And since it is apparent that the attitudes and actions of extreme groups 
result in divisions of our society into hostile factions, the Christian community 
is challenged by these hostilities to intensify its efforts toward effecting 
peace in Christ's name among men, through a ministry of reconciliation that is 
the thrust of its gospel." 


The "New York Times", in reporting the action, said church leaders in Atlanta 
viewed the assembly action as a "significant" step forward toward reopening lines 
of communication between the two racial groups in the south. 


In other action, the assembly formally "disapproved" a proposal by the Fifth 
World Order Study Conference that the US and the United Nations recognize the 
government of China. Held last November, the conference was sponsored by a 
department of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. (See 
EPS Nos. 45 and 46) The Presbyterian Assembly, however, rejected a report 


criticizing the National Council and by a voice vote reaffirmed its "basic support" 
of the NCC. 


Dr. Ernest Trice Thompson, professor of church history at Union Theological 
“Seminary in Richmond, Virginia, and co-editor of the "Presbyterian Outlook", was 
' elected moderator of the church. EPS, Geneva 


Scots Presbyteries Reject Unity Proposals 


_ (Edinburgh) — The Inter-Church Relations Committee of the Church of Scotland will 
recommend to the church's General Assembly next month that proposals for accep- 
‘tance of "Bishops in Presbytery" should be rejected, but that unity conversations 
with Anglicans in England and Scotland should be continued. 


G The recommendation is the result of a study of the report on Anglican— 
Presbyterian relations presented last year by an officially appointed group of 
“theologians for consideration by the Church of England, the Church of Scotland, 
‘the Presbyterian Church in England and the Episcopal Church in Scotland. The 
report, requested because of the involvement of Anglicans and Presbyterians in 
the ecumenical movement, proposed recognition of bishops by Presbyterians and 
adoption of Presbyterian elements in church government by Anglicans. 


q Thirty-nine of 62 Church of Scotland presbyteries studying the recommendations 
have rejected them; the others, without explicit rejection, refuse them by im- 
plication. 


The Inter-Church Relations Committee says that responses from presbyteries 
“recognize the New Testament obligation to seek unity with other churches, but 
‘insist that the first step must be recognition of the validity of Presbyterian 
¥ orders and reciprocal arrangements for intercommunion. 


The Assembly will be asked to declare the proposals of the theologians "“un- 
acceptable to the Church of Scotland in their present form" and to advocate as 
the next step for Anglicans and Presbyterians mutual “recognition of one another 
‘as true members of the Church Catholic and of their ministries as valid and 
regular ministries of that Church". 


4 The Assembly will be asked to seek further conversations with the other 
‘churches involved and to set up a committee of fifty, ministers and elders, to 
act for the Church of Scotland. 


Other recommendations are to promote fuller knowledge and understanding of 
A the ecumenical movement throughout the Church of Scotland and close contact with 
the World Presbyterian Alliance in future consideration of the unity talks. 

EPS, Geneva 


4 US Methodist Agency Calls for World Evangelism Congress 


(Miami Beach, Florida) -—~ The Board of Evangelism of the Methodist Church in the 

' US has asked the World Council of Churches to call a world congress on evangelism 
as a means of "stirring the several denominations to launch a world evangelistic 
movement". 

* Dr. Harry Denman, the board's executive secretary, said that "during the 
1960s, people must choose God's way as Christ did - not the American way of life, 
not the Russian way". He said that the Methodist Church is "at the crossroads", 
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pointing out that in the next ten years, it will either become "a church to reach 
_ the masses to do God's will, which will change communities and the world, or it 

_ will become a church of suburbia and will be permeated and saturated by the will 
of secular man". 


The board's annual meeting was held in Miami Beach, Florida, last week. 
EPS, Geneva 


' Russian Orthodox Prelate Objects to British War Statement 


_ (London) ~- Metropolitan Nikolai, second ranking prelate of the Moscow Patriarchate, 
has said that the Russian Orthodox Church is "greatly disturbed" by a statement i 
on disarmament issued by the British Council of Churches. The metropolitan's ; 
Speech was broadcast in English by the Moscow Radio. 


The BCC, at its semi-annual meeting last month (see EPS No. 17) had accepted ’ 

_a committee report on "Christians and Atomic War" which said that "somehow we 
have to live with nuclear weapons at least for many years and if we cannot 
abolish them we must do everything possible to bring them under control". 


. Metropolitan Nikolai said he was replying to the council's “evident distrust 
of the peaceful policy of Russia by offering the testimony of the Russian Ortho- 
'dox Church, which is working for the defence of peace together with the people and 
the government of the country". EPS, Geneva 


, 


pouth Africa Churches to Mark Nation';s Jubilee 


(Johannesburg) - The Christian Council of South Africa has voted unanimously in 
favour of a united nation-wide Christian observance in 1960, marking the fiftieth 
‘anniversary of the setting up of the Union of South Africa. 


The celebrations, the council said, will follow lines suggested by the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, The South African FoR statement, submitted to the 
/council, said that “it is our concern to call the Christian conscience to a fresh 
consideration of our way of life in South Africa... It is our firm conviction that 
Our treatment of the non-whites is utterly unchristian and a sin to be deeply 
repented, We have placed loyalty to a group before loyalty to God. We can no 
longer evade these issues by ignoring them; we must solve our problem of human 
relationships." 


The FoR suggested setting up study groups in preparation for the 1960 cele- 
“brations; holding large scale public meetings in 1960 "to arouse the public 
conscience"; interracial services during the year; sermons on "the teachings 
of Christ on this matter"; and a day of repentance "for hatred and oppression". 
. EPS, Geneva 
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_ Church of Hesse Reassures Soldiers 


(Frankfurt) - The synod of the Church of Hessen-Nassau has made a statement affirm— 
me ing pastoral concern for soldiers, politicians and conscientious objectors. 


oe The synod's declaration followed controversy over a speech made in January by 
the church's president, Dr. Martin Niemdller (see EPS No. 5) in which he dissociated 
himself from modern war and used the word "crime" to describe war training under 


“modern conditions. 


4 The statement made by the synod affirmed that "Christians who are called 
upon to be politicians or soldiers bear a particularly heavy responsibility in 
the sight of God. They therefore have a claim to understanding and constant 
intercession on the part of the Church". 


; Another section of the pronouncement says that it is the Church's task to 
_ protect those who, for reasons of conscience, refuse to undertake military service. 


In another action the synod expressed surprise that West German defence i 
“minister Joseph Strauss had launched legal proceedings against Dr. Niemdller, for 
‘insulting the armed forces, without having previously conferred with other church 
_ leaders. EPS, Geneva | 


"Bast Asia Christian Conference Holds First Major Assembly | 


(Kuala Lumpur, Malaya) -— The East Asia Christian Conference, set up by decision 
of a meeting between official representatives of churches in the area held at nf 
' Prapat, Indonesia, in 1957, will hold its first assembly from May 14 - 24 at 
Kuala Lumpur. 


The general theme of the meeting, "Witnesses Together", will be introduced by 
' Bishop Enrique Sobrepena of the Philippines, the chairman of the conference. 

' Development of the provisional organization by the executive staff appointed at 
Prapat will be outlined by the administrative secretary, U Kyaw Than of Burma. 


; Five keynote lectures on the Church's call to mission, unity and service, 
will be delivered by Bishop J. Lesslie Newbigin of the Church of South India, 
' general secretary designate of the International Missionary Council, WCC general 
secretary W.A. Visser 't Hooft and Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon, general secretary of 
the EACC. ; 


Background addresses have been assigned to four Asians: Mr, Mikio Sumia of 
Japan on theological renewal, Mr. M.M. Thomas of India on a Christian view of 
Asian nationalism, U Pe Maung Tin of Burma on the resurgence of ancient religions, 
and the Rev. Alan Brash of New Zcaland on new forms of church interdependence in 


S Asia. 


Three commissions will work on the witness of the Church in the midst of 
' social change, in inter-church aid and within and beyond the churches'- borders. 


Working groups will deal with the future of lay institutes and study in Bast 
_ Asia, an inter-church aid programme for the EACC, mass communications, education, 
and Asian preparation of the WCC's next assembly in Ceylon in 1961. 


In addition to 68 voting delegates from fifteen countries, the constitution 

of the new body provides for active participation by small delegations from world 
Christian bodies -— the World Council of Churches, International Missionary Coun- is 

cil, YMCA, YWCA, World Council of Christian Education, United Bible Socicties 

and World's Student Christian Federation. The international missionary movement 


will be represented by twelve consultants, 


u Other Asian experts on audiovisual media, industrial evangelism, literature, 
home and family life, problems of rapid social change, theological education, 
medicine and faith and order will attend. 


The future of inter—church aid in Asia will be planned during the mecting, 
which is to be preceded by the first East Asian meeting of the Administrative 
_ Committee of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 


Countries with churches represented include Burma, India, Ceylon, Hong Kong, 
) Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaya, Pakistan, the Philippines, Thailand, Taiwan, 
Australia and New Zealand. No reply has yet been received from the Chinese 
churches of the People!s Republic, which are entitled to five voting delegates. 
EPS, Geneva 


j Dibelius Counters Atheism in DDR 


_ (Berlin) - Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin has issued a strong rebuke to President 
Otto Grotewohl of the German Democratic Republic (DDR) in an open letter taking 
issue with official government sponsorship of atheism, 


4 The letter, published in the German press, takes exception to President 
Grotewohl's speech to a group of cultural and educational workers made in March 

_ in East Berlin (see EPS No. 14). The bishop says that the failure of the DDR 

' government to resume direct conversations with him forced him to write the letter. 


Admitting that strain had eased a little for the church in East Germany after 
conclusion of a church-state agreement in July 1958, Bishop Dibelius complains that 
 Grotewohl's latest speech had given public state support to the propagation of 
atheism. He tells President Grotewohl not to make any mistake. "An atheist 
State can never be a spiritual home for a Christian", he says. 


Attacking the president's defence of “socialist morality", the bishop writes: 

' "You feel you must maintain that ‘everything which serves the cause of socialism 
is moral', This phrase evokes painful memories of the national socialist slogan 

_ ‘Whatever helps the German people is good', the Berlin church leader continues. 

_ "At that time”, he writes, "the Christian church courageously and effectively 

contradicted that slogan." The bishop says this will happen again now. "The 

_ distinction between what is good and evil, moral and immoral, is determined solely 

by the Living God, not by any human being, movement, class or ideology", he 
declares. 


In a reference to Ten Socialist Commandments taught to children by the East 
German authorities, the letter goes on to say that "Christianity will never accept 
_ new versions of the Ten Commandments invented by men", 

"We insist on our children being brought up to believe in Jesus Christ", 

_ Says the bishop, "and to obey His commandments ~ not forced to accept a morality 
~ derived from dialectical materialism". The letter invokes the guarantee of 
"complete freedom of faith and conscience" guaranteed by the DDR constitution and 

_ confirmed by the agreement of July 1958. 


The bishop claims that the Church does not ask for privileges not given to 

- others, "We insist on one thing", he declares, "that the state shall not use the 
power at its disposal to promote atheism and try to drive the Christian faith into 
a corner’. 
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In a sharp criticism of the state's attempt to supplant confirmation by its 
_ youth dedication ceremony, Bishop Dibelius also defends freedom of citizens to 
choose secular name-giving and marriage rites, but he emphasizes that free deci- 
sions are not possible "if the state uses every means of propaganda to oppose 

_ the ceremonies of the Church" and insists on a'monopoly' for itself. 


. The letter ends by saying that "the conviction is growing that the loyal 
“members of the Church in the DDR are treated as second-class citizens. Do you 
really wish this trend to go further?" the bishop asks. 


. In biting replies to Bishop Dibelius, two East German newspapers accuse him 
of being pro-Western. "Neue Zeit", organ of the communist sympathising East 
German Christian Democratic Party, says that the Christian message has nothing 
to do with "that atomic Christianity which is merely a camouflaged form of nihil- 
‘ism and a denial of God". "Neues Deutschland", published by the DDR Socialist 
"Unity Party, says "the bishop is rather heated because the citizens of the DDR 
"are not brought up in the spirit of the dancers round the golden atomic calf". 
BPS, Geneva 


} New York Called Mission Field 


(Harriman, New York) - In the "greatest missionary field in the world" - metro- 
politan New York - Protestant churches must provide a "positive answer" to 
problems which “ecumenically" affect them, according to a meeting of 80 leaders 
’ from 12 denominations held in Harriman, N.Y., and sponsored by the Protestant 
Council of the City of New York, 


"There are more unchurched people per square block in New York than in any 
similar area of the world," Dr. Dan M. Potter, council executive director, said. 
It was pointed out that 2,700 Protestants a month come into the metropolitan 
area while an estimated 1,300 move out. Most of the newcomers are from rural 

) areas of the south or from Puerto Rico. To meet their needs would require con- 
struction of one new Protestant church a month. Instead, it was reported that 
only eight new churches are under construction or planned while 34 Protestant 

_ churches are scheduled to be demolished during the next five years in slum 
'clearance and other projects. 


Protestants are in a disproportionate minority in city government, Dr. Potter 
Said. Of 34 persons in leading positions in city departments, only three are 
Protestants. Of 208 judges, only 11 are Protestant, and of 22 executives in 
the Department of Public Welfare, only one is a Protestant. ‘Tn the city 6: 2ice. 
“we are not the majority we used to be." The council represents 1,700 churches 
with 960,000 members. EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


Mr. Kentaro Buma has been elected director of Japan Church World Service, 
Inc., succeeding the Rev. Hallam Shorrock. The appointment was effective on May 
' 1. # £=Mr. Shorrock will continue on the JCWS board of trustees as advisor. He is 
also serving as acting director of Korea Church World Service. 


* * 


i 
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An Office of Information, replacing the Office of Public Relations, has been 
set up by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. The new 
office is headed by Mr. William Frye, former director of information in the New 
York office of UNESCO. Dr. Roy G Ross, NCC general secretary, said the move 
was "part of a broader programme to meet the problem of public interpretation of 
the National Council and its work". The office will work under the general di- 
rectionof Mr. James W. Wine, associate general secretary for public interpretation. 


ee 


Archbishop Iakovos, newly-installed primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese i 

of North and South America, has called on President Eisenhower at the White House 5 

in Washington. The archbishop said that as an American citizen and new head of h 
his church in the US, he wanted to pay his respects to the President and assure 

_ him of "the readiness of my church to give all its moral support to our national 

policy centred on spiritual views which recognize human dignity and personality." 


ay 


The National Protestant Church of Geneva is organising various services of 
intercession, and daily meetings for prayer, during the Conference of Foreign 
Ministers which opens in Geneva on May 11. A special prayer for the conference 
on cessation of atomic tests is to be included in the liturgy of all the churches 


in Geneva. 
x % 


The Church of Scotland mission in Northern Rhodesia is closing two of its 
hospitals beceuse of financial problems and difficulties in staffing the insti- 
tutions. The recent racial disturbances in the country were reported to be 


responsible for staffing troubles. 
x % 


The Protestant Episcopal Church in the US has voted against moving into 
the new Interchurch Centre in New York. Instead, the denomination's National 
Council voted to find a new site for the church's main offices. Building commit— 
tee chairman, Bishop Frederick J. Warnecke, said that "we do not feel that ecu- 
menicity is necessarily or even wisely based on co-habitation". 


cesar 


Pope John XXIII has appealed to Roman Catholics to pray to the Virgin Mary 
during the month of May for the success of the Ecumenical Council. The appeal 
Was made in a world-wide broadcast on Vatican Radio, which was transmitted in 


about 30 languages. 
eck! 


Mr. Colin W. Bell has been appointed executive secretary of the American 
Friends Service Committee, succeeding Mr. Lewis M. Hoskins. A native of the 
United Kingdom, Mr. Bell has been associate executive secretary for general 
administration of the committee since 1955. 


ene 


Mr. John Edwards, a Labour member of Parliament in the United Kingdon, has 
been elected president of the fifteen-nation Council of Europe. He is a vice- 
chairman of the Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European Cooperation 
and a well-known Anglican layman. 


* * 


‘ 


ates 


> 
2 


-. se ay 


Two Protestant churches in Barcelona, Spain, closed by the police more than 
a year ago, have been allowed to reOpen, the US National Association of Evangeli- 
cals has reported. The churches are the Grace Evangelical Baptist Church, with 
720 members, and the Via Verdi Baptist church. They were closed because the 
congregations began holding services in new sanctuaries. However, the NAE 
said that Barcelona police have| ruled that the two churches may open because they 
are "old congregations moved to a new location". 


ae a! 


Professor Andrzej Wantula, 53, has been elected bishop of the Lutheran Church 


_ of Poland, succeeding Bishop Kotula, who is retiring after holding the post since 


B51. The new bishop is secretary of the Polish national committee of the 
Lutheran World Federation and the Polish Ecumenical Council. He is also a | 


member of the Consultative Committee of the Conference of European Churches. 


Eg 


The Church of Hessen-Nassau in Germany has decided to admit women to its 
ministry. The church's synod recommended slow implementation of the new regu- 
lations. Congregations may refuse a woman pastor. Women must resign from 
parishes if they marry. 


Bie 


Among Hungarian clergy who took an oath of loyalty to the Hungarian consti- 
tution in the presence of Hungarian President Istvan Dobi on April 27 were 
Bishops Tibor Bartha, Lajos Daranyi and Istvan Szamoskoezi of the Reformed Church 
and Bishop Zoltan Kaldy, Lutheran. BPS, Geneva — 
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Roman Catholics Say Schools in Kerala Will Stay Closed 


(Bombay) - The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Bombay, Valerian Cardinal Gracias, has 
announced that the managements of Catholic schools in India's Communist state of 
Kerala have decided not to reopen ‘their classrooms at the end of summer vacation. 


The action is in protest against the new Kerala Education Act which among 
other provisions says that private schools must appoint teachers from a list sup- 
plied by the state's Public Service Commission (see EPS Nos. 1 and 17). 


Cardinal Gracias said that "the Catholic managements are confident that they 
ean succeed in closing at least 80 per cent of their schools. They have made 
their decision despite the fact that the government has threatened to take over 
private schools which do not function - by force, if necessary." 


"Where," the cardinal asked, "is the freedom to administer our own schools 
according to the Indian constitution, if we are not free in the choice of teachers 
and other important matters?" 


Cardinal Gracias also reported that leaders of the Nair tribal community in 
Kerala have voted against reopening their schools. About 3,000 of the private 
schools in Kerala are Catholic and another 3,0U0 are operated by the Nair tribes. 

EPS, Geneva 


Experiment in Africa, Grubb Tells Mission Society 
(London) - A plea for a willingness to experiment in Africa was made to the Church 
Missionary Society at its annual meeting in London on May 6 by Sir Kenneth Grubb, 


society president. 


The churches of Africa have a "new and special responsibility", he said, 
pointing out that "the old order changes, yielding place to newe... Now the props 
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are being knocked away one by one, just so that when the scaffolding has gone, the 
strength and beauty of the new building may be seen by all. Our African brethren 
are being called upon by their mere presence and numbers, their fellowship in the 
Church Universal and their obedience to their Lord, to challenge the nation to 
seek the good and refuse the evil.... To be known as the salt of society is a 
high responsibility; it is a test of a church which no longer depends on mission- 
ary sub-structure or scaffolding." 


Sir Kenneth called for Christian men and women in multi-racial territories 
to meet together "for prayer, consultation and collective thought and even re-~ 
search into the relation of their faith to the political and economic realities 
of Africa. If this cannot be done by churchmen, acting as churchmen, what right 
have we to preach inter-racial harmony to Africa or the world?" 


| Commenting on the increased emphasis on giving within the church, Sir Kenneth 
_ said: "There is a type of churchman, here and there, who, I suspect, secretly 
regrets that so much money + although little enough in all conscience - goes to 
missionary societies, since they are a nuisance and 'give the native airs’. 
_ There are still such people, I believe, in the Church of England, They are of 
> the sort that in any age and in any weather, however pellucid, see no further 
' than their noses, and those are snub." 


9 The CMS meeting marked the 160th anniversary of the society's founding. 
) EPS, Geneva 
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' (Chicago) - Cooperation between Roman Catholics and Protestants is one of the 
- most significant church trends in the United States, according to the editor of 
"America magazine, national Jesuit weekly. 


Father Thurston N. Davis, S.J., speaking in Chicago, said that "today there 
is a much greater readiness among both Catholics and Protestants to work together 
toward clearly defined civic and social goals. People of both groups are joining 
forces as Christians and men of goodwill to attack problems of race, housing, 
juvenile delinquency, city planning and adult education." But, he emphasized, 
"part of that understanding is that the faiths are fundamentally different - 
Protestant is Protestant and Catholic is Catholic. They are not going to merge 
into some kind of bland and harmless mixture." 


"America" is marking its fiftieth anniversary this year. EPS, Geneva 


Bishop Dibelius Addresses British Bible Society 


(London) - Considering the enormous pressure of the drive against the Christian 
faith, it is nothing short of a miracle to see how many people in Eastern Germany 
are "shunning the enemies of the Cross", Bishop Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin 
and Brandenburg, said in a speech on May 6 at the annual meeting of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society in London. 


The martyrdom which pastors and Christian laymen are suffering is in most 
cases a quiet one, the bishop said, adding that many Christians have an outlook 
of patience and serenity which bafiles the government authorities. 


Bishop Dibelius told the Bible Society that the church in Hast Germany, even 
if it is a community suffering untold hardships, is engaged in the open fight that 
all Christians must wage. "There is no longer a no-man's land of nominal Chris- 
tians; the line of division is far too sharp to make allowances for any private 


religiosity." 
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During the session it was reported that in 1958 the society distributed 
7,133,628 copies of the Scriptures. Translations in two new languages - Guerze for 
French Guinea and Teop for the Solomon Islands - brings the total number of lan- 
guages in which the society has issued some portion of scripture to 853. 

EPS, Geneva 


Asian YMCA Leaders Hold Conference 


(Gotemba, Japan) - More than a hundred YMCA leaders from 12 countries attended the | 
fifth YMCA leaders' conference last month in Gotemba to discuss work among youth, | 
ee young adult programme, relations with other Christian agencies and intermovement 
AlAs 

To meet the situation among Asian youth, YMCAs were urged to expand their re- 
creational facilities, to enlarge counselling services and launch constructive 
programmes of citizenship education. If YMCA work with youths in industry is to 
be effective, the conference warned, leaders must make greater contact with labour 
leaders and unions. 


Looking at the question of relationships with other Christian groups, the con- 
ference afiirmed that the YMCA is not a church nor in competition with churches. 
It maintains an open door to all Christians and to non-Christians. And, the con- 
ference said, it accepts as part of its mission the confrontation of non-Christian 
youth with the Gospel. 


In response to a growing demand in Asia, the conference advocated "family 
membership" and the development of joint activities with the YWCA, 


Asian YMCA leaders reported a determination to undertake a greater share of 
responsibility for extension of the work of the association. EPS, Geneva 
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(Boston) - The Unitarian and Universalist churches in the United States have en- 
dorsed a merger "at the earliest feasible date". Results of the voting were an- 
nounced in Boston last week by Dr. William B. Rice, chairman of a joint merger 
commission. He said that 600 of a possible 930 churches and fellowships of both 
denominations had taken part in the voting and 75 per cent favoured merger. 


The merger commission will prepare a detailed plan of merger which will be 
presented in October to a biennial conference of the two groups. There are about 
80,000 members of the American Unitarian Association and more than 100,000 members 
of the Universalist Church of America. Religious education and adult programmes 
of the two groups are already merged in the Council of Liberal Churches and the 
two youth departments are united in the Liberal Youth organization. 


The two churches are not members of the World Council of Churches. 
EPS, Geneva 


International Workers in Paris Consider Common Problems 

(Villemétrie, France) - Protestant, Anglican and Roman Catholic laymen working in 
international organizations in Paris held a retreat from May 1 - 3 at Villemetrie, 
France, to consider their common problems and seek practical solutions. 


Chairing the discussions was the Hev. Daniel Jenkins, executive officer of 
the Christian Frontier Council in the United Kingdom, who told the international 
Civil servants that "you are not as unique as you may think". 
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"You are concerned with finding a reason for being in a kind of world where 
all of us increasingly live, but where the rest of us can deceive ourselves more 
easily that we still live in an older world, that of national traditions and the 
like," he said. "It is vital that you should retain and replenish your prophetic 
idealism. And," he added, "for goodness sake let's remember that the Lord expects 
people with privileges at least to enjoy them and not always to be harping on 
their difficulties." 


Retreat participants said tney had two tasks - to make a personal witness to 
those who worked around them and to place the humanistic ideals of the international 
organizations in a Christian dimension. | 


The retreat, the first of its kind, was set up by laymen in the international 
organizations. Future plans call for monthly meetings and an annual retreat. 
Theme of this year's retreat was "Tne Christian Vocation in International Diplo- 
macy". Those taking part included Father Thomes Cowley, 0.P., member of the edi- 
torial board of the Roman Catholic periodical "Istina", the Rev. Paul HFrelick, 
director of the John Knox House in Geneva, Frére Laurent of the French rrotestant 
community of Taizé, and Pastor André Appel, general secretary of the French Prot- 
estant Federation. EPS, Geneva 


World YWCA General Secretary Reports on Madagascar Disaster 


(Geneva) - The long-term problem of rebuilding and equipping the thousands of 
church and school buildings destroyed during the recent floods in Madagascar is 
one which the church there cannot solve alone, according to Miss Elizabeth Palmer, 
general secretary of the World YWCA, just back in Geneva from a month's tour in 
East and Central Africa and Madagascar. 


She reported that all the churches in lananarive, the capital city, which were 
not destroyed were being used to house refugees and pastors were giving all their 
time for relief work. A new YWCA building, just completed, housed 165 refugees. 
"The efforts the Malagasy are making in their own country are magnificent," Miss 
Palmer said, "but they will need help from abroad for a long time to come". 


An appeal to the member churches of the World Council of Churches through its 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, has brought $42,519 to date 
for use in Madagascar. EPS, Geneva 
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(Bielefeld, Germany) - "Is the position of Christians in Eastern Germany today that 
of a last desperate effort to throw off the stranglehold of the state?" That is 
the question raised by Mr. Klaus von Bismarck, director of the office of social af- 
fairs, Evangelical Church in Westphalia, in a broadcast last month on the West 
German radio. 

Pointing out that probably many Christians in the German Democratic Republic 
(DDR) would consider his question as too "heroic", he said that they must realise 
that the pressure being exerted upon them by atheistic forces is "real and deadly". 


"As a result of this pressure," Mr. von Bismarck said, "certain structural 
changes are already perceptible in the churches. The Protestant church in Eastern 
Germany is becoming a4 diaspora-church and because of that is assuming the character 
of a non-state church." While it is true, he continued, that there are large 
numbers of strong congregations, especially in rural areas, where attempts to keep 
youths from being confirmed have been unsuccessful, in industrial towns "very few 
parents or boys and girls have the courage to attend Confirmation in face of the 
increased pressure against it", However, he added, an increasing number of people, 
while not officially church members, do retain a secret connection and pay church 


taxes. 


- 
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"Within the churches," Mr. von Bismarck said, "the trends in the DDR have 
created certain tensions but the state has not succeeded in destroying the unity of 
the Protestant church." In his opinion, the few "progressive" pastors have little 
influence on their congregations. The Association of Protestant Pastors "has only 
attracted a tiny minority of very naive or politically ambitious pastors, and it 
has had practically no influence." EPS, Geneva 


Swedish Bishops Want to Keep Link with State 


(Stockholm) - The Bishops! Conference of the swedish Church has agreed that while 
there are differences of opinion between the church and the state, the traditional 
link should be maintained. 


Among other subjects considered at the recent conference, held in Stockholm, 
was the question of training for the ministry. One of the proposals under con- 
sideration, made by Dr. Margit Sahlin, one of the church's well-known women theo- 
logians, was to appoint part-time church workers to visit employees in large fac- 
tories, offices and shops. 


The question of admitting women to the ministry, which threatened to split 
the Swedish Church when it was approved by the church assembly and Parliament, 
was not discussed at the conference. EPS, Geneva 


Church Architects Seek Freedom from Committee Pressures 


(Bossey, Switzerland) - An international conference of architects has appealed to 
the churches to give greater freedom to church designers and to use "properly run 
architectural competitions" in selecting builders of new churches. 


A statement issued at the close of the meeting by the thirty-four participants 
from eleven countries also advocated community centres, house churches and coopera- 
tion with town planners. 


Describing the type of architect who should be chosen by the churches, the con- 
ference, which was called by the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of 
Churches in cooperation with the WCC's Information Department, said that "formal 
membership of the Christian community" and "prior experience with the Church's 
problems" were not essential tests in appointing architects. "Since the Church 
must speak to the world as well as to itself", the declaration said, "men who know 
the world as well as the Church are to be preferred to those who know only the 
Church." 


The conference advocated full mutual briefing between an architect and the 
church congregation he serves, but said that "good churches are never built by 
committees". Other parts of the statement deal with the fine arts in church build- 
ing and the need for educational programmes for architects, clergy and congregations. 


The meeting heard addresses from English architect Edward D. Mills, Professor 
Leonardo Ricci of Italy, G. E. Kidder Smith of the United States, K. L. Sijmons of 
the Netherlands, Professor Stefan Hirzel of Germany and Mr. Otto Senn of Basel. 
Other leaders included the Rev. Marvin P, Halverson, executive director of the De- 
partment of Worship and the Arts in the National Council of Churches in the USA, the 
Rev. John Garrett of the WCC'’s Information Department and Professor H. H. Wolf, di- 
rector of the Bossey Institute, who was chairman. 

The programme included discussions of modern churches shown by colour slides 


and a photographic exhibit prepared by John P. Taylor of the WCC staff. The confer- 
ence visited modern churches at Aydincourt and Ronchamp, France, and in Basel and 


Solothurn in Switzerland. 

Participants came from Belgium 1, Denmark 1, France 2, Germany 7, Italy 3, Ne- 
therlands 4, Norway 1, Sweden 3, Switzerland 2, United Kingdom 5, United States 5. 
(See also page F.) EPS, Geneva 
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The English cathedral of Coventry and the Russian cathedral of Stalingrad are 
exchanging gifts. Coventry is sending a cross made of nails from the part of the 
cathedral destroyed by bombing in 1940. It has received an ikon with an inscription 
stressing the unity of all Christians. 
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Moscow churches were overflowing on May 3, the Orthodox Easter. Special police 
had to be assigned to direct traffic in front of the Jelokhovsky cathedral where the 
main services were conducted by Patriarch Alexius. From 25,000 to 30,000 persons 
ahaa Easter services in the Troitsky monastery at Zagorsk, about 50 miles north 
of Moscow. 


KH 


The foundation stone for the largest Protestant church to be built in Vienna 
since the war, the Church of the Resurrection, was laid on May 3. 


The moderator of the Dutch Reformed Church in the Transvaal and in Cape Prov- 
ince, along with other church officials, have conferred with the South African 
Minister of the Interior about the implementation of the controversial Group Areas 
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Three five-day training courses for clergymen in the United Kingdom have been 
begun by ABC Television to provide a steady stream of ministers with experience Be: 
television and a knowledge of its technique. TV officials say that by giving the 
churches professional advice, the company hopes to improve its religious services 
and programmes which have been criticized for a lack of skill and imagination. 

% % 


Two-hundred religious, labour, business and other leaders from throughout the 
United States will attend a Wnite House conference on May 21-22 called by President 
Eisenhower on US participation in World Refugee Year. 
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A commemoration week will be held from May 25-31 at Barmen, Germany, marking 
the first Synod of the German Confessing Church, held there 25 years ago. The synod 
meeting culminated in the "Declaration of Barmen" which formed the theological basis 
for the Confessing Church's resistance to national socialism. 

The Anglican Convocations of Canterbury and York have both voted to defer ac- 
tion until their October sessions on a proposal to include in the canons of the 
Church of England a clause ensuring the secrecy of confessions made to priests. 
Both convocations reaffirmed confessional secrecy as 4 doctrinal principle but said 
they wanted to avoid 4 possible dispute with parliament on the issue of exempting 
priests from legal requirements governing testimony in court. 


* * 


President Otto Grotewohl of the German Democratic Republic (DDR), has told the 
national council of the National Front in East Berlin that he "has no desire to en- 
ter into competition with Bishop Otto Dibelius in writing open letters". He said 
he did not intend to reply to the bishop's open letter which took issue with offi- 
cial East German government sponsorship of atheism (see EPS No. 18). The letter was 
written, President Grotewohl said, "to disturb the conference of foreign ministers 
at Geneva". At the same time, he denied that pressure was being brought to bear 
upon Christians in Hast Germany. EPS, Geneva 
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Document 
Statement _on Architecture and the Church 


(Architecture and the Church was the subject of a conference at the Ecumenical 
Institute of the World Council of Churches near Geneva, from May 6 to 1g. The 
sessions brought together 28 architects from 11 countries. See page 5. The follow- 
ing is a statement which was received by the conference. ) 


1. Our twentieth century material and scientific progress and discovery, our new 
ways of thought and living do not invalidate the ageless message of Christianity. 
The conditions of life today are calling the Church into the common life of man, 
away from the enclosed sanctuary, to witness in daily work. This may create new 
forms of Christian community life which will also lead to expression in buildings 
which represent, like other buildings of our time, the thinking of modern man. 

New buildings are often needed to consolidate this evangelistic work and to draw 
men together in Christian fellowship. 


~ 


Re In earlier times the church building was one of the finest expressions of the 
' age. This does not solve our problem. ie have to face our task in our time to find 
) a new expression of Christian life today through the buildings we make. 


3. The serving and not the dominating role of the Church should be kept in mind. 
_ This can be expressed, not only in the building, but in the way in which <1% eumor 
lated to the town plan. The church building should not be a venture in personal 
- expression, an architectural tour de force, or merely a sensuously satisfying a- 
chievement. 


’ 4. The Church must take account of the needs of modern society, through the use 
of community centres, the house church and the chapel in industrial centres. 


5, The selection of architects for the church need not be on the basis of formal 

_ membership in the Christian community nor prior experience with the Church's prob- 

" lems. Good architecture is the essential; and the best architects are men of imag- 
ination, energy and artistic integrity who may be willing to serve the Church as 
ably as they do other clients. Properly run architectural competitions help the 
churches in making the right choice. Since the Church must speak to the world as 
well as to itself, men who know the world as well as the Church are to be preferred 
to those who know only the Church. 


6. A good church building is normally the finished work of a single designer. 
The congregation has the obligation to brief the architecy fully. Throughout the 
briefing process the Church must leave the designer free to speak his mind and do 
his work. Good churches are never built by committees. Let the architect be the 
architect. 


7, The architect should understand his client's need in all its aspects and en- 
deavour to fulfil that need through the medium of the architecture he produces. 


8. A dialogue must continue between Church and architect, and in this dialogue 
the Church should not insist on the right to make artistic decisions. The architect 
for his part must endeavour to serve the purpose of the Church. 


9. The substance of this conversation is the work and life of the Church as a 
community with a mission and a living message for the modern world. 


' 


i 
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10, The place of worship should help the congregation to act corporately in the 
praise and service of God. Design must avoid distraction so as to focus the at- 
tention of all the worshippers on the worship and its expression through acts and 
symbols in the building. The fixing of the mind upon God is corporate and active. 
Scientific, theological and architectural studies of this problem should be con- 
ducted by the churches through bringing specialists together within the growing 
agreement on the nature of worship in the ecumenical movement. 


11. Fine art in the Church should not be understood as something additional or 
merely decorative, but as an organic part of the architecture arising, from the work 
and worship of the church. The church must not be a museum of fine art or of ar- 
chaeological relics. The highest standard of industrial design achieved in every- 
day life should be applied to the furnishings of the church, including all the 
Minor arts such as printing, posters and fabrics. 


12. Church authorities, theological students, building committees and congrega- 
tions need to be educated in the meaning of contemporary architecture by litera- 
ture, exhibitions, filmstrips and other means. Similarly, the churches must 
educate their architects. 


13. The churches pray for the unity of the Church; let us work for it. If we 
prune away the habits and patterns which represent unessential differences be- 
tween the churches, if we provide buildings which meet the purposes of the Chris- 
tian community in today's world, we may find that in tomorrow's world we will in- 
deed be a truer Christian community, broad enough to encompass the differences 
which should and will remain. EPS, Geneva 
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CCIA Officers Make Plea for Arab Refugees 


(Geneva) ~ In a letter to United Nations secretary general, Dag Hammarskjold, the 
officers of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs have asked for 
a constructive new effort to solve the eleven-year-old problem of the Arab refugees 
in Palestine. 


The appeal, which was delivered personally to Dr. Ralph Bunche, the represen- 
tative of Mr. Hammarskjold, visualises "a new deal for the refugee", including Na 
home and a job, continuing relief until he is established", and “compensation fron 
Israel, or, and as alternative, the possibility of ultimate repatriation to Israel". 


It is suggested that member governments of the United Nations, in addition to 
maintaining relief, should give "much more massive sums of money" for constructive 
solutions. 


Commenting on the appeal, Dr. Elfan Rees, permanent representative of the 
CCIA in Europe, who was instrumental in preparing the appeal and in calling the 
two Beirut conferences of churches and missions to consider the Arab refugee 


problem in 1951 and 1956, said that it was a "call for a shift in emphasis. The 


change in stress from relief to works is an attempt to move in the direction of 
solving the problem," Dr. Rees declared. "This will imply no diminution, but 
an increase of governmental support," he said. "Relief must be maintained, but 
there must be a wove toward solution." 


No. 20 - May 22nd, 1959. 


fh 


Dr. Rees went on to underline that the churches would not abandon, but con- 
tinue their present work for Arab refugees, but that this would be difficult if 
there is no progress toward solution. 


The message to Mr. Hammarskjéld was signed by CCIA chairman Sir Kenneth Grubb 
of London, and the commission's director, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, in addition to 
Dr. Rees. 


The officers of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary 
Council will meet at Spittal, Austria, early in August, to consider the recommen- 
dations on the future of the Arab refugee problem which lr. Hamuarskjéld is expected 
to make in the near future. 


The full text of the CCIA officers' letter is on page 8. EPS, Geneva 


CCIA Leaders in Geneva for Foreign Ministers' Meeting 


(Geneva) — Officers of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs have 
‘been in Geneva for the opening of the talks between the foreign ministers of the 
great powers. 


Contacts with the various delegations have been established by Sir Kenneth 
Grubb of the United Kingdom, the commission's chairman, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde of 
the United States, director, and Dr. Elfan Rees, the commission's permanent rep- 
resentative in Europe. The CCIA is a joint agency of the International Mission- 
ary Council and the World Council of Churches. 


A message delivered to the foreign ministers of the USSR, France, the United 
Kingdom and the USA said that the churches' representatives were in Geneva "to 
symbolise the concern of Christians in many parts of the world - Protestant, Or- 
thodox and Anglican - over the problem of Berlin and Germany in the context of the 
total international situation". The CCIA officers have frequently been on the 
scene at international conferences in recent years. 


The message goes.on to say that the foreign ministers, "in seeking to relieve 
tension and to promote peace" should "heed the claims of justice and freedom". 
The CCIA officers say that "it is our particular anxiety that any agreements 
reached shall ensure the exercise of commonly accepted human rights, including 
freedom to manifest religion or belief in teaching, worship, practice and ob- 
‘servance". 


The message closes with the assurance that Christians everywhere are praying 
for the conference. EPS, Geneva 


Protestant Centre Proposed for Puerto Rico 


(San German, Puerto Rico) - A Protestant centre to house offices of denominations 
and church agencies has been recommended by a Protestant Cooperative Planning 
Conference held in San German. 


Sponsored by the Evangelical Council of Puerto Rico, the conference brought 
together representatives of mission boards, the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the USA, the Committee on Missionary Cooperation in Latin America and 
the International Missionary Council. Appointment in the near future of a student 
worker at the University of Puerto Rico was announced during the conference. 


Taking part were Methodists, United Presbyterians, Baptists, Disciples of 
Christ, United Evangelicals, Mennonites, Brethren and Lutherans. EPS, Geneva 
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First EACC Assembly Opens in Malaya 


(Kuala Lumpur) - In the quiet of Venning Chapel in Kuala Lumpur, Malaya, on May 14, 
representatives from 42 churches and Christian councils in 14 Bast Asia countries 
stood silently to signify their acceptance of the constitution of the East Asia 
Christian Conference (see EPS No. 18). 


"We are here," Bishop Enrique C. Sobrepena of the Philippines and conference 
chairman, said, "on mandate by our churches to accept a plan and actually put it 
into operation, to bring completeness to the natural circles around which by nature 
we are to move and make them the means by which we may attain the wholeness of our 
life, Here as we gather we find ourselves predominantly from East Asia, and yet 
from all the world, giving fuller expression of obedience to the call of our common 
Lord." | 


In response to Bishop Sobrepena's challenge, the representatives of the church— 
es and councils stood as U Kyaw Than, conference administrative secretary, called 
the names of each delegation, marking the acceptance of the EACC constitution and 
formally creating the conference as a permanent organ for continuing cooperation 
-among the churches in Hast Asia. 


U Kyaw Than said in a speech on the opening day that the EACC "is a fellow- 
ship of churches in Asia which seek to render their obedience to their common 
Lord. As such it cannot identify itself as a body with any power bloc in the 
world struggle going on today." 


Other speakers during the opening days of the 10-day conference included Mr. 
M.M. Thomas of India, who defined nationalism as "a positive struggle for nation 
building. Christianity must participate in this nation building," he said, "in 
order to assist in filling the vacuum that has been created by the breakdown of 
old patterns. In this formative period of the basis of new nations, Christians 
should take their share in helping define goals of life, for that is what is at 
stake." 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin of the Church of South India, general secretary-elect 
of the International Missionary Council, called for bold experiments in new forms 
of the Christian ministry, using non-professional and non-paid ministers in local 
congregations. - He emphasized that the basic Christian witness depends not on 
the ordained ministry but on the laity witnessing in the daily round of secular 
activities. 


Looking at the resurgence of Buddhism in Asia, Dr. Pe Maung Tin, vice- 
chancellor of Rangoon University, told the conference that Christianity has not 
been able to dent the thought of the average Buddhist. Because of their 
colonial past, he said, the Burmese people have looked upon Christianity as 
presented by Western missionaries as another "trick to enslave them". They felt, 
Dr. Tin added, that having lost their country to the conquerors, they were now in 
danger of losing their country and culture to the missionaries. 


Attending the conference are 180 delegates from Australia, Burma, Ceylon, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaya, New Zealand, Okinawa, Pakistan, 
the Philippines, Taiwan and Thailand. Observers are present from the Cameroons, 
Kenya, Nigeria, Canada, Germany, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and the 
United States. Also attending are representatives of the World Council of Churches 
and the International Missionary Council. EPS, Geneva 
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Lutherans, Church of South India, Move Toward Union 


(Bangalore, India) - The Lutheran churches in South India and the Church of South 
India have beon advised by a joint theological commission from both bodies that 
"the degree of doctrinal agreement between us is such as to warrant a closer 
fellowship than now exists between our churches". The churches have been urged 
"to take action to secure such closer fcllowship in practice". 


The recommendations came at the close of a meeting of the Joint Commission 
at Bangalore in mid-April, which removed Lutheran hesitations about the place of 
the "historic episcopate" in the Church of South India, a union of former Anglicans, 
Congregationalists, Methodists and Presbyterians. 


Specific recommendations looking toward union include preparation of a 
catechism to be used in the CSI and in Iuthoran churches, organization of regional 
conferences to discuss controversial points about the Church and the ministry and 
the drawing up of a Constitution and Doctrinal Statement based on the work already 
done by the Joint Theological Commission. 


In an explanatory section on bishops at the end of an "Agreed Statement on 
the Church and the Ministry", thc Joint Commission affirms that "the exercise of 
oversight (Episkope) was early entrusted by the Church to one bishop in each area. 
This ordering was for many ccnturies universal and is still the accepted form 
among the majority of Chirstians. We do not hold that it is essential for the 
existence of the Church, or for the ministry and the sacraments," the statement 
continues, “or that God has bound Himself to grant through it greater blessing, 
authority or grace than through other forms of the Church's ministry. It has 
been and can be grievously misused, as can every gift of God. But we see a value 
in it as expressing through a person the oversight which is a vital part of the 
pastoral ministry within the Church. 


"However," the statement concludes, “the presence or absence of episcopacy 
ought not by itself to determine the relationship of one Church with another". 


The Church of South India has over 1,000,000 adherents. The Federation of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India represents ten churches with about 655,300 
members. EPS, Geneva 


South African Roman Catholics Criticize Job Discrimination Bill 


(Capetown) - Three leading Roman Catholic officials in South Africa have condemned 
a new government-sponsored bill which would bar non-white workers from higher paying 
jobs in industry and commerce which are "reserved" for whites. 


The bill has already passed its third reading in the South African parliament 
and observers say it seems certain it will become law shortly. 


"T cannot but condemn the government's policy of job reservation whereby, 
solely on the grounds of colour, the colourcd man is excluded from certain avenues 
of employment," Archbishop Owen McCann of Capetown wrote. Others whose similar 
views were published in the Roman Catholic newspaper, "The Southern Cross", were 
Archbishop Denis E. Hurley of Durban and Bishop Ernest A. Green of Port Elizabeth. 


How can Christian men with the law of love engraved on minds and hearts," 
Archbishop Hurley wrote, “coolly, rationally and methodically, year after year, 
pile injustice in the name of law, a name venerable and sacred by its divine 
association but becoming synonymous with misery and despair for three quarters of 

* population of South Africa?" EPS, Geneva 
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Serbian Church Officials Honoured 


(Beirut) - During an Easter pilgrimage, a delegation from the Serbian Orthodox 
Church in Yugoslavia, led by His Holiness Patriarch German, were honoured by 
government and church officials in the Holy Land. 


The Order of Saints Peter and Paul was awarded Patriarch German in Damascus, 
Syria, by His Beatitude the Patriarch of Antioch and All the Hast; President 
Chehab of the Lebanese Republic decorated the Patriarch with the highest rank of 
the Order of the Cedars of Lebanon; and on May 3, the Orthodox Easter, the 
Patriarch, bishops and other members of the delegation received the Order of the 
Holy Sepulchre from His Beatitude the Patriarch of Jerusalem, Benedictos. 


During the trip, policy talks were held for the first time between Patriarch 
German and the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras in Istanbul, described as aimed 
at improving cooperation between the two Patriarchates. EPS, Geneva 


in’ Brief 


The Very Rev. George F. MacLeod, leader of the Iona Community and Chaplain 
to the Queen, will deliver the annual John Knox House Lecture in Geneva, Switzer- 
land, on May 30. The subject is "John Knox and Today". The John Knox House is 
an international student hostel and ecumenical centre supported by the United 
Presbyterian Church USA in cooperation with the National Protestant Church of 


Genevae 
* * 


A group of British Anglicans is organizing a pilgrimage to France to pray for 
Christian unity. The journey, September 5 to 9, will include a visit to the tombs 
of Roman Catholic "apostles of unity" Fernand Portal and Paul Couturier near Lyon 
and prayer at some French Roman Catholic centres of pilgrimage. Leaders of the 
pilgrimage, which also plans to visit the French Reformed Men's Community of 
Taizé, include Anglican monks of the Community of the Resurrection. 


Hee 


Premier Constantine Karamanlis of Greece has received the Holy Cross of the 
Greek Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarchate. The award, in recognition of Mr. Kara- 
manlis! promotion of friendship between Greece and Turkey, was made in Istanbul 
while the premier was on a tour of Turkey. 


SA 


The Very Rev. Francis Carl Rowinski of Chicago has been consecrated bishop of 
the Western Diocese of the Polish National Catholic Church of America, in ceremonies 
at Chicago's Cathedral of All Saints. 


rea 


Canon H.N. Hunter of Gambia has been appointed as chaplain to West Africans 
now living in Britain. He arrived in London in May, after his appointmont by the 


“pishops of the Province of West Africa. 


* * 


Special services in two historic East European churches have been scheduled 
or May, marking the re-erection of destroyed buildings. In Cieszyn (Teschen) Po- 
land, the 250th anniversary of Upper Silesia's renovated Church of Jesus is set 
for May 24. Hungarian Lutherans are celebrating the restoration of their war- 


damaged Nemesker church, built in 1732. 
caer 2 
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Representatives of both the Roman Catholic Church and the Nair trib3s have 
rejected invitations to attend a government~sponsored conference to discuss dif- 
ferences regarding the implementation of the controversial Education Act recently 
passed in the Communist state of Kerala in India. Both Roman Catholic and Nair 
officials have said that they would not reopen their schools in the autumn, in 
protest over provisions of the bill (see EPS No. 19). A government official has 
said that the government will not back down on the act or any of its provisions. 

. * % 

Crisanto Cardinal Luque, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Bogota and Primate of 

Colombia, has died in Bogota at the age of 70. 


% x 


The world president of the Seventh-day Adventist denomination, Mr. Reuben 
R. Figuhr, has urged other religious groups with similar beliefs to unite. But, 
he added, there is "no chance" that the 1,500,000-member Adventist group would 
ever join any other church. "We have distinctive beliefs and we could not violate 
them," he said. 

x * 

The resignation of Bishop Photios of Paphos, who ranked second to Archbishop 

Makarios, has been accepted by the Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church of 


Cyprus. 
* % 


Reports of a conversation between Fidel Castro of Cuba and three members of 
a committee of the United Protestant Church of Cuba say that the new government 
head does not intend to restore religious instruction in the state schools. 


rae ae 


Because of a recent rise in anti-semitism in West Germany, the Evangelical 
student organization has sent a statement to parents and teachers, urging them 
not to conceal the guilt of the German people in the past, but to face it honestly 
and frankly. The statement goes on to says "We beg everyone holding responsi- 
bility in politics or in law to take serious steps to prevent Germans both at home 
and abroad from being guilty of a revival of anti-semitic propaganda and anti- 
semitic activities against our fellow citizens." 


x 


The need for modernising the Roman Catholic press has been stressed by Pope 
John XXIII in an audience with Italian Catholic journalists at the Vatican. The 
Pope said that in the past the Catholic newspapers and magazines had not been able 
to compete with the secular press because they did not devote enough care to the 
technical and organizational side of publishing. But he emphasized the importance 
of the Catholic daily press and told the journalists, "Create papers, books and 
publications of real value and you will be Apostles." 


a 


Protestant services may now be held in any premises in Argentina without 
Special permission, as long as the Ministry of Religious Affairs is informed, 
according to a new government order which ends the requirement for obtaining per- 
mission for all church gatherings. Statistical information including the number 
of members, names of ministers and addresses of churches and parish houses must 
also be sent to the Ministry of Religious Affairs. 


* * 


a 
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Protestant services may now be held in any premises in Argentina without 
special permission, as long as the Ministry of Religious Affairs is informed, 
according to a new government order which ends the requirement for obtaining per- 
mission for all church gatherings. Statistical information including the number 
of members, names of ministers and addresses of churches and parish houses must 
also be sent to the Ministry of Religios Affairs. 


* * 


The Protestant "Collége Cévenol" at Chambon-sur—Lignon in France marked its 
twentieth anniversary this month by opening a new dormitory for girls. The 
secondary school for both boys and girls was founded by Pastor André Trocmé and 
Pastor E. Theis and has 400 students, more than 50 of them from abroad. 


x * 


The Foreign Mission Jommittee of the Church of Scotland has denied reports 
from Northern Rhodesia that the closing of two Church of Scotland Mission hospitals 
in that country was connected with racial disturbances. "Tt is entirely a matter 
of shortage of staff and finance", a spokesman of the Mission in Edinburgh said 
(see EPS No. 18). 


Cae a 


A Protestant spokesman at the first French national congress of parents of 
school—children receiving free education, held at Caen, said that Protestant 
parents defended free education and those who sent their children to private 
schools were willing to pay for it. He opposed state subsidies for private 
schools, 


Le Beye 


Celebration of the 350th anniversary of the founding of the first Baptist 
church in Amsterdam included a reception by the Lord Mayor of Amsterdam and a 
united service in the Mennonite church. An address, stressing the ecumenical 
breadth of view of John Smyth, the church's founder, in the closing days of his 
life, was given by Dr. Ernest A. Payne, who is vice-chairman of the World Council . 
of Churches! Central Committee. 

aid fey 


Possible reunification of the Polish National Catholic Church of America and 
in Poland has been discussed by officials of the two bodies ata meeting in Scran— 
ton, Pennsylvania. The church was set up in 1904 in Scranton; the church in 
Poland broke ties with the mother church in America in 1951. Taking part in the 
discussions were Prime Bishop Leon Grochowski of the US and Dr. Maximillian Rode 
and the Rev. Thaddeus Majewski of Poland. EPS, Geneva 
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The Arab Refugee Problem 


(A letter to the United Nations’ Secretary-General, llr. Dag Hammarskjold, from 
officers of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint agency 
of the a ea Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches, See 
page l. 


You will know from our Beirut Conferences and more particularly from their 
substantial relief programmes that our churches and missions have a very great 
concern for the continuing plight of the Arab refugees. That concern has been 
deepened in recent months by our knowledge that the mandate of UNRWA cxpires in 
June 1960 and that, in the Thirteenth General Assembly thore was voiced a disin-— 
clination to extend it. 


It is certain that, whatever governments may do, the churches will not aban- 
don the Arab refugoes, nor will they cease their advocacy for the needs of the 
“other claimants for relief". At the same time we are convinced that what the 
churches can do will not be enough, moreover, we are apprehensive that, if there 
is no progress towards solutions, it will become increasingly difficult to continue 

, to focus Christian concern on this particular refugee problem at a time when so 
many others challenge us. 


We take hope from the knowledge that you yourself have undertaken to advise 
the Fourteenth General Assembly as to what the future course of action should be 
and it is for this reason that we venture to address you in the following terms; 


1. While we deplore the failure to solve this problem after ten years of endeavour 
we have no criticism of UNRWA's magnificent work as a relief agency and we are 

most grateful for its devoted leadership. We also recognize that, had more goverm- 
ments contributed more generously, the "self-help" projects, which offer so much 
hope of solutions for individual families, would have prospered better. 


as We do not believe that the progressive pauperisation of these refugees ought 
to be perpetuated but we are nevertheless convinced that a continuing relief pro- 
gramme on a long-term -— though possibly diminishing - basis is essential and in- 
evitable, We are informed that almost one-third of the older refugees are now 
incapable of employment and re-establishment, moreover those others, not yet 
incapacitated, who might accept re-establishment would need continuing care and 
maintenance until their establishment was firn. 


a> The preceding paragraph notwithstanding, we regret that UNRWA has been forced, 
by political and financial considerations, into the role of a "relief agency to 

the almost total exclusion of "works". We are convinced that, in any new dis- 
pensation, relief should become ancillary to works and should indeed become con— 
ditional on works being made financially and, above all, politically possible. 


4, We recognize that such a change of emphasis must depend, in the first in- 
stance, on the goodwill of the host governments, but we do not think this will be 
forth coming without some initial action on the part of Israel. We welcome nost 
warmly the recent offer by Israel of compensation, more particularly as it was 
made in a much less rigid context than that of total settlement. Nevertheless 
we do not think this is enough. Our second Beirut Conference called for the 
recognition of the moral right to repatriation. We have no illusions as to the 


. 
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practicability, on political and economic grounds, of unrestricted repatriation 
but we fcel that the possibility of repatriation - under international control 
and possibly on an annual quota basis — must be one element in an overall settle- 
ment. 


Be Given such a move we then think that the main emphasis in a new programme 
should be on building up an economically and socially useful future for the 
refugees by equipping them in such a way that they can establish themselves. We 
are not sanguine that the present political climate is propitious for large-scale 
resettlement programmes in the host countries but we do believe that, given 
adequate resources, a family by family "self-help" and "homes and jobs" movement 
would soon acquire momentum. 


Bie A final onus lies upon member governments of the United Nations who, in our 
view, must be made to realise that in addition to maintaining the relief programme, 
much more massive sums of money will be required if we are to move towards solu- 
tions, and that more money must be contributed by more governments. 


Te We therefore visualise a new deal for the refugee in which he is offered, as 
a comprehensive offer: (i) a home and a job; (ii) continuing relief until he is 
established; and (iii) conpensation from Israel; or, (iv) and as an alternative, 
the possibility of ultimate repatriation to Israel. 


o. We do not know whether such a programme could be implemented by UNRWA as it 
is now organized but it may well be that a new agency untrammelled by the past, 
and by past agreements, could more easily make a new beginning. 


The officers of the World Council of Churches and the International Mission- 
ary Council are convening a special consultation in August and we shall at that 
time anxiously consider the recommendations you will propose to the General 
Assembly. 


This will be a matter of great importance to us because, as our own programnes 
are so closely geared to those of UNRWA, we need good notice of what the future is 
likely to be. 

We hold ourselves ready to discuss these proposals with you if you think they 


have any merit in the present situation. 


O. Frederick Nolde Kenneth G. Grubb 
Director Chaiman 


KHifan Rees 
Representative in Europe 


EPS, Geneva 
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Ecumenical Service Project Inaugurated in Northern Rhodesia 


(Kitwe) - An inter-racial social service project has been launched in Northern 
Rhodesia by the churches acting together in the Northern Rhodesia Christian Coun- 
cil with the support of the World Council of Churches. 


The experiment, to be known as the liindolo Ecumenical Foundation, aims "to 
serve the Christian Church and the community at large as a centre of study, 
worship and consultation where men and women may deepen their understanding of 
questions affecting the unity and renewal of the Church and its responsibilities 
in the life of the community". 


A study director will be appointed as soon as possible to run the first 
year's programme of a study centre. Conferences will be attended by lay experts 
and theologians and concentrate on facing problems of responsible social action 
raised by the rapid social changes taking place in the copper-belt area, where 
the work is located. 


The Rev. Peter Mathews, Australian Congregationalist secretary of the new 
foundation, which succeeds the former Copperbelt Christian Service Council, said 


_ that the governors of the project “consider the appointment of a director of 
studies for the Lay Institute part of this programme as absolutely crucial for 
the future of the Centre and also for the witness of the Church in Central Africa 
in the days that lie ahead". 
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The Literacy and Literature Committee of the National Council of Churches in 
the USA have set up an office at Mindolo to commence courses for people from all 
parts of Africa on July l. 


Other schemes provide for club and welfare work among mine employees and 
wives of migrant workers with homes in rural areas. A chapel to be erected for 
the centre will be designed after consultation with internationally well-known 
architects. 


Financial appeals for international support will be made as the new founda- 
tion develops. 


Many of the ideas for the service project were evolved as a result of the 
World Council of Churches! current major study project on the Common Christian 
Responsibility Toward Areas of Rapid Social Change. The Rev. Peter Mathews 
will attend the international conference on this subject called by the Study 
Division of the WCC in Salonika, Greece, July 25 — August 2. 


Other officers of the foundation are the Rev. F. Sillett, Anglican, and 


Mr. Henry Makulu, Church of Central Africa, both of whom will attend the Salonika 
meeting. HPS, Geneva 


Liberian Christian Students Speak out on Sex 


(Monrovia) ~- A consultation on Sex, Marriage and Family Life called by the Student 
Christian Council of Liberia, has made a strong statement about confusion in sex 
morality in Liberia and the need for sex education. 


The statement cites a paper presented to the consultation as saying that 
"to the average Liberian young man sex is something you indulge in from puberty; 
marriage the act of making these indulgences legal; family life an outward show 
of pseudo-respectability. This too lax an approach to these fundamentals under- 
mines the whole moral structure of our society," says the paper. 


"In view of the apparent dangers to the fabric of our society," the declar- 
ation continues, "all students in Liberia are called upon to consider the serious- 
ness of the present situation, the threat to Christian ideals and the means within 
the power of students to overcome this threat." 


Students are urged to prepare for Christian marriage and home life by study, 
by seeking guidance from parents and Christian leaders and by careful choice of 
life partners. 


“We believe that Christian marriage is sacred and that its sanctity demands 
refraining from pre-marital sexual contact, maintaining fidelity and permanent 
allegiance in marriage, and respect for the personality of each member of the 
family by sharing of self, time, and money on the part of each", the students 
say. 


Programmes of student discussion and pre-marital counselling services run 
by churches, YMCAs and YWCAs are advocated as an approach to the problem. 
EPS, Geneva 
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United Presbyterians Act Swiftly Against Discrimination 


(Indianapolis) - Sixty delegates to the general assembly of the United Presby- 
terian Church in the USA vacated rooms they were occupying on May 20 in a private 
Indianapolis club which had excluded a negro delegate. 


Officers of the assembly cited a standing rule against race discrimination 
in rooms or restaurants of the city where meetings are held. 


The excluded delegate, who was told by the club that his reservation could 
not be confirmed, was the Rev. Dr. Jesse Barber, assistant secretary of the 
division of evangelism of the church's Board of National Missions. 


The church elected the Rev. Dr. Arthur L. Miller, pastor of the Montview 
Boulevard Presbyterian Church in Denver, Colorado, as its new moderator. 
EPS, Geneva 


Dutch Reformed Favour United Indigenous Church 


( Johannesburg) - The northern and southern synods of the Dutch Reformed Churehicun 
the Transvaal have decided to promote the establishment of a single Bantu Reformed 
Church for the whole of South Africa. 


Several Dutch Reformed "mission churches" now exist as a result of the 
mission work of the mother churches. 


The Northern Synod said it was "deeply under the impression of the division 
in the church as the body of Christ, and aware of the fact that the witness of 
the church in heathendom is weakened by this division". The synod's Commission 
for Ecumenical Affairs was asked to "negotiate with the churches concerned". 


The Southern Synod noted the growth of the mission church and requested its 
missionaries "to propagate the ideal of an independent indigenous church with 
greater vigour". Another resolution stated that the church should "give serious 
attention to the necessity of more and stronger radio services for non=-whites". 


Both synods studied the position of missionaries in the mother church and 
the mission church and discussed the possibility of regarding missionaries as 
ambassadors of the mother church, serving the mission church "in an advisory 
capacity only". EPS, Geneva 


rf 


Italian Methodists Move Toward Autonomy 


(Rome) - The Methodist Church in Italy has asked to become an autonomous church 
in 1961, the centenary year of Methodist activity in Italy. 


The request was made by the Methodist Synod, meeting in Rome, May 6 - 10, 
’ (he church is at present an overseas district of the British Methodist Conference. 
In its present form it is the product of a union between churches formed through 
British and American missionary activity. The union took place in 1946. 


The synod pledged increased financial support from local churches so as to 
back the request for autonomy. 
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The Methodist Church in Italy has a membership of over 4,000 and a total 
community of over 8,000. 


Existing close local cooperation with the Waldensian Church was approved 
and strengthened by decision of the synod. A Waldensian delegation, led by the 
church's moderator, Dr. Ermanno Rostan, attended the sessions. EPS, Geneva 


Riga's Lutheran Cathedral Taken Over by State 


(Geneva) - Reports received by the Lutheran World Federation say that the Lutheran 
Cathedral of St. Mary in Riga, Latvia, has been taken over by the Soviet authori- 
ties and turned into a "historical monument" under the National Trust. 


The Cathedral, which houses one of the world's largest organs, has been 
threatened with being taken over by the state several times in the last five 
years unless the organ was put in order. Funds were raised and the work was 
carried out, but it is now contended that the taking over of the church was to 
enable lovers of music who would not normally enter a church to hear the organ. 


Under the National Trust church services are permitted only in connection 
with national occasions. Reports say that an organ recital by an atheist 
musician was the only-event on Pentecost Sunday, May 17. 


ake igs 


previously been used for choral services on Sundays and for 
rN es attended by between fifty and a hundred people. The 
Cathedral seats about 3,000. EPS, Geneva 


The organ had. 


British Churches Pledge Massive Support for Refugee Year 


(London) - British churches, acting through Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service 
of the British Council of Churches, will raise £500,000 ($1,500,000) - one quarter 
of Britain's target - for World Refugee Year, opening on June l. 


The annual Christian Aid Week held by the churches in May each year will be 
a climax to Britain's Refugee Year effort in 1960. 


Projects chosen for support over the normal figure of «200,000 ($560,000) 
usually sought by the churches include a £50,000 vocational training centre for 
Chinese refugees in Hong Kong, the emigration of as many Buropean refugees as 
possible from China up to a cost of 450,000, the care of sick and aged refugees 
in Europe who cannot migrate and intensification of all normal programmes in 
areas where there are refugees. 


Inter-church aid in Britain works through the World Council of Churches in 
planning and carrying out its projects. EPS, Geneva 


‘Tension Grows in Kerala over Schools Bill 


(Bombay) - Political leaders in India have spoken about the crisis looming in 

the Communist state of Kerala, India, following the decision of Roman Catholic 
and Nair community leaders not to re-open their schools after the summer vacation 
in protest against state plans for control of schools. 
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Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru has emphasized that his Congress Party is 


not offering organized opposition to implementation of the Kerala government's 


education act, but he said that the Congress Party would not condemn individual | 
action taken by any of its members who are involved in decisions to close par- 
ticular schools. 


The leader of the Indian socialist party, Jayapralsh Narain, who recently 
visited Kerala, said he had advised the government there to withdraw the bill a iso 
necessary, to avoid communal strife. The Kerala finance minister, 
Chelat Achuta Menon, has been placed in control of the Home Affairs Ministry, 
which is responsible for maintaining public order, (See also EPS Nos. 1, 17 & 19) 

EPS, Geneva 


Brooks Hays Calls Baptists to Face Race Problem 


(Louisville, Kentucky) - In a speech to the Southern Baptist Convention just 
before retiring as president, former Arkansas Congressional representative Brooks 
Hays appealed to the convention to arrange a conference with two major negro 
Baptist conventions in the South, in an attempt to promote harmony between the 
races. 


His speech called for a meeting between the Southern Baptist Convention and 
two negro groups, the National Baptist Convention of America and the National 
Baptist Convention of the USA, Inc. The three conventions are the largest 
Protestant churches in the South. The Southern Baptists number over 9,200,000 
members and the other two churches a total of about 10,000,000. 


Mr. Hays was defeated last year in US congressional elections after taking 
a moderate stand over the racial troubles at Little Rock. EPS, Geneva 


Pope Names Preparatory Commission for Ecumenical Council 


(Rome) - A preparatory commission with twelve members, presided over by Cardinal 
Domenico Tardini, Vatican secretary of state, has been charged by the Pope with 
the preparation of the forthcoming ecumenical council of the Roman Catholic Church. 


The commission has been given the tasks of making contact with bishops all 
over the world to gather advice and suggestions, consulting legal authorities 
and experts in the Vatican, conferring with theologians and canon lawyers about 
subjects to be dealt with, and making recommendations about preparatory commissions 
and secretariats. 


In addition to Cardinal Tardini, members of the commission are: Monsignor 
Giuseppe Ferretto, assessor to the Consistorial Congregation; Father Acace Coussa, 
assessor to the Congregation of the Oriental Church; Monsignor Cesare Zerba, 
secretary to the Congregation of the Sacraments; Monsignor Pietro Palazzini, 
secretary to the Congregation of the Council; Father Arcade Larraona, secretary 
to the Congregation of the Religious; Monsignor Pietro Sigismondi, secretary to 
the Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith; Monsignor Enrico Dante, pro- 
secretary to the Congregation of Rites; Monsignor Antonio Samore, secretary for 
extraordinary ecclesiastical affairs; Monsignor Dino Staffa, secretary to the 
Congregation of Seminaries and Universities; Father Paul Philippe, 0.P., com- 
missioner to the Congregation of the Holy Office, and Monsignor Pericle Felici, 
auditor of the Holy Roman Rota. EPS, Geneva 
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Aid Sent to Flood Victims in Latin America 


(Geneva) — Aid for victims of torrential floods which swept through border areas 
of Argentina and Uruguay early this month is being provided through the World 
Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 


In a letter sent this week to its member churches, the organization said 
it has forwarded $5,000 to help rebuild homes for the neediest families in rer 
Sponse to a special appeal received from the Relief Committce of the Argentine 
Friends of the World Council. 


The flood, which was described as of “unprecedented magnitude" covered an 
estimated area of 1,000 miles north of the city of Buenos Aires and 500 miles 
from east to west along the borders of the Parana and Uruguay rivers. Severest 
damage was reported in the area of the junction of the two rivers at the River 
Plate. 


The Argentine organization reported that immediate aid was given to flood 
victims by churches in the areas in the form of food, medicines, shelter and 
money and that many are also taking up special collections to finance supplemen- 
tary aid. It added that “with a few exceptions major damage has not been done 
to church buildings". EPS, Geneva 


General de Gaulle Receives Pas.or Marc Boegner 


(Paris) - Pastor Marc Boegner, president of the French Protestant Federation, was 
received by President de Gaulle in the second week of May. 


Pastor Boegner put before the president the views of the churches on the 
proposal to introduce a law in France providing for alternatives to military 
service for conscicntious objectors. The Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches and churches in many parts of the world have favoured alternative 
Civilian service for objectors on religious grounds. French law at present 
does not allow alternative service. 


Other points raised in the interview included the need to improve film 
censorship because of the wave of pornographic films in France and the social 
problems caused by the granting of licences to private distillers of strong 
alcoholic spirits. 


Pastor Boegner asked the president to take Protestant views into account 
before any reform of private schools in France. He said Protestants favoured the 
right to run private schools of their ow, but wanted the principle of secular 
undenominational education to be maintained by the state in schools it supported. 
Pastor Boegner said that executives of the Protestant Federation favoured the 
idea of providing chaplains for non—denominational state schools (see also below). 


French Protestant Teachers Support Secular Schooling 


(Paris) - In a statement published in full in the Paris daily "Le Monde", the 
national committee of the French Protestant Teachers' Federation has strongly 
supported the maintenance of secular schools by the state. 


Opposing state subsidies to church schools, the Protestant educationists 
say that it is essential for French Protestantism and for religious liberty that 
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the principle of "lay" education in the schools should be continued. 


French Protestants are a minority group. They have few private schools 
and do not seck state aid. Roman Catholics in France are pressing for state 
assistance for their church schools. (See also page 6 and EPS No. 20) 

EPS, Geneva 


State Drops Action Against Niemdller 


(Frankfurt-am-Main) - The legal action launched by the West German Defence 
Minister against Dr. Martin Niemdller, president of the Church of Hesse-Nassau, 
has been dropped for lack of evidence. 


A statement issued by the chief prosecutor of the Hesse Court of Justice 
here said the case has been dropped because "there is no adequate cause to sus- 
pect Dr. Niemdller of any intention to ‘undermine the Constitution’ , and no proof 
that he intended to undermine the willingness of citizens to defend the security 
of the Federal Republic". 


The charges arose following press reports that Dr. Niemdller had defamed 
the German military forces in a speech made early this year by referring to the 
training of soldiers for specialised commands as "a finishing school for pro- 
fessional criminals". 


Pastor Niemdller had denied having made the statements and said he had re- 
ferred to the training of commando units in World War II, which were posted on 
all fronts for sabotage and work behind enemy lines. 


The statement issued by the chief prosecutor noted that Dr. Niemdller had 
not made statements which were "untrue or grossly distorted", and that "the 
general tenor of his speech showed no intention to be insulting". He said these 
facts "rendered null and void the charge of defamation of the armed forces". 


Dr. Niemdller is reported to have expressed regret when informed that the 
charges had been dropped. It was said he had hoped the suit would be a test 
case in deciding whether the State has the right to restrict conscicntious ob- 
jection to military service and freedom of speech - both of which are guaranteed 
by the constitution - when it believes its security is being jeopardized. (See 
EPS Nos. 5 & 18) BPS, Geneva 


Celebrations Mark 400th Anniversary of Reformed Church 


(Paris) - Celebrations marking the 400th anniversary of the founding of the 
Reformed Church of France were launched here this week on May 27 as more than 

100 representatives of Reformed and other churches in France and foreign countries 
stood in solemn session to repeat together the words of the church's Confession 
of Faith. 


The session marked the formal opening of the "jubilee" observance which will 
be highlighted by a series of addresses by prominent church leaders and the 
awarding of honorary degrees to 25 theologians and others from all parts of the 
world. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
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- speaking on "The Reformation and the World" to a session the following day, 
reminded his audience that "praise of the church is completely foreign to the 
spirit of the Reformation" and that "the people of God are not like other people 
and should not spend their time saying 'there's nobody quite like us". 


Dr Visser 't Hooft cited Calvin as having the genuine "ecumenical attitude" 
in his concem that church councils be "universal", Such concern is just as 
much needed now as then, he continued, for “in the light of what the Holy Spirit 
has been saying to the churches for scores of years, the doors today are open 
much wider'. He continued: "Today's public enemy number one is irresponsibility. 
This enemy cannot be overcome by vague lectures in morality, or by appeals to 
civic, national or humanitarian conscience. Modern man... must discover that 
the very meaning of life lies in answering the appeal addressed to him by God 
Himself. The message of the Reformation is contemporary, because it speaks 
to us powerfully about this fundamental responsibility of man before God." 


Preceding the opening session, the church representatives visited nearby 
Noyon for a ceremony commemorating the birth of John Calvin, in which the Mayor, 
in a welcoming speech, described Calvin as "the best citizen of his day because of 
his dedication both to God and to the needs of the society of his age". 


Speakers at the opening session included Dr. Pierre Bourguet, president of 
the National Council of the French Reformed Church, Dr. Jacques Courvoisier, 
rector of the University of Geneva and Pastor Gustave Vidal, president of the 
Council of the Church of the Auditoire, in which the session was held. 


At its conclusion a brief service of remembrance for the sacrifice of carly 
French Huguenots at the Massacre of St. Bartholomew's Eve was held in the cloister 
of the church. EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


A new book, “The High Tower of Service", telling the story of refugee relief 
throughout the world, has been written by Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, director of 
Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, and published by Odhams 
Press of London. The book provides graphic material as background for the 
celebration of World Refugee Year. 


* * 


Mr. BJ. Hartwell, a member of the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches, has been inducted as chairman of the Congregational Union of England 
and Wales for the year 1959-60. 
* * 


The confessing church "Brotherhoods" in Hesse and Nassau have issued a 
statement to "Christian soldiers and politicians" condemning the use of weapons 
whether "conventional" or atomic, The statement says, "The Gospel gives us no 
other choice. We will help each other to free ourselves of the spirit of fear, 
which tries to convince us that we are bound to kill others in order to live 
ourselves, and to save our liberty," 

* % 
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Professor P.J. Jans, of the Old Catholi¢ Seminary at Anersfoort, Netherlands, 
has been elected 01d Catholic Bishop of Deventer in succession to Bishop Engelbertus 
Lagerwey, who died recently (see EPS No. ie a! Professor Jans is a member of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


* * 


For the first time a Directory of Protestant Medical Missions has been com— 
piled, giving statistics and information about hospitals, clinics and personnel 
of 213 Protestant missionary agencies. The work has been prepared by Arthur W. 
March and Dr. Frank W. Price of the Missionary Research Library in New Yorkin.» 
cooperation with representatives of the Division of Foreign Missions of the 
National Council of Churches in the USA. 


a2) Alina 


A study of the world refugee problem today, published to commemorate World 
Refugee Year, has beon published by the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace. The book, "Strangers and Afraid", has been written by Dr. Elfan Rees, 
representative in Europe of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs and advisor on refugee affairs to the World Council of Churches. 


* * 


The Central Africa Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church, attended by 56 dele- 
gates from 30 congregations in Kenya and the Fedcration of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 
has instructed its executive committee to consider affiliation with the Christian 
Conference of Southern Rhodesia and the Christian Council of Northern Rhodesia. 


rie hs 


The funeral service of John Foster Dulles in Washington's national cathedral 
on Wednesday, May 27, was conducted by Dr. Roswell Barnes, minister of the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA and executive secretary of the World Council of Churches 
in the United States. 


* * 


The General Council of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, meeting in 
Indianapolis, approved two pilot projects by presbyteries in using newspaper 
advertisements to reach outsidors. If the projects are successful and the church 
adopts a nation-wide policy it will be the first major Protestant church in 


America to use the method. 
x % 


Well-known religion editor of the New York Times, George Dugan, has won the 


annual James°0. Supple Memorial Award for outstanding reporting of religion in 
the secular press in the USA. The award is made by the Religious Newswriters 


Association. 
* * 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran World Federation, will 
represent the federation at the consecration of Sigurbjoern Linarsson as bishop 


- of the Lutheran Church of Iceland in Reykjavik on June 21. Dr. Fry is also 


chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


* * 


Following a visit by Patriarch German of the Serbian Orthodox Church to the 
ancient Patriarchates of the Near East, the Patriarchs called on have been in- 
vited to visit Yugoslavia to "strengthen unity between Orthodox churches and 
deepen friendship among nations". (See also EPS No, 20) EPS, Geneva 
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A Special Report 


East Asian Christians Chart Practical Cooperation 


(Kuala Lumpur, Malaya) - Closing sessions of the first full assembly of the East 
Asia Christian Conference, May 14 - 24, voted plans and budget for unprecedented 


cooperative action in evangelization, lay training, theological study and inter- 
national affairs. 


In a closing message to its member churches and councils the conference, 
attended by more than 180 participants from 48 church organizations in 14 nations, 
underlined the vigour of small Asian churches in difficult situations, and said 
that "most of the churches in Asia are now sending out missionaries to other 
lands as well as receiving them". 


Drawing attention to the role of workers, traders and "even refugees" in 
making a spontaneous Christian witness, the message said "the Asian churches are 
learning to live in this pattern of common sharing and we believe that our meeting 
here will strengthen these bonds and open up new ways of mutual helpfulness". 


On the subject of religious liberty the message noted that “in most parts 
of East Asia there is religious freedom" but that "there are large areas in which 
this freedom is severely curtailed. We affirm the right of every adult person 
to profess and propagate his faith and his right to change his religious affil- 
iation," the delegates continued. "Where this is denied all other freedoms 
are insecure." 


A strong emphasis on the task of the laity, which ran through the whole 
meeting, comes out in a section of the conference message which says that "every 
Christian must recognize that his primary service to God is the daily work he 
does in the secular world". Christians are urged on this basis to enter into 
Asian life, “into politics, into social and national service, into the world of 
art and culture". 


The local congregation is encouraged to "be chiefly concerned not with itself, 
but with the world". 


"Our churches are in many cases small and weak", the conference declares, 
"too dependent on the support of older churches, too much imprisoned in tradition- 
al forms. But the Holy Spirit is mighty, able to open new paths and to create 
new things." 


The stress on lay men and women is also brought out by recommendations on the 
witness of the laity approved by the meeting. "The very life of the Church in 
East Asia depends very largely upon the strength of the witness of the laity" 
according to a committee on this subject, which said "the laity should not be the 
frozen capital of the institutional church". 


Work with and for lay people endorsed by the delegates for the period up to 

1963 provides for regional lay training institutes in various East Asian countries 
on a mobile basis. They will deal with ethical standards in professional and 
social life, the lay task in industry and the cities, lay responsibility in rural 
life, ethics of mass communication and medical work. A committee to plan the 
programme has been advised to publish a quarterly bulletin and to extend its 

work by contact with theological colleges, schools and Bible schools. An attempt 
will be made to set up Bast Asian professional fellowships and associations. 


oie 
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Special subcommittees are planned to deal with industry, rural life and 
medical work. In cooperation with the United Church of Christ in Japan an East 
Asia Rural Leadership Training Course will be sponsored for ten Asian students 
annually at Tsurukawa, outside Tokyo. Cooperative medical work is to be furthered 
by publication of a journal and by exchange of medical personnel, A full or part 
time secretary for medical work is suggested. The conference heard a recommenda— 
tion that it should “affirm the urgent necessity of family planning in the East 
ASian countries, and the necessity of disseminating knowledge of the right methods 
of family planning, especially among the poorer people". 


In the field of mass communications the churches and national Christian 
Councils are urged to train workers for the mass media, to sponsor a "Guild of 
Christian Mass Communications" and to provide spiritual guidance for workers in 
the industries concerned — radio, television, film and publishing. 


Another decision is to replace the present East Asia Home and Family Life 
Committee of the International Missionary Council by a committee on The Coopera- 
tion of Men and Women in Home, Church and Society. The new committee would 
study the man-woman relationship in Asian society and the role of the Church in 
home and family life as well as the place and status of women in the churches 
and society. It would work with women's organizations in the churches and pub- 
lish a magazine. 


A Committee on International Affairs has been set up to work with the Com- 
Mission of the Churches on International Affairs and form national commissions ~ 
in the area and to watch over questions of religious liberty. 


A further committee, on Religion and Society, will work closely with the 
World Council of Churches in its study of Rapid Social Change, with special 
reference to the WCC's asian Assembly in 1961. It will cooperate in four pro- 
posed WCC consultations to study relations with Hinduism, Buddhism, East Asian 
Islam and the Chinese religions of the area, all probably to be held in late 
1960. 


A committee on the Life, Message and Unity of the Church will deal with 
Christian division, Faith and Order questions, means of witnessing to the visible 
unity of the Church, the effective use of the Bible and problems of recruitment 
and training for the ministry. 


A closing meeting, held in the style of a Kirchentag, packed a huge Kuala 
Lumpur stadium with Christians of many national backgrounds. Dr. D.T. Niles of 
Ceylon, EACC general secretary, was the main speaker. 


The conference, which was also attended by western observers and by represen- 
tatives of the International Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches, 
also sent a méssage to the Christian churches in Africa expressing a desire for 
closer fellowship with African Christians and expressing good wishes toward the 
organizers of an All-Africa Christian Council now being formed as a result of 
“last year's first All-Africa Christian Conference at Ibadan, Nigeria. 


The Kuala Lumpur meeting was attended by Sister Marie-Madeleine Handy of 
the Cameroons, the Rev. Manasses Kuria of Kenya and Sir Francis Ibiam of Nigeria, 
who is chairman of the All-Africa Christian Conference Continuation Committee. 

A full session was devoted to African delegates' addresses on the churches and 
Christian cooperation in Africa. (See also EPS, Nos. 18 & 20) EPS, Geneva 
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Geneva Celebrates Calvin Jubilee 


(Geneva) - lore than five thousand Geneva citizens gathered in late spring rain 
under the imposing statues of Calvin, Farel, Beza and Knox at the Reformation 
Monument on the morning of Sunday, hay 31. They were joined by Reformed rep- 
resentatives from twenty countries to celebrate the fourth centenary of John 
Calvin's educational and theological work. 


A half hour service of worship marked the opening of three days of celebra- 
tions coinciding with the 450th anniversary of the birth of the great Reformer, 
who lived and worked in Geneva for more than 25 years. 


The Geneva commemoration is being repeated in many different forms simulta- 
neously in countries all over the world. Liember churches of the World Pres~ 
byterian Alliance include more than 45,000,000 Christians - the fourth largest 
international "confessional" family. 


After the service, led by Pastor A. WWerner, moderator of Geneva's "Pastors! 
Company", and addressed by representatives of the city of Geneva and the French 
Reformed Church, the worshippers marched in procession to the city's exhibition 
building, decorated for the occasion with brilliant red and gold banners bearing 
the arms of the Canton of Geneva. The Protestants of the city joined in a picnic 
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lunch and during the afternoon were able to watch the first public Swiss showings 
of "Soli deo Gloria’, a film on the Geneva Reformation and its world outreach, 
made by well-known French director Roger Leenhardt. 


In the evening another great crowd assembled at the Reformation Monument for 
the inaugural performance of the first Festival of Sound and Light ever to be held 
in Switzerland. The spectacle, which is scheduled to be repeated every fine night 
during the summer, casts the immense figures of the reformers into relief by a 
varied play of lights, accompanied by recorded voices and music telling the story 
of the Reformation. The text by Henri Laudenbach is accompanied by original 
music of the Geneva composer Roger Vuataz. French film star Pierre Fresnay 
speaks the part of Calvin. 


The Gothic Calvin auditorium, where the reformer preached and taught, was 
re-dedicated by the World Presbyterian Alliance on the morning of June 1. The 
building, next to the Cathedral of St. Pierre, has been restored as the result 
of a world-wide appeal for $160,000. A message from President Eisenhower, who 
is a Presbyterian, was read by the Rev. Harrison Ray Anderson of Chicago, presi- 
dent of the world committee for the restoration of the building. A window in 
stained glass, designed by Eric de Saussure, a Swiss artist and member of the 
Reformed men's resident community of Taizé in France, will be presented to the 
auditorium by the University of Geneva. 


Other events in Geneva included a public meeting addressed by Dr. Marcel 
Pradervand, general secretary of the World Presbyterian Alliance and a visit of 
church representatives to the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches 
at Bossey, near Geneva. Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, welcoming 
the delegates at Bossey, reminded them that “the Reformed churches have a tremen- 
dous ecumenical responsibility because of their great heritage". He said he 
"could only wish at this moment that the Reformed churches were absolutely ready 
to follow Calvin and open themselves to discussions with other churches — always 
holding to their centre, which is Christ." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said he was "not surprised" that the Church of Scotland 
had rejected closer tnity with the Anglican churches (see EPS page ), because 
the move was "not sufficiently well planned on the local parish level". 


He added that theologians are often in advance of what is accepted in the 
parishes and that, in this case, the theologians who made the proposals "spoke 
a language not understood" by the laity. He noted that "this is a warning to 
all of us". 


Paris Celebrations Close with Synod Statements 


The 400th anniversary synod of the French Reformed Church followed up its 
ceremonial opening with statements on aid for victims of the Algerian war and on 
Communism. 


The synod strongly endorsed a joint appeal issued by Pastor Marc Boegner and 
Cardinal Feltin of Paris. (See EPS page ) The appeal asked for more humane 
treathent of Algerians moved into “re-grouping settlements" by the French govern- 
ment as a means of combating terrorism, Parishes in France were asked by the 
synod to have the appeal read from pulpits. 


Requesting the French Government to "launch a vast movenent of assistance", 
the delegates of the churches also called on "youth and church members to consider 


seriously whether they should undertake to serve in Algeria as missionaries, 
teachers, doctors and social workers". 


A statement on Communism issued by the synod after discussions led. by 
Professor Pierre Burgelin of Paris, rejected "all doctrines like Marxism, which 
proclaim that for man, man is the supreme being, and are based on human power 
alone as the means of building a society and giving direction to history". At 
the same time the synod warned against church slackness, complacency and acceptance 
of vested interests. "The Church has tolerated social injustice and encouraged 
resignation when it was time to act", the statement went on. 


Messages were sent to the jubileee synod by the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
by Princess Wilhelmina of the Netherlands. HPS, Geneva 


. Anglican and DRC Leaders Hold Cordial Talks 


(Capetown) - Private conversations between leaders of the Dutch Reformed Churches 
in South Africa and leaders of the Anglican Church have led to a statement by 
Anglican Archbishop Joost de Blank of Capetown hoping for "a new era of mutual 
consultation and respect". The archbishop said he prayed the talks would "lead, 
through clearer understanding, to corporate action in matters of comion concern". 


The archbishop's statement came at about’ the seme time as a decision of the 
Dutch Reformed churches to enter into a multi-racial council of churches, with 
representation from Afrikaans, English and indigenous African church bodies in 
southern Africa. 


Aims for the council will be consultation, attempts to remove misunderstand- 
ing, a quest for a Christian front against non-Christian forces and search for 
an"honest Christian answer" to the problems of Africa's multi-racial societies. 


It has also been announced that from now on the various synods of the Dutch 
Reformed Church (Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk) in southern and central Africa 
will form a single church from Kenya to the Cape of Good Hope. 


Commenting, the Capetown correspondent of the English daily "Manchester 
Guardian" said that "all these developments are welcomed by responsible opinion 
in South Africa, where for some time past there has been a feeling that the only 
hope of arresting the present rapid deterioration of race relations lies through 
action by the churches". EPS, Geneva 


Catholic-Protestant Study Plans Dropped 


(Madrid) ~ Plans for a three-day Roman Catholic-Protestant study conference to 
have been held in Spain last week were dropped at the order of Vatican authorities. 
The programme included discussion of Catholic—Protestant relations. 


Announcement that the scheduled mecting would not take place came in the 
form of a statement issued by the Spanish Ministry of Information and based on 
a ruling made by the Sacred Congregation of the Holy Office in Rome. 


Observers here are reported to have indicated that the ban will cause " con— 
siderable surprise" in "more forward looking" Spanish Catholic circles which have 
been impressed by "the conciliatory and tolerant" attitude of Pope John XXIII. 
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Prior to the announcement, "Signo", Catholic Action periodical, had expressed 
evident approval at the plans and said "we hope much from this meeting". 


The announcement said the decision had been communicated to Dom Aurelio 
Escarre, Abbot of the celebrated Benedictine monastery in Catalonia where the 
conference was to have been held. Abbot Escarre is generally recognized as 
one of the strongest supporters of greater autonomy for Catalonia. le recently 
gained national prominence for his stand against the Civil Governor of the pro- 
vince in support of the Catholic Boy Scout movement, insisting on its independence 
from the corresponding Falange~run movement. 


Numerous foreign clergy and Sean were to attend the necting including 
Dr. Karl Barth, internationally fanous Swiss theologian. HPS, Geneva 


Church of Scotland Rejects Bishops 


(Edinburgh) - The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, by a vote of 300 

to 266, last week rejected proposals for acceptance of "bishops in presbytery". 
The suggestion had been made in a joint report issued by a commission of Anglican 
and Presbyterian church representatives in England and Scotland in May, 1957. 


The assembly said that "the proposals in the joint report are unacceptable 
in that they imply a denial of the catholicity of the Church of Scotland and of 
the validity and regularity of its ministry within the Church Catholic". 


Dr. A.C. Craig, convenor of the Assembly's Inter-church Relations Committee, 
which had recommended keeping the door open for future conversations with the 
Anglican Church by saying the proposals were "unacceptable in their present form", 
resigned after the vote. "The Church of Scotland has today made a switch in 
policy", he told the Assembly, "and when such a switch is made the church needs 
a new man to take over." 


Dr. G.M. Dryburgh of Glasgow, who spoke against acceptance of the report 
said: “We must make it perfectly sure that these proposals never appear again in 
this or any other form". 


A presbyter of the Church of South India, the Rev. C. Selvamani said that in 
that church, which includes former presbyterians, the bishops were "not adminis— 
trators, not dictators, just chief pastors". . 


Aftor animated debate an overwhelming majority in the Assembly endorsed the 
report of its Central Africa Comittee, which strongly criticized British Govern- © 
ment policy in Central Africa and called for much greater participation of Africans 
in governing the Central african Federation. (See EPS Nos. 14 & 16) 


Dr. George MacLeod, convenor of the comiittee, defended the report on the 
ground that "for the time being someone must speak for the Africans battened down 
below the hatches as detainees". 


Brigadier Bernard Ferguson, who spoke against the report, said that it was 
one~sided and gave only the African point of view as seen by the missionaries. 


Following the debate, the Moderator of the Church of Scotland received a 
telegram from Mr. Kanyama Chiume, publicity secretary of the Nyasaland African 
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Congress and a member of the Nyasaland Legislative Council. The message said 
"The Assembly's approval of your committee's report on Nyasaland and Central 
Africa is a living symbol of the church's determination to preserve the tradition, 
respect and dignity of Africans as fellow human beings before God, Father of all 


mankind, irrespective of colour, as championed by Dr. Laws and fellow missionaries 
dead and living." 


In other action the assembly sent to its presbyteries for review a proposal 
to admit women to the ordained ministry, EPS, Geneva 


French Protestants and Roman Catholics Issue United Muslim Aid Appeal 


(Paris) - For the first time in their history French Roman Catholic and Protestant 
church leaders have issued a joint statement. 


The statement is in the form of an appeal for funds and workers to continue 
the work of their respective service organizations as "a symbol of evangelical 
peace" among the estimated 1,000,000 North African Muslims who have been moved 
out of their homes and into "re-grouping centres" asa result of the Algerian war, 


. The statement declares that "Algeria poses a number of problems... to which 
the Christian conscience cannot remain indifferent" and notes that the Muslins 
are dependent upon aid given by the churches not only for any improvement in 
living conditions but “for their daily bread". 


It appeals for funds and workers, particularly doctors and social workers, 
without whose services, it says, there will be “serious consequences for the 
entire Arab population", A release issued in connection with the statement points 
to "an alarming increase in infant mortality and malnutrition" among Muslims in 
the centres. 


The statement was signed by Dr. Marc Boegner, president of the French 
Protestant Federation and a former president of the World Council of Churches, 
and Cardinal Feltin, Archbishop of Paris. Service organizations of the two 
churches are Secours Catholique and CIMADE. 


In a separate statement, CIMADE says that the joint statement is "wholly 


within (its) tradition not only of serving people in distress, but also in giving 
witness to the unity of the Church of Christ in the world". EPS, Geneva 


Churches Aid in Crete Harthquake 


(Athens) - Emergency food and clothing supplies have been distributed to victins 
of earthquakes in Crete by Church World Service and the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid of the World Council of Churches. MThe series of three quakes which swept 
through the central part of the island on May 15 left an estimated 6,500 persons 
homeless in ninety villages and caused widespread damage to churches and other 

. buildings. 


On-the-spot surveys of the damage were made by the Metropolitan of Crete, 
Walter S. Kilpatrick, CWS representative in Athens, and his associate, M.E. 
Michaelides. Supplies distributed included 5,500 pounds of rice, 7,000 pounds 
of sugar plus more than 50 bales of clothing and shoes. In a report to the 
agencies Mr. Kilpatrick noted that church contributions had been "particularly 
timely, first because no other clothing supplies were available and second because 
we were able to provide food items of high nutritive value to people who have been 
_ living in energency circumstances for some tine ." EPS, Geneva 
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USA Presbyterians Issue Unity Appeal 


(Indianapolis) - The United Presbyterian Church in the USA has issued an appeal to 


nine denominations in the United States and Canada to join it in seeking organic 
unity. 


The proposal, in the form of a letter to the nine member bodies of the North 
American Area of the World Presbyterian Alliance, was approved by nearly 1,000 


delegates to the General Assembly of the United Church mecting in annual session 
here. 


The United Presbyterian Church, which with some 3,000,000 members is the lar- 
gest body of the ten-member Alliance area, was formed one year ago by the merger 
of the Presbyterian Church in the USA and the United Presbyterian Church of North 
America. The combined membership of the other nine members of the Alliance is 
nearly 3,500,000. 


The letter hails last year's merger as a great success, noting that "never 
before had the bringing together of two proud traditions in the stream of church 
history been accomplished with a more manifest unity of spirit". 


It expressed the hope that with the other nine bodics "we may present our 
witness to the reconciling love of God in Christ to the world with one voice in 
one Church", 


A first response to the appeal was reported from Dr. James E. Wagner, presi- 
dent of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, who said the unity proposal was 
"a cause for rejoicing", but warned that his denomination would have to consider 
the invitation "in the light of its deep involvement" with the United Church of 
Christ. (The E & R Church in 1957 merged with the Congregational Christian General 
Council to form the United Church of Christ.) 


In addition to the E.& R Church, the other bodies receiving the letter were 
the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Cum— 
berland Presbyterian Church in the USA, the Hungarian Reformed Church in Anerica, 
the Refored Church in Anerica, the Presbyterian Church in the US (Southern), the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada and the United Church of Canada. 


In other action the General Assembly expressed "Christian concern" that 
Communist China night soon be recognized by the Us governuent and aduitted to 
neribership in the United Nations. ; 


At the sane tine the Assembly called for "study and discussion" in order to 
develop "mutual understanding with this inportant section of the world". 


The resolution reads: "We would also express our Christian concern that the 
day May soon cone when our governnent, in concert with other free nations, nay 
enter with honour into normal relations with the government of the Chinese people." 


Dr. John Mackay, out-going president of Princeton Theological Seminary, in 
a later speech praised the resolution and said that by failing to recognize Red 
China the United States is turning its back on untold thousands of Christians in 
Red China, while at the sane tine by its recognition of Spain helping "to per- 
petuate the worst tyranny in years", 


He said Red China is one of the last great frontiers "not illuninated by the 
light of the Gospel", and asked, “How can we speak to China unless we recognize her? 
How can the Chinese people learn?" "They nay talk rough to us and we nay talk 
rough to then," he continued, "but at least we will be looking eye-to-eye." 

EPS, Geneva 
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US Lutheran Merger Group Approves "Confession of Faith". 


(Chicago) - Representatives of four US Lutheran bodies planning merger have given 
_ provisional approval to a doctrinal article described as a "Confession of Faith" 
' for the proposed new 3,000,000 member church. 


The statement, which underscores "the unity and wholeness" of the Church, 
is incorporated in the seventh draft of the constitution to be submitted for 
ratification to conventions of the uniting churches, the American Evangelical 
_ Lutheran Church, Augustana Lutheran Church, Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(Suomi Synod) and the United Lutheran Church in Ancrica. 


In another session the representatives heard a report that legal obstacles 
have elininated four out of six of the proposed names for the new church, leaving 
only two proposals for consideration. These are the Lutheran Church-United 
Synods and United Lutheran Church in America. 


' The constitution and by-laws for the new body, which will be the largest 
Lutheran church in the US, are expected to be ready to be submitted to the uniting 
churches for ratification in 1960. If these docuuents are approved by them, the 
new church's constituting convention is planned for 1961 and the denomination is 
Nel to begin functioning late in 1962 or early in 1963 (see also EPS, No. 39, 
1958 ° 


The text of the new Confession of Faith is on page ll. EPS, Geneva 


Refugee Aid Talks Urge Stepped-Up US Programmes 


(Washington, D.C.) - More than 160 persons active in refugee work ended a two- 
day Washington meeting with a strong appeal to the US government and people to 
do more to aid refugees around the world during World Refugee Year. 


The neeting was called by President Eisenhower to make recommendations on 
US participation in the UN-sponsored programe which begins in the USA on July l. 


A call for additional governnent assistance was interpreted by observers as 
reflecting the opinion of most conference participants that present Adninistration 
plans for the Year are inadequate. 


The United States government plans a five-point programme during the Year 
including an increase of $4,000,000 in aid to established refugee prograimes 
(now costing about $40,000,000 annually) and an increase of $10,000,000 to 
~ $20,000,000 for food distribution from the surplus agricultural commodity 
p. programe. The US Congress is also considering legislation which would make 
available to eligible refugees unused immigration quota openings up to a naxinun 
of 10,000 annually. 


Dean Francis B. Sayre, Jr., of Washington Cathedral (Protestant Episcopal) is 
‘chairman of the US Committee on Refugees, which has been set up to coordinate 
work of American voluntary agencies in the World Refugee Year. EPS, Geneva 
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Annual Lutheran-Orthodox Talks held in Finland 


(Helsinki) - A lutheran-Orthodox theological conference took place at the Finnish 
Church Training Institute in Jarvenpéa from May 23 - 28. It was organized jointly 
by the Finnish Ecumenical Council and the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, follow 


ing up a series of Lutheran-Orthodox encounters in Finland during the past five 
years. 


For the first time, the neeting was attended by Orthodox theologians fron 
Russia: Professor N. Uspensky from Leningrad and lecturer V. Talysin from Moscow 


Theological Acadenies, as well as by the Lutheran Archbishop J. Kiivit fron 
Estonia. 


The thene of the conference was "Catholicity (Sobornost) and the Unity of 
the Church", Speakers were Professor A. Nikolainen, Dean of Helsinki Theological 
Faculty; Professor Uspensky; Dr. Talysin; Professor H.H. Wolf and Dr. N. 
Nissiotis, of the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, Switzerland; and Mr. John Lawrence, 
editor of Fronticr', London. 


A statement issued after the neeting said that "the discussions were marked 
by a frank and brotherly spirit and proved to be a fruitful begirining for further 
contact and study". EPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


Korean Methodists have established 250 new congregations since 1953 and 
are seeking to organize another 250 within the next four years, according to 
church officials. Latest statistics show 47,000 nenbers and a constituency 
of 200,000 in the Korean Methodist Church. 


x 


The Southern Baptist Convention (US) has called on its executive committee 
to consider a meeting with Negro Baptist leaders to discuss mutual problems 
(see EPS No. 21). The call was made by decisive voice vote by some 11,800 
nessengers (delegates) meeting in annual session in Louisville, Kentucky. The 
two Negro groups with which discussions are asked are the National Baptist 
Convention, USA, Inc., with mor: than 4,600,000 members and the National Baptist 
Convention of America with 2,700,000. 


cee eka 


According to the latest survey of the Missionary Research Library, New York, 
there are at present 38,606 Protestant nissionaries at work in all countries. 
The figure is three tines the number in 1903 and nearly 50 per cent more than the 
figure for 1936. Of these, 25,058 come from North America, (USA and Canada) 
and the remaining 13,548 from the United Kingdom, Europe, Australia, New Zealand 
and the"younger churches". 


oi Py 


Main sessions of the Ecumenical Council called by Pope John XXIII will be 
televised, according to "L'Osservatore Della Domenica" the Vatican's weekly 
newspaper. It said that together with radio broadcasts and newsrcels, the tele- 
casts will provide Roman Catholics with a close-up view of the council's work, 


* * 
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News dispatches from New Delhi indicate that the government plans continued 
restrictions on the entry of missionaries into India. Ordinarily new nission- 
aries are not admitted into border and tribal areas and new institutions may not 
be opened without the express consent of the government. "01d" missionaries 
are permitted to return, but the government is urging that all posts should be 
assigned to qualified Indians as rapidly as possible, A reported 4,884 foreign 
missionaries were working in India in January 1958 as compared with 5,691 in 
January 1956. 


* * 


Miss Umeko Kagawa of Tokyo, Japan, has becn appointed secretary of World 
Youth Projects, a joint enterprise of the World Council of Churches and the 
World Council of Christian Education. Miss Kagawa will direct programmes in 24 
count ies involving some 40 projects, including sumer service work, youth centres, 
leadership training courses and publications. Miss Kagawa, who has been co- 
director of the Student Fellowship of Japan for the past two years, received her 
Bachelor of Divinity Degree from Yale Divinity School, New Haven, Conn, She 
will assume her new duties in New York on July 1. Miss Kagawa is a daughter of 
the well-known Christian leader Toyohiko Kagawa. 


reese 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
has been decorated by the French government as officer of the Legion of Honour. 
The award was bestowed by Pastor Marc Boegner during the meetings of the 400th 
jubilee synod of the French Reformed Church in Paris last week. Professor 
Jaques Courvoisier, rector of the University of Geneva, has received the same 


honour. % x 


Plans for the establishnent of a World Christian Council for Abstinence 
have been made by representatives of churches in Germany, England, Scandinavia, 
Holland and Switzerland meeting at Hamburg, Germany. A prelininary announcement 
said the Council will study the problems of alcoholism and seek "to enlighten 
the public" about them, hold regional conferences and publish literature. It 
said the Council will also seek contacts with international Christian organizations 
and with national and international abstinence groups, with a view to close co- 
Operation and possible membership. 


* * 


Sone 2,000 Protestant and Roman Catholic church representatives and musicians 
attended the first German Conference on Church Music held in Berlin recently. 
They heard addresses on the functions of the church-musician, choral notets and 
concerts, the Gregorian chant as a contemporary art form, new developments in 


electronic music and modern jazz. 
x * 


The docunentary film “Bridges of Friendship", produced by the Moscow Patriarch- 
ate of the Russian Orthodox Church has been shown in Berlin. The film depicts 
the visit to Russia in January of delegates of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
and also shows scenes of church life in the Soviet Union. 


ceca 


A special four-hour service coimenorating its 250th anniversary was held on 
May 24 at the Lutheran Church of Jesus at Teschen, Poland. More than 10,000 
persons from Austria, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Sweden and Czechoslovakia attended the 
service, which was conducted by Bishop Wantula of the Lutheran Church of Poland: 
BPS, Geneva 
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Documents 


A Message from the First Assembly of the East Asia Christian Conference (May 
14—24, Kuala Lumpur, Malaya). Addressed to the Member C Churches ar and Councils 


By God's Grace we have been able to meet together as your representatives in 
the first assembly of the East Asia Christian Conference representing 48 churches 
and councils in 14 nations, we Have spent ten days together planning and praying 
for our future work together, God, who brought us together here, has given us 
new confidence and joy in our common witness, and we would like to share these 
gifts with you. 


There is much evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit in our churches. In 
areas of extreme difficulty and danger the Church is growing. New ways of evan- 
gelism are being pioneered. Most of the churches in Asia are now sending out 
missionaries to other lands as well as receiving them, and helping one another 
with many kinds of service, as well as receiving manifold help from churches in 
other parts of the world. The Gospel is being carried out not only by organized 
missions, but also by the spontaneous witness of Christians going to other places 
as workers or traders, or even as refugees. We are beginning to see a new pattern 
of missionary work, in which there is no one-way traffic of giving and receiving, 
but all - even the very newest congregation - share in the task of witness accord— 
ing to the gifts which the Holy Spirit gives. Every church has gifts which others 
need, and every one needs what others can give, The Asian churches are learning 
to live in this pattern of common sharing, and we believe that our meeting here 
will strengthen these bonds and open up new ways of mutual helpfulness. 


We rejoice that in most parts of East Asia there is religious freedom. We 
recognize, however, that there are large areas in which this freedom is severely 
curtailed. We affirm the right of every adult person to profess and propagate 
his faith and his right to change his religious affiliation, as where this is 
denied all other freedoms are insecure. 


Our countries and peoples have changed beyond recognition in the past 25 
years. The achievement of national freedom, the drive towards a better standard 
of living for all, and the rebirth of the ancient religions, combine to create a 
new and revolutionary situation for the ordinary man. Old patterns of thought 
and life have been broken. Searching new questions are forced upon every man. 
What is man? For what has he been brought into this world? What can he rightly 
hope for, and how can he attain it? The only sufficient answer to these questions 


is in our Lord Jesus Christ, Himself the way, the truth and the life, But we, 


His ambassadors, cannot give that answer unless we stand where men stand, face 
their questions with them, and enter into real conversation with them. 


This means that Christian people must go into every part of the life of our 
peoples, into politics, into social and national service, into the world of art 
and culture, to work in real partnership with those who are not Christians, and 
to be witnesses for Christ in all these realns. It means that every Christian 


must recognize that his primary service to God is the daily work he does in the 


secular world. It means that we must give our minds to the task of understanding 
what God is doing in this world, so that Christians engaged in these secular 

tasks may have guidance and help in the decisions they have to make, and so that 
the churches may be ready, when necessary, to speak a prophetic word of warning or 
encouragement to those in authority and to the peoples. 


‘ * Si 
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It means also that each congregation must know that it is put into the world 
by the Lord as His representative, and that it must therefore be chiefly concerned 
not with itself, but with the world, concerned to send its members out as witnesses, 
and to invite all men into the family of God. Its minister should be one who is 
Seeking to train every member for this ministry in the world. Its worship should 
be such that those around are drawn through it to the worship of the true God as 
their Father. Its forms of organization should be such that every member can be, 
and know himself to be, an active member in the Body of Christ. 


We have met during the season of Pentecost, We have been constantly reminded 
that the same Holy Spirit whose mighty works are recorded in the New Testament, is 
also with us today in undiminished power. Our churches are in many cases small 
and weak, too dependent on the support of older churches, too much imprisoned in 
traditional forms. But the Holy Spirit is mighty, able to open new paths and to 
create new things, able to call the things that are not as though they were. Our 
meeting together here has given us a new assurance of His sufficiency. We, the 
churches of Asia, have been called to be witnesses together for Christ; He, the 
Holy Spirit Himself, is the supreme witness, and His witness is eraetee than ours. 
Let us then accept anew for ourselves Christ's promises: Ye shall be my witnesses 
eee unto the uttermost parts of the earth. EPS, Geneva 


Doctrinal Article tentatively accepted by 


ee 


section l. This church confesses Jesus Christ as Lord of the Church. The 
Holy Spirit creates and sustains the Church through the Gospel and thereby unites 
believers with their Lord and with one another in the fellowship of faith. 


Section 2. This church holds that the Gospel is the revelation of God's 
sovereign will and saving grace in Jesus Christ. In Him, the Word Incarnate, 
God imparts Himself to men. 


section 3. This church acknowledges the Holy Scriptures as the norm for the 
faith and life of the Church. The Holy Scriptures are the divinely inspired 
record of God's redemptive act in Christ, for which the 01d Testament prepared the 
way and which the New Testament proclaims. In the continuation of this proclan— 
ation in the Church, God still speaks through the Holy Scriptures and realizes 
His redemptive purpose generation after generation, 


Section 4. This church accepts the Apostles', the Nicene, and the Athanasian 
creeds as true declarations of the faith of the Church. 


Section 5. This church accepts the Unaltered Augsburg Confession and Luther's 
Small Catechism as true witnesses to the Gospel, and acknowledges as one with it in 
faith and doctrine all churches that likewise accept the teachings of these symbols. 


Section 6. This church accepts the other symbolical books of the evangelical 
Bithsran church, the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalkald Articles, 
Luther's Large Catechism, and the Formula of Concord as further valid interpreta~ 
tions of the confession of the Church. ; 


Section 7. This church affirms the Gospel transmitted by the Holy Scriptures, 
to which the creeds and confessions bear witness, is the true treasure of the Church, 
the substance of its proclamation, and the basis of its unity and continuity. The 
Holy Spirit uses the proclamation of the Gospel and the administration of the 
Sacraments to create and sustain Christian faith and fellowship, As this occurs, 
the Church fulfils its divine mission and purpose. EBS, Geneva 
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International Agencies Appeal for Refugee Year Support 


(Geneva) - A worldwide appeal to accept, as "the most serious moral obligation 
of this generation", the responsibility for helping the world's 45,000,000 


refugees has been issued here by the International Committee for World Refugee 
Year. 


Dr. Elfan Rees, internationally recognized authority on refugee problems, 
declared that "history has placed upon the men and women of this generation who 
themselves have been spared the ordeal of being uprooted and dispossessed, the 
binding responsibility to care for the world's homeless". 


Dr. Rees made the appeal as chairman of the International Committee, an 
association of 50 international voluntary agencies concerned with the refugee 
problem. He is the permanent representative in Kurope and Advisor for Refugee 
Affairs of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint 
agency of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


Dr. Rees announced that in support of the special United Nations sponsored 
year, tens of millions of worshippers of different faiths and creeds will pray 
for its success at religious services to be held during the week-end of June 26 
Lame 28. 
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Describing the proposed crusade as "one of the greatest single acts of 
united universal prayer in the history of mankind", he said prayers will be 
offered by the world's Protestants, Roman Catholics and Jews. He said it is 
also hoped that appeals for prayers will be made by the Dalai Lama to Buddhists 
and by the Aga Khan and the Ministers of the Interior in some nine different 
countries to the world's Muslims. 


Dr. Rees emphasized that the International Committee, which represents the 
greatest number of voluntary agencies ever to unite in a Single cause, is con- 
cerned with "all refugees - everywhere", particularly those who do not come under 
the UN High Commissioner's mandate, "since those who do, have at least some pro- 
tection", 


He describes the committee as "an expression of the social conscience of 
Civilized people" and said one of its basic aims will be to bring the plight 
of the refugee to the attention of the world community and help translate the 
feeling of “wanting to do something" into practical terms. 


He said the committee will seek to do this by sharing the firsthand know- 
ledge of its member organizations about refugess and aiding wherever possible in 
the establishment of national committees for the Year, He noted that less than 
half of the 59 nations who voted support for the Year have actually moved towards 
setting up programmes. 


Dr. Rees released up-to-date figures on the number of the world's refugees. 
There are in the world at the moment, he reported, about 45,000,000 refugees. 
This figure includes more than 27,500,000 in Asia, another 18,000,000 plus in 
Kurope and 10,000 in Africa. He said the figure represents as many people as 
inhabit all of France, or the German Federal Republic or the United Kingdom. 

EPS, Geneva 


US Churches Plan Year-Long Peace Programme 


(Seattle) - US churches will conduct a year-long programme of education and 
action for world peace beginning on July 1. 


The project will be undertaken by four commissions of the Department of 
International Affairs of the National Council of Churches in cooperation with 
the social action units of its 32 constituent denominations representing 38,000,000 
communicants in 144,000 local churches. 


Plms for the project were announced here at a session of the NCC's policy— 
making General Board by Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy, associate general secretary. Dr: 
Espy said the programme will be concerned with four subjects: power struggle and 
security in a nuclear age, overseas areas of rapid social change, changing dimen— 
sions of human rights, and international institutions and peaceful changes. 


He said special consideration will also be given to the message of the Fifth 
World Order Study Conference in November which included the controversial pro- 
posal that the US and UN recognize Red China. 


At another session Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, a former NCC president, noted 
that the proposal was "clearly not a policy statement of the council, but is rather 
designed to make the American people study the Far Eastern policy of our nation 
in the light of their Christian convictions", 
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Dr. Blake stressed that although the conference was sponsored by the Council's 
Department of International Affairs, "up to this point, the Council has made no 
such recommendations". Dr. Blake, who is stated clerk of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA, was NCC president from 1954 - 1957. BPS, Geneva 


1,000 Attend Church Rally in East Germany 


(Berlin) - More than 1,000 pastors and laity from 35 church districts in the 
Kurmark area in East Germany attended the recent six-day Kirchentag (Church Day) 
observances, it has been reported here. 


Church Superintendent Walther Braun, of Potsdam, in the main address, told 
his audience that a missionary church requires something more than freedom of 
worship. "Christians", he declared, "want freedom for the whole life of the 


Church. They want to cooperate as citizens with equal rights without detriment 
to their conscience," 


He added that while he "welcomed" the fact that conversations between State 
and Church "seem to be on the horizon, repeated representations to the state 
authorities by the Church have not yet succeeded in clearing certain questions". 


Bishop Johannes Jinicke of Magdeburg, preaching at a special service of 
worship, appealed to his congregation "to live, to praise and to suffer" as a 
Church of Christ. He said, “faith does not spring from human hearts and minds. 
it as 9a gift of the Holy Spirit." 


Bishop Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin-—Brandenburg, was unable to attend the 
Kurmark Kirchentag, it was learned, because authorities continue to refuse to grant 
him a visa for Eastern Germany. 


The annual Kurmark Kirchentag is one of the major church rallies held in 
East Germany. The major Kirchentag observance will be held from August 12 - 16 
at Munich with an anticipated attendance of several thousand laity and church 
leaders from around the world. EPS, Geneva 


Protestant Radio Programme Banned in Trieste 


(Geneva) - Authorities of the Italian Waldensian (Protestant) Church have been 
notified that the weekly Sunday morning radio programmes of Protestant worship 
broadcast from Trieste will no longer be permitted, it has been learned in 
Geneva. 


At the same time, the church has been told that the time of the broadcast of 
its weekly service of worship from Rome has been changed from 7.350 a.m. to 7.15 a.m. 


Dr Ermanno Rostan, moderator of the Waldensian Church, reported to World 
-Council of Churches officials, that "the reasons given were simply stated to be 
technical". 


He said the church had received no further explanation of the changes in 
response to letters asking for details. He said a request that the Rome broad- 
cast, if it must be changed, be scheduled later in the day, had also been refused. 

BPS, Geneva 
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Dr. de Blank Calls Conference on Racial Cooperation 


(Capetown) - Dr. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, and a leading 
opponent of apartheid, has called a private conference for August 1 in Capetowm 
to discuss the basis of cooperation between the races of South Africa. 


The invitation to attend the conference, sent by Dr. de Blank in the form 
of a circular letter to "selected individuals and organizations", reads in part: 


"My own conviction is strengthened by discussions I have had with a number 
of people of widely different standings in the last weeks, and I therefore be- 
lieve, given strong nerves, we can soon effect important changes in the political 
as well as the social spheres in this country." 


"Now is the time for the moral forces of the country to combine to bring a 
new policy of justice and cooperation to birth. I have ventured to take the 
responsibility for calling this conference upon myself because, apart from my 
commitment to the Christian faith and the Christian Church, I have no commitments 
to any political party, ideological organization or social group." 


Quotes from the letter published by"Die Burger) an Afrikaans and pro- 
government newspaper, under the headline "Dr. de Blank Now Wants to Start a New 
Party" were reported to have caused "a sensation" in religious and political 
circles. 


Anglican authorities immediately issued vigorous denials that Dr. de Blank 
intends to start a new political party. They were also said to be "greatly 
disturbed" that news of the conference had leaked to nationalist newspaper 
sources. 


Dr. de Blank, who was absent from the city at the time "Die Burger" printed 


the story, was expected to release further information about the meeting on his 
returm. BPS, Geneva 


Australian Church Leaders Protest Against New Guinea Court Decision 


(Sydney)-The sentence given a New Guinea farmer who was set free after being 
fined the equivalent of $420 for killing an indigenous employee, has been strong- 
ly criticized by Protestant leaders here. 


A statement by the interdenominational National Missionary Council, declared 
that Australia "is on trial before the world as the custodian and promoter of the 
destiny of the New Guinea people". 


Dr. Alan Walker, superintendent of the Sydney Yentral liethodist Mission, said 
that Christians are "deeply disturbed" over the sentence and warned that by fail-~ 
ing to control racial bias Australia is "sowing a harvest of bitterness and hatred 
in the years ahead". 


The Supreme Court Judge of the Australian territory of New Guinea who fined 
the farmer said that if he had jailed him, the prisoner would have been forced to 
serve the sentence in Australia and would automaticaily have been forbidden to 
re-enter New Guinea. 


The Missionary Council said it regarded these reasons as "dangerous" because 
they seem to imply “preferential treatment for a whive man simply because he is 
a white man". EPS, Geneva 
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German Youth Respond to Work Camp Appeal 


(Berlin) - Youth in both East and West Germany have responded in "surprising 
numbers" to an appeal to take part in work camp projects in countries occupied 
by Germany in World War II. 


The number is large enough to staff a total of four camps and additional 
applications are expected, the Synod of the Evangelical Church of Germany 
reports. However, it was indicated, there is little likelihood that youth from 
Bast Berlin or the East Zone will be permitted to take part. Fourteen youth 
from the East who had applied to work in the camps several nonths ago are still 
waiting to receive exit permits uzom the German Democratic Republic. 


Kreyssig, Synod president, in a message calling upon German youth to "contribute 
towards reconciliation, reconstruction and international understanding in coun- 
tries formerly occupied by Germany". 


One camp was reported already underway at Ouddorp, in the Netherlands where 
youth are building a convalescent and holiday home for Dutch workers! families. 
Church officials are also consulting government officials in Russia, Czecho- 
slovakia, Norway and Israel with a view to setting up camps in these countries. 


| 

: 

: The appeal for “Operation Atonement" was issued last year by Dr. Lothar 

| 

| 

HPS, Geneva 


(Indianapolis) -~ The United Presbyterian Church in the USA has condemned legis- 
lative "devices" which interfere with racial desegregation in the United States 
as being ‘as ungodly as they are unconstitutional". 


Tt warned that such "devices can tomorrow be directed against any legitimate 
cause, even religious liberty", and called upon its 3,000,000 members "not to 
support or tolerate assaults on the God-given and constitutionally guaranteed 
rights of all citizens with the mistaken belicf they are merely defending a racial 
arrangement they happen to prefer". 


American Presbyterians Denounce Segregation "Devices" 


The appeal was made in a report approved by 1,000 delegates at final sessions 
here of the Church's annual General Assembly. 
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In other action delegates endorsed birth control by married couples as a 
means of "voluntary family planning and responsible parenthood" and approved a 
report calling for the abolition of capital punishment, noting that the death 
penalty "has no observable effect on homicide rates". They also heard an 

| announcement that a 164 acre sitehas been acquired in Washington, D.C., for a 

; new National Presbyterian Church for the new denomination. The church was 
formed last year by the merger of the Presbyterian Church in the USA and the 
United Presbyterian Church of North America. EPS, Geneva 


CWS Sends Relief Supplies to Cuba 


: 

(New York) - A stepped-up relief programme in Cuba has been undertaken by Church 
World Service after an agency representative's eye-witness report that more than 
50,000 persons are living after the revolt in ruins with no food, clothing or 


) work. 
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The agency has announced it is sending one million multi-vitamins, 20,000 


lbs. of cottonseed oil, and clothing, and has also cabled $5,000 to aid the 
needy. 


A ten-day survey of conditions in the remote areas in North and South Oriente 
was made by the Rev. Frank L. Hutchinson, CWS Overseas Programme director. 


"We saw 1,400 refugees from one town, which had been deliberately burned 
by Batista forces, living in crumbling army barracks and shacks", he said. "No 
one had work, as cane cutting is over, and no relief supplies had been sent them." 
He added that even in Havana few people were aware of the gravity of the situation. 


"In the port of Gilbara", he said, "are 8,000 people who need everything - 
clothing and food especially". Similar conditions exist in towns throughout 
the areas visited, he reported. 


In addition to CWS aid, Mr. Hutchinson said, the Havana churches in the 
Cuban Evangelical Council have sent clothing and the Ministerial Association, 
denominational and local government leaders are doing what they can. 


Agency officials said that they also plan to send US government surplus 
powdered milk and corm meal, but that funds are urgently needed now to purchase 
and ship staple foods "as it will be several months before these supplies can get 
there". The agency had sent clothing to Cuba following the victory of Castro 
forces last January. Church World Service is the refugee relief wing of the 
National Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


East German Pastors Send Message to Geneva Delegation 


(Berlin) —- The Federation of Evangelical Pastors, formed in East Germany last 
year, has sent a request to the Kast Germany delegation to the Geneva Foreign 
Ministers' Conference urging them "to use ell your influence to prevent the 
concerns of the churches in our republic from being misused as the object of 
political interests, and to prevent misunderstanding". 


The association, which was formed without the cooperation of 
official church authorities (see EPS No. 8), is made up of about fifty pastors 
from parishes in East Germany. It has announced that its main task is-to deal 
with "questions of theological and political life affecting pastors in the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic". 


A speaker at a recent Association conference attended by some 100 pastors 
and their wives is reported to have described it as "the logic of history" that 
Communists and Christians should cooperate in joint action for the maintenance 
of peace. Other speakers were said to have expressed "approval of Socialism 
as a just and humane order of society". EPS, Geneva 


YMCA Sets Up Recreation Centre for Tibetan Refugees 


(Geneva) - The Indian YMCA has set up a recreational programme for 7,000 Tibetan 
refugees in a camp in Misamari, India, located 14 miles from a reception centre 
for refugees coming across the border, 


News of the new programme has been reported to the Geneva office of the 
World Alliance of YMCAs here by David Malaiperuman, National General Secretary 


—s 
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of the Indian YMCA. 


He said the programme was undertaken at the request of the Indian Government 
following conferences of "Y" officials with government and camp officials and 
with representatives of Protestant and Catholic relief organizations. 


The programme is housed in one of the camp huts and is at present being 
staffed by two members on loan from the YMCA staff in Calcutta. A third staff 
member, a physical education instructor, is scheduled to join the staff in the 
near future. Sports equipment, indoor games and a phonograph have also been 
sent to the centre by the Indian "Y", 


Mr. Malaiperuman, noted that while "there was no question that the Indian 
YMCA should not respond to the government appeal, it is a heavy unforeseen drain 
upon our resources", Agency officials here said that the sum of $500 had been 
sent to the Indian "Y" following “emergency consultatio " and appealed to national 
YuiCA movements to help support future expenses of the new programme. EPS, Geneva 


German Church Leaders Re-confirm Barmen Declaration 


(Wuppertal, Germany) - German church leaders meeting here have unanimously re-' 
confirmed as "just as significant today" a declaration made by their predecessors 
twenty-five years ago that there are "divinely defined limits" to the power of 

a totalitarian state. 


The occasion was a week-long Bible emphasis week marking the 25th anniver- 
Sary of the German Confessing Church Synod, which was concluded by the historic 
Barmen Theological Declaration containing the warning to totalitarian governments. 


Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin-Brandenburg, in a comparison of conditions 
now and at the time the declaration was framed, noted that "like the National 
Socialist (Nazi) state, the Communist state by its very nature cannot tolerate 
the fact that Christians take their criteria of right and wrong from the Gospels 
and not from state ideology". 


"Christians must always defend themselves with all their might when a state 
government lays down rules to govern what a man should belicve", he declared. 


Dr. Joachim Beckmann, president of the Church of the Rhineland, stressed that 
"the church must still oppose the state's propensity to increase its power every- 
where, not only on the other side of the Iron Curtain". 


Bible study during the week was devoted to the same theme studied at the 
first Synod meeting - "The Church Before the Judge", and was conducted by church 


leaders who had participated in the earlier mecting. 


A statement at the conclusion of the anniversary weck by the church congre- 


‘gation here which organized plans for the weck noted that it had been "no cele- 


bration of victory over our deeds, no extolling of our resistance (to the Nazi 
government) , no celebration of persons, but simply a testimony to God's great 
work for his people". EPS, Geneva 


@ 
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Hungarian Seminaries to Add "Study of Society" to Curricula 


(Budapest) - Courses in the "study of society" will be added to the curricula of 
the theological academies of the Hungarian Reformed Church in Budapest and 
Debreczen, according to an article in. the church paper "Reformatusok Lapja". 


It said that the courses will include study of "the fundamental laws of 
Marxist sociology" and questions. concerned with "the construction of socialism 
as it effects pastoral work". 


The article reported the decision to add the courses was made at a joint 
meeting of members of the governing boards of the two academies. It quoted 
Dean Czegledy of the Budapest academy to the effect that the new courses "will 
provide those who have responsibility for pastoral care with more knowledge of 
the social structure of the world in which their duties will be performed". 

EPS, Geneva 


Calvin's University Celebrates 400th Annivorsary 


(Geneva) - Church leaders have been prominent in celebrations to mark the four 
hundredth year of the University of Geneva of Geneva, founded by John Calvin. 


At a solemn service in Geneva's Cathedral of St. Picrre on June 3 Pastor 
Marc Boegner, president of the French Protestant Federation, preached on erati- 
tude. The service also marked the end of the preceding church celebrations 
(see EPS No. eo) Pastor Boegner said it was significant that after four hun- 
dred years the church and university could give thanks together. Both, he said, 
served the cause of truth. He called the congregation to translate its grati- 
tude into actions. 


Professor Jaques Courvoisier of the university's theological faculty, took 
a leading part in public events as rector for the jubilee year. At the award 
of 24 honorary doctorates recipients included four well-known church leaders 
from abroad; Professor Karl Barth of Basel, Professor Jean-Daniel Benoit of 
Strasbourg, Dean Liston Pope of the Divinity School of Yale, New Haven, USA, 
and Professor Thomas F. Torrance of Edinburgh. EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholic Authors Discuss US Protestant Relations 


(New York) - Three “outstanding Roman Catholic" authors discuss their view of 
contemporary Roman Catholic/Protestant relations in the United States in articles 
published in the June 8 issue of "Christianity and Crisis", an independent 
Protestant “Journal of Opinion". 


Dr. John C. Bennett, professor at Union Theological Seminary, New York, and 
a co-chairman of the journal, in an introduction notes that "Christianity and 
Crisis'"' has given "considerable attention for several years to the problems of 
Protestant/Catholic relations", but that most of the articles and editorials 
on the subject have been written by Protestants. 


'Tt now seems appropriate to have the views of Roman Catholics at first hand", 
he writes, and says that the authors "have written frankly about how Protestantism 
appears to them, about sources of tensions and about their exporience, as Catholics, 
of American institutions". 

The authors and their titles are: Gustave Weigel, S.J., “Inside American 
Roman Catholicism"; Thomas F. O'Dea, “The Ideologists and the Missing Dialogue" ; 
and William Clancy, "A Roman Catholic View of American Protestantism". EPS, Geneva 
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in Brief 


Karoly Olt, a member of the Hungarian Presidential Council, has been named 
director of the State Office for Church Affairs, according to a government 
announcement. He succeeds Janos Horvath who held the position for the past 
seven years and has been "transferred to another post". Mr.':01t,; 55; has, been 
a Communist Party member for 30 years. He was at one time Minister of Social 
Welfare and later Minister of Finance, an office held until the revolt of Oc- 
tober, 1956. He is also a former member of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party. 
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Six Australian Protestant clergymen propose to make a three-week visit to 
Russia and Communist China to make "an impartial investigation into the condition 
of the Christian Churches". The group will include two members each from the 
Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church and the Church of Christ in Australia. 


ks 


Dr. Charles T. Leber, general secretary of the United Presbyterian Commission 
on Ecumenical Mission and Relations, has been made a Knight of the Legion of 
Honour by President Charles de Gaulle of France for initiating exchange of 
fraternal religious workers between that country and the United States. 
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Billy Graham drew a total attendance estimated at 3,250,000 during his recent 
four=—month crusade in Australia and New Zealand, according to campaign officials. 
They said 142,000 persons made "decisions for Christ. 
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The complete Bible or portions of it has now been translated into 1,136 
tongues, according to the American Bible Society. However, there are still more 
than 1,000 languages and dialects into which the Bible has not been translated, 
it said. A report to the agency's 143rd annual meeting held recently in New 
York noted that in 1958, 16,629,486 copies of the Scriptures in 201 languages 
were distributed throughout the world. Of these 9,188,978 were complete Bibles. 

EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Central Committee Will: Meet August 19 ~ 27 in Greece 
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(Geneva) - Leading churchmen of the world's Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox 
traditions will convene August 19 — 27 on the Island of Rhodes, Greece, to review 
progress on their cooperative work and plan future programmes, 


The event will be the annval meeting of the policy-making 90-member Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches. It will be the first committee 
meeting held in a country in which the Eastern Orthodox Church is the predominant 
religious body. 


The nine-day session will be highlighted by the presentation of major papers 
including two on the topic "The Significance of the Eastern and Western Traditions 
Within Christendom", and by a series of reports dealing with current World Council 
concerns including religious liberty and areas of rapid social change. 


The committee will also review plans for the World Council's Third Assembly 
and is expected to give final approval to plans for a new $2,500,000 headquarters 


building in Geneva. 


It is anticipated that the meeting will have the largest attendance of 
leaders of the Orthodox Churches in its history. These are expected to include 
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representatives of the Patriarchates of Constantinople, Antioch, Alexandria, 
Jerusalem and the churches of Greece, Cyprus and Poland. (The Island of Rhodes 


is within the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople.) 


Also expected to attend as observers are members of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, The Russian Orthodox Church does not belong to the World Council. 
Observers are permitted to participate in meetings, but cannot vote. 


The committee is expected to consider detailed plans for its Third Assembly 
to be held in Asia in 1961 including reports of three preparatory commissions 
dealing with "unity", "witness" and "service". The Assembly theme will be "Jesus 
Christ —- the Light of the World", 


In other sessions the committee is also scheduled to hear an up~to-date 
report on progress towards the proposed integration of the World Council and 
the International Missionary Council; review the theological basis for member- 
ship in the World Council, and appeal to its 173 member churches to support the 
United Nations sponsored World Refugee Year (June 28, 1959 to June 30, 1960) . 


The committee will also hear reports on a study on "Religious Liberty" and 
on the International Conference on Rapid Social Change to be convened July 25 - 
August 2 at Salonica, Greece, by the WCC's Department on Church and Society. 


Speakers will include Dr. D.T. Niles, general secretary of the Hast Asia 
Christian Conference on "ATheolegy of Evangelism"; the Rev. E.H. Robertson, 
secretary of the United Bible Societies on "The Place and Use of the Bible in the 
Churches" and Dr. Edmund Schlink, professor of theology at the University of 
Heidelberg on "The Significance of the Eastern and Western Traditions Within 
Christendom". 


Central Committee meetings are held annually between World Council Assemblies 
in various countries at the invitation of the churches of those countries. The 
invitation to meet in Rhodes was extended by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Con- 
stantinople, the Church of Greece and the Royal Hellenic Government. The Central 
Committee met last year in Nyborg, Denmark. BPS, Geneva 


EMBARGO: for release on or after 
Sunday, June 28, 
World-Wide Prayer for World Refugee Year 


(Geneva) —- Prayers, intensified action and continuing charity on behalf of the 
world's estimated 45,000,000 refugees have been called for by the Presidents of 
the World Council of Churches. 


The appeal is contained in a special message issued to the WCC's 173 member 
churches of the Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox traditions in 52 countries in 
connection with the launching today (June 28) of the United Nations sponsored 
World Refugee Year. 


The call to prayer is part of a world-wide crusade in which members of 
different confessions and religiousfaiths around the world are uniting this week- 
end in what has been termed “one of the greatestuniversal acts of prayer in the 
history of mankind". 
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The World Council message terms the plight of the refugee "in our day and 
generation, our greatest human tragedy". 


"For more than a decade", it says, the refugee has been "a challenge to our 
confession and compassion and must be a first call on the ministry of those whose 
Lord 'had nowhere to lay his head", 


The message states that) the World Council welcomes the World Refugee Year 
programme because, "we have not... always been satisfied that the governments 
of the free world have been as constant in their concern for a problem which is 
not only one of human tragedy but, unremedied, is a continuing threat to peace 
and security". 


It expresses gratitude to the World Council's member churches whose support 
has enabled it to help care for refugees, but concludes, "The time has now come 
for our churches to act on this new initiative and we therefore call anew for 
your prayers, your intensified action and your continuing charity." 


(See page 9 for the complete text of the message.) EPS, Geneva 


Philippine Protestants Protest against Consecration to Sacred Heart 


(Manila) - A ceremony in which The Philippines were "reconsecrated" to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus by President Carlos P. Garcia has drawn a vigorous protest from 
the Philippine Federation of Christian Churches. 


Dr. Gumersindo Garcia, Sr., Federation president, in a letter sent to 
President Garcia on the eve of the ceremony declared that it "violates the prin- 
ciple of separation of Church and state which requires that our democratic 
government should treat all churches equally. Our government which you represent 
Should refrain from taking any official participation in any church activity 
whatsoever." 


The ceremony was the climax of the 60th anniversary celebration of the Feast 
of the Sacred Heart held in Manila early this month. 


In his letter Dr. Garcia stressed that "The Sacred Heart of Jesus celebration 
is an event which is peculiar to the Roman Catholic Church and one which non- 
Roman Catholics do not believe in. It is therefore not consistent with the 
democratic principle that they should be included in this consecration without 
their consent". 


He cited the example of the late President Manuel L. Quezon and other govern- 
ment members who in 1937 refused to have their names included in a list of parti- 
Cipants in the Eucharistic Congress because they believed it would be a violation 
of the principle of the separation of Church and state. He also noted that in 
1956 when the late President Ramon Magsaysay participated in a similar ceremony 


he was “gracious enough to make an announcement later on that instead of con= 


secrating the whole Philippines to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, he was only con- 
secrating the Roman Catholics". EPS, Geneva 
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Anglican, Reformed Churches in South Africa Seek Greater Cooperation 


(Capetown) - A six-point agreement aimed at promoting greater cooperation on 
mutual problems and aims has been reached by the Church of England in the Province 
of South Africa (Anglican) and the Dutch Reformed Church. 


The agreement states that the two churches "will seek to devise new ways 
and means of consultation at all levels and desire to encourage office-bearers 
and members of both churches to foster a spirit of good will". 


Further the churches recognize each other's “autonomy and responsibility to 
speak and act as they must" and agree "to inform each other of the reasons gov- 
erning their policy and activity and to do everything in their power to avoid 
ill-founded deductions detrimental to the interests of a particular church". 


The agreement stresses that the “churches disclaim political affiliation 
with any party or group and recognize the sincerity of each church to act in the 
light of God's Word and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit". 


The agreement was issued after private talks between representatives of the 
two churches. In a statement issued in connection with announcement of the 
agreement, Dr. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, said the talks 
had been conducted in "an atmosphere of frankness and goodwill. Neither church 
compromised its own principles or convictions, but each came to a better under- 
standing of the other." He said "the differences separating the churches have 
been neither ignored nor minimized, but I believe the meeting opens a new era of 
mutual consultation and respect..." 


Anglican church leaders participating in the talks were the Rt. Rev. Ambrose — 
Reeves, Bishop of Johannesburg; the Rt. Rev. B. Burnett, Bishop of Bloemfontein; 
the Rev. C.T. Wood, Archdeacon of Capetown; the Rev. E.L. King, Deacon of Cape— 
town and Canon A. Zulu. 


Representatives of the Dutch Reformed Churches were the Rev. Dr. A.J. van 
der Merwe, Moderator of the Cape Synod; the Rev. P.S.Z. Coetzee, Moderator of 
the Free State Synod; the Rev. A.M. Meiring, Moderator of the Transvaal General 
Synod; the Rev. C.B. Brink, lloderator of the Southern Transvaal Regional Synod3 
the Rev. H.J.C. Snyders, Moderator of the Natal Synod and the Rev. W.A. Landman, 
secretary of the Cape Synod. EPS, Geneva 


Funds Sought for Memorial Trust for Bishop Bell 


(London) - An appeal for funds to establish a trust in memory of the Right Rev. 
G.K.A. Bell, former Anglican Bishop of Chichester, England, and an Honorary 
President of the World Council of Churches, has been issued here. Goal of the 
appeal is «50,000 ($140,500). 


Funds gathered will be used "to commemorate, on an international scale, the 
causes which were particularly dear" to Bishop Bell during his life-time, it has 
been reported. These will include a programme to revive religious art and a 
plan to restore the Arundel Screen, "one of the finest examples of mediaeval stone 
workin England to its original position in Chichester Cathedral, from which it 
was removed more than one hundred years ago. 


Signatories of the appeal include the Archbishopsof Canterbury and York; the 
Bishop of Chichester; Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, formerly presiding Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of the USA; Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches and Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin. 

EPS, Geneva 


No. 24 — June 19th, 1959. 5 


Controversy Threatens Korean Christian Council 


(Seoul) - The existence of the 13-year-old National Christian Council of Korea is 
being threatened by a controversy between its two largest cooperating bodies, 
according to informed sources here. 


The controversy stems from a dispute between its two major Presbyterian 
bodies over which is the original Korean Presbyterian Church. Involved are a 
number of court cases over disputed property which have hinged on the question 
of which group is the true parent body. 


The two bodies are the Presbyterian Church in Korea which has about 75 
percent of all Presbyterians and the Presbyterian Church of the Republic of Korea, 
which with 15 per cent of the total is the second largest Presbyterian body in 
the country. Presbyterians represent half of the country's Christians and three 
a} of its Protestants. (The ROK body is linked with the United Church of 
Canada. 


Key issue in the controversy, which dates back to the end of the Korean War, 
is the demand by the General Assembly of the larger body that the ROK church give 
up its claim to being the original church and number its General Assembly meetings 
from 1953. Otherwise, the majority body says, it cannot continue membership in 
the National Christian Council alongside "a competitive group which claims to be 
is bs It is reported to be prepared to withdraw from the council if the ROK 
church does not give up its clain, 


Informed sources have indicated the dispute is the most serious in the 
council's history and that unless it is settled before its summer meetings the 
organization's future is "din". 


The third largest cooperating body in the council, the Holiness Church of 
Korea, has also threatened to withdraw if the majority Presbyterian group leaves 
the council. Also involved are United States missionary groups in Korea, be- 
cause the council grants them membership only as long as they are associated 
with a national church which is itself a member. EPS, Geneva 


New Spanish Language Publication for Latin America 


(Montevideo) - & first issue of a bulletin in Spanish on the problems of church 
and society has been published in Montevideo, Uruguay, by the Friends of the 
World Council of Churches in Latin America in cooperation with the council's 
Department on Church and Society in Geneva. 


The new publication, entitled "Iglesia y Sociedad en America Latina" is be- 
lieved to be the first ecumenical periodical dealing with social issues appear— 
ing in the Spanish language and directed to a Latin American reading public. 
According to a department spokesman, it will be published twice yearly and will 
carry articles dealing both with the concerns of the Church in Latin America and 


abroade 


Chairman of the editorial committee is Mr. Luis Odell, secretary of the 
Federation of Evangelical Churches of Uruguay. EPS, Geneva 
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French Physicists Seek Church Help in Answering Questions 


(Villemétrie, France) - A group of French physicists has asked the French Council 
of Churches to set up a commission to undertake "a systematic study of all the 


problems which the Church has to face owing to the development of scientific 
techniques". 


A letter sent to the council suggests that such a commission should be 
composed of scientists, theologians and politicians and that it should seck to 
inform the Church at large about its conclusions. 


The physicists suggested that basic questions to be studied by the commission 
should be: 


1. Is there a point at which scientific research oversteps the limits in- 
posed by God on man at the creation? 


2. Can technical progress be continued indefinitely without constituting a 
menace to the humanity of man? 


3. Is not atomic warfare a form of anarchy, rather than a means of main- 
taining order? 


The physicists also suggested that the Church should help its members engaged 
in scientific work to understand their Christian responsibilities and should give 
particular help to those who are concerned about whether they ought to participate 
in certain forms of scientific research. 


The letter. warned that the outbreak of nuclear war "which would be equiva- 
lent to general suicide might occur in a moment of collective or individual mad- 
ness or even as the result of an accident". 


Ought not the Church's opposition to atomic war, they asked, "take the form 
of exhortation to disobey the State in this matter"? 


The letter concludes, "In our opinion the Church of Christ should proclaim 
the message of peace entrusted to it, and should refuse to submit to any illusory 
political considerations." 


The group of physicists has been meeting periodically at the Protestant 


Study Centre at Villemétrie to discuss the questions raised in its letter to the 
council. EPS, Geneva 


Church Activity Now Grounds for Divorce in Fast Germany 


(Berlin) - An East German court has ruled that active participation in church 
life constitutes "strong grounds for divorce", 


In awarding a divorce in a recent case the court was reported to have said 
that "»rogressive-thinking people in our state of workers and farmers cannot 
be expected to remain tied to a marriage partner who leans more and more towards 
the Church". 


The case in point was said to involve a woman who had led "a good married life 
at first, but since 1946 leaned more and more towards the Church". Testinony 
was offered to the effect that she attended services on Sunday and also took 
part in other church activities "at least twice a week". By so doing the court 
said the defendant "created an estrangement between herself and her husband" 
which constitutes sufficient grounds for divorce. EPS, Geneva 
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Plan Approved for United Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa 


(Capetown) - A draft plan looking towards eventual union of the five Dutch 
Reformed churches of South Africa into a single church has been approved here. 


The plan will now be submitted to the governing bodies of the five churches 
for their consideration and action. The five bodies considering the merger are 
now members of the Federal Council of Churches which was organized following the 
formation of the Union of South Africa in 1910. Attempts to achieve closer 
union since then have been unsuccessful. 


The five churches were established indepently of one another as the result 
of a ruling by the Supreme Court of the Cape Colony nearly a century ago which 
excluded representatives of congregations outside the Colony from membership in 
the Cape Synod. 


The churches considering the merger in addition to the Cape Synod are the 
Reformed churches in the Transvaal, the Orange Free State, Natal and South-West 
Africa. 


If approved, the new church will have a membership of 1,200,000 persons in 
an area stretching from the Cape to Kenya. EPS, Geneva 


(Geneva) - A prominent French Protestant layman and politician has urged that the 
wealth of the industrialized nations of the world be "regularly devoted" to pro- 
viding aid for underdeveloped areas. 


The speaker was Professor André Philip, faculty member of the University of 
Paris and a former Cabinet Minister. He addressed a service of worship marking 
the 40th anniversary of the founding of the Intemational Labour Organization 
held under joint auspices of the World Council of Churches and the National 
Protestant Church of Geneva. 


Professor Philip urged that not only material aid, but technical assistance 
should be provided to underdeveloped countries by men who are well-informed about 
the country and “inspired with the desire to help its people become free men who 
can enter into the world-wide coimunity of mankind". 


He emphasized that Christians know that such freedom cannot be identified 
with any particular civilization and that "there will never be a society which 
can be described as 'Christian'. The Christian lives in freedom, not through 
freedom", he said. “He glorifies God alone. We must be his loyal instrunents 
by resisting evil and bringing a little more justice and freedom into the world." 


Dr. W.A&. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
conducted the service. The lessons werercad by Sir Guildhaume Myrddin-Evans, a 
member and former chairman of the governing body of ILO and Pastor Roger Campiche, 
vice-president of the association of Geneva pastors. 


The ILO, which is the oldest of the specialized agencies which form the 
"United Nations family", has headquarters in Geneva. EPS, Geneva 
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bast German Pastor and Fanily Forced From Home 


(Berlin) - The Council of the Evangelical Church of the Union has reported that an 
Kast German pastor end family have been turned out of their home in Hoyerswerde 

by local government authorities, in what it described as “apparently an attempt 

to hinder the important pastoral work of the church in the area", 


It said that the pastor, his wife, who is expecting a baby within a few 
weeks, and their young child, were literally turned out into the streets with all 
their furniture in "a manner contrary to the barest principles of humanity". 


The council reported that appeals to the “hunanity" of local authorities 
had been rejected with the remark that "it is no concern of ours". Protests to 
other state authorities, including the Secerctary of State for Church Affairs in 
Berlin, were not successful either, it said. 


Mennwhile, the pastor was reported to be living in the church, and his wife 
and child staying with the family of another pastor. EPS, Geneva 


Pia SeLor 


Bishop Martti Simojoki of Mikkeli has been appointed the first Lutheran 
Bishop of Helsinki. His new diocese, which has some 450,000 parishioners in 
the capital city and another 50,000 in the immediate surroundings, has been 
carved out of the Diocese of Tampere of the Church of Finland. It brings to 
eight the number of dioceses in the church, Bishop Sinojoki is chairman of 
the Finnish National Committee of the Lutheran World Federation, 


ro Ee 


An initial gift of $25,000 for establishment of a John Foster Dulles Library 
and Research Centre in the new headquarters building of the National Council of 
Churches has been announced in New York. The contribution in menory of the late 
Secretary of State was made by the law firm of Sullivan and Cromwell, of which 
Mr. Dulles was a member from 1911 to 1949. The library will be located in the 
Inter-Church Centre now under construction. It will house both NCC and denon— 
inational agency offices. 


* * 


The British Governnent has announced it will immediately introduce a bill 
to amend the Education Act of 1944 to increase state aid for the country's 
financially hard-pressed confessional schools. There are 29,145 primary and 
secondary schools in Britain, of which 8,210 are run by the Church of England 
(Anglican), and 1,964 by the Roman Catholic Church. Leaders of both churches 
had sought the increase. The bill to be introduced raises from 50 to 75 per 
cent government grants towards the cost of enlarging and modernizing existing 
schools. 


Ty ice 


Ordination of women to the ministry has been approved by the Synod of the 
Moravian Brethren Church meeting in Bad Boll, Germany. The Synod has also 
adopted revised church order which includes new liturgical forms for baptism, con- 
firuation, funerals, the Lord's Supper and the ordination of pastors. The 
church has about 10,000 members in East and West Germany. EPS, Geneva 
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Document EMBARGO: for release on or 


after June 28, 
WORLD REFUGEE YEAR 


Statement by 
World Council of Churches' Presidents 


We are convinced that in our day and generation our greatesthuman tragedy is 
that of the refugee - homeless people all around the world. 


The refugee and his family have, for more than a decade, been a challenge 
to our confession and compassion and must be a first call on the ministry of 
those whose Lord “had nowhere to lay his head", 


We believe that, within the limits of our resources, the World Council of 
Churches has answered this call unremittingly and consistently, and we express 
our gratitude to our member churches who have made this possible. 


Our ministry has not been motivated because all the refugees belong to our 
member churches - indced most of them do not. We do it because Christ compels 
USe We have not, however, always been satisfied that the governments of the 
free world have been as constant in their concern for a problem which is not 
only one of human tragedy but, unremedied, is a continuing threat to peace and 
security. For this very reason we welcome with cordiality and renewed hope the 
decision of the United Nations to proclaim World Refugee Year. 


Our Executive Committee, meeting in February, adopted the following resolu- 
tion which we commend to your attention; 


NOTING with satisfaction that 59 governments, members of the United Nations 
"convinced of the need to make a further world-wide effort to help resolve the 
world refugee problem", have resolved to declare a World Refugee Year to begin in 
June 1959, 


REAFFIRMING the ongoing and permanent concern of the World Council of 
Churches for homeless people, whoever they are and wherever they are, 


WELCOMES most cordially the decision of the United Nations to proclaim such 
a year in the hope that all governments supporting the resolution will take some 
positive action to validate their votes, 


AFFIRMS that the World Council of Churches, in addition to its permanent 
service, will do all in its power to cooperate in any constructive initiative 
taken by governments to solve the problem of refugees. 


EMPHASIZES to governments and all concerned that there are so many refugees, 


and such difficult situations, that their problems simply cannot be solved in 


one year, yet earnestly hopes that the problems of many more may be solved in 
this year than in any previous year, and that the World Refugee Year may result 
in far greater attention to their needs in the years to follow, 


PRAYS God's blessing on this initiative. 


The time has now come for our churches to act in this new initiative and we 
therefore call anew for your prayers, your intensified action and your continuing 
charity. EPS, Geneva 
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British Churches Express Concern for Central African Federation 


(London) - A representative deputation has presented the concern of the British 
Council of Churches for the problems involved in the inclusion of Nyasaland with 
the Rhodesias in the Central African Federation to the Secretaries of State for 
the Colonies and for Commonwealth Relations. 


A statement issued by the council afterwards said that the deputation had 
expressed concern with issues to come up at the constitutional review in 1960 and 
their “anxiety that partnership should be implemented to the fullest extent". 


Further, the statement said, the deputation told the Secretaries of State 
that while the council appreciates the progress that has been made thus far in 
inter-racial relations, it believes that "the reasons for African distrust and 
anxiety still outweigh the reasons for African confidence". 


The council urged the governuent to take a "positive lead" at the conference 
and stressed the importance of ensuring "odequate expression" to the views of 
Africans at the conference. 


The issues in question stem fron African opposition to a decision to include 
Nyasaland in the Central African Federation. Proponents of the measure have 
argued that integration is required to ensure econciaic advancement and the 
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maximum welfare of all sections of the people in the area, However, it has 
generally been viewed by Africans as a step towards consolidation of power by the 


white minority. Opposition came to a head on March 1 of this year when rioting 
broke out in many areas. 


Nuierous church groups abroad have spoken out against the Federation unless 
the move is supported by a substantial majority of the population, including 
Africans. EPS, Geneva 


Ecumenical Work Camps Scheduled 


(Geneva) - More than 1,000 hardy young men and women from some fifty countries 
will forego the usual summer vacation this year to take part in ecumenical work 
camps sponsored by the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches. 


In camps from Taiwan to Texas and from Austria to Madagascar they will 
Swing pick axes, lay bricks, level roads, care for refugee children and do a 
variety of other jobs as a means of “expressing their sense of responsibility 
by working with their hands to meet human needs", 


Forty-five ecumenical work camps are scheduled during July, August and Sep- 
tember under WCC auspices in Europe, the Middle East, Africa, Asia, South America 
and the United States. Participating in each camp will be an interracial, 
inter—confessional group of from fifteen to twenty-five youth between the ages of 
19 and 30. 


The campers will spend from two to four wecks working on projects which 
range from erecting a vocational school at a refugee camp in Korea, to building 
a neighbourhood playground in Wales -— to construction of a chapel in Finland, to 
conducting an education and recreation programme for farm labour migrants in New 
York State, UsA. 


They will work without pay and will contribute to their living expenses and 
provide the cost of transportation to and from their homes and the camps. 


Camps will be held this year for the first time in the le~year history of 
the programme in Taiwan, Paraguay, Ethiopia and Northern Rhodesia. 


In Taiwan the campers will help the Christian Youth Fellowship at Hwalien 
build an educational institute and centre for mountain tribal youth. In Paraguay 
they will build hospital rooms for use by the Society of Christian Brothers, a 
Christian community which provides the only hospital facilities in the rural area 
of Primavera. 


The camps on the continent of Africa will be held at Hara, Ethiopia, where 
campers will start work on a conference hall for the schools and colleges in the 
area and in Mindolo in Northern Rhodesia where they will renovate a house for use 
as YMCA headquarters. 


Other camps are scheduled in Europe, in Austria, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Sweden and England; in 
the Middle East, in Jordan and Lebanon; in Africa, in Madagascar and the Union 
of South Africa; and in Asia, in Japan, Hong Kong, Korea and Okinawa. Camps 
will also be held in seven states in the United States. 


Three camps have already been held this year because of the difference in 
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seasons - one each in Bolivia and Brazil in South America and in the Philippines. 


The work camp programme includes six hours a day labour and a service of 
worship, Bible study, discussions and recreation periods. The camps projects 
were begun twelve years ago on the initiative of the Congregational Christian 
Service Comittee (USA) and undertaken as a World Council programme in 1950. 

EPS, Geneva 


Constitution Set for New Church 


(New York) - A constitution for a new church which would unite two Protestant 
denominations with different forms of governments without sacrificing the par- 
ticular emphasis of either one has been proposed here, 


The constitution, if adopted, would complete the merger of the 1,401,565 
member Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
which has 807,280 members, into a new United Church of Christ, 


Dr. James BE. Wagner, head of the Evangelical and Reformed Church and co- 
president of the new church, said the document is intended to “reflect Congre- 
gational Christian emphasis on the rights and autonomy of the local church, and 
Evangelical and Reformed emphasis on the responsibilities of the local church to 
other churches in the larger fellowship of the denomination". 


He explained that the way this was done was by keeping the pyramidal synod 
structure of the Evangelical and Reformed Church at the national level while 
continuing the Congregational requirement that each local church be free to act 
for itself on all matters of policy and property. 


Thus, a general synod would be integrated with church-wide boards and 
agencies and with regional synods, but decisions of these bodies would be advisory 
only. 


In a news conference Dr. Wagner and the Rev. Dr. Fred Hoskins, the other 
co-president of the United Church and head of the Congregational Christian group, 
described the proposed constitution as a compromise in organizational structure. 
They said the two churches have never been far apart in theological interpretation, 
only in the structure of their governments. 


Dr. Hoskins said it is hoped the document will be useful as a guide for 
mergers by other churches. He noted that "Presbyterian sources" have been in- 
terested in it as ‘a hopeful sign for further union" and that the Disciples of 
Christ and the Council of Comnunity Churches had sent "fraternal observers" to 
meetings of the constitutional commission. 


The constitution will be presented for approval at the Second General Synod 
of the United Church of Christ at Oberlin, Ohio, on July 5. From there it must go 
to the Congregational churches and the Evangelical and Reformed synods for 
ratification. EPS, Geneva 


Cuba Ready for Religious Resurgence, Army Chaplain Says, 
(New York) - The "climate" for religious resurgence has never been better in Cuba, 
according to the chaplain to Protestant troops serving under Fidel Castro's re- 


volutionary armye 


The Rev. Carlos Herrera, 27, Said in an interview at American Baptist 
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Convention headquarters in New York, that Communism in Cuba could be destroyed 
by providing "bread and democracy" for the people. 


The “immense" majority of church members in Cuba, he stated, back the 
Castro government in its pledge to keep the separation of Church and state in- 
violate. He estimated that approximately cight per cent of the Cuban population 
is Protestant. EPS, Geneva 


Conference Urges Continuous Refugee Aid 


(New York) - The United Nations has been called upon to convene a special meeting 
as a means of reaching international accord on measures to aid refugees. 


The session was urged as a step towards provision of continuous, rather than 
temporary aid,to refugees by the Conference of Non-Governnental Organizations 
Interested in Migration and Refugee Problems meeting at the United Nations in a 
week-long session. 


It asked that all nations participating in World Refugee Year provide assis- 
tance “with a view to the achievement of permanent solutions to the refugee 
problem". 


In other resolutions the delegates deplored discriminatory laws which bar 
the immigration of some non-European groups, particularly Asians, and called for 
improvenent in the processing, placement and integration of immigrants who are 
professionals, such as teachers, physicians and lawyers. 


They also asked special aid to physically handicapped migrants, greater 
attention to the needs of young migrants and more flexibility in family welfare 
legislation to allow nigrants to share in social security, adequate housing, 
social security, child aid grants and other benefits. 


Dr. Stewart Hernan, director of the Lutheran World Federation's Latin 
American Committee and conference president, stressed the concept of migration 
as an essential ingredient of human dignity and freedom. "Ultimately", he 
declared, “we should make of migration not a grudging act of charity, but a 
basic right of nan". 


Other church leaders who participated in the programe were Dr. Karl L. 
Stumpf, senior representative in Hong Kong for the Lutheran World Federation and 
honorary advisor for refugee sorvices of the World Council of Churches in Hong 
Kong; Dr. Elfan Rees, permanent representative in Europe of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs and chairman of the International Committee 
for World Refugee Year; and Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, associate director of the 
Division of Inter-—Church Aid and Scrvice to Refugees of the World Council of 


Churches. 


The Conference of Non—-Governnental Organizations was inaugurated at Geneva 
in 1950 under the joint sponsorship of the United Nations and the International 


Labour Office. EPS, Geneva 


No. 25 —- June 26th, 1959. y) 


Billy Graham Visits Moscow 


(Moscow) ~ The Rev. Dr. Billy Graham joined in a two and a half hour evening 
service at the Moscow Baptist Church attended by an overflow crowd of 2,500 persons 
and afterwards praised their faith as "a light burning for which we should all be 
thankful", 


The American evangelist, who is visiting Moscow as a "tourist" for five days, 
did not speak at the service, Russian Baptist leaders explained, because “it is 
not the custom here for tourists to preach". 


He followed a sentence-by-sentence translation of the sermon delivered by 
Pastor Aleksandr V. Karev, general secretary of the All-Union Council of Evan- 
gelical Christians (Baptists). 


"Today I heard the Bible preached", Dr. Graham said following the service. 
"This is what we need everywhere. I try to preach the Bible. It has its own 
power." 


"Glory be to God", responded the Rev. Jakov I, Zhidkov, president of the 
Council. "We have not been tainted with modernism in Russia -— but we cannot say 
for the future. We are like Martin Luther. We say here we stand on the Bible 
and We cannot go to the right nor to the left." 


Earlier on a tour of the city, Mr. Graham said he was greatly impressed by 
the large golden crosses surmounting the ancient churches in the Kremlin. 


"Here I am standing right in the centre of the Kremlin and there against the 
sky are the golden crosses of Christ", he said. "Here is a symbol I never ex- 
pected to see. I hope it has meaning for the future." EPS, Geneva 


Methodist Groups Take Opposite Stands on Red China 
(New York) - Two Methodist Conferences in the United States have taken directly 
opposite positions on the recognition of Red China, it has been reported here, 


The Minnesota Methodist Conference has voted nearly two to one to delete 
this phrase from a report of the conference's Board on World Peace: "We request 
our government to extend recognition to Red China". 


The New England Southern Methodist Conference has adopted a statement urging 
that ‘the United Nations, set up to be a world forum, should include in its mem- 
bership the People's Republic of China". 


The New England Conference stressed that "it is understood that such sup- 
port and recognition is not tantamount to approval" of Communist China, 


The vote by the Minnesota Conference rejecting recognition came after a 
spirited debate in which delegates heard Dr. Gerald McCulloh of Garret Biblical 
Institute, Evanston, Ill., report that on a recent trip to Hong Kong he had been 
urged by Chinese Ghristian refugees to oppose recognition, 


Two spokesmen for recognition, the Rev. Warren Nyberg, of Red Wing, Minn., 
and the Rev. Wilbur Grose, Mankato, Minn., had argued that recognition does not 
imply approval, but would be a means of keeping communications with Christian 


Chinese open. EPS, Geneva 
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New Report on Spanish Conference Cancellation 


(Geneva) ~ Initial reports that a scheduled three-day study conference of Roman 
Catholic and Protestant representatives in Spain had been banned by the Vatican 
stemmed from an erroneous news report by the Spanish State Radio, informed 
sources have reported here. (See EPS No. 22) 


They said that the Vatican had not intervenei in the matter and had informed 
Dom Aurelio Escarre, Abbot of the Monastery where the meeting was to have been 
held, that “there is no foundation whatsoever for the statement" made by the 
State Radio. 


(It was reported later that a request for postponement of the conference had 
been received from the Archbishop of Barcelona who was described as acting “under 
pressure from certain governmental and church authorities" ,) 


Following receipt of the Vatican communiqué DomEscarre was said to have 
posted an announcement in which he protested against the State Radio broadcast 
and announced that he had written permission to hold the conference from the 
Papal Nuncio in Spain. He charged that the State Radio sought by its broadcast 
“to make a scandal by using the name and the authority of the Holy Office to give 
the impression that these Catholics were disobeying their church", 


It was also learned here that the conference was not to have been an inter- 
confessional gathering limited to theologians as originally reported, but an 
"international meeting on the problems of peace and open to all Christians", 
According to the Institution of the Holy Office issued December 20, 1949, no 
special permission is required from Vatican authorities to hold a conference of 
this nature. BPS, Geneva 


Persecution of Spanish Pr itestants is Reported Hased 


(Washington, D.C.) -— Persecution of Spanish Protestants has been eased during the 
past few months, largely it is believed, as a result of the call for an Ecumenical 
Council by Pope John XXIII, according to a report issued by the Baptist World 
Alliance. 


The report, which is based on first-hand observations sent from Madrid by 
Dr. H. Cornell Goerner, regional secretary for the Southern Baptist Convention's 
Foreign Missions Board said: 


"There have been no new instances of outright persecution in recent months 
in Spain. And there has been an intangible, yet noticeable change of attitude 
on the part of many Catholics toward Evangelicals." 


The report said that the change seemed to “coincide closely with Pope John's 
call for an Ecumenical Council", which according to Dr. Goerner "seems to have 
been interpreted by some Catholics in Spain as an indication on the part of the 
Pope that he desires more friendly relations between Catholics and Protestants’, 


Dr. Goemmer added that “it remains to be scen now whether it will result in 
the opening of any closed church buildings". EPS, Geneva 
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Moves Towards US Church Unity Are Hailed 


(Hartford) - Strides being made towards American Christian unity have been hailed 
here as "the brightest sign of hope on the horizon of a broken and divided world". 


The Rev. Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, president of the National Council of Churches, 
in an address to the 100th annual convention of the Augustana Iutheran Church, 
declared that, "the churches are coming together and they intend to stay together". 
However, he stressed, the churches have no intention of establishing “a kind of 
Protestant Vatican". 


"We do not want a super church", he declared. "What we seek is an affec- 
tionate family of churches - a spirit of togetherness that will make it possible 
for us to do cooperatively what we cannot do separately". 


"Tn that togetherness we aim for variety in unity, and unity in variety, 
with the one supreme hope of answering the prayer of Jesus that we might all be 
one, as he and the Father are one." 


Dr. Dahlberg describes the new Inter-—Church Centre, now under construction 
in New York, as "a dramatic symbol" of that unity. The $20,000,000 centre will 
house the headquarters of the National Council as well as the main offices of 
many of the council's thirty-three Protestant and Bastorn Orthodox member bodies. 


The Augustana Lutheran Church is currently engaged in merger negotiations 
with three other Lutheran bodies. These arc the United Lutheran Church in 
America, the American Evangelical Lutheran Church and the Suomi Synod (Finnish). 
It is expected that the constitution for the new body, which with more than three 
million members will be the largest Iutheran body in the United States, will be 
completed early next year and submitted to the conventions of the four churches 
for approval. BPS, Geneva 


Bishop Vett Chides Western Press for "Misinterpretation" 


(Budapest) - Bishop Lajos VetS of Budapest, head of the Hungarian Lutheran 
Church, has declared that Western church news sorvices have "misunderstood the 
matter" in interpreting a new Hungarian government decree as a tightening of 
state control over appointments to religious posts. 


In a story in the official Hungarian Protestant press service published 
here, Bishop Vetd is quoted as saying that the decree is "a mere executive 
instruction" concerning an earlier decree and "contains nothing new and does 
by no means widen the circle of state intervention in the affairs of the Church". 


(It had been reported that under the new decree the government can make 
appointments to church offices which have beon left vacant for more than three 
months by church authorities. See EPS No. 16) 


Bishop Vetd said that “the provisions of the decree have reference to the 
Roman Catholic Church, as it is this church that fills its offices by appointments 
which are within the jurisdiction of the Curia of Rome", 


"However, the offices of the Protestant churches in Hungary", he states, 


"tare filled by elections which need state approval only in the cases of offices 
of the bishops, professors of theology and supreme. lay inspectors". 


/ 
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He said the decree is concerned only with those offices in the Roman 
Catholic Church "which the Vatican has left vacant for years". Appointments 
to other offices which are independent of the Papal Sce and of any other foreign 
church authorities, he added, “are taken care of in due course by the competent 
executives of our Hungarian churches", EPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


Guatemala has passed a law authorizing "ministers of cults" to perform civil 
as well as religious marriages as a means of reducing the number of illicit 
unions in the country. Up till now, only nayors of municipalities and notaries 
could perform civil weddings. However, there are only 323 municipalities and 
few notaries were able to reach isolated rural areas. As a result, according 
to supporters of the new law, a great percentage of Guatemalan children were 
born out of legal wedlock. 


* * 


A four-member delegation representing the Hungarian Protestant churches is 
making a six weeks' visit to China on the invitation of the Three-Self Movement 
of the Chinese Protestant Churches. The delegation consists of Bishop Tibor 
Bartha of the Reformed Church; Bishop Zoltan Kaldy, of the Lutheran Church; 
the Rev. Janos Dobos, director of the Budapest Scottish Mission and the Rev. Dr. 
Istvan Finta, cditor of "Reformatusok Lapja", the ncformed weekly newspaper. 
The delegation is expected to return to Budapest on July 10. 


Gane tke 


Bighty per cent of all babies in Russia are being baptized in the Orthodox 
Church, the Rev. Dr. Oscar B. Rundblom, Dean of the Cathedral at Vdsteras, 
Sweden, reported recently on his return from a visit to Noscow. On the other 
hand, he said, the number of marriages celebrated in the Russian Orthodox Church 
"has fallen considerably", He added that there is "no difficulty" in obtaining 
candidates for the priesthood and that at present there are eight theological 
training-colleges with a combined total of 1,500 students. BPS, Geneva 
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"Real Identification" Asked in Refugee Aid 


(Geneva) - A“real identification" with the lives and problems of refugees by those 
who seek to help them, has been appealed for by Dr. Leslie Cooke, director of the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of 
Churches. 


In a sermon delivered at a service here marking the launching of World Refugee 
Year, he urged that they employ that "creative act of imagination which sees faces 
behind the figures, which speaks of persons and not of cases, which recognizes 
that these are not '‘nationals' but brethren". 


"The fact is that when we sit where they sit, we see that they are a living 
testimony to that spirit and will of man to be free - a rebuke to the cynicism, 
often the supercilious cynicisms, to which the peoples of the West are prone." 


"T know, as many of you know", he continued, 'not all refugees are heroes, still 
less saints, but only this act of identification can reveal to us the real heart 
of the tragedy and put the alcoholics, the criminals, the misfits, the profligate 
among them, in their real setting as part of this tragedy and inspire and direct 
and shape the ministry which will meet their real needs." 
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If this act of identification is not made, he warned, there is the danger 
that “we shall exploit his!’ sufferings to carry out programues which we think are 
good for him and that we shall work the works of mercy with a hard eye". 


Dr. Cooke described the refugee as "bewildered, battered at the hands of his 
fellow-men, cut off from the influences, disciplines and security of life in his 
own country and among his own people, disillusioned by the kind of welcome he has 
received after his long and dangerous flight to freedom", 


In this situation, he asked, “is not loss of faith, of confidence in himself, 
in his fellow-men, in any rational purpose of life itself the root of his essential 
need?" 


However his plight may be described, he continued, "unless we are motivated 
by this conviction that his need is the rehabilitation of his faith and is direct 
ed to this end we fail to aid him where he most needs help". 


Dr. Cooke said that World Refugee Year is a "welcome" and "imaginative" idea, 
but warned that it will not solve the problem and may cause greater bitterness 
and sufferings for refugees who are not helped. 


"How much easier it will be for governments to offer momey and not to open 
frontiers", he said. "How convenient to escape the continuing responsibility 
for dealing with that which causes the refugee by taking up the cause of the 
refugee!" 


But such will not be the case, he continued, if there is genuine identifica- 
tion. When that happens, he said, "it will mean for us the assumption of a con- 
cern, which will give us no rest until we lay the needs of the refugee upon the 
conscience of individuals throughout the world. It will mean the crude shatter— 
ing of alibis in which men find complacent sanctuary that this is an affair of 
governments and the United Nations. It will mean dealing with every refugee as 
a person and an awakening of his sense of personal respons: bility." 


The service was held at St. Peter's Cathedral under the auspices of the 
National Protestant Church of Geneva and the World Counci_ of Churches. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
presided. Also participating were Dr. Edgar H.S. Chander, director of the 
World Council's Service to Refugees, the Rev. Alfred Werier, moderator of La 
Compagnie des Pasteurs of Geneva, and Dr. Elfan Rees, Advisor for Refugees to the 
WCC and chairman of the International Committee for the Norld Refugee Year. 

EPS, Geneva 


Industrial Mission Plan Proposed by Church of England 


(London) - A new plan which would greatly extend its mssionary work in large 
industrial areas is proposed in a report of the Churck of England, released here. 


To be submitted for action to the church's assemb_y this summer, the plan 
calls for establishment of "a national structure of incustrial mission that can 
accept responsibility for the development and extensior of work from one area to 
another, across diocesan boundaries". 


It suggests that a committee and an “experienced secretariat" be established 
to coordinate existing work, start new programmes, recruit tersonnel and piuvide 
further training facilities. 


No. 26—July 3rd, 1959. % 


Further it said, such an organization would seek "to develop closer contact 
with responsible people in industry, trade unions and government departments" and 
would also provide a research team which would keep the church informed of develop- 
ments in these areas. 


The report emphasized the major concern of the proposed organization would 
be in larger industrial areas because in smaller areas the parish priest can make 
himself know personally as "pastor, friend and natural visitor". It pointed out 
that although only 750 factories in the country employ more than 1,000 workers, 
these constitute a quarter of the total factory population. EPS, Geneva 


Ethiopian Patriarch Elevated in Coptic Church 
(Cairo) - Egypt's Coptic Orthodox Patriarch has consecrated Anba Basilios as the 
first patriarch in the history of the Established Orthodox Church in Ethiopia. 


The ceremony in St. Mark's Cathedral, which was viewed by Emperor Haile 
Selassie on his first state visit to Cairo, marked the end to a thirty-year dis- 
pute between the mother church in Egypt and the Ethiopian church, which had de- 
manded autonomy. 


An agreement between the two churches published in connection with the 
ceremony indicated that while the Ethiopian church now has its own patriarch, in- 
stead of an archbishop as before, the Egyptian church will continue to retain its 
primal position. 


It said that the Ethiopian patriarch, who is regarded as successor to St. 
Takla Haymandot, is “under no circumstances" to be more than second ranking dig- 
nitary within the Coptic See and that the Egyptian Coptic patriarchs continue to 
be of Egyptian parentage. Furthermore, it said, his authority throughout the 
See continues to be “inviolate and his person beyond criticism". 


The agreement provides, however, that "a limited number" of representatives 


of the Ethiopian church may participate in the future in the election of the 
patriarch of the See of St. Mark in Cairo. EPS, Geneva 


New Era Seen Dawning in Asian Missions _ 


(Boston) - A leading US foreign missions executive said here that the Christian 


Church has dawning before it "a new day in the mission to Asia, with greater 
problems and greater hopes than ever before", How that opportunity is used, he 
declared, will determine within "the next decade or so" whether Christianity is to 
survive as a world religion. 


The speaker was Dr. Alfred Carleton, executive vice-president of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions of the Congregational Christian Churches. 
He addressed a committee of the denomination on his return recently from Malaya 
where he was one of the six US consultants at the first meeting of the East Asia 


‘Christian Conference. 


Dr. Carleton declared that the era of the missionary "in the old sense" has 
passed and that "we now stand shoulder to shoulder with the younger churches of 
Asia and deal with one another in a partnership which was never before possible". 
This new relationship, he said, “opens far greater opportunities for missionary 
Service on a basis of mutual interdependence", He cited as an example of the new 
era the fact that more than 200 missionaries of Asian churches are now serving in 
other lands and that Asia church leaders are now ready to give help “in planning 
for the development of Christian work in Asia", EPS, Geneva 
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Bishop Dibelius Scores "Bra of Barbarity" 


(Berlin) - Bishop Otto Dibelius, president of the Evangelical Church of Germany , 
said here that the callous lack of concern by most people for the plight of the 
world's estimated 45,000,000 refugees may point to "a new era of barbarity and an 
age of inhumanity in the making". 


"Only the incurable optimist would maintain in the face of such tragedy that 
the development of human soci¢ty is leading us ever closer to perfection", Bishop 
Dibelius stated in a message issued to the ehurch on the eve of World Refugee 
Year. 


"While it is true that in the past few years five million refugees have been 
successfully resettled", he said, "there are still innumerable people who have 
been in refugee camps for as long as five and ten years and there is still a 
continuous stream (into West Germany) from the Hast." 


| Bishop Dibelius said that the problem is too large for the church to cope 
with by itself and it therefore welcomes the UN-sponsored World Refugee Year as 
a means of"rousing the conscience of all nations to this great problem". 


However, he said, churches must not be content merely in appealing to goverm- 
ments and organizations to help the refugees, but also must appeal to their own 
congregations “to extend a friendly hand of human sympathy to refugees and help 
them feel at home both mentally and spiritually in their new environment". 

EPS, Geneva 


Brethren Ask Reconsideration of Post-World War II Agrecments 


(Ocean Grove, NeJ.) - A statement calling for an end to the "unnatural, illogical 
and unjust" provisions of post-World War II agreements, has been approved by the 
annual conference of the Church of the Brethren. 


"The division of Germany into West and East zones, the separation of Berlin 
and the displacement of persons for no reasons other than ethnic origin present 
a problem that appears almost insurmountable and contains the seeds of future war", 
the statement said. 


It urged Christians to "seck for a reconsideration" by the nations concerned 
for a settlement which would be "more equitable and more in harmony with peace 
and justice". 


The statement was presented to the conference by a delegation of 14 members 
who last year visited Schwarzenau, Germany, where the denomination was founded, 
for ceremonies there marking its 250th anniversary. 


In other actions delegates went on record as "unalterably" opposed to nuclear 
weapons testing and urged abolition of capital punishment as a violation of "the 


' sanctity of human life and personality" ... (which) "does not really serve the 


ends of justice and often results in tragic and irrevocable miscarriages of 
justice", EPS, Geneva 
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Parochial High Schools Not Required, Augustana Lutherans Say 


(Hartford, Conn.) - Opposition to the establishment of parochial schools for 
secondary education has been expressed by the Augustana Lutheran Church. 


Delegates to the denomination's 100th annual convention meeting in Hartford, 
Conn., put themselves on record in support of tax-supported public schools, 
which they said church members should share as fully as possible in strengthening 
and improving". ) 


The action came in approval of a report on a denominational study of the issue 
which concluded that “there appears to be no need or desire" on the part of the 
church's membership for a general system of denomination-supported schools of 
either the parochial type or boarding academy. 


At the same time, the report stated, the church "recognizes the right to 
establish in certain areas such privately financed high-quality Christian schools 
as will not destroy the effectiveness of the public schools of any community". 


The report also called for a strong parish education programme as “essential 
to the welfare of the church and vital to the child". It added; "The right to 
offer such instruction is a part of our American heritage, and it should be 
jealously guarded". 


The report, prepared by a special committee of the denomination's Board of 
Christian Higher Education, was based on a three-year study which included a 
survey of nearly 1,000 of its parish pastors. EPS, Geneva 


New Moves Against Church Confirmation in Rumania and Hungary 


(Geneva) - New evidence of stepped-up campaigns against church confirmation by 
the Communist governments in Rumania and Hungary, have been reported here. 


In Mumania, according to reports from Vienna, parents of youth preparing for 
confirmation in the Lutheran Church in Kronstadt received a letter from the prin- 
cipal of €neir school one week before graduation, warning that if they permitted 
them to be confirmed, the youth would not be allowed to graduate. As a result, 
the report said, "very few" of the parents allowed their sons and daughters to 
participates 


At the same time, the report said, many of the youth were required to take 
part in an excursion to visit a Socialist Party memorial and museum at Doftana 
on the day when the confirmation ceremony was scheduled, These youth, the report 
said, had to be confirmed in small groups which met in the evenings during the 
following week. 


In Hungary, the first Communist “name-giving" ceremony was held recently at 
a factory in Raab, according to a story in the newspaper “Nepszava" published in 
Budapest. The story said that speakers emphasized that "enlightened people must 
seek liberation from the Church's monopoly over mind and soul" and urged that 
family events, such as baptisms, marriages and deaths, be marked in a “progressive 
manner", and not commemorated by church ceremonies. EPS, Geneva 
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Statement of "Christian Concern" for Kerala 


(Bangalore) - A statement éf "Christian Concern" for recent outbreaks in the 
Communist-ruled state of Kerala in connection with opposition to a new Education 
Act, has been issued by twelve prominent church leaders in Bangalore. 


The statement asks that opponents of the Act sevk to change it through the 
"constitutional means" available and appeals to Christians to “refuse to be party 
to any form of violent agitation which would lead to destruction of life and pro- 
perty and interfere with programmes of economic reconstruction". 


Numerous outbreaks of violence have been reported in recent months in 
connection with the beginning of a new school term in the district. The out- 
breaks grew out of efforts by Catholics and the Hindu Nair community to keep their 
schools ¢losed in order to demonstrate their opposition to the Act which they 
have denounced as infringing upon the freedom of private education. There are 
about 7,000 private schools in Kerala, of which about 4,000 are operated by the 
Catholic Church and the remaining 3,000 by the Hindu Nair community, Muslims and 
other private managers. 


The statement says that by resorting to such methods as keeping their schools 
closed, asking students not to attend classes and to picket the schools, Christian 
leaders “have given the impression of being narrowly communalistic and of cham- 
pioning vested interests". It adds: “Although their original intention was to 
protest against the Education Act in a constitutional manner, they have been led 
wittingly or unwittingly, into collaboration with other political forces directed 
towards the overthrow of the government by what seems to us unconstitutional 
methods. Such a step is fraught with great danger to democracy and rule of law." 


Emphasizing that they spoke as private indivicuals and not as representatives 
of their organizations, the signatories suggested that as "a first step" towards 
solving the problem Christian leaders accept a government invitation to attend a 
Round Table Conference to discuss the issue. In doing so, they stressed, they 
should make it clear that their concern is with the government's education policy 
and that it is "not their intention to resort to unconstitutional methods to 
overthrow the government". 


In its tum, they said, “the government will have to adopt a far more res- 
ponsive attitude than they have shown so far, to neet the just demands of the 
voluntary agencies and allay their legitimate fears". The failure of such 
parleys, they added, "may necessitate exercise of the constitutional rights of 
the management on strictly legal lines". 


The statement suggests that the current situation “raises the question of 


the adequacy of the present constitutional provisions to meet unprecedented 
situations". 


It says that "there are many who feel that the Communist government's record 
during the two years of its existence confirms the fears that (it) is primarily 
interested in strengthening their party under the cover of democratic institutions 
and may eventually subvert the Constitution itsel-. To many of us this is an 
anomolous situation waere a party which does not believe in democracy, as we 
understand it, has besn put in power through the democratic process by popular vote." 


The Communists have been in control of the government in Kerala since the 
1957 election when they won a majority in the State Assembly. 


(See page 8 for complete text of the statement) EPS, Geneva 
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In Brief 


Archbishop Theoklitos of Athens, head of the Greek Orthodox Church, recently 
concluded a one-week visit in Istanbul, Turkey, with Patriarch Athenagoras, senior 
patriarch of the Eastern Orthodox Church, to promote "closer cooperation among 
Orthodox churches". Archbishop Theoklitos described his visit as "an expression 
of the due respect, affection and love of the daughter church of Greece towards 
the Creat Mother Church of Constantinople (Istanbul). Patriarch German, head 
of the Serbian Orthodox Church, recently made a similar visit. 


2 


Dr. Maximillian Rode has been elected Prime Bishop of the Polish National 
Gatholic Church. He was formerly Vicar General of the church, which was formed 
in Scranton, Pa., in 1904 and now has about 300,000 members in the US, Canada, 
and Poland. Dr. Rode was named to the new position at a recent two-day synod 


meeting in Warsaw, Poland. 
* % 


‘The Finnish Missionary Society now has 119 missionaries in the field, accord- 
ing to figures released in the agency's annual report. Twenty of these were 
reported to be ordained pastors. Of the total, 65 are working in Ovamboland, 
S.W. Africa, and 22 in the Okavango area, 19 in Tanganyika, six in Hong Kong and 


Formosa and 7 in Israel. 
x * 


Pastor Laszlo Harkanyi has been named acting general secretary of the Hun- 


-garian Lutheran Church, according to information received by the Lutheran World 


Federation in Geneva. The report said he was named to the post by Ernest Mihalyfi, 
general inspector and lay president of the church, pending appointment by the next 
Church Assembly of a permanent successor to Pastor Karoly Gruenvalszky, who has 


resigned. 
* * 


The 45th International Christian Endeavour Convention is scheduled July 6-ll, 
in Philadelphia, Pa., with an anticipated attendance of 4,000 persons. 


ie ths 


Dr. John W. Behnken has been re-elected for a record ninth term as president 
of the Lutheran Church-—Missouri Synod (USA) by its 44th triennial convention 
meeting in San Francisco. The election by a vote of 377 to 311 on the fourth 
ballot was the closest contest since the seventy~five-year-old churchman first 
assumed office in 1935. Some delegates, it wes reported, had hoped for the 
election of a younger man who would be favourable to the synod's affiliation with 
the Lutheran World Federation. Following his re-election Dr. Behnken reiterated 
his opposition to LWF membership except "on the basis of the Scriptures, the 
Lutheran confessions, and agreement on sound, scriptural practice". 


* * 
Tass, the official Soviet news agency has reported that the Moscow Patriarchate 


of the Russian Orthodox Church will decline any invitation to attend the Ecumenical 
Council called by Pope John XXIII. It said the Patriarchate regards the council 


‘as "purely a Roman Catholic affair". 


aoe 


A ban by the Morroccan government on all private radio activity in the country 
will close down a number of international and intercontinental Protestant radio 
programmes. Among those affected by the new ruling, which goes into effect on 
January 1, 1960, will be the Norea Radio daily religious broadcasts beamed to Norway 
under the auspices of the Norwegian Lutheran Mission, the IBRA Radio, sponsored by 
Swedish Pentecostals and the Voice of Tangier, a missionary station run by Inter- 
national Evangelism, Inc., a USA group. 

* * 
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Document 
Christian Concern in the Kerala Situation 


The situation that has developed in Kerala causes great anxiety to everyone 
concerned about preserving the democratic structure of our constitution. The 
Christian leaders in Kerala have also made pronouncements committing themselves 
as supporters of the present agitation. In joining with other communal and 
political groups they have not; explained their methods or goals as in any way 
distinct from other groups, This fact is a little disconcerting. We should 
therefore like to ask the churches in Kerala seriously to consider their responsi- 
bility at the present time to give to the people the right lead, so that by what= 
ever action they take now, they will strengthen and not in any way weaken the 
democratic framework of our political life. 


As Christians, we are committed to uphold an order of society in which in- 
dividual freedom and social justice are guaranteed by political institutions. 
Our constitution provides for a government under law elected by the free exercise 
of the franchise of the people every five years, and for an opposition which can 
peacefully replace the party in power and form an alternative government. The 
fundamental rights of citizens and minority groups are safe-guarded and enforced, 
by an independent judiciary, even against the state. But in the actual working 
of democracy occasions may arise when the laws adopted by the government or the 
government itself become unacceptable and even unjust to individuals and groups. 
The citizen has the right to work for change of such laws and governments, but it 
should be by constitutional means. Till such change is effected democratic 
discipline imposes submission to them even if under protest. 


The present Communist government in Kerala was voted into power at the last 
general election and they accepted the responsibility of holding office within 
the constitutional framework. To many of us this is an anomalous situation where 
a party which does not believe in democracy, as we understand it, has been put 
in power through the democratic process by popular wote. In this Christians in 
Kerala also had a share. Some did this in good faith in the expectation that 
the new government would stand for social justice, religious freedom and the rule 
of law. 


There are many who feel that the Communist government's record during the two 
years of its existence confirms the fears that the governnent are primarily in- 
terested in strengthening their party under the cover of democratic institutions 
and may eventually subvert the constitution itself. There is also the criticism 
that the Kerala government is not at all responsive to the legitimate demands of 
large sections of people. On the other hand, it must be admitted that the very 
people who ought to be concerned about social justice have not sufficiently co- 
operated with the programmes for social and economic reforms initiated by the 
government such as the Lend Reforms Act and the Anti-Dowry Bill. 


The present situation in Kerala has been created by the persistence the gov- 
ernment have shown in the passing of the Education Act and the rules thereunder 
-in total disregard of the sentiments of large sections of the people. We recog- 
nize the state's responsibility in the field of education, but this does not 
preclude the church and other voluntary agencies from running educational insti- 
tutions with state aid under mutually agreed conditions. This is necessary both 
from the point of view of education and of democracy. 


We regret, however, that Christian leaders in their agitation against the 
Education Act have resorted to methods such as closure of schools, exhortation of 
students not to attend school till the Act is withdrawn and picketting of schools. 
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In doing so they have given the impression of being narrowly communalistic and of 
championing vested interests. Although their original intention was to protest 
against the Education Act in a constitutional manner, they have been led, wittingly 
or unwittingly, into collaboration with other political forces directed towards 
the overthrow of the government by what seems to us unconstitutional methods. Such 
a step is fraught with great danger to democracy and rule of law. 


The situation in Kerala is certainly complex and anomalous. The very large 
volume of popular support to the present agitation against the Comuunist govern- 
ment does raise the question of the adequacy of the present constitutional pro- 
visions to meet unprecedented Situations and whether further constitutional 
machinery should be provided for efiective enforcement of popular will. 


We hold, however, that the Christian leadership in Kerala has a great res-— 
ponsibility to end the present impasse. We venture to suggest that as a first 
step they may well accept the invitation now extended by the government to attend 
the Round Table Conference to thrash out their differences in relation to the 
educational policy of the government. In its turn the government will have to 
adopt a far more responsive attitude than they have shown so far, to mect the just 
demands of the voluntary agencies and allay their legitimate fears. Failure of 
such parleys may necessitate exercise of the constititional rights of the manage- 
ment on strictly legal lines. However the Christian leaders will make it clear 
that their misgivings are in regard to the educational policy of the governnent 
and that it is not at all their intention to resort to unconstitutional methods 
to overthrow the government. More than all, the Christians will refuse to be 
party to any form of violent agitation which would lead to destruction of life 
and property and interfere with programmes of economic reconstruction. Nor will 
they align themselves with the forces of reaction, communalism and class-hatred 
which would rosult in the break-up of that sense of national community and the 
Rule of Law that are still in the process of being established in the country. 


We would like to make it clear that the signatories to the statement have 
subscribed to it in their personal capacity and not as representing any organiza- 
tion with which they are officially connected. 


Sri K.J.. Abraham, Secretary, Bangalore Christian Council 

Dr. K.C. Chacko, Professor Engineering College, Aligarh, Camp Bangalore. 

The Rev. J.R. Chandran, Principal, United Theological College, Bangalore. 

The Rev. Harry F.J. Daniel, General Secretary, Student Christian Movement of 
India, Bangalore 

The Rev. Dr. P.D. Devanandan, Director, Christian Institute for the Study of 
Religion and Society, Bangalore. 

Sri C.1. Itty, Associate General Secretary, Student Christian Movement of 
India, Bangalore. 

The Rev. V.T. Kurien, Professor, United Theological College, Bangalore. 

Sri George Matthan, Formerly Member, liysore Public Service Commission, 
Bangalore. 

Dr. Anjilivel V. Mathew, Author and Educationist, Bangalore. 

Sri E.V. Mathew, Supreme Court Advocate, Bangalore. 

Dr. F. Muliyil, Professor, United Theological College, Bangalore. 

Sir Samuel E. Runganadhan, President, Council of YMCA's of India and Ceylon, 
Bangalore. 


EPS, Geneva 
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Bounenical Calendar 


Major Meetings Scheduled, Summer 1959 


July 19-23 YMCA Executive Committee Geneva 
July 20-25 IMC, Administrative Cowmittee Paris 
July 24-25 World Presbyterian Alliance, 

Executive Comittee Sao Paulo 
July 25-August 2 WCC Department on Church and Society, 

International Conference on Rapid Social 

Change Thessaloniki 
July 27-August 6 World Presbyterian Alliance, 

18th General Council Sao Paulo 
August 4-9 WCC Divisional-Departmental meetings Spittal, Austria 
August 10-12 WCC Plenary Assembly Commissions Spittal, Austria 
August 17-15 WCC, Executive Committee Athens 


August 19-27 WCC, Central Committce Rhodes 
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Missouri Synod Approves Unity Talks with New Church 


(San Francisco) - The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod has unamimously 

called for talks looking towards a "God-pleasing unity and fellowship" with the 
new American Lutheran Church to be formed next April by the merger of three Luther- 
an churches (see EPS No. 11). 


The resolution in effect approves continuation of doctrinal discussions which 
the Missouri Synod has been carrying on for several years with the present American 
Lutheran Church, which is one of the three merging bodies and will give its name 
to the new church. The other two bodies involved in the merger plans are the 
Evangelical and the United Evangelical Lutheran Churches. 


In other action the body's triennial convention: 


Decided to send observers to the 1961 assembly of the World Council of Churches 
and future meetings of the Lutheran World Federation and the National Association 
of Evangelicals because “experience has shown that our presence ... is of value in 


keeping us informed on the church world". The synod is not a member of any of 
these groups; 


Deferred action on the question of whether to join either the National Luther- 
an Council or the Lutheran World Federation until its doctrinal unity committee 
completes current studies of the two; 


Reaffirmed its historic position that granting women the right to vote, to 
preach or publicly to teach men in the congregation would be contrary to the will 
of God. It said women "should be directed into, and led to find opportunity for, 
service in the Church where their potential of talent is fully utilized in harmony 
with Scriptural principles"; 


Authorized establishment of a library of ecumenical information for editors, 
of periodicals, other individuals and groups in the Church; 


Granted independent status for, and recognized as a sister church, the 
31,000 member India Evangelical Lutheran Church, warning it at the same time that 
fellowship will continue only as long as it remains in doctrinal agreement with 
the synod. EPS, Geneva 


BBC Birth Control Broadcast Scheduled Despite Opposition 


(London) - A BBC radio broadcast on birth control apparently will take place as 
scheduled despite sharp opposition. 


The broadcast seemed virtually assured when Mr. Ernest Marples, the Post- 
master General, refused to yield to demands that he exercise his power to ban the 
programme and referred itas a matter for decision by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. 


The controversial programue is scheduled for August 23 as one of a series in 
"The Week's Good Cause" by the Bishop of Southwark on behalf of the Family Planning 
Association. 


Opposition to the programme was voiced by a member of the House of Commons 
who is on the council of an organization called the Catholic Union, He argued 
that the association is “highly questionable" because, he alleged, it advises 
married women "to go in for contraception and birth control without the advice 
or permission of their husbands" . 


A second speaker, Mr. Patrick Maitland, urged that all such "controversial 
practices as euthanasia, abortion and birth control" be banned from the series. 


The "Manchester Guardian" applauded Mr. Marples' position in an editorial 
and noted that the Family Planning Association "is an eminently worthy body which 
fully deserves an appeal on its behalf. Much of the criticism of its work is 
based on ignorance", it commented. 


The editorial also noted that the power of the Postmaster General to ban 


broadcasts “is intended only for national emergencies and it would be entirely 
wrong" to use it in this instance. EPS, Geneva 


Merger Possibilities Cited for Brazilian Presbyterians 


(Rio de Janeiro) - The hope that “eventual reunion" of the two major Presbyterian 
bodies in Brazil may result from their joint activities in planning the 100th 
anniversary of Presbyterianism in the country has been voiced in a bulletin pub- 
lished by the two bodies. 


The publication, issued in connection with the observance, points to the 
possibility that "this experience of cooperation" may lead to a reunion which 
would end the 56-year rift between the 110,000-member Presbyterian Church of 
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Brazil and the Independent Presbyterian Church of Brazil, which has 55,000 members. 


The bulletin emphasizes the numerous cooperative activites planned in con- 
nection with the observance, including publication of a magazine and sponsorship 
of a weekly radio programme. Both will also participate in sessions of the 18th 
General Council of the World Presbyterian Alliance, July 27 - August 6, at Sao 
Paulo, for which the larger body will act as official host. 

The observance marks the 100th anniversary of the arrival in the country of 
the first Presbyterian missionary, the Rev. Ashbel ¢, Simonton, who established 
its first Presbyterian Church, edited its first magazine, participated in the 
formation of the first Presbytery and founded its first seminary. There are at 
present four Presbyterian bodies in the country. The other two are the Conserva- 
tive Presbyterian Church, which withdrew from the Independent Church in 1940 and 
claims 20 congregations and an ultra-fundamentalist church formed in 1956, which 
has about 1,000 members and is affiliated with the International Council of 
Christian Churches. EPS, Geneva 


Canadian Baptists Reject WCC Membership Move. 


(Kingston, Ont.) - The Baptist Federation of Canada has rejected a proposal that 
it "re-study its relations" with the World Council of Churches and the ecumenical 
movement. 


The vote came after a spirited debate in which opponents of the measure 
argued that it would alienate the federation's relations with the Southern Baptist 
Convention in the US, because the "one thing the SBC holds against us is our 
attitude toward ecumenicity". 


The proposal, which was made as an amendment to a resolution on church union, 
had called "for prayer for divine guidance concerning the wnity of Christ's Church". 
As adopted, the resolution stated that Baptists are not clear as to the best way 
to unity, and recommended “harmony and cooperation" with ministers and people of 
other church bodies. The action was taken at the federation's Fifth Triennial 
Assembly held at Kingston, Ont. The federation is a member of the Canadian 
Council of Churches, but does not belong to the World Council of Churches. 

BPS, Geneva 


Yugoslav Communist Sets Limits for Church 


(Belgrade) - A top Yugoslav Communist Party official has declared that there is 
a strong conviction that the Roman Catholic Church "should be limited exclusively 
to its pastoral work" in the country. 


The remark has been generally interpreted in Western church circles as fore- 
casting a tightening of government restrictions against Yugoslav Roman Catholic 
activities. 


The speaker was Miha Marinko, a member of the Politburo of the Yugoslav 
Communist Party. He addressed the opening session of a recent Communist Party 
Congress at Ljubljana, Slovenia. 


Mr. Marinko alleged that "certain political and church circles abroad" are 
still trying to use the Roman Catholic Church in Yugoslavia for "Nanti-Socialist 
activities. "However", he said, there is "small possibility" for their success 
because of the government's "correct policy towards the Church and the religious 
feeling of the faithful". EPS, Geneva 
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Russian Church Visitors Conclude Geneva Visit. 


(Geneva) - Two representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church have concluded a four-weeks' "get acquainted" visit to the World Council 
of Churches headquarters in Geneva. It was the first visit of its kind. 


Before their departure they voiced the hope that the visit will result in 
"closer relationships" between the WCC and the Russian Patriarchate. 


The visitors were Archpriest VitalyM. Borovoy, of Vilna, a lecturer in early 
church history at the Leningrad Theological Academy and Mir, Victor S. Alexeev, a 
lay secretary in the loscow Patriarchate's office for inter-church relations. 


The Russian churchmen said they had been "very favourably impressed with 
everything" they saw. They said a report on their visit will be made at a meeting 
of the Moscow Patriarchate's synod to be held in early August. 


They said they did not know who would be chosen to represent the Patriarchate 
as “observers" at the World Council's Central Committee meeting, August 17 - 29, 
but that the decision would be made at the August meeting. They also declared 
that it is not yet known whether Metropolitan Nikolai, the second ranking leader 
of the Russian Church, will attend. 


During their visit the churchmen conferred with World Council officials and 
also studied the work of the organization's various departments and divisions. 


On their arrival they presented to the WCC library, on behalf of Metropolitan 
Nikolai, a collection of several theological books, which WCC officials said marks 
the beginning of an exchange of books and periodicals. 


The books, which will form the nucleus of a new WGG collection on the Russian 
Orthodox Church, include reprints of the major liturgical publications, Trebnik 
and Typikon, a liturgical calendar, a lectern Bible and New Testament and Psalms 
for family use, a collection of private prayers and various other church publica- 
tions. It also includes copies of recent speeches and sermons by His Holiness 
Patriarch Alexius and Metropolitan Nikolai. 


The visit resulted from a mecting at Utrecht, the Netherlands, last August, 
when representatives of the Patriarchate expressed a desire "to get first-hand 
information" on the World Council. 


A reciprocal visit to Moscow is planned, probably in December, by a delegation 
of World Council representatives, headed by Dr. W.A. Visser 't+ Hooft, general 
secretary. The Russian Orthodox Church is not a member of the World Council of 
Churches. BPS, Geneva 


Agreement on Church Government Held Necessary for Mergers. 


(London) - Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, said in London 
that agreement on the form of government is vital in any consideration of union 
between churches with episcopal and presbyterian systems of authority. 


Referring to the recent rejection by the Church of Scotland (Presbyterian) of 
“bishops in presbytery" proposed as a move towards unity with Anglican churches in 
England and Scotland, Dr. Fisher said that the question is not one in which just 
these two churches are involved, but is of concern to all churches. 
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He said that the Church of Scotland in rejecting the proposal had “obviously 
felt that there was in the proposals some denial of its full place in the general 
Church of Christ and some slur cast upon its ministry. 


"For myself, I do not think that any question of superior or inferior, greater 
or less, should arise between equally honest and sincere and competent disciples 
of our Lord", he declared. "The present position of the churches of the Anglican 
communion is that they seek humbly to offer their episcopal inheritance as part 
of their treasures which they can give to the enrichment of reuniting churches, 
just as every other church is invited and expected to offer its treasures also". 


Dr. Fisher also urged that there be "further exploration" of the issue. The 
proposal was turned down by the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland by a 
vote of 300 to 266 because it was held to imply “a denial of the catholicity of 
the Church of Scotland and of the validity and regularity of its ministry within 
the Church Catholic". EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


Revision of the French Roman Catholic catechism to add careless driving to 
the list of grave sins is being contemplated by the church, according to the 
bulletin of the Paris Archdiocese. The bulletin said it is likely the next 
revised edition will include a section in the chapter on "The Respect for Life" 
which will define as a grave sin actions in which a person "kills himself or 
kills somebody else through imprudence, speed excess or disobedience under the 
highway code". 

* * 


Prof. K.E. Skydsgaard of the University of Copenhagen, an internationally 
known scholar in dogmatic theology, has been named to begin the Lutheran World 
Federation's programme of research into the theology of Roman Catholicism and 
other Christian confessions. His work will mark the initial stage of the even- 
tual programme of the LWF-sponsored Foundation for Inter-Confessional Research, 
for which detailed plans are now being drafted. 


Tota 


Japanese Gideons, who since 1950 have distributed one million copies of the 
Bible or Scripture portions, recently presented Crown Prince Akhito with a 
Specially inscribed Bible, to mark the beginning of their drive towards a second 
million distribution mark, 


EN 


AVACO (Christian Audio Visual Centre) of Japan has announced it will conduct 
a comprehensive study of the role and rationale of audio visual aids and mass 
communications media in evangelism and education. The study will commemorate 
the joint anniversary in the country of AVACO's tenth year of work and of 100 
years of Protestant evangelism. Reports from the study, in which theologians, 
psychologists, sociologists and mass communications specialists will participate, 
‘will be published. 


aoe 


What ig believed to be the first World Council of Churches' flag in existence 
was dedicated on Whitsunday by Christ Church, Cincinnati, Ohio, (US). The flag 
which carries the official WCC symbol, with the word "Oikoumene" in white letters 
against a blue field, is the fourth of a matching set of flags displayed at the 
altar of the church. The others are the flags of the United States, the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church and the United Nations. 


ea 
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The Rev. Harvey W. Hollis, executive secretary of the Denver, Colo. Area 
Council of Churches has been elected president of the Association of Council of 
Churches Secretaries (USA). ‘He succeeds Dr. Forrest L. Knapp, of Boston, general 
secretary of the Massachusetts Council of Churches. 


Hoe 


Plans for building a $3,500,000 college in Western Nigeria within the next 
five years have been announced by the Southern Baptist (US) mission in Lagos, 


Nigeria. 
* * 


The Bast German Ministry for State Security maintains a special section to 
spy on the churches and other religious organizations, according to West Berlin 
Senator for the Interior, Dr. Joachim Lipschitz. He said espionage activities 
are conducted not only in the Soviet Zone, but also in West Berlin and West Ger- 
many and are controlled by the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity (Communist) 
Party and financed by a large budget. 


TAT Er 


Archimandrite Jerome Kotsonis, chaplain at the Greck Royal Palace, has been 
appointed by the University of Thessaloniki as professor of canon law and pastoral 
theology in its School of Theology. A member of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches, he is the founder of many Christian social and chari- 
table organizations and the author of numerous books. 


a AS 


The possibility of any re-establishment of diplomatic relations between the 
Vatican and Greece has been vigorously denied in a statement by the theological 
faculty of the University of Athens. The statement was prompted by radio commen- 
tators' speculations that the recent state visit of King Paul and Queen Frederika 
to the Vatican might result in establishment of formal ties. It said, "no relation 
should be allowed ... except discussions on purely theological grounds", The 
visit was later described as part of "international tradition", in which the royal 
couple paid their "personal respects to the leader of the Roman Catholic Church" 
without signifying any obligation. 


Fe 


Some three hundred representatives of six churches recently held the first 
major ecuuenical meeting in Rosario, Argentina. The guest speaker was Bishop 
Sante Uberto Barbieri, bishop of the Central Conference of the Methodist Church 
in Argentina and a president of the World Council of Churches. Major Carlos 
Bembhy of the Salvation Army presided. Represented were the Anglican Church, 
the Syrian Orthodox Church, the United Lutheran Church, the German Evangelical 
Synod of the River Plate, the Salvation Army and the Methodist Church. The group 
is now planning the organization of the Friends of the World Council of Churches 


Association. 
* * 


The murder of a Protestant Indian lay teacher in Tierrandentro, “because of 
his religion", has been reported by the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia. A 
confederation news bulletin says that “investigation has confirmed" that the victin, 
Sr. Florentino Pacho, died as the result of injuries sustained when he was "furious- 
ly attacked from behind by a Roman Catholic Indian" while instructing a fellow- 
Protestant in the Gospel. It said the murderer is still at liberty "although his 
whereabouts are known". The victim was reported to be about 46 years old, married 
and the father of three children. The confederation said “he was an honest and 
respected Indian who had often served his church, the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, as a lay preacher in the Indian tongue". EPS, Geneva 
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Rapid Social Change Conference, July 25-Ausust 2 


(Salonica) - The role of the Christian Church - its responsibilities, problems 
and opportunities - in areas of rapid social change - will be examined in a ten- 
day conference at Salonica, Greece (July 25-August 2) by an estimated sixty 
clergymen and nearly one hundred prominent economists, sociologists, political 
leaders, labour and management representatives and othersfrom 34 countries. 


The conference, the first of its kind ever held, will mark the high point 
of a seven year study of the subject being conducted by the Department on Church 
and Society of the World Council of Churches. 


Tt will be highlighted by major addresses, a series of panel discussions 
and meetings of three sub-sections in which discussions will be based upon reports 
from twelve national studies being conducted in Africa, Asia, the Middle East and 
Latin America. 


The focal points of these studies - which represent the first such examination 
by local churchmen's groups of contemporary changes in their countries - will form 


the general basis for the conference's work. These are responsible citizenship, 


problems of urbanization, social changes in rural and village communities and the 
impact of western enterprise and international assistance. 
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Cutting across these have been examinations of the effects of rapid 
social change upon women, youth and the missions of the churches 


The twelve studies are being conducted in Asia, in India, Indonesia and 
Japan; in Africa, in Ghana, the Cemeroons, the Copperbelt of Northern Rhodesia, 
Kenya and the Union of South Africa; in the Middle East, in Lebanon and Egypt 
and in Latin America, in Brezil and the River Plate region of Uruguay, Paraguey 
and Chile. 


In addition consultations and studies to consider their responsibilities 
to areas of rapid social change have been conducted by churches in England, 
France, Germany, Holland, Sweden and the United States and similar studies are 
planned in Australia and New Zealand. 


A keynote speech will be presented by Dr.(Prof.) Egbert deVries", Director 
of the Institute of Social Studies at The Hague, Netherlands, chairman of the 
thirty-five member international committee supervising the study. Dr. deVries 
will speak on "What Happens to Man in Rapid Social Change". 


A report from the meeting will be presented to the WCC's policy-making 
Central Committee at its meeting (August 19-27) on the Island of Rhodes. This 
report will later be incorporated in the larger report of the complete study 
to be presented to the Third Assembly of the World Council scheduled to be held 
in Asia in December, 1961. 


The study, officially titled "The Common Christian Responsibility Toward 
Areas of Rapid Social Change" was authorized by the WCC's Central Committee in 
1955. Initial impetus to it was given in the Message from the WCC's 1954 
Assembly at Evanston, Ill. 


The message declared: "I* is not enough that Christians should seek 
peace for themselves. They must seek justice for others. Great masses of 
people in many parts of the world are hungry for bread, and are compelled to 
live in conditions which mock their human worth. Does your Church speak and 
act against such injustice?" EPS, Geneva 


Lutherans move towards Unity 


(New York) - Further moves towards unity are reported in the actions of two 
of the Churches involved in the two major merger movements of US Lutheranism. 


Pastors and parishes of the American Lutheran Church have voted by a 
margin of nearly thirty to one in favour of merging with the Evangelical 
lutheran Church and the United Evangelical Iutheran Church. 


The vote is the last constitutional requirement for effecting the merger. 
No reference was necessary for the other two bodies. 


Each of the bodies will now hold final conventions in April 1960, 
followed immediately by the constituting convention. The new church which 
will be called the American Lutheran Church,will have 2,200,000 members, and 
will be the second largest Lutheran body in the United States. 
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The second action reported involved an informal vote by delegates to the 
70th annual convention of the Finnish Evangelical Iutheran Church (Suomi Synod) 
in which they expressed preference for complete unity with the three bodies with 
which their church plans merger. They said they would prefer this to retaining 
the church's identity as a separate synod. 


This new church, as yet unnamed, involves tie merger of the Augustana 
Lutheran Church, American Evangelical Lutheran Church and the United Lutheran 
Church in America. It will have about 3,000,000 members and will be the 
largest Lutheran body in the country. (EPS No. 22) EPS, Geneva 


Polish Leader Asks for Good Church-State Relations 


(Cracow) - A leading Roman Catholic member of Parliament has called upon his 
fellow-Roman Catholics to co-operate with the Polish Communist Government 
"for the good of the country". 


Writing in a recent issue of "Tzgodnik Powszechny" a Roman Catholic 
weekly published in Cracow, Stanislaus Stomma says it is their "duty" to 
foster good relations with the state as a means of proving that peaceful 
co-existence is possible. 


The article attacks "the efforts of western politicians, especially 
those in Italy, to give a false impression of conditions in Poland". 


Stomma is generally regarded as a close friend of Cardinal Wyszinski, 
Primate of the Roman Catholic Church in Poland. He accompanied the Cardinal 
to Rome for the election of Pope John XXIII. EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholic Church Elevates Monk 


(Bensheim, Germany) - The elevation of the Capuchin monk Laurence of 
Brindisi who died in 1619 to the rank of a Doctor of the Church by Pope John 
XXIII has evoked comments here. 


The information service of the Institute of Confessional Studies says 
the action is confirmation that the Roman Catholic Church "wishes to set as an 
example the sharpest polemical methods of the Couhter-Reformation". Further 
it says, "it actually bestows its blessing on an old condemnation of luther 
and thus excommunicates him for a second time". 


Noting that the Pope's action coincides with preparations for the Roman 
Catholic Ecumenical Council, the Bensheim service states: "This makes it 
quite clear that Protestants must not expect any chmge in the Roman attitude 
towards the Reformation". The Institute is an independent Protestant research 
organization. 


The works of Fr. Laurence have been very little studied outside Roman 


Catholic Church circles in Italy. His writings, including a "Refutation of 
Luther", were first printed in 1930. EPS, Geneva 


Cardinal Cautions Roman Catholics in Kerala. 


(Bombay) - Valerian Cardinal Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay, has cautioned 
Roman Catholics in Kerala that their refusal to open their schools in defiance 
of the Communist Government's new education law may jeopardize democracy in 
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He urged them to "remember that the most serious issue in Kerala is 


that of tyranny versus freedom and that negligence and failure to use the 
rights given by democracy will only promote a rapid growth of dictatorship." 


However, he declared, "the intrusion of the state into areas of culture and 
private life must not be permitted". 


Cardinal Gracias spoke at a special evening Mass at Meunt St.Mary's 
Basilica in Bandra, a Bombay suburb, attended by an estimated ten thousand 
Roman Catholics who walked eleven miles from four separate sections of the 
area in a "sympathy pilgrimage" for their fellow-Roman Catholics in Kerala. 


Cardinal Gracias vigorously denied Communist charges that the Church 
in Kerala is "engaging in politics. We must let the world know", he stres- 
sed, "that our mission is spiritual. But this would be meaningless if it 
were divoreed from the temporal, if it did not have a background of intellect- 
val and unbiased understanding of events as they occur from day to day." 


It was announced that Cardinal Gracias has sent 2,000 to help the 
Kerala Roman Catholic schools and has directed all parishes in his archdi-= 
ocese to take up special collections for them. EPS, Geneva. 


Giisle)\d11., U.S.A.) - The desire for unity in both the secular and religious 
fields has been characterized here as the predominant traito? this generation. 


Roman Catholic Bishop John J.Wright of Pittsburgh in a sermon at a Holy 
Hour for Christian Unity service here said that "history may yet decide that 
the social and religious blessings of humanity united after centuries of 
fratricidal division far exceed in proportionate goodness all the appalling 
evils of the wars and threats of revolution." 


On the spiritual level, he said, "thoughtful men seem disposed as perhaps 
never before, to listen for the echoes of God's single, transcendent voice in 
the midst of the divided, discordant voices of the prophets of man-made 
religions." 


"Protestants," he said, "have begun to speak less of the differences 
which divide them from Catholicism and among themselves and to speak more of 
those ecumenical hopes which have been born of their new and divinely inspired 
yearnings for 'world faith and order'." 


The Roman Cathclic prelate said that while Pope John XXIII's call for 
an Ecumenical Council may not solve all or even most of the problems obstruct- 
ing Christian unity, it "certainly symbolizes the surest direction of all 
devout desires in our day." 


"Even the most reserved reactions from outside the Fold of Peter have 
dramatized how unity, ever the actual mark of the Church linked by Christ to 
Peter, has now become the ideal aspiration for all who acknowledge Christ 
as the universal Redeemer and Divine Teacher of mankind." 


While Christians should not be "unduly sanguine" about the possibility 
of unity, he added, "there are nonetheless good grounds for holy, humble con~ 
fidence as we now pray for the reunion of Christendom." EPS, Geneva 
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Scotland Holds Second Kirk Week 


(Dundee) - Eight hundred delegates from seven denominations attended the 
second national Kirk Week, & Scottish equivalent of the famous post-war German 
Kirchentag, July 4-11, in the city of Dundee. The first "week" was held at 
Aberdeen in 1957. 


Three related keynotes marked the meeting - The Crisis of Man, the Word 
of God and The People of God. 
| 
Early morning sessions looked at the human crisis in industry, scien- 
tific development, taste and judgment, the family and international relations. 


Lutheran Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover, Germany, in an introductory 
address, said that "the turning point was reached two centuries ago when man 
sought autonomy and independence, when he no longer felt any need for God." 


A follow-up committee has beenappointed to plan for the future. They 
plan local implementation of the lessons of Kirk Week in the local churches 
of Scotland and will work towards another national meeting "at a time and 
date still to be fixed." 


The Rev.Colin Day, Scots clergyman who has organised both Kirk Wecks, 
said after the meeting that lay participants had found "they do know something 
about the Word, but they do not know enough about the world". He said future 
planning would bear this fact in mind. 


Mr.Day also underlined the importance of the presence of delegates from 
eighteen overseas countries and declared that it "helped to remind us that 
the laity throughout the world are beginning to find themselves as the People 
of God." EPS, Geneva 


Philippine Chureh Leader Denounces Former US Policy 


(Manila) - A leading Philippine Shurchman has sharply denounced the US 
Government's former policy of administration of the Philippine Islands. 


Dr.Juan Nabong, president of Philippine Christian College, told an 
audience of American and Filipino churchmen attending a service commemorating 
US Independence Dax (July 4) that US policy hed kept the Islands poor by 
maintaining an egricultural economy snstead of encouraging the nation's 
industrial potentialities. 


He declared: “America taught us the love of civil and religious ~ 
liberty so that we may be free from fear, yet she kept us in ignorance of 
industrial pursuits, trade and commerce, thus leaving us in a constant fear 
of want to this date." He added, "Thus, through Spain we became Christian, 
but destitute: through America we became free and educated, but also poor 


and penniless." 


Dr.Naborn, who is a former executive secretary of the Philippine 
Federation of Christian Churches, urged his audience to support the 
"Filipino First" policy of the present administration. EPS, Geneva 
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Methodists and Arrglicans Will Share Church 


(Greenhill, Kent, England)’ - Methodists and Anglicans in the small community 
of Greenhill, Kent (pop. 2,000) are joining forces to plan its first church. 


The new structure will be built on a site owned by the Methodists with 
capital grants from both churches, supplemented by local funds. The building 
will be owned by the Methodist Church, but its upkeep will be met jointly by 
both churches and there will) be a joint church committee. 


Matins and Methodist morning service will be held on alternate Sundays 
and Methodist evening service and evensong will also alternate. There will 
be a joint Sunday school and both denominations will use the Methodist hymnal. 

EPS, Genova 


UK Methodists Welcome Unity Discussions 


(Bristol) - The annual meeting of the Mcthodist Confcrence has adopted a 
resolution "rejoicing" that unity talks with the Church of Fngland are to 
proceed "on the widest possible basis." 


The vote came after Dr.Harold Roberts, head of the church's committee 
conducting the unity talks, assured delegates that the theological conver~ 
sations are only one element in the movement towards unity. He declared, "I 
hope that all over the country we are going to have groups composed of 
Anglicans and Methodists studying the subject of unity." 


Several speakers had expressed concern that the conversations might be 
limited and urged that the committee be instructed to discuss general matters 
and not concentrate on issues of episcopacy. 


In another session the delegates were urged to establish secular 
community centres to relieve racial tensions in Nottinghilt*and North: ~ 
Kensington, London. 


Dr.Donald 0.Soper recommended the centres in a speech in which he 
criticized the churches' present methods as "inadequate" because of the 
"hostility" of people in the districts. He said the community centres would 
be places in which ministers and laynen could "live together in piety" and 
create fellowships of negros and whites. 


The conference also: 


Elected Dr.Erik Baker as conference president, succeeding Dr.Norman 
H.Snaith, principal of Wesley College, Leeds. Dr.Baker who is also secretary 
of the Methodist Conference of Great Britain is the first man ever to hold 
both positions simultaneously. 


Received a report showing that church membership has declined by 2,899 
persons during the past year to a total of 736,781. The report noted that 
the Church mst depend upon local preachers, "yet generally speaking we have 
to admit that neither in numbers nor sometimes in our quality of preaching are 
we adequate today for the great responsibilities thrust upon us." 


Approved a resolution to grant autonomy to overseas synods when they are 
"deemed ready for independence." EPS, Geneva 
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in brief 


A vacation school for boys and girls between the ages of four and four- 
teen is planned this summer in Brussels under the auspices of the American 
Protestant Church. Believed to be the first of its kind in the city, the 
school will be open to children of all races, creeds and colours. 

% % 

The small German Protestant commnity in Latvia can now hold public 
religious services as the result of the lifting of a 14-year old ban by the 
Soviet Government against the use of the Gorman language in public life, 
according to the West German Radio. A broadcast said the congregation in the 
city of Riga will now be able io hold services in German in the Josus Church, 
as they had done before World War II. 


la ta 
3% 


Mr-A.Roland Elliott, of New York, director of Immigration services of 
Church World Service, died suddenly at his summer home in Marlboro, New 
Hampshire, on July 1. He was 64. Mr.Elliott wae largely responsible for the 
resettlement of some 106,000 refugees in the US since 1949 through member 
churches of the National Council of Churches, of which CWS is a unit. Earlier 
he was secretary for Relief and Reconstruction of the World's Student Christian 
Federation and secretary of World Student Relief. He became secretary of the 
displaced persons committee of CWS in 1946 and directed its programme in 
Munich, Germany in 1949-50. In the post he held at the time of his death Mr. 
Elliott had coordinated the. emergency resettlement programme in the US for 
Hungarian refugees after the 1956 uprising. 


aia 
ray 


The Dutch Reformed Church has announced it will start new mission work 
in northern Nigeria. A spokesman said the programme has been made possible 
because missionary personnel formerly in Indonesia have been freed to work 
elsewhere as churches in that country become independent. Mission programmes 
are also planned in Ghana and in the Cameroons, at a later date, he said. 


Dr .Karl Witte, senior pastor of St.Peter's Church, Hamburg, Germany, has 
been elected Bishop of the Evangelical Iutheran Church of Hamburg. He had 
been acting bishop since the death last September of Bishop Volkmar Herntrich. 


# *% 


Scottish Presbyterians have announced plans for the colebration during 
1960 of the 400th anniversary of the Reformation in Scotland. Included in the 
scheduled activities planned in connection with the meeting of its General 
Assembly in the late spring are a "United Act of Witness" to be held in co- 
operation with other churches in Scotland; a Festival of Reformed Praise; and 
presentation of a new play at the Church of Scotland's Gateway Theatre in 
Edinburgh. 


% 
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Twenty-four Finns prominent in national life, including fourteen laymen 
and one laywoman, have been named to the general committee on arrangements 
for the 1963 Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation. Chairman and secretary 
of the committee are respectively, Bishop Martii Simojoki, of the new Diocese 
of Helsinki, and Pastor Semuel Lehtonen of Lauttasaari. 


M¢ 
7 


More than 200 students took the finel examinations recently in Washington, 
D.C., in the first Bible course ever offered over television for college credit. 
Most passed the course and received tw hours credit which they can apply towards 
a degree at Amcrican University, a Methodist institution. An estimated 2,000 
persons in all enrolled in the tele-course on "The Life and Teachings of Jesus" 
conducted by Professor E.W.Bowman of the Uriversity faculty. The University 
and the National Capital Area Council of Churches which co-sponsored the 
programme have announced plans for a similar TV class next fall on "The Old 
Testament". 


* x 


The Philippine Federation of Christian Churches has launched a two months 
campaign to raise 35,000 as its contribution for a new national headquarters to 
be erected in Quezon City. 


Mission boards of US churches which have work in the Philippines have 
already raised 46,500 which is available pending the success of the Federation's 
appeal. These are the Methodist Church, United Presbyterian Church, Amcrican 
Baptist Churches, Evangelical United Brethren and the United Church of Christ 
in the USA. 


* 


The General Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church has named its first woman 
minister. She is Mrs.J.C.Jansen, who has been serving as an assistant-pastor 
in the parish of Oosthuizen. In her new post she will serve as pastor of 
three perishes in the North of Holland. 


The Church ap proved the appointmentof women ministers last year. Women 
also serve as deacons and elders in the church. 


* % 


There is a shortage of Bibles in Indonesia, particularly of copies 
printed for children, according to information received by the Christian 
Reformed Church of Holland. Reports said Bibles are needed also for work _ 
in hospitals and prisons and are in short supply in small towns and villages. 
The Church said it has distributed 20,000 copies of "children's Bibles" in the 
Javanese and Indonesian languages through its mission centre. 


%* 


The publication of atheist literature has been stepped-up in Hungary 


- according to "Nepszava" a publication in Budapest. It said more than 150,000 


copies of pamphlets criticising religion and "the reactionary outlook of the 
Church," were printed during the first six months of this year. 


tas) ea 
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The Council of the Evangelical Church Union in Germany has called 
upon the congregations of its member churches to observe August 9 as a day 
of intercession and atonment. The date is the first Sunday following the 
14th anniversary of the dropping of the atom bomb on Hiroshima. EPS, Geneva 


* * 


Document | 
| 


Papal Encyclical Speaks on Church Unity 


——_a 


The third part of Pope John XXIII's Encyclical Letter "Ad Petri 
Cethedran" of June 29, deals with the Unity of the Church. The extracts 
from this section that follow are selected for their bearing on some of the 
main concerns of the modern ecumenical movement. Other parts of the : f 
Encyclical deal with questions of Truth and Peace. The Encyclical closes 
with, exhortations to the faithful. 


34 3 
7X ray 


Pray3r_ of Jesus Christ Gives Motives for Hope 


Let Us now speak of that unity which We especially desire, and with 
which the pastoral office comitted to Us by God is most closely linked; i 
mean, the unity of the Church. 


Of course, all know thet the Divine Redeemer founded a society which was 
to keep its unity till the end of time, according to the promise: "Behold, I 
am with fou all days even to the consummationof the world" (Matt.XXxVIII, 20) : 
and that for this intention He prayed most fervently to his heavenly Father . 
But this prayer of Jesus Christ, which surely was heard, and granted for his 
reverence (cf.Hebr.V,7): "that they all may be one as thou, Father, in me, 
and I in Thee, that they also may be one in us" (John XVII, 21), implants 
in Us a comforting hope and gives assurance that eventually all the sheep 
who are not of this fold, will desire to return to it: consequently, in 
accordance with the words of the same Divine Redeemer, "there will be one fold 
and one shepherd" (John X, 16). 


It was under the guidance of this comforting hope which encouraged Us 
very much, that We publicly announced the plan to summon an Ecumenical Council, 
to which bishops from every part of the world will come to discuss matters 
important to religion. The Council's chief business will concern the increase 
of the Catholic Faith and the renewal along right lines of the habits of 
Christian people, and the adapting of ecclesiastical discipline to the needs 
and conditions of the present time. That event will surely be a wonderful 
manifestation of truth, unity and charity; a manifestation, indeed, which 
it is Our hope that those who behold it but who are separated from this 
Apostolic See, will receive as a gentle invitation to seek and find that unity 
for which Jesus Christ prayed so ardently to his heavenly Father. 


Longings for Unity Among the Separated Groups 


We have already learnt, - and it was 4ndeed a consoltion to Us - that 
quite recently in not a few communities which ere separated from the Chair 
of Blessed Peter, there has been aroused a certain sympathy of mind towards 
tho Faith and Cetholic teaching: and considerable respect for this Apostolic 
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See has arisen and daily increased as the study of truth destroys prejudices 
once held. We also know thet congresses hzve been held by nearly all those 
who, although in union neither with Us nor with each other, call themselves 
Christians, with a view to uniting among themselves: and th=t they have set 
up Councils to this ond. This shows that they are experiencing a strong 
desire to reach at least some kind of unity. 


| 
Unity of the Church Desired by its Divine Founder 


It is beyond doubt that the Divine Redeemer established His Church and 
endowed and strengthened it with a strong mark of unity otherwise - to use 
an absurd form of words - if He had not done so, He would have done something 
completely transitory and, at least in the future, contradictory to Himself, 
in much the sasie way as nearly 211 philosophies, which depend on the whin of 
men's opinions, come into existence one after another in the course of time, 
are altered, and pass away. But it is plain to all that this is opposed to 
the divine teaching authority of Jesus Christ who is "the way, the truth and 
the life" (John XIV, 6). 


This unity, however, Venerable Brethren and dear children, - which, as 
We said, ought not to be something frail, uncertain and unsteady, but something 
solid, firm and safe, ~ if it is lacking in other groups of Christians, is not 
lacking in the Catholic Church, as all who carefully examine the question can 
easily observe. 

Unity of Feith 

There are quite a number of points which the Catholic Church leaves to 
the discussion of the theologians, both in so far as these points are not 
absolutely certain, and also, as the famous English writer, John Henry Cardinal 
Newman noted, in so far as controversies of this kind do not tear asunder the 
unity of the Church, but rather greatly help (by striking new light out of 
the friction of the verious opinions) to a deeper and better understanding of 
the dogmas, and level and strengthen the path to the attainment of that unity. 
(cf.J.H.Nowman, Difficulties of Anglicans, vol.1, lect.X, p.261, sqe) However, 
that common saying, sometimes expressed in other terms and attributed to 
different authors, should be retained and approved: In essentials, unity: in 
doubtful matters, liberty; in all, charity. 


Paternal Invitation to Union 


May this wondrous manifestation of unity, therefore, by which the Unity 
of the Gatholic Church stands forth for all to sce, may these desires, these 
prayers by which she implores from God the same unity for all, move your mind 
and rouse it in a salutary manner: We say, your - for We are speaking to those 
who are separated from the Apostolic SEe « 


Indulge this gentle longing. We have to address you as brothers and 
sons; permit Us to nourish that hope for your return, which We foster with 
sentiments of paternal love. We are glad to address you with the same 
pastoral zeal with which Theophilus, Bishop of Alexandria, when an unhappy 
schism was rending the seamless garment of the Church, addressed his brethren 
and sons in these terms: "Let us, dearly beloved, as sharers in a heavenly 


invitation, each according to his degree, imitate Jesus, the guide and 
accomplisher of our salvation. Lot us embrace that humility of soul which 
uplifts, and that charity which unites us with God and that sincere faith 
with respect to the divine mysteries. Flee from division, shun discord ... 
foster charity among yourselves: listen to Christ speaking, 'in this will all 
men know that you are my disciples, if you have love one for another!" 
(cf."Hom. in mysticam coenam", PG, LXXVIT, 1027 )ic 

Note, We beg of you, that when We lovingly invite you to the unity of 
the Church, We are inviting you not to the home of a stranger, but to your own, 
to the Father's house which belongs to all. Permit Us, then, longing for 
you all "with the tenderness of Jesus Christ" (PhilipeI, §), to exhort you to 
call to mind your ancestors "who preached God's word to you: contemplate the 
happy issue of the life they lived, and imitate their faith" (Hebr.XIII, 7) 
The noble ranks of the Saints above, whom each of your races has sent before 
you into heaven, and those in particular who, by their published writings, 
handed down and explained clearly and accurately the teaching of Jesus Christ, 
seem to invite you by the example of their life to union with this Apostolic 
See, with which as a means of salvation your Christian community also was 
linked for so many centuries. 


All those, therefore, who are separated from Us, We address as brothers, 


using the words of St.Augustine: "Whether they like it or not, they are our 
brethren. They will cease to be our brethren only when .they ‘shall 7, Sy 
cease to say the 'Our Father'",* "Let us love the Lord our God, let us love 


His Church: Let us love Him as a father, Her as a mother, Him as a Lord, 

Her as His handmaid: because we are children of His Handmaid. But his 
marriage is fastened with bonds of great love: nobody can offend the one and 
be acceptable to the other ... What does it profit you no* to have offended 
the father, who will not leave unpunished an offence given to the mother?... 
Hold, therefore, dearly beloved, hold all of you with one mind God as #our 
father, the Church as your mother". (Id., In Ps.82, Enarr.II, 14; Migne, PL, 
XXXVII, 1140) 


Need for Special Prayer 


But We direct Our suppliant prayers for the protection of the Church and 
the extension of the fold and kingdom of Christ to the most gracious God, giver 
of heavenly lights and of all good things, and We urge that prayers may likewise 
be directed by all Our dear brethren and children in Christ. The outcome of the 
future Ecumenical Council depends more, indeed, on all vying with each other in 
the ardour of their united prayers, than on human effort, industry and diligence 
To take part in this prayerful appeal to God, We invite most lovingly those, 2% 
also, who, though they are not of this fold, yet reverently worship God and 
with good will strive to keep His commandments. 


May the divine entreaty of Christ increase and bring to fulfilment Our 
hope and Our intentions: Holy Father, keep them in thy name whom thou hast 
piven me; that they may be one as we also are .». Sanctify them in truth; 
thy word is truth ... Not for them only do I pray, but for them also who through 
their word will believe in Me «-. that they may be made perfect in. one e.." 
ishn TVLt eat ey el)” 23) EPS, Geneva 


* (S.Aug. In Ps.32, Enarr, II, 293 Migne, PL, XXXVI, 299) 
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German Kirchentag, August 12 = 16, in Munich 


(Munich) - An estimated 60,000 persons, including 1,000 delegates from East 
Germany, will gather in Munich, August 12 - 16, for the 1959 German Evangelical 
Kirchentag. 


The four-day rally will be the ninth in the now famous post-war movement of 
lay people of the lutheran, Reformed, United and other Protestant churches of 
Germany. It will be the first held in a predominantly Roman Catholic city. 

The last Kirchentag was held in Frankfurt, in 1956. 


The number of those attending the full four days of the meeting is expected 
to be swelled to 100,000 persons at the opening service to be held at the city's 
Konigsplatz and a half a million persons are anticipated at the closing service 
on the Theresienwiese. 


Theme of the Kirchentag will be "Ye Shall Be My People". The majority of 
German delegates attending have been studying the theme and its ten sub-themes 
for the past several months, using a specially prepared 96-page booklet of which 
more than 700,000 copies have been sold. 


Sub-topics of the theme, which will be discussed in study groups during . 
the Kirchentag, include: Modern Man and the Church, The Ecumenical Movement, The 
Christian Family, God and Modern Industry, Mass Media, What is the Mission of 
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the Church Today? The State, the Congregation, and What Is Man? 


Speakers at the opening mass rally will be Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, 
founder and president of the Kirchentag, and Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger of the 
Evangelical Church of Bavaria. 


Speakers from abroad will include Archbishop Jaan Kiivit, head of the 
Estonian Lutheran Church in the USSR, and Dr. George McLeod, Moderator of the 
Church of Scotland, and Mr. Kyaw Than of Burma, administrative secretary of the 
Bast Asia Christian Conference. 


An extensive cultural programme has also been arranged including several 
art exhibitions, concerts, plays, poetry readings and academic lectures. 


A special youth progranme will include an open-air "Youth Hour" rally and 
an ecumenical youth service of worship at which the speakers will be Dr. W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, and the 
Rev. Philip Potter, executive secretary of the WCC's Youth Department. 


Several hundred ecumenical visitors from abroad are also expected to attend. 
To help them follow the programme, simultaneous translations will be available 
of some of the main subjects and there will be an Ecumenical Centre where they 
can meet German delegates for discussion. Bible study classes will also be con- 
ducted for visitors by Dr. Hanns Lilje, Bishop of Hanover. 


The 1,000 authorized delegates attending from East Germany are a considerably 
smaller number than anticipated. Kirchentag officials had hoped that as many as 
15,000 - the number from East Germany which attended the last Kirchentag, would 
be permitted to come. 


Kirchentag officials said the four-day meeting is intended not just to be 
amass rally, but "a great spiritual experience", in which "we will see a little 
of the great army of God coming together for worship and friendly conference and 
the frank and critical study of themes which really concern lay people". 


Previous Kirchentags have been held in Essen in 19503 Berlin, 19513 Stuttgart, 
1952; Hamburg, 1953; Leipzig, 1954, and in Frankfurt in 1956. Regional Kirchan- 
tags were held in East and West Germany in 1957. EPS, Geneva 


ECLOF Reports Loans_to 78 Churches 


(Geneva) - ECLOF (the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund) reports that it granted 78 
loans to churches in ten countries during 1958. The figure brings to a total of 
nearly 500 the number of loans made by the agency, of which nearly half have been 
repaid and the funds allocated to new projects. 


Two of the loans made during the year went to churches in Burma through the 
national ECLOF committee there. It marked the first time the agency has made 
loans outside Europe. A similar extension of the programme is planned in other 
Asian countries and in Africa and South America. 


ECLOF was started in 1948 to provide long term loans at a nominal rate of 
interest to churches and church institutions for building projects they otherwise 
woul@ be unable to undertake. An independent agency, ECLOF's work is closely 
related to the programme of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees of the World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


ve 
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YMCA Challenged to Work on Frontiers 


(Geneva) - The YMCA has been called upon to "be flexible and make a vigorous and 
creative response" to the problems and opportunities in the political, economic, 
social and religious frontiers of the world. 


Dr. Paul Limbert, secretary general, told 89 delegates from 25 countries 
convened here for the fourth meeting of the Executive Committee of its World 
Alliance that the organization should play a pioneering role in these areas. 


"All of us - churches, YMCAs and other Christian bodies", he declared, "fall 
far short of bearing effective Christian witness to youth today. All of us need 
to get into the front of the struggle to make the Kingdom of God as revealed in 
Jesus Christ a reality in the lives of individuals in our troubled society. We 
must help people see what it means to live by faith on frontiers." 


President Charles D. Sherman, of Liberia, said that the opportunities for 
YMCA had never been greater and that the organization is increasingly gaining the 
confidence of governments and people. "The response to such confidence} he said, 
"Can only be harder work and careful planning". EPS, Geneva 


a ee em a ere come 


(Grass Lake, Michigan) - The Rommian Orthodox Episcopate of America has 
adopted a statement expressing the desire "to cooperate with the Roman Catholic 


Church on an equal basis and eventually to participate" in the Ecumenical Coun- 


cil called by Pope John XXIII "if other Orthodox and Christian Churches are in- 
vited". 


However, the 1500 delegates to the church's annual national meeting said 
several "main obstacles" stand in the way of closer cooperation. They listed 
these as "the existence of Uniate (Catholic Eastern Rite) churches in predominant- 
ly Orthodox countries, the dogma of Papal Infallibility and the proselytizing 
policies of the Roman Catholic Church." 


In other action the delegates expressed "serious reserve" regarding the 
controversial findings of the Cleveland World Order Study Conference held last 
November, but voted to continue active participation in the National Council of 
Churches (US) and the World Council of Churches. An action by the conference 
urging diplomatic recognition of Red China has been sharply criticized. The 
meeting was sponsored by a Nation Council unit, but the NCC has denied that its 
action constitutes official council policy. EPS, Geneva 


Church of England Proposes Joint Baptism, Confirmation Rites 


(London) - The Liturgical Commission of the Church of England has recommended 
adult baptism as "a normal New Testament procedure" and proposed that infant 
baptism be administered only in "modified form". 


Further, it suggested, since baptism and confirmation are closely linked 
in the New Testament, the two sacraments should be administered at the same 
service. It also recommended that this service should not open with an ex- 
hortation, but with an introduction similar to that of Holy Communion followed 
by Scripture readings and a sermon. 


The commission said that "all of this would be in line with both the Pri- 
mitive and Reformed tradition". 
The 24~member commission was set up in 1954 "to consider questions of a 


liturgical character" and to report to the Archbishops of Canterbury and York. 
Its chairman is the Rt. Rev. D.C. Dunlop, Dean of Lincoln. EPS, Geneva 


Presbyterian World Alliance Will Meet in Brazil July 27 - August 6 


(Sao Paulo) - Some 400 delegates and official visitors from all over the world 
will convene here, July 27 - August 6, for the 18th General Council of the 
World Alliance of Reformed and Presbyterian Churches. 


Theme of the council, which will be the largest in the 84-year history of 
the Alliance, will be "The Servant Lord and His Servant People". The Alliance 
is the oldest and the second largest confessional group in Protestantism. It 
has 76 churches in 53 countries with a constituency of more than 45,000,000 
members » 


Major goals of the council, officials said, will be development of "a new 
understanding of the central purpose of the Church in the modern world and a 
greater expression of Calvinism's responsibility to today's ecumenical movementl 


The general secretary of the Alliance, Dr. Marcel Pradervand, of Geneva, 
declared, ''The most importmt challenge facing modern Christianity is that of 
expressing the nature of the Church as a servant. Still a pilgrim seeking to 
_ obey the will of Christ, the Church in the twentieth century must discover what 
constitutes the service demanded of it today if the Church is to be loyal to Jesus 
Christ, who set forth for all time the perfect example of unlimited service to 
God and to mankind". 


Dr. Pradervend said that the Alliance in its approach to the ecumenical 
movement secks to discover "how we can contribute to its development and fulfil 
our responsibilty to its increased effectiveness". . 


The keynote address will be presented by the Alliance president Dr. John A. 
Mackay, retiring president of Princeton Seminary, N.J. (US). Two major ad- 
dresses will be delivered on the main theme and four major addresses on the 
sub-themes which are concerned with service of theology, of the Church, of the 
Christian and of the state. Panel discussions are also scheduled on the sub- 
themes. Five study sections will prepare statements on the topics subject to 

be submitted for approval to the council's plenary sessions. 


Following adjournment delegates will go to Rio de Janeiro for celebrations 
marking the centennial anniversary of the establishment of Presbyterianism in 
Brazil (see EPS No. 27). EPS, Geneva 
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Jehovah Witnesses Arrested in Soviet Union 


(Paris) - Four leaders of Jehovah's Witnesses have been sentenced by a People's 
Tribunal in the Southern Ukraine to various terms of imprisonment on charges of 
committing "crimes against the State", according to a story appearing in "Le 
Monde" a daily newspaper published in Paris. 


The story, reported by Le Monde's correspondent in Moscow, said the charges 
were based on possession by the four leaders of "anti-Soviet" literature. This 
was described as tracts and other publications received from Jehovah's Witnesses‘ 
headquarters in the United States. 


The story commented that the reasons given for the arrest appear to be only 
a device in a new Soviet move to restrict the activities of the group. It said: 
"By refusing to bear arms or to participate in elections or political activities 
.e» they have refused even to keep up the appearances of being law-abiding 
citizens as do other religious sects. Thus they have deliberately laid them- 
selves open to the severest measures." It predicted that "it will not be long 
before Jehovah's Witnesses are banned" from the Soviet Union. EPS, Geneva 


First Ecumenical Youth Assembly in Europe Is Planned 


SS AIO | 


(Geneva) - Plans for the first Ecumenical Youth Assembly in Europe to be held 

in July 1960, at Lausanne, Switzerland, have been announced in Geneva. The 
assembly will be held under the auspices of the Youth Department of the World 
Council of Churches in cooperation with national ecumenical youth councils in 
Europe. An estimated1,500 young people from 17 to 30 years of age are expected 
to attend. 


Goal of the assembly, a spokesman said, will be "to provide an ecumenical 
encounter ... and to stimilate thinking and action in the light of the Christian 
faith on the issues which youth are facting today in Europe" 


It will also "seek to foster interest on the local level" in preparations 
for the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches to be held in Asia in 
1961. Theme of the youth gathering will be "Jesus Christ, the Light of the 
World", the same as that of the WCC Assembly. 


Plans for the assembly are being made by a Preparatory Committee of twenty 
persons representing national ecumenical youth groups in 12 countries. Its 
secretary is Canon Edward Patey, of Coventry, England, chairman of the European 
Working Group of national ecumenical youth secretaries. EPS, Geneva 


SO REN ES ET LE LE SI ETE ET ET LT ES LS LD 


(Stuttgart) - The Evangelical Student Movement (Studentengemeinde) of Germany 
has announced that it will send a group of observers to the Communist-inspired 
%th World Festival of Youth and Students for Peace and Freedom to be held in 

- Vienna, July 26 - August 4. 


It said the group will consist of an equal nuiber of students from West 
and East Germany. 


Organization officials said the decision to send the group was made "despite 
many misgivings about the possibility of misunderstandings", because they felt it 
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was their "duty to tell those taking part in the festival how students are living 
as Christians in both sections of Germany". 


It has been learned that the Evangelical Youth Council of Austria plans 
to hold worship services and open house for discussions for Christians attending 
the festival. EPS, Geneva 


Strong Atheist Note in "Youth Dedication" Instruction 


Te OSES OE > EE CS A EEE RS 


(Berlin) - Special classes in preparation for the "Youth Dedication of 1960" 
will be started for East German children in September, according to reports 
received here by West German church officials. 


Based on a new programme prepared by the Central Committee for Youth 
Dedication, the lessons are intended "to train young people in Socialism". 


The curriculum includes ten subject of which seven were described by the 
church officials as being "narkedly atheistic in tendency". 


They said reports indicate that 'the classes will deal with the 
application of materialist ideology to every sphere of life", and that "pseudo- 
scientific investigations will be made into the creation of the world, the 
origin of life, natural law as applied to human society and the ethics of 
Socialism". EPS, Geneva 


Bast German Churches Told No New Literature Restrictions Planned 


(Berlin) - East German government officials have reportedly told church leaders 
there that they do not intend to impose further restrictions on the publication 
of Protestant literature. 


A report of the Evangelical News Service of East Germany says that church 
leaders have been assured by officials of the Ministry of Education that it is 
"not in the interest of the state" to impose further restrictions. 


The report came after church and government leaders met recently "to clarify 
some differences of opinion on the subject through frank discussion". Some of 
the "outstanding questions" were settled in the discussions, the News Service 
said, and others still pending will be discussed at a second meeting in August. 


It had been rumoured earlier that further restrictions were contemplated. 
In June a conference of the bishops of the East German Evangelical Churches 
issued a communiqué expressing "dismay" that new restrictions were to be imposed. 
At present all church literature must be submitted for clearance by a government 
censor before publication. EPS, Geneva 
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In Brief 


Delegates to the 45th Convention of the International Society of Christian 
Endeavour have passed a resolution condemning any recognition of Red China. They 
Said there should be "no reconciliation, no affinity between Christianity and 
Communism", and urged a "militant" anti-Communist stand. Some 3,500 delegates 
attended the six-day session held in Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ti Th 


Church and youth groups have been asked by the German YMCA to conduct no 
cmips or other vacation programmes without inviting young refugees to participate 
free of charge. The "Y" also asked evangelical families to invite displaced 
youngsters into their homes on weekends. The appeals were made in connection 
with World Refugee Year. 


x X 


The annual meeting of the Methodist Conference of Great Britain has adopted 
a resolution asking the government to delay granting independence to the Federa- 
tion of Rhodesia and Nyasaland until it "gains the confidence of the majority 
of inhabitants". It called on the federation for a statement indicating its 
intention to treat all residents without discrimination. 


eb eis 


Establishment of a 24-member Commission on Christian Unity and Ecumenical 
Study and Service has been authorized by the second biennial General Synod of 
the United Church of Christ (US). The Synod also endorsed a report approving 
the right of the Church's Council for Christian Social Action to make pronounce- 
ments on any controversial issues provided the agency indicates that it speaks 
for itself and not the denomination as a whole. 


3c) ee 


The Reformed Church of the Netherlands reports its Marriage Bureau is a 
going concern. It says 18 marriages took place and 15 couples became engaged 
last year as the result of introductions made through the Bureau. During the 
year the Bureau registered 61 men applicants and 267 women applicants. In 
addition it also operated a placement service for household help. 


% * 


The second Southeast Asia Theological Study Institute is being held (July 
15 ~ August 2) at Trinity Theological College, Singapore. Attending are 19 
principals, department directors and professors of theological schools which are 
members of the Southeast Asia Theological School's Association. Theme of the 
Institute is "The People of God and the World". EPS, Geneva 
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De. de Blank Challenges South African Premier 


(Capetown) - Dr. Joost de Blank, Archbishop of the Church cof the Province of 
South Africa (Anglican) and a Migad ine opponent of apartheid, has offered to 
Jeave South Africa if Dr. H. F, Verwoerd will withdraw as Prime Minister and 
return to his native Holland. 


Dr. de Blank made the challenge in an article in the official Anglican 
journal 'Good Hope! efter the pretmior had criticized him for his anti-segre gation 
stand and told Dr. de Blank thot he "does not belong to South Africa". 


The Anglican leader, who is also Dutch-born, said, "it breaks my heart to 
mike this offer, but I an willing because I know, if it is accepted, it will 


hasten the country's return to decency and sanity". He added: "The Christian 
future of Africa as a whole is of for greater importance than the political or 
economic future of any country within it, even South Africa. We may be sure 


of this: if the Christian faith is extinguished in Africa, South Africa will 
have no future at all and if there is one thing laughable throughout Africa it 
is the concept thet South Africa is nobly besring the banner of Christian 
civilization in the South." 


Dr. de Blank had ecrlier called a priv-te conference scheduled in Capetown 
on August 1 to discuss the basis of cooperation between the races of South 
Africa (see EPS No. 23). EPS, Geneva 
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Prayers Asked for Nicaragua Evangelism Crusade 


(San Jose, Costa Rica) - An appeal to Christians around the world to pray for 

a prolonged nation-wide mass evangelism crusade to be held in Nicaragua in 1960 
has been made by the Latin American Mission, which has headquarters in San Jose, 
Costa Rica. 


The campaign, the first of its kind ever held in the country, will be spon- 
sored by all major Protestant bodies in Nicaragua in cooperation With the Mission. 


Officials of the Mission said the crusade, to be launched January 4 - 8 at 
a leaders' conference and retreat, will provide "evangelism in depth". They said 
| it will feature mobilization and training of church members in modern methods 
f of personal and visitation evangelism and re-activation of local churches as 


ds = dt 


strategic units for continuous evangelism. EPS, Geneva 


Japanese Lutheran Merger Forecast 


SS Tee eo OAS OS ES 


(Nyborg, Denmark) - Iutherans in Japan are expected to merge into one united 
church within two years, according to reports presented at a recent meeting of 
the Lutheran World Federation Commission on World Mission convened in Nyborg, 
Denmark. 


LWF officials said the proposed merger would unite some eleven separate 
_ groups and that prospects for early orgenization of the united church are "very 
ye bright". 


The major obstacle preventing union, they said, had been overcome by the 
recent decision of the 9,162-member Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church - the lar- 
gest of the negotiating groups - to yield its position on the issue of whether 
the over-all church body or its constituent districts should have the authority 
on such matters as ordinetion to the Gospel ministry. The church had formerly 

favoured centralized authority. 


by The combined membership of the Iutheran bodies in Japan is about 12, 000 

_ persons. EPS, Geneva 
Little Rock Church High Schools Glose as Integration Proceeds 
(Little Rock) - Two denominational high schools created in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
last year during the integration crisis in the public schools have announced 
plans to cease operations. 

+ 


Baptist High, which had 365 students, and the Interim Academy of the Protes= 
tant Episcopal parish, which had 27 students, will not reopen for the fall term. 


one ens 
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b: Both however appeared to be leaving the door open for possible resumption. 
Baptist High said it would store its equipment and the Interim Acadeny officials 
‘described it as going on "inactive status". 


Meanwhile registration continued on an integrated basis in the public 
schools in accordance with a federal court order. Negroes have enrolled at 
Central High School and the previously all-white Hall High School without 
incident. The schools were closed last yecr to avoid integration. EPS, Geneva 
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Macedonian Church Recognized 


(Belgrade) - Archbishop Dositej Stojkovic has been formally inaugurated as head 
of the Skoplje See and top prelate of the newly formed Macedonian Orthodox Church. 


Patriarch German of the Serbian Orthodox Church officiated at the ceremonies 
held in the main cathedral of Skoplje in Macedonia. The action of Patriarch 
German signified formal recognition of the new church of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church. 


Patriarch German also inaugurated Bishop Kliment Maleski, another prelate 
of the new church, thus preparing the way for the later enthronement of two 
other bishops who will be named to the Sees of Bitolj and Strumica. 


+ The Macedonian Church was part of the Serbian Church until last autumn when 
a congress of Macedonian priests and laymen decided to form an independent church. 


“(See also EPS, No. 39, 1958) EPS, Geneva 


(NOTE TO EDITORS: All meetings in 
Spittal are closed to the press. 
Special interviews and pictures 

WOC Lists Summer Meeting Schedule can be arranged, as desired.) 


(Spittal, Austria) - Some 200 leaders and staff of the World Council of Churches 
will meet in this picturesque alpine village for a two-week series of meetings 
“(August 2 - 15) to review their work and draft plans for future programmes. 

Known as "the little Assembly" the meetings will serve as preparatory sessions 
for the annual meeting of the WCC's 90-member policy making Central Committee, 

August 19 - 27, on the Island of Rhodes. 


Recommendations, including proposed budgets, prepared by working committees 
in consultation with the staff of the council's divisions and departments, wild. 
. be presented for consideration and action to the Central Committee. 


Approximately sixty of the church leaders convened here will attend sessions 
of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees to work out the long- 
“range strategy of the WCC's multi-million dollar annual programme of aid to 
refugees and churches. 


A feature of this year's meeting of the division will be special reports on 
Tunisia based on surveys commissioned by the division as a guide in planning 
future programmes there. Other reports will deal with the World Council's pro- 
grammes for the UN-sponsored World Refugee Year and with migration, world hunger 
and over-population. 


Major items scheduled on the agenda of nectings of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs include "diplomatic recognition and represen~- 
tation at the United Nations, including the problem of China", the cessation of 
nuclear weapons testing, disarmament and the "Berlin questicn". 


Other meetings scheduled here include those of the commissions planning “Ae 
WCC's next assembly to be held in Asia in 1961 and joint sessions of leaders of 
the WCC and the International Missionry Council. 


The meetings in this village have special significance for leaders of the 
World Council's refugee work. Located here is a WCC-sponsored vocational train~ 
ing school in which sixty refugee youth are being tought the skills to equip tnom 
for a variety of trades. Graduates of the school have been unusually successirul 
in finding jobs and adjusting themselves to life in Austria and there is a long 
waiting list of applicants. EPS, Geneva 
Mey 
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East German Newspaper Attacks Kirchentag 
(Berlin) - "Neue Zeit", official newspaper of the Christian Democratic Party in 


East Germany, has attacked plans for the ninth German Evangelical Kirchentag as 
"clearly showing a political bias". (See EPS, No. 29) 


Citing what it termed "irrefutable facts" the newspaper said that the 
Kirchentag cannot be called "an all German gathering" because it will give 
"hardly any attenticn" to the problems of the churches in East Germany. 


Further , it said, the Kirchentag speakers do not include "a single person- 
ality who is prominent in the public or political life of the DDR, while a number 
ooo and theological extremists from West Germany" will address Kirchentag 
ra eS e : 


"In spite of its misleading title", Neue Zeit said, "the Kirchentag does not 
possess a single characteristic which entitles it to call itself 'all-German'. 
Its organisers, its sources of finance, its social outlook, its patterns of thought, 
its themes and the way they are dealt with, its speakers and the way they are 
selected, all clearly show political bias." EPS, Geneva 


Bast German Christian Youth Denied Right to Attend School 


(Hamburg) - Participation in the Youth Dedication ceremonies in East Germany is 
now mandatory for admission to high school, it has been reported here. 


An article published in "Die Welt", an independent West German daily news— 
paper reports that a youth in Chemnitz whose school record is “well above average"! 
has been denied permission to enroll in high school because he will not take 
part in the ceremony. 


It said that the Commnist organization in the concern in which the boy's 
father is employed had been notified that "in spite of repeated discussions, the 
plaintiff refuses to send his son to the Youth Dedication. The reason he gives 
is that he has raised his son as a Christian anc cannot suddenly change the course 
of his life." 


Tt added that in selecting pupils for the school, "preference is naturally 
given to boys and girls who have taken the vow of loyalty to our state at the 
Youth Dedication". 


Communist officials in East Germany had earlier denied thot pressure was 
being exerted on youth to participate in the ceremony. EPS, Geneva 


German Youth Will Not Attend Vienna Festival 


(Berlin) -~ Plans have been cancelled to send student observers fron the German 
Evangelical Student Movement (Studentengeme inde) to the Communist-inspired World 
Student and Youth Festival being held this week in Vienna. (See EPS, No. 29) 


Organization leaders said the original decision was reversed because of 
unacceptable conditions inposed by East German governnent authorities in granting 
visas to East German youth. They said the DDR officials had demanded that the 
original group of six students be cut to four and th:t they 211 be members of one 
of the Communist-sponsored youth groups in East Germany. 


As a result, Movenent officials said, no delegation will be sent from 
either West or East Germany. Originally twolve students - six from the East | 
and six from the West - were scheduled to attend. EPS, Geneva 
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Bishop Dibelius Criticizes Panphlet Attacking Niendller 


(Berlin) - The anonymous circulation in Germany of a pamphlet attacking Dr. 
_ Martin Niemoller has been vigorously protested against by Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Berlin-Brandenburg. . 


. In an interview quoted in the daily newspaper "Der Tagesspiegel" , Bishop 
_ ODibelius described as "pure lies, whose purpose is merely to injure someone's 
- reputation" allegations contained in the publication. 


He called it "an example of unfair methods of attack" and said that "things 
said and written by a Protestant pastor should not be completely distorted by 
deliberately shifting their emphasis". 


| The anonymous author of the pamphlet charges Dr. Niemdoller with being a 
Fascist during World War II and implies thet he is now a Communist sympathiser. 


ma The president of the Evangelical Church of Hessen-Nassau, West Germany, Dr. 

' WNieméller is 2n cutspoken advoente of the cessation of nuclesr testing and disar- 
- mament and is generally regarded as one of the most controversial figures in 
the German churches. 


Dr. Dibelius said that while he dees "nct agree with Dr. Niemdller's ideas 
either in politics or church affairs, nevertheless we must be just about the 
real concern of his life and efforts". 


"Tt can hardly be contested", he added, "that Dr. Niemoller is sincerely 
and deeply concerned in spreading the Christian message as he interprets it. " 


The pamphlet was published by a printing house in West Germany. Tens of 
thousands are renorted to have been distributed in East and West Germany. 
EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


The International Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ, US) 
have donated $1,000 toward the relocation of the Protestant Pavilion at the 
Brussels World Fair as a permanent religious centre in that city. The gift 
was announced by the American section of the Continuing International Christian 
Committee for a Permanent Centre in Belgium as "the first of the larger denomina- 
tional gifts". The committee is trying to raise about $260,000 to convert the 
pavilion into a permanent centre. 


Zhe tas 


There are more than 300,000 children in Sundey schools in Finland, accor 
ing to figures released at the annual conference of the Finnish Sunday School 
Association. The report said they are taught by 25,000 voluntary teachers who 

“have been trained by the parishes in cooperation with the association. 


a 


Union Theological Seminary's chapel in Manila has its first new organ, 
thanks to the generosity of Christian women in Osaka, Japan. Some 1,000 women 
members of churches in Osaka raised nore than $300 to purchase the organ as "a 
token of our love in Christ towards the Filipino people". 
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Lutheran missionaries were sent to open new fields in 17 countries in the 
past decade, according to figures released by the Lutheran World Federation. 
LWF officials said eight of these fields were in Latin America, six in Asia and 
three in Africa. Staff was listed at about 3,800 persons - a fifty per cent 
increase over 1950. 


as Shas 


Petitions demanding legal recognition are being circuleted by Jehovah's 
Witnesses in Argentina. The Argentine constitution guarantees religious 
freedom for all confessions, but members of the sect have not been permitted to 
hold services of worship or meetings, according to reports. HEerlier petitions 
have been ignored by the government. Co-religionists in Bolivia, Chile, Para- 
guay and Uruguay are also securing names on similar petitions, to support the 


cause in Argentina, it has been learned. 


gp ls 


The first international conference dealing with the history of the anti- 
Nazi Confessing Church in Germany established during the Hitler dictatorship 
is scheduled August 17 - 20 at the Evangelical Leademy at Tutzing, Germany e 


Churchnen from the USA, Canada, Britain, Germany, Switzerland and Scandinavian 


countries will attend. Lecture topics will include an analysis of comments on 
the church struggle in Germany in British press and publications and the sig- 
nificance of the Confessing Church for the ecumenical movement. 


He ie 


A Protestant Boy Scout patrol in Offenbach, West Germany, is taking care 
of a Jewish cemetery in tHe district, despite some opposition from adults who 
have been quoted as saying that "young Christians should not be concerned with 
the care of Jewish cemeteries". However, a spokesman for the patrol said, they 
intend to provide reguler care for the cenetery and will crect a stone with the 
inscription "In memory of the dead, and a reminder to the living". EPS, Geneva 
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World Conference Maps Action in Areas of Change 


(Salonica) - Churches in all parts of the world will be encouraged to take a 
mach more active part in meeting human need in rapidly changing "underdeveloped" 
areas as a result of an eight-day world conference that closed at Anatolia 
College, near Salonica, Greece, last Sunday night, August 2. 


Three long and closely written reports were approved for editing by final 
sessions. They deal with social and cultural changes, political action and 
economic development. 


The reports will not be published until after presentation to the World 
Council of Churches Central Committee at its meeting scheduled to be held on the 
island of Rhodes, Greece, August 19 = 27. 


They range over what churches can do in technological expansion, family life, 
race relations, education, reform of their own worship and structure, relations 
with governments, technical assistance and capital investment, labour relations, 
rural welfare projects, and housing. 


. Other recommendations for action cover closer contact with leaders of in- 
dependence movements in colonial territories and reconsideration of missionary 
work in the light of the emergence of local leadership in the new churches and 


nations. 
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Presentation of the reports was the climax of intensive three-year studies 
conducted in "pilot areas" of Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Near East. 
The "Rapid Social Change" study was authorized’. by the World Council of Churches 
in 1955 and will lead to the publication of two books in late 1960. Conference 
chairman Egbert de Vries, director of the Institute of Social Studies at the 
Hague, Netherlands, will write one of the books. Author of the other will be 
conference secretary Paul Abrecht, who is also executive secretary of the WCC's 
Department on Church and Society, which conducted the total study. 


Recommendations going forward from the world conference, which was attended 
by 150 participants from 34 countries, ask for intensive follow up over the next 
few years by the WCC. If approved, the new proposals will result in the sending 
of study and advisory teams into villages and urban areas where big changes are 
taking place. 


Many delegates to the conference were lay workers in government, social and 
political scientists, international civil servants and teachers. They will use 
conference findings as guideposts in planning future policy in their own pro- 
fessions, in cooperation with other workers, Christians and non-Christians. 


The conference, the first church meeting of its kind, was attended by a 
majority of non-theologians. Representation from Asia, Africa and Latin America 
was mainly by nationals from those countries. 


Although conference reports highlighted the importance of active Christian 
participation in the movement for national democracy and independence in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America, a warning sounded by Professor Margery Perham of Nuffield 
College, Oxford, was also noted for future action. 


Professor Perham remarked that in the justifiable enthusiasm to see people 
emancipated in Africa the churches must not lose sight of the special problems 
of colonial administrators. She said that relatively peaceful progress toward 
national independence was being made in countries like Nigeria and that the 
churches must help colonial administrators in more unsettled parts of the world. 
She called for sympathy with them in their difficult jobs and said they should 
be helped to become valuable "servants" as administrators, in lands where they 
were formerly "masters". 


Dutch Reformed Churchman Speaks _on Race 


On Saturday (August 1) the Rev. A-M. Meiring, moderator of the Dutch Ref ormed 
Church of the Transvaal, South Africa, made a statement to the conference on his 
church's attitude to racial differences. 


Taking issue with a previous speaker, Dr. G. Kiano - a leading figure in 
Kenya politics - he said that it was not true that his church condones racial 
injustice or appealed to Scriptures to justify discrimination. 


Mr. Meiring said that although his church did not go all the way with the 


“WCC's view that racial discrimination and segregation in all their forms were 


wrong it had officially associated itself with the position that "no single 

race may deem itself entitled to a privileged position and consider itself 
superior to other races" and that "the unquestioned equality of all races, peoples 
and manifestations of the true Church must be recognized according to the Seri p- 
tures", 


2 
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The Dutch Reformed leader went on to say that his church supported the view 
that "no direct scriptural evidence can be produced for or against the intermix- 
ture of races through marriage", but "the well-being of the Christian community 
and the pastoral care of the church necessitate that due consideration be given 
to the legal, social and cultural factors which affect such marriages". 


Mr. Meiring said he was quoting a statement made by the General Assembly of 
the Ecumenical Synod of Reformed Churches held at Potchefstroom, South Africa, 
in August 1958. 


American Missionary Calls for New Methods 


Addressing the conference on "Missions and Rapid Social Change", Dr. Virgil 


“Sly of the USA declared that "missions, being very human, have carried forward 


their work within the security of the status quo". Dr. Sly, who is a vice- 
president of the National Council of Churches in the USA and chairman of the 
council's division of Foreign Missions, went on: "The status quo no longer exists. 
Our work, if carried on within the revolutionary areas of social change, must be 
one with the concerns of the younger churches as they face, with creative Christian 
action, such issues as affect the living needs of their people." 


Recalling that the missionary in the past was "in the dominant position", 
Dr. Sly said "in the future he is merely a person in a direct church-to~church 
relationship. Missionaries who cannot fit into this pattern and direction will 
be unhappy," he added, "and should be recalled". 


Niles Urges "Solidarity" with Non-Christians 


"God loved the world", Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon told the conference in an 
earlier address. "The world means man and his whole society in all their re- 
lationships. The churches of Asia are not in solidarity with the world. We 
are in a process and a mood of disengagement." 


Dr. Niles is general secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference, new 
cooperative agency officially constituted last May. 


He said that although there was much talk about the prophetic task of the 
Church in Asia there was not much prophetic action. 


One way of breaking out of introversion according to Dr. Niles is to try to 


see how God is working in contemporary Asian events. "Sooner or later we must 
begin a real conversation among the churches about what is happening in China", 
he urged. "What is God doing in, for and with China?" He expressed concern 


about the tendency to evade any prophetic interpretation of the Chinese up- 
heaval. 


"Then there is the whole Asian response to Western aid in all its forms", 
the Ceylon churchman continued. "Who but the Church can learn to say that the 
past is forgiven and forgotten?" 


In a plea for "direct address" to governments, Dr. Niles said that the 
Church had an obligation to make statements in the name of "the Lord who is 
sovereign". He emphasized that "whether the governments believe in Him or not 
is immaterial", recalling that the Old Testament prophets had chosen specific 
points of social justice and spoken out to the rulers of big nations. 


"Whether you are talking about the racial situation in South Africa or in 
Ceylon, in the one case in terms of colour, in the other in terms of language", 
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he said, "there can be no compromise. We cannot burn incense before Caesar." 


Describing delays’ in helping victims of the Ceylon communal rioting be- 
cause of the need for clearances from higher church committees, Dr. Niles said 
that small groups of Christians should get on with emergency welfare work in 
cooperation with Hindus and others without waiting for official clearance. 


He also recalled Christian influence in the lives of India's Prime Minister, 
Pandit Nehru and of Mahatma Ghandi, neither man a Christian. In a reference to 
the long association between Ghandi and the Rev. C.F. Andrews, Dr. Niles observed 
"what incalculable good has come to India because Mahatma Ghandi had ©.F. Andrews 
among his personal friends". . EPS, Geneva 


Ss eS EO ee 


(Salonica) - An international expert on the underdeveloped areas has called on 
the churches to give a lead in "emancipating" the populations of the new netions 
of Africa, Asia and Letin America. 


Dr. Egbert de Vries, Director of the School of Social Studies at the Hague, 
Netherlands, told an international World Council of Churches conference on pr ob- 
lems of rapid social change (See also EPS page 1) that"if there is one organi- 
zation in the world that can help in real emancipation it is the Church". 


The social scientist, who is chairman of the conference, was formerly head 
of the agricultural section of the World Bank and has travelled in most of the 
34 countries represented at the meeting. 


Painting a picture of the problems raised for people in transition from old 
established societies to new nations, Dr. de Vries underlined the defects of 
colonial administration in many countries. "There is an increasing distance 
developing between people and the government," he declared. 'Formerly people 
had some say in their tribal government. Now the government is de-centralized 
but impersonal. New taxes are imposed that people cannot even understand." 


Dr. de Vries said that, with the break-up of old customs and beliefs, people 
living in new industrial societies are "thrown back upon themselves, more alone, 
more isolated". 


He cited attempts to "crush out the old society, and the quicker the better" 
and said this only added to the spiritual problems of the population. "But the 
opposite tendency is to try to leave well alone," he added» "Under many colonial 
regimes there is an attempt to see that everything dangerous is forbidden by 
means of volumes of regulations." 


Dr. de Vries asked for "responsible emancipation" that would help people to 
stand on their own feet. He was critical of the trend to take refuge in dreams _ 
about returning to a glorious past. "There is also the image of the near future, 
when everything will be much better," he continued. "This is the idea of the 
five year plans — a glorious future when all will be well in five years‘ time - 
and then there is another five year plan, and another,'' he commented. 


Economist Rebukes "Academics" 


In another address, Mr. Denys Munby, reader in Economics in the University 
of Oxford, England, said that "Christian ethics is not merely a matter for the- 
ologians". "I believe that a great deal of trouble is caused in the Christian 
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Church by the imperialism of theologians, and perhaps more important, church 
leaders," he said. . 


"Traditional Christian ethics", Mr. Munby told the conference's 150 parti- 
cipants from 34 countries, "whether found in the Bible, the traditions of the 
early Church, the tomes of mediaeval or Reformation theologians, or in the pro- 
Beg, of Christian bodies, was by and large relevant to this pre-industrial 
society. 


But," he said, "an ethics applicable to these circumstances is clearly not 
applicable to a world in rapid change, where face-to-face relationships are only 
a small part of people's lives". 


Mr. Munby went on to attack academic people for "thinking and theorizing" 
rather than acting. 


"The Characteristic sin of the academic", he continued, "is to believe that 
his particular activity is of some supreme importance. Unfortunately, thinkers 
have an advantage over ordinary people in that they can speak and write. They 
have always been propagandists for their own imperialisms, and throughout history 
they have been the earliest and most successful brain-washers. The institutions 
in which they perform these operations are called universities." 


Mr. Munby outlined the difficult choices faced by administrators in economic 
life when they had to determine policy on the use of available resources. He 
said the alternatives were never simple and had to be faced on a basis of de- 
tailed knowledge and experience. 


These, according to Mr. Munby are "human choices, not the sort of choice 
that can be put into an electronic computer. But", he affirmed, "human choices 
are better and more sensible when the pros and cons are clearly laid out and 
their consequences weighed." 


x Other speakers in early sessions of the conference included Professor Heinz 
OD. Wendland of Minster, West Germany, and Sri M.M. Thomas of Kerala, South India. 
¥e - EPS, Geneva 


Kenya Political Leader Wants "Militant" Church 


(Salonica) - The Christian churches in Africa were urged at the WCC's International 
Conference on Rapid Social Change to take a more direct line in facing up to prob- 
lems of housing, land redistribution and national independence movenents. 


% Dr. G. Kiano, a leading African figure in Kenya politics, said in a "frank" 
speech thet it was "the job of the Church to speak loudly from the pulpit, not 
politically, but in the name of justice and saying 'this is wrong'", 


He told 150 Christian leaders from 34 countries - mostly laymen - that 
social changes were not taking place fast enough for the taste of most Africans. 
"There may be misconceptions in what I have said", he declared, "but you need to 
know the misconceptions about the Church that aro there. Without knowing what 
makes us mad you can't really understand us." 


The Kenya nationalist leader claimed that urban wages in Central and East 
African countries were unjust. He said the present minimum wage in Kenya was 
based on the needs of single men from rural areas employed in the towns and was 
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not enough for their wives and families left behind in rural areas. 


Vigorously hitting at housing conditions in the towns that made it difficult 
for wives and families to live with the men, he said families were being split. 
"TJ am deeply concerned at the jeopardy of the African family institution", Dr. 
Kiano continued. "Rural delinquency is spreading. How do children grow in the 
rural areas without a father image?" 


Dr. Kiano asked the churches to work for types of housing "designed for 
family living in towns". 


Although he congratulated the World Council of Churches for helping the 


churches in the field of social action, Dr. Kiano cautioned that the time for 


action was short. He declared that the next five years were crucial for nation- 
al independence movements. "Today most nationalist leaders have respect for 
the Church", he went on, but added that this respect would be lost if Africans 
were not helped toward "freedom". 


"The Christian Church mst be peaceful but militant", he said. "We are not." 


Calling landlessness "the most emotional issue today in East and Central 
Africa", Dr. Kiano claimed that some Christians had created a bad impression 
among landless Africans by buying up land in the White Highlands area of Kenya 
and settling down there. He attacked land policies that led to "over-populated 


' African reserves alongside underpopulated European areas". 


Christian Givisiveness also came under fire in Dr. Kiano's speech. He said 
that a typical African village inhabited by people of one tribe had to put up with 
the competitive practices and ideas of groups as different as Roman Catholics, 
Anglicans and Seventh Day Adventists. "How ean a Christian Church like this help 
to form people into a common nation?" EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Charles T. Leber Dies in Brazil 


(Sao Paulo) - Dr. Charles T. Leber, general secretary of the Commission on 
Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, 
died of a heart attack during the meetings of the World Presbyterian Alliance 
in Brazil on July 30. 


Dr. Leber, who was 60, had worked as a missionary leader since 1936 for 
recognition of the ecumenical character of the missionary task. He stood for 
close cooperation between different daenominations and inaugurated many experi- 
ments in sending "fraternal workers" as servants of churches in other countries. 
His work in this field in France was. recognized earlier this year by a French 
government award of the Legion of Honour. 


Dr. Leber served as first chairman of the Division of Foreign Missions of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA and was prominent in 


meetings of the International Missionary Council and other ecumenical gatherings. 
EPS, Geneva 


>t ae ee,” 


ie) f 


No. 31- August 7th, 1959. : 7 


Aid Asked for Flood Victims in West Pakistan 


(Geneva) - An appeal to churches to aid victims of floods in West Pakistan, 
described as among the worst/in history, has been launched by the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. 


In asking the WCi's aid, the West Pakistan Christian Council reported that 
about 4,000 Christian families in 200 villages have been affected by the floods. 
Property damage has been widespread. 


The Pakistan council has allocated Rs 46,500 (#9,800) for food and medicines 
for the victims and has sent another Rs 2,000 to the government agency organizing 
relief work. "But now our funds and resources are well-nigh exhausted, while 
there still looms over us the threat of further extension or recurrence of this 
disaster," the report said, asking for help with money and commodities, such as 
wheat, dry milk, butter or vegetable oil, clothingand medicines. 


The three major rivers of the country, Ravi, Chanab and Jhelum, all flooded 
simultaneously. 


Church World Service,. relief and rehabilitation arm of the Netional Council 
of Churches in the USA, has sent $5,000 to the area and is shipping 20,000 
pounds of cottonseed oil and a million multi-vitamin tablets. EPS, Geneva 


YMCA Roman Catholic Leaders Meet 


(Geneva) - Twenty-one delegates from eight countries have met in Geneva in a 
first international meeting of its kind held under the auspices of the World 
Alliance of YMCAs. 


The meeting issued a statement that YMCA membership has "strengthened the 
faith of Roman Catholics and contributed greatly to mutual respect between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics in the YMCA". 


Members of the group asked for more mectings of Roman Catholic YMCA members 
"on the widest possible basis". They said such gatherings should aim "to carry 
further the study of the place of Roman Catholics in the YMCA, give per ticular 
attention to urgent questions of programme and leadership, examine ways in which 
the work of the YMCA can be interpreted to Roman Catholic assistance of YMCA work 


among Roman Catholics". 


Countries represented at the Geneva meeting included Belgium, Italy, France, 
Germany, England, Austria, USA and Switzerland. EPS, Geneva 


Africa Sunday School Curriculum Progresses 


(Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia) -— Reports coming in from all parts of Africa south of 
the Sshara say that 182 writers are preparing lesson material for a new Africa 


_ Sunday School Curriculum being prepared under the general guidance of the World 


Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Associations. 


Editors Derrick Cuthbert and Henry Makulu aim to bring out numbers of text 
books for the operation of the new curriculun by the end of June 1961. 


Writing of the new material follows four regional African consultations held 
in 1955 and 1956 and the development of a syllabus in cooperation with churches 
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and Christian councils for the whole area. 


Texts will be translated from English into French, Portuguese and 70 ver- 
nacular languages. Some twenty vernaculars have been given priority. 


A meeting of the editorial board for the new curriculum, held at Kitwe 
last June, decided to make contact with national Christian councils so as to begin 
leadership training for use of the new Sunday School resources. 


The editorial board told the World Council of Christian Education that the 
new curriculum had already "given rise to new planning and enthusiasm in our 
churches, and has come at this most opportune time in Africa". EPS, Geneva 


World Presbyterian Alliance Holds Council Sessions 


(Sao Paulo) = More than 300 delegates from 70 different Reformed and Presbyterian 
ehurch bodies from 50 nations attended the 18th meeting of the General Council 
of the World Presbyterian Alliance in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on July 27 - August 6. 


The Alliance meeting marked the first time in history that a major Protes- 
tant confessional group has met in Latin America and the first time since the 
Alliance was formed in 1875 that it has met outside the English-speaking world. 


More than 1,200 persons packed the First Independent Presbyterian Church 
in downtown Sao Paulo to hear Alliance President John A. Mackay of the United 
States open the council with a speech calling on Protestant churches throughout 
the world to broaden their vision of and their enthusiasm for the Christian life. 
Dr. Mackay spoke in Spanish. He retired in June as president of Princeton 
Theological Seminary in Princeton, New Jersey. Dr. Mackay told the congregation 
that structure, doctrine, liturgy and sacraments are not enough in the life of 
the Church. "We need enthusiasm in our Christian life," he urged. And we must 
remember, too, he said,that a "sense of mission is the essence of the Church". | 


Joining Dr. Mackay in the opening evening service of the ten-day meeting 
was the organization's general secretary, Dr. Marcel Pradervand of Geneva, and 
Alliance vice-presidents, Dr. Benjamin Moraes of Brazil, Dr. G. Campbell Wads- 
worth of Canada and Dr. Josef L. Hromadka of Czechoslovakia. 


At a later session, Dr. Pradervand was unanimously re-elected Alliance 


‘executive secretary, to serve until the next council meeting, scheduled for 1964. 


Main theme of the council session was "The Servant Lord and His Servant 
People". Dr. James I. McCord, new Princeton president, reminded delegates that 
the theme had been studied in more than 25 theological seminaries around the 
world during the past year. ‘In our age", he continued, "the Church has become 
introverted, has developed an esoteric theological vocabulary for the initiated 
and has broken off conversation with the world." EPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


A World Conference of Pentecostal Churches will be held in Jerusalem, May 
18 - 21, 1961, on the invitation of the government of Israel. The climax of 
the meeting will be on Whitsunday, in commemoration of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit ta the followers of Jesus in Jerusalem. : 
; x % 
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Colonel R.J.A. Hornby has been appointed as chief information officer of the 
Church of England within the recognized Information Office established by the 
Church Assembly. Colonel Hornby, who takes up the new post early in 1960, is 
director of public relations for the British land forces in the Far East. 


mere 


The Roman Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium, has established courses 
on ecumenical questions, to commence next October. The new teaching programme 
aims to study ecumenical issues in preparation for the forthcoming Ecumenical 
Council of the Roman Catholic Church announced by the Pope last January. 


rise kit 


4 Patriarch Theodosios VI of the Syrian Orthodox Church of Antioch has been 
visiting the Russian Orthodox Church in the Soviet Union at the invitation of the 
Moscow Church's Patriarch Alexius. The Patriarch of Antioch is accompanied by 
three of his metropolitans and previously conferred en route with the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople in Istanbul. 


ruth as 


F: The executive committee of the World Alliance of YMCAs has sent out an 
appeal to all its national bodies asking for help for the YMCA in the Belgian 
Congo. The committee reports that a considerable sum of money is needed if 

work there is to be carried on independently. Much damage was done last January 
_ to the YMCA building in Leopoldville when trouble broke out during a meeting of 
_Abako leaders. 


7 Ge 


Lutheran publishers from the United States, Scandinavia and Germany expressed 
the desire for closer cooperation at a conference in Copenhagen convened by the 
Iutheran World Federation at the end of July. A continuation committee consist- 
ing of Dr. H. Torrey Walker (USA), Swedish editor Allan Hofgren, and Professor 
Robert Geisendérfer of Munich, has been set up to investigate ways of cooperation. 
A second conference for publishers is to be organized by the LWF to take place in 
about 3 years' time, in which the younger churches in Asia and Africa will take 
part. EPS, Geneva 


Periodical 
The Student World 


The first conference in connection with the study programme on the Life and 

Mission of the Church, which has been undertaken by the World's Student Christian 
Federation, was held in Rangoon, Burma, last Christmas. The most recent issue of 
'The Student World' (III, 1959), Federation quarterly, contains two speeches and 

- two working party reports from this conference, and other related material. The 
editorial, "The Significance of Rangoon", is by Kentaro Shiozuki, WSCF Secretary 
from Japan, and the addresses are "What Is God Doing in the Life of the Church", 
by Harry Daniel, general secretary of the Indian SCM, and "The New Man in Christ 
and Renascent Buddhism in Ceylon", by Thirulogendran Kandiah, a student from 
Ceylon. An article by R.P. Kramers of the Christian Study Centre on Chinese 
Religion in Hong Kong is entitled "The Church and Chinese Buddhism". Two working 
party reports on "The Form and Nature of the Congregation", and "The New Man in 
Christ and the Faiths of Mankind", the statement of the East Asia Christian Con- 
ference on "Next Steps in Asia in the Study of ‘The World of God and the Living 
Faiths of Men'", and an article by Alan Brash on "Changing Patterns in Missi onery 
Strategy" complete this part of the issue. There is also an Asian Travel Diary 

by Charles Long, WSCF Secretary with special responsibility for the Life and 

_ Mission of the Church study, and miscellaneous book reviews, including a review 

article by Daisuke Kitagawa of the woCc staff on "Christians and Race Relations 

: Today". ; EPS, Geneva 
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World Presbyterian Alliance Closes Sessions in Brazil 


(Sao Paulo) - In what was termed one of the most important actions among Calvin- 
4st churches since the Reformation, the World Alliance of Reformed and Fresby- 
terian Churches closed its Eighteenth General Council in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on 
August 7, with a call for a modern expression of the Reformed and Presbyterian 
faith. (See EPS No. 21) 


"Tt is high time to work on a new statement of the Reformed faith", the . 
delegetes declared to the General Council. "Such a statement, while remaining 
loyal to the Holy Scriptures and the faith of our fathers, at the same time 
would articulate it in the language of our day and in reference to the false 
teachings of our age." 


Nearly 300 voting delegates representing 77 different church bodies in 53 
countries approved the positive action. The council also approved the con- 
tinuation of meetings between representatives of the Alliance and the Inter- 

national Congregational Council, urging that the talks be broadened to include 
par ticipation by parish ministers and lay people. 


Elected to head the Alliance for the next five years is Dr. Ralph W. Lloyd, 
a former moderator of the Presbyterian Church, USA, and president of Maryville 
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College in Tennessee. He was a candidate for the presidency along with well- 
known Czech theologian, Dr. Josef Hromadka. Dr. Lloyd, 66, has been active for 
more than ten years in Alliance affairs. 


Other officers elected at Sao Paulo include the first woman vice-president 
in Alliance history. She is Lady MacDermott of Belfast, Northern Ireland, 
_ wife of the Lord Chief Justice of Northern Ireland, and the first head of the 
_ Women's Work Department of the Alliance. The other vice-presidents elected at 
Sao Paulo are Dr. Jose Borges dos Santos, Jr., moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church of Brazil; Bishop Emerilch Varga of the Reformed Christian Church of 
' Czechoslovakia; Bishop Cipriano Navarro of the United Church of Christ in the 
_ Philippines; Dr. J.D. Salmond of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand; Dr. 
’ Awa Ubagha of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Nigeria, and Dr. James E. Wagner, 
_ co-president of the United Church of Christ in the USA. 


General Council delegates, who met in Sao Paulo's modern Ibirapuera Park for 

_ their business and study sessions, also voted a major expansion in Allimce 

' activities. They approved doubling the budget to $146,000 a year and established 

_ permanent departments of theology, finance and information. At the same time 

_ the General Council vigorously reaffirmed the Princeton statement of the 1954 
General Council that the Alliance should develop its programme and give its wit- 

4 ness within the framework of the ecumenical movement, "being ever-willing to 

' subordinate its own interests". EPS, Geneva 


Philippine Churchmen Consider Rapid Social Change 


(Manila) - Nearly all the newly-independent nations in Asia have decided to 
adopt "the democratic ideology", according to Mr. Valentin Montes, the chairman 
of the Philippine Study Commission on Rapid Social Change. 


In a paper read before the commission, Mr. Montes underscored the four 
political trends in Asian nationalism, citing Communism3 the reaction towards 
the old paternalistic pattern of the small kingdoms; the traditional pattern 
of Western democracies; and Socialism within the Asian context. 


al ite ie 


The Christian responsibility towards areas of rapid social change is the 
- gubject of an intensive study being carried out by the World Council of Churches 
and involving studies in "pilot areas" in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the 
_ Near East (see EPS No. 31). 


In his paper, Mr. Montes called on the churches for "relevant preaching" 
and asked for political participation in government by church members. EPS, Geneva 


New Zealand Churches Protest Against Race Discrimination 


: (Christchurch).- A strong protest against racial discrimination has been meade 
by the National Council of Churches in New Zealand, after the country's Rugby 
Union Council announced that Maoris would be excluded from the rugby team to 


-tour South Africa in 1960. 


The churches said that while they were aware of the racial problems in 
South Africa, the Rugby Union was not obliged to exclude Maoris and South African 
rugby officials had not made such a request. The present intention, the chur- 
ches continued, is a denial of all that New Zealand has stood for in race re- 
lations in the past. One newspaper has estimated that 70 per cent of the New 


Zealand population opposes sending a team to South Africa if it is segregated. 
EPS, Geneva 
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LWF Commission on World Mission Meets in Denmark 


(Nyborg) - Progress in plans for the Lutheran World Federation radio station 
to be set up in Africa was reported during the annual meeting of the LWF's 
Commission on World Mission. Some 130 missionaries and churchmen attended the 
sessions from July 31 to August 6 in Nyborg, Denmark. 


The commission agreed to cooperate with other Christian bodies interested 
in radio work in countries in East Africa and Western Asia. It was announced 
that there is hope of an early \jand favourable reply to the federation's applica- 
tion for a radio franchise in Ethiopia, and it was stipulated by the commission 
that "no programme shall involve the station in partisan politics". The first 
member of the station's permanent staff is the administrative director, Mr. Allan 
G. Thompson of the United States. 


Among other subjects discussed at the week-long meeting was the training of 
pastors for Lutheran churches in Africa and Asia. Dr. Vilmos Vajta, director 
of the LWF Department of Theology in Geneva, urged that the level of scientific 
theological education be raised and expressed the view that Lutherans should not 
remain isolated in their educational programme but should cooperate in inter- 
denominational theological faculties. Dr. Tormod Vagen, secretary of the Nor- 
wegian Lutheran Mission in Oslo warned against too "many and large theological 
schools" which might easily become a burden in the future, and stressed the im- 
portance of a sense of vocation in the students chosen, 


Problems encountered in an experimental theological seminar, opened last 
February at Marangu, Tanganyika, were described by the Rev. M. Peltola of Finland, 
just returned from a term's lecturing there. Describing the language difficulty, 
Mr. Peltola reported that at the beginning of the course less than half the stu 
dents were able to express themselves satisfactorily in the official language, 
English. The different levels of education among the students, who came from 
12 church bodies in five African countries, was also an obstacle in planning 
the curriculun. 


The meeting approved plans for the second All-Africa Lutheran Conference 
to be held in September 1960 in Antsirabé, Madagascar, at which provision has 
been made for 250 participants from churches in nine different African countries. 
Theme of the meeting is to be "Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life". 


Also approved was a statement praising "the efforts of the Federation of 
Evangelical Iutheran Churches in India for closer fellowship and union", both 
among themselves and with the Church of South India, in which "deep interest" 
in "the progress made in both directions" was expressede The statement was 
drawn up by retired Bishop Johannes Sandegren of Sweden, former head of the 
Tamil Lutheran Church in South India. 


Among those present at the meeting were Dr. Cerl lund-Quist, general 
secretary of the Iutheran World Federations; Bishop Heinrich Meyer, chairman 
of the Commission on World Mission; Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, vice-chairman, 
and Dr. Arne Sovik, CWM director. EPS, Geneva 


Belgium to Increase Support for Congo Mission Schools 

(Brussels) - Mission schools in the Belgian Congo will receive increased aid 
from the Belgian government, according to an agreement just reached between the 
colonial administration and Protestant and Roman Catholic representatives. 
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The agreement, made in connection with a major school construction programme 
beginning next year, stipulates that each mission school classroom in the Congo 
will cost at least $1,500, including equipment. The total amount of the govern- 
ment appropriation has not been set. There are 7,131 foreign iisaionaries 
working in the Congo, including 5,553 Roman Catholics and 1,528 Protestants. 

EPS, Geneva 


South African Reform Urged | 


(Capetown, South Africa) - Major reforms in the constitution of South Africa which 
would guarantee "the liberties and rights of all races" have been called for in 
Capetown. 


The reforms are urged in a resolution adopted in a four-hour multi-racial 
closed mecting by representatives of various national church and secular or gani- 
zations « 


The meeting was convened by Dr. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop of 
Capetown and a leading opponent of South Africa's apartheid system. 


The resolution charges that South Africa has "failed to achieve social 
justice" and has "destroyed aivil liberty". It declares: "This conference 
recognizes that over the last fifty years of the Union's history, there have 
been important developments in many fields, but it considers the Union has thus 
far failed to achieve social justice and a minimum standard of living consistent 
with the barest essentials of health and decency for the vast majority and to a 
large extent has destroyed civil Liberty <" 


The resolution notes that the 50th anniversary of the creation of the Union 
will be celebrated on May 13, 1960, and asked that it be observed as a day of 
Msolemn dedication to the task of improving the Union's achievements and recti- 
fying mistakes so as to render the next 50 years happier than the first". 

EPS, Geneva 


Protestantism in Poland Undergoes Crisis 


(Berlin) - According to figures taken from the almanac. of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Poland, printed in Warsaw, the church is today holding 
24.7 churches, 161 chapels, 1955 vicarages and 585 ceneteries. 


These are unevenly distributed over the country, so that almost half the 
number of cemeteries in the country are in the Masura district. Most of the 
churches are located here and in the Kattowitz district, 70 being in the first 
and 66 in the second area. On the other hand, in the comparatively large 
diocese of Pomerania (Greater Poland) there are only 27 churches and 17 
chapels held by the Evangelical Church. 


Numerous Protestant churches, protected during the Second World War, are 
now used for Roman Catholic services, as a direct consequence of the migration 
of the German-speaking population to the West. The number of Protestants in 
the formerly predominantly Evangelical town of Stettin has dwindled from be- 
tween 200,000 and 300,000 to approximately 600 since the ware EPS, Geneva 
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Ethiopia-Sovies Pact Stirs Concern 


Awe ee awe See (Soa 


(Addis Ababa, Ethiopia) - Coricern that the new joint trade and economic pact 
between Ethiopia and the Soviet Union may result in a change in the Ethiopian 
government's traditional pro-Christian position, has been voiced by Coptic Church 
leaders; 


In an interview at Addis Ababa, church officials described the treaty as 
only one of a numoer of signs of the growing cooperation between the two coun- 
irises and expressed apprehension that alliance with an avowedly atheistic power 
may pose serious problems for the Church. 


They noted that Tass, the official Soviet news agency, has commented on the 
"many useful talks on cooperation between the two countries in maintaining world 
peace and achieving the freedom and independence of the African peoples". Further, 
_ they said, there has been a steady stream of Ethiopian students going to Moscow 
to stucy. 


Meanwhile, Western missionaries in this area reported they are "as free as 
ever" in conducting their work. They said a strong evangelical church is grow- 
ing under national leadership and that the Ethiopian government has granted per- 
mission to open five new mission outposts. EPS, Geneva 
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Roman Catholic Theologian Hails Ecumenical Movement 


_ (Union City, N.J.) - A Roman Catholic theologian has described the ecumenical 
movement of the Protestant churches as "the greatest development in religious 
history since the Reformation". ; 

Writing in "The Sign, a national US Roman Catholic magazine, published in 
Union City, N.g.,; Father John L. Hardon, S.J., said that the movement constitutes 

‘ a "revoluticnary chance in the attitude of non-Catholic bodies which are seriously 
trying to heal their Gisharmony". He added: "For practical purposes the 
ecumenical movement in modern times may be identified with the formation of the 
World Council of Shurehes, whose juridical existence is less than 20 years old". 


The success of the movement, Father Hardon said, "will depend upon what 
values become dominans in the member churches (of the World Council). If the 
rigid Reformation theory prevails, according to which the Church's unity is 

invisible and disunity inevitable, then the movement is destined to failure." 


"A more hopeful judgment", he continued, "is given by those who take their 
stand with the actionists in the World Council and prefer to work and pray ‘as 
the Holy Spirit may guide us‘. 


"The sanguine element wishes to find 'the way that leads beyond mere 
cooperation to a true wiity that will make clear to the whole world that, as 
there can be only one Body of Christ, so there is only one Body which is the 
Church of His people'." 


"These sentiments", he continued, "reflect a balanced appraisal of a new 

_ spirit in Protestantism that the Holy See has recognized in official docunents 
and described as an insp? zation of grace, leading all men to the unity for which 

Christ has prayed to His Father." 


*, Father Hardécn is the author of "Christianity in Conflict", a Roman Catholic. 
study of Protestantism to be published soon. He is a member of the faculty of 


nq West Baden (Indiana) College. EPS, Geneva 
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New Missionary Relationship Asked 


(Geneva) - More missionaries are needed today in Asia than ever before, but they 
must come in a new relationship to the churches they serve, Dr. D.T. Niles, 
general secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference, told a meeting at the 
World Council's Ecumenicsl Institute near Geneva recently. 


An essential part of that new relationship, he declared, must be the sharing 
he ae and American) churches and the churches in Asia and other parts of 
e world. 


"The essence of the missionary calling", Dr. Niles said, "is to adopt another 
people as one's own and to share completely in the life of the Church among this 
people. The process, however, must be two-way. There must be opportunities for 
Asian churches to share in the life and mission of European and American churches 
as well as the other way round." 


Dr. Niles addressed 80 pastors and missionaries from 25 countries who have 
just completed a course at the WCC's Institute on "The Mission of the Church in 
Conditions of Rapid Social Change". 


Dr. Niles described "Secular engagement" as central to the mission of the 
Church today. This means, he said "learning how to take seriously one's respon- 
sibility as a Christian in the midst of the secular world, without trying to 
dominate it". 


"The main responsibility for this", he added, "will fall to the laymen 
backed by the witness of the worshipping community. Christian evangelism", 
be predicted, "will centre in such witness in the future, rather than in 
church institutions." EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


The Ecumenical Patriarch of the Eastern Orthodox Church, Athenagoras, has 
told a Religious News Service reporter that he plans to visit the United States, 
probably in 1961. The propased trip would be his first since he was named 
to his church's highest post in 1948. At that time he was Archbishop Athena- 

goras, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America. 


* * 


Sir Jacob Epstein's 11-foot high statue, "Ecce Homo", will not be placed 
in Selby Abbey in England, after a controversy among parish members, some of whom 
described the work as "hideous, too mcdernistic and cruel". 


rier 


A party of ten New Zealanders, including at least three Maoris, will visit 
Indonesia for a month in early 1960, according to the Rev. Alan A. Brash, general 
secretary of the New Zealand National Council of Churches. The invitation came 
from the Indonesian council of churches. Mr. Brash said that if the visit is 
successful, a return visit of a group of Indonesian Christians will probably 
be arranged for December, 1960. 

4 


The Rev. Roderick S. French of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the US 
has been named associate secretary in the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches. He begins his new appointment in Geneva on September 1. 


thie 
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Dr. Laszlo M. Pakozdy, professor and vice dean of the Reformed Theological 
Academy in Debrecen, Hungary, left recently for a three-month study tour to the 
Bible countries - the United Arab Republic, Lebabnon, Jordan and Turkey. The 
tour, arranged by the German Evangelical Institute for Archaeology in the Holy 
Land, will help Professor Pakozdy in work on a new translation of the Bible into 
Hungarian. He is secretary of the Old Testament Commission. 


eet 96 


The National Council of Churches in New Zealand is trying to work out a 
joint arrangement with the New Zealand government to establish a home for a hun- 
dred aged White Russian refugees, now in northern China. The Rev. Alan A. Brash, 
NCC general secretary, said that if the government will make a grant covering 50 
per cent of the maintenance cost for the next ten years, "the churches and the : 
community would be able to meet the balance". 


ek 


The Cook Islands Christian Church has been admitted as a member of the 
National Council of Churches in New Zealand. The NCC will send a representative 
to the church's assembly in 1960 and made a contribution of £400 to mect an 
urgent need in the islands, "as a symbol of the newrelationship". 


* X 


Patriarch Theodosios VI of Damascus, head of the Syrian Orthodox Church of 
Antioch and All the Orient, has left Moscow after a tour of the USSR. While in 
Russia he conferred with leaders of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


x27 36 
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A state grant of 40,000 Forints (approximately $2,000) has been made by 
the Hungarian government for the restoration of the oldest church building of 
the Hungarian lutheran Church, dating back to the 13th century. The church, 
situated in the Transdamibion village of Lovaszpatona, is regarded as an im- 


- portant art monument. 


The first biography of Martin Niemdller has just been published in Hamburg, 
edited by Dietmar Schmidt. An English translation entitled "Pastor Niendoller" 
has been issued by Cdham's Press, London, and Doubleday will bring out an 
American edition in the rear future. 

% % 


For the first time, gifts to Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service in the 
British Council of Churches hey »reached £400,000 (1,120,000) in one year. The 
‘council announced that half the record amount was received during Christian Aid 
Week last May when churches in 600 areas of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Treland took part in the special fund-raising effort. EPS, Geneva 


NOTE: Dr. George MacLeod, fcrmer moderator of the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland is not one of the speakers at the Munich Kirchentag, as statod <n 


EPS No. 29 of July 24th, 1959. EPS, Geneva 
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370,000 _at_ Final Kirchentag Service 


(Munich) - Crowds estimated at upwards of 370,U0U persons gathered in Munich 
Sunday, August 16th, for the final session of the 1959 German Evangelical 
Kirchentag. 


Meeting under clearing skies after a mid-summer's downpour, they thronged 
the city's mammoth Theresienwiese Park and adjoining streets in an Open air 
service of worship, music and solemn dedication. 


The Kirchentag was the ninth in the now-famous laymen's rallies of the German 
churches started in 1949 in Hanover. It was the first held in a predominantly 
Roman Catholic city. 


For the past five days more than forty-five thousand persons, including 
1,000 East Germans, have been meeting here for lecture and discussion groups, 
rallies, worship services, Bible study and other events. Theme of the Kirchentag 
was "Ye Shall Be My People." 


Dr. Reinhold von Thadden-Trieglaff, founder and president of the Kirchentag, 
in a concluding message, called upon the vast audience to assume as their “solemn 
duty" the task of taking the Christian Gospel to the world. He declared: 


"We come together here in search of the Church of our Lord, that Church 
which we are in danger of losing sight of in the storms and pressure of our times. 
We seek a Church which demands a response from its members and which sets a task 
before then. 


"The people of God, to whom this Kirchentag witnesses, are a small minority 
in the world, but the minority! character of the Ghurch does not free us from the 
responsibility of giving our contemporaries, not a reactionary programme or a new 
philosophy, but the Christian message." 
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| KFarlier in the day at a special open-air service of worship for the estimated 
(10,000 youth attending, Dr. W., A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, told them that the "Kirchentag experience is valuable only 
if it helps answer the torturing question of our dives - 'Why are we here?!" 


He urged youth to overcome their deafness to God's word. "To believe means 
to listen to what God says," he declared, "he who is open to God, is also open to 


his fellow man. He who hears what God says is not silent, but speaks and shares 
the message with others," 


Highlight of the five-day programme were meetings of working groups on ten 

' sub-themes. Participants met in daily sessions for lectures and discussions on 
the State, Economic Life, What is Man?, Mass Media, the World-Wide Church, the 
‘Word, the Church, the Congregation, the Scattered Flock and the Christian Family. 


For six months preceeding the Kirchentag the majority have been studying the 
topics in hundreds of parish discussion groups with the help of a specially pre- 
pared 96-page booklet. 


| In addition to these sessions the Kirchentag schedule also included an 
extensive “cultural programme" of concerts, plays and a special art exhibit on 
‘the Pentecost theme. 


i] 

More than 3,000 ecumenical visitors from other nations attended the Kirchentag - 
‘the highest number of non-German visitors in the history of the rallies. A 

Special international cummittee conducted daily discussion groups for them in 


English and French and daily English Bible study was led by Bishop Hanns Lilje, of 
Hanover. 


‘ The attendance of 1,UUU persons from East Germany was considerably lower than 
‘anticipated. Uriginally it was hoped as many as 15,UU0U persons would be permitted 
“to come. Of those refused permission, twenty-six were pastors who were to have 
taken part in services of worship. 


In a message of welcome at the opening service, Dr. von Thadden-Trieglaff in 
_veference to the Bast German Government's refusal to issue the necessary visas, 

_ Yeminded his audience, estimated at more than 5U,00U Sersons, that "neither they 
nor we should be allowed to forget the strange miracle God continues to perform - 
‘the miracle of the communion that God's people still have even when its members 
'are separated from une another. 


"The prayer of God's people together knows no bounds of space or time," he 
said, ™and can therefore break through all barriers erected by man. Our theme 
‘Ye Shall Be My People! applies to both sides of the border." He continued, 


"With this Kirchentag, we give expression to the fact that even the believer 
‘Cannot be certain of his faith, and that the Church itself cannot proclaim its 
thessage with full authority until both of them are ready and willing to share in 
the profoundly embarrassing situation with which our day and generation is 
confronted. 


"This situation cannot be made easier by mere liturgical perfection. God 
Goes not look for some sort of religious window-dressing from His peoples; He 


“expects a responsible as Saad eaten of the situation, a willingness to share 
mg suffering of other people and tu help them overcome it. 


(Everything depends on our obedience, an obedience effectively given in 
our everyday surroundings. Everything depends on our approach to the other fellow, 
upon a practical effort to see in someone who thinks differently from us first 
and foremost a human being with whom we must strive to establish a relationship 
‘free from any prejudice towards hin. 
o . 
a "This applies in all relationships between peoples and between nations, 
j for, " he asked in conclusion, “if people do not really see that Christians are 
d _ the a of God, how can they have any faith in the Church's preaching?" 


a : 
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‘THE NEXT ISSUE GF THE ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE WILL APPEAR UN AUGUST 28th. 
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Message from the World Alliance of Reformed Churches .... . Page 15 
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(Rhodes) - The annual meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches opened on the Island of Rhodes on August 19 with a glowing. tribute to the 
role of Eastern Orthodoxy in the development of the ecumenical muvement. 


Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, the organization's general secretary, told the 
policy-making body that the Church of Gonstantinople was the first church 
officially to propose the creation of a permanent council of sohurches. 


By this action, taken in 1919, he declared, "Urthodox church leaders thus 
broke new ground for the ecumenical idea and became pioneers for the World Council 


» which was organized many years later". He noted that the proposal had stressed 


that contacts between the churches "need not be postponed till the day when there 
would be full doctrinal agreement, but that collaboration between the churches 
could prepare the way for full reunion", 


That principle, Dr. Visser 't Hooft declared, "came to be a basic presupposition 
of the ecumenical movement". 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft made his comments in an annual report presented at the 
Opening session of the nine-day meeting (August 19-27). Attending are 72 dele- 
gates of the Council's Protestant, Anglican and Urthodox confessions from 24 
countries and Gibralter and 73 observers from six more countries and Cyprus. 


aA 
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Included are the largest number of delegates from Orthodox churches in the 
Committee's history, and two representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate of the 
Russian Urthodox Church, who participate as "observers", The Russian Orthodox 
Church is not a member of the World Council. 


The meeting is the first ever held by the Committee in a country in which the 
Eastern Orthodox Church is the predominant religious body. The invitation to meet 
in Rhodes was extended by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, the Church 
of Greece and the Royal Hellenic Government. EPS, Geneva. 


LE eS RE NR A OR ES NE CRE LD SR A AT A AF 


A report of the Executive Committee presented at the opening session reviewed 
WCC work during the past year. 


It includes 2 five-paragraph section on the Ecumenical Council called by Pope 
John XXIII, in which it notes that at the time the Council was called the Executive 
Committee had made "no formal comment on the proposal" for lack of information and 
that "this reserved attitude proved to be wise". It adds: 


"In the following months it became clear that the original impression which had 
been given by the religious and secular press, namely that this Council would deal ( 
mainly with the question of church unity and that invitations to attend the Council 4 
might be addressed to other churches was not correct." : 


| The report also notes that in recent years “informal contacts" have existed 
between World Council staff and Roman Catholic theologians and that these contacts 
have enabled Council leaders both to gain clearer understanding of plans for the 
Ecumenical Gouncil and to explsin "the hopes and desires of the World Council with 
regard to relationships among the churches". 


Berghe Se eee ee 
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During these discussions, it adds, the World Council emphasized that relations 
could be greatly improved, "if opportunity were given for greater cooperation in 
social service and in working for just and durable peace, if there could be more 
discussions among theologians, and if all the churches would join in securing full 
religious liberty for all people in all lands’. 


Se 5 
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The report says the World Council "will continue to follow the developments.... 
With interest, (for) as leaders of a movement which stands for church unity we cannot 
be indifferent to an event which affects so large a number of Christians and which 
cannot avoid having a bearing on relations among the several churches". 


In another section of the document the Executive Committee reports that steps 
have been taken by the World Council and the Urthodox Church of Russia to "carry out 
their common aim to become better acquainted". It said these include the visit by 
two representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate to World Council headquarters in 
Geneva, in June, and a reciprocal visit to Moscow scheduled by WCC staff members in 
December. In addition, the report notes, arrangements have been made for the 
exchange of literature and documentation. EPS, Geneva. 


State, Church Greet Delegates 


Greetings were read to the Committee from King Paul of Greece, who recalled that 
the Apostle Paul visited the Island of Rhodes and wished that "the spirit of the 
great Apostle, who has passed through Rhodes, precisely nineteen centuries ago, guide 
you, your deliberations and your whole work". 


a 
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A message from the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, Athenagoras I, 
welcomed the Committee. The Patriarch, who is acknowledged as the leader of the 
Orthodox world, said he hoped the committee's "location in this venerable 
seat of Christianity will be a source of divine inspiration for all of us and 

enable us to link and strengthen the bonds of mutual understanding and cooperation 
between us". EPS, Geneva. 


' Proselytism Criticized | 
| Mr. G. Voyadzis, Greek Minister of National Education and Religion, stressed, 
in a brief message of greeting, that obstacles to unity should be removed. 

He said that "it must be understood that the penetration of a Christian con- 
_fession into the area of another one by propaganda or through material offerings, 
the increase of the flock of one to the detriment of the other one not only is 
morally unacceptable, but creates a distrustful climate which hinders the effect of 
contact and collaboration", 


d Dr. Basil Ioannidis, permanent head of the department of religious affairs in 
the Greek Government's Fducation Ministry, said the Rhodes meeting has created "a 
_ new climate" in relations between Protestant and Orthodox churches. 

j But, he continued: "The differences between the churches and the difficulties 
involved appear so insurmountable, that the effort toward unity appears to be just 
short of Utopia. It may be that we appear foolish in what may seem a purposeless 


endeavour, but if this is so, then we are fools in Christ." 


is 

yf 

" Dr. Ioannidis, who is chairman of the arrangements committee for the meeting, 
Bis a member of the theological faculty of Athens University. 


Leaders of Orthodox churches attending the meeting include representatives of 
the Patriarchates of Antioch, Alexandria, Constantinople, Jerusalem and the Urthod ox 
churches of Greece, Cyprus and Poland. (The Islanc of Rhodes is within the ecclesi- 
asticel jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.) EPS, Geneva. 


Mutual Study Advised for Eastern and Western Churches 


(Rhodes) - Leaders of the Christian churches of the Western and Eastern traditions 
were told last week that they should learn to recognize the value of each other's 
particular traditions if they are to avoid the "srecial dangers" to which "every 

church tradition is exposed". 


Dr. Edmund Schlink, professor of dogmatics at Heidelberg University, Germany, 
and an expert on Urthodoxy, declared that the two traditions "complement one 
another, and can warn and protect one another ageinst the specific dangers inherent 
in their respective positions". 
"The importance of the Eastern tradition for Western Christendom must not be 
underestimated", he declared. "It may also help us to examine from a fresh angle 
_ the differences between the Roman Church and the Reformation churches, and the free 


Protestant groups", he added. 


.* 


1 Dr.Schlink addressed Urthodox, Protestant and Anglican members of the policy- 
_meking Central Committee of the World Council of Churches convened here in annual 
session. The meeting is the first held by the 9QU-member Committee in a country 
in which the Orthodox Church is the predominant religious body. 
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Emphasizing that "variety of tradition is an enrichment, as long as fellowship 
is maintained between the different traditions", he deplored attempts by Western 
churches to proselytise within the Eastern Church. 


q "The Western Church should be restrained from any such projects", he stressed, 
‘Mthrough respect for the fact that the Eastern Church has survived centuries of 
oppression by Mongols, Arabs and Turks." 


. During the 2Uth century, he added in a reference to events after the 191” 
Russian revolution, "it has suffered the bloodiest persecution ever experienced in 
“the history of the Christian Church, and in face of that persecution has shown a 
spiritual strength which has strengthened the whvle of Christendom". 


q In a second speech on the topic delivered at the same session, Professor 
Shrysostom Konstantinidis, a theological Professor in the Halki theological school 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Turkey, urged a "larger study by Eastern and 
Western churches into each other's traditions in the light of the accepted 'Holy 
Tradition’ of the ‘ancient undivided Church'". 


: He noted that different "traditions" have been formed under different conditions 
ff the churches, but that the "one, Holy, Apostolic and Gatholic Church"... has not 
ceased to continue existing with its one, integral, and undivided Tradition of the 
yhurch. 


_ "The existence of one or more parallel traditions beside the one Tradition of 
the Church, does not obscure or destroy the sacred character of the one Traditions 
in the same way erroneous interpretations of the one revealed Truth do not destroy 
the Truth itself, but only damage the man who is misled by them," Professor 
Konstantinidis said. EPS, Geneva. 


Closer WCC Ties with East Europe Churches Forecast 


(Rhodes ) - A trend towards closer relationships between the World Council of Churches 
and Christian churches in Communist countries has been forecast here. 


Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, WGG general secretary, said in Rhodes that "the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church is in the process of discovering 


the World Council of Churches". 
at 


He noted that two representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate recently made a 


three weeks "get acquainted" visit to WCC headquarters in Geneva, and that a reciproca. 


Visit is planned by council leaders to Moscow in December. 


7 He suggested that the visit to Muscow "might open the way" for similar "streng- 
thening of contacts" between the World Gouncil snd Urthodox churches of Poland, 


Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and Rumania. 


The WCC general secretary emphasized that ia its cuntacts with churches in 
Sommunist countries the World Council is on constant guard against "political 
infiltration". He added that such infiltration ‘sg a threat to the council from 
Western as well as castern sources and that the Council exercised "prudence" in all 


its relationships in which political pressure might be a factor. 


a Dr. Visser 't Hooft made his remarks in a4 press conference held here in connec- 


tion with the annual meeting of the policy-making Central Committee of the World 
Council convened on the Island of Rhodes (August 19-27). EPS, Geneva 
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‘Careful Planning Urged for WCC Third Assembly 


= 


_ (Rhodes) - The World Council of Churches has been urged to plan its Third Assembly, 
in Asia, so that it "avoids the well-to-do bourgeois impression left on the minds of 
_ many Asians by Western missionaries". 


Bishop John Shahovskoy of San Francisco, appealed to members of the Council's 
“Central Committee convened in annual session here tu plan a programme which would 
"make an impact on the Indian people and not make the mission of the Indian Church 


more difficult". Bishop Shahovskoy, a member of the Committee, represents the 
Russian Orthodox Greek-Catholic Church of North America. 


* Principal Russell Chandran, Bangalore, of the Church of South India, told 
“delegetes that if the World Council meets in "rather expensive hotels", it would 
_ give support to Communist propaganda that "Christianity is a religion of the 
wealthy and not of the masses". 

He asked that participants be carefully prepared for the meeting and that they 
visit areas not usually seen by tourists to observe "something of the real life of 
India and the Indian Church". 


Methodist Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of Buenos Aires, one of the five WCC 
presidents, asked for special provision for a strong group of additional parti- 
cipants from Latin America. 


; 


He said Latin America will have a population of between seven and eight hun- 
dred million by the end of this century, is in an "ex-colonial situation" like Asia 
and is experiencing increasing immigration from the Urient. 


a A proposal to hold the Third Assembly in New Delhi, TIndia,in late November or 
“early December, 1961, was submitted tu the Committee by Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, 
-a WCC associate general secretary. 

He said "the political and communal situation" in Ceylon makes it "inadvisable" 
to hold the meeting there as originally scheduled. EPS, Geneva. 


E WCC-IMC_ Integration Stirs Debate 
- (Rhodes) - "Uverwhelming support" for the plan to unite the World Council of Churches 


. d the International Missionary Council into a single world body has been reported 
to the WCC's Central Committee. 


iy Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, New York, chairman of the WCC-IMC Joint Committee told 
the Comittee that forty-four out of the 173 WCC member churches have indicated 


support of the plan. 


At the same time twenty-two of the 38 national Christian councils in the Inter- 
 nationel Missionary Gouncil responded favourably. 


Two WGC member churches voted in opposition tu the plan. These were the French 
Reformed Church and the Church of Ireland (Anglican). The remainder of the WCC's 
173 member churches have not yet replicd. 


Three national Christian cuuncils affiliated with the IMC are opposed to the 
‘integration. They are in Norway, Belgium and Brazil. The Congo council has with- 
Grawn from the IMC because of its opposition. Twelve have not yet replied. 
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Draft forms of a constitution for the integrated body were submitted to the 
Central Committee for review by member churches during the coming year. A revised 
constitution will be submitted for adoption at sessions of the Central Committee 
next year. 


The International Missionary Council is also expected to endorse the revised 
constitutional drafts in August of next year. 


' #*Final action on the scheme will be voted at the first session of the WCC's 

Third Assembly scheduled in India in late 1961. At that time the new constitution 
wi need a two-thirds majority endorsement by members of both bodies before it 
‘becomes official. If it is adopted, the Assembly will then be convened as a meeting 
Of the integrated organization. EPS, Geneva. 


Urthodox Churches Object 


| The report touched off a sharp debate in which Eastern Urthodox representatives 
sxxpressed strong opposition tu the proposed integration. 


7 The Metropolitan James of Philadelphia, representing the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
f Constantinople, urged the World Council "to remain what it is - a Council of 
hurches". 


He said Eastern Urthodoxy wished to be "positive and helpful" and to maintain 
ts membership in the World Council, but that "cour fears remain". 


He said the Eastern Urthodox Church hesitated because the International Missionary 
jouncil includes members which are not churches and integration might mean that the 
lor1d Council's missionary witness would be a non-church witness. "Gan there be 

ny Witness apart from a church or confession?" he asked. 


_ Professor Basil Ioannidis, of the Greek Urthodox Church,urged that the World 
pouncil move slowly because integration would result in a mammoth organization" which 
wuld be difficult to interpret. He added that the eleven-year-old World Council 

is still not understood by its own member churches and people. 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, general secretary of the International Missionary 
Council, replying tu Professor Ioannidis' claim that the new organization would be 
mammoth", said that the entire budget of the IMC amounted to less that half the 
extra sum needed to finance the new united body. 
| In a reference t. the activity of sects that try to gain converts from Protestant 
shurches in the mission field, he declared that Urthcdox churches cvuld be assured 
that “most bodies in the IMC are victims rather than aggressors". 


The Metropolitan Parthenios of Carthage, representing the Greck Urthodox 
Patriarchate of Alexandria, Egypt, declared: "For us Orthodox the word 'mission' is 
something which we fear. I don't know why. It's my tradition. for this reason 
[ Say to you 'go slowly'". | 


The proposed new constitution will be considered in sub-committee. Next steps 
are to be taken in plenary sessions before the Rhodes meeting closes on August 27. 
EPS, Geneva. 
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Suspension of Nuclear Weapons Tests Urged 


(Rhodes) - The Commission vf the Churches un International Affairs has called for an 
indefinite suspension of all nuclear weapons testing. 


Further, it has asked that the powers seek a treaty tu cease all tests - atmo- 
‘sphere, space and underground - as the first step towards specific control and 
“yerified disarmament". 


Dr. U. Frederick Nolde, New York, CCIA director, urged the steps in a report 
“to the annual meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
‘convened in Rhodes. . The CCIA is a joint agency of the World Cuuncil and the 

) International Missionary Council. 

The report asks that all unilateral tests should be stopped in order to give 
‘the powers more time to arrive at an agreement on international cuntrols. It says 
this “applies equally to the United States, the United Kingdom and the USSR". 


The United States and the United Kingdom agreed last year to suspend all tests 
for a ten-month period which expires Uctober 31. The Soviet Union rejected the 
scheme and conducted some testing last November. 

7 In an introductory remark, Dr. Nolde noted that, "in the absence of any known 
method of verification (of underground tests) pressures are being exerted, especially 
in the United States, tc resume underground testing" after the expiration of the 
agreement. 


The report also asks that those powers which have not yet made tests should not > 
daunch them for military purposes as long as international control is under dis- 
cussion. It added that this applies tu France, as well as to any other country 
contemplating tests. 


£ France has announced that it will conduct tests for the first time in the Sahara 
‘desert sometime this autumn. 


_ Dr. Nolde said that the fact that pussession of nuclear power has thus far been 
‘limited to three countrics has been an advantage in work towards development of inter- 
National controls. With testing by other countries planned, he said, it will mean 
‘further difficulties in achieving cuntrol. 


7 The report states that it "allows" testing for peaceful purposes or to develop 
‘amethod of identifying underground explosions as long as these are conducted under 
“international control. 


Dr. Nolde added that the Geneva Gonference on the Cessation of Testing has made 
“encouraging, but slow progress" but that "no agreement has as yet been reached and — 
disturbing differences must still be recunciled". 

--‘In another section of the repurt the Commission urged that all activities in 
outer space be subject tu international control. It said that "there must be equal 
“opportunity for peaceful scientific initiatives. The military rivalries of the earth 
“are too dangerous to project intu space," it comments. 


4 In a section on East-West Negotiations and Disarmament, the Commission said 
the churches should "welcome" plans four cunsultations between Eisenhower and Kruschev. 


4 But, it adds, the Berlin crisis and the Foreign Ministers' Conference in Geneva 
have "confirmed the impression"! that "the aspirations of East and West are mutually 
exclusive", It continues: 


ae 
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| "The great powers are nevertheless increasingly aware of the common danger of 
atomic warfare and the necessity to seek agreement in the field of armaments. The 
excessive destructive power now possessed by both sides has brought about an uneasy 
equilibrium. Thus new oppurtunities fur discussion and negotiation are at hand." 


] In discussion following presentation of the report, the Rev. Peter K. Dagadu, 
general secretary of the Christian Council of Ghana, urged the Central Committee to 
protest against nuclear tests scheduled in the Sahara Desert by the French government. 


_ He said the French government has "flatly refused to consider protests" already 
sent it by the Ghana Christian Cuuncil and other African organizations and that "if 
nothing is done it is certain France will conduct the tests". 
, Pastor Charles Westphal, of the French Reformed Church, speaking in reply, saic 
he agreed the tests should nut be conducted, but that he was "surprised that the natior 
hich heve bombs should be allowed to continue experiments while those who do not have 
them cannot experinent". 


He noted that the National Synod of the Reformed Church of France has gone on 
ecord in Opposition to nuclear testing except for peaceful purposes. He added: 


_ "I feel the search for greatness for France should be made elsewhere than in 
fe area of atomic affairs." EPS, Geneva. 


oscow's Metropolitan Nikolai Greets WCC Central Committee 


Rhodes) - Metropolitan Nikolai of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Urthodox 
hurch has expressed "great sympathy with the ecumenical movement" in a message read 
in Rhodes: to the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


oh 


the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace'". 


_ The Metropolitan recalls his "encuunter and discussion with representatives of thi 
World Council of Churches in Utrecht last year". 


_ As a result cf thet meeting, held in August, two observers, with the right to 
speak but not vote, xre attending the present meeting of the Central Committee. 

They are Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, a Leningrad theological professor, and Mr. Victor 
Ilexeev, a lay secretary in the administration of the Moscow Church. 


Turning to social and international issues the message continues: "We Orthodox 
cannot but sympathise with the measures taken by the World Council of Churches and 
directed towards the solution of many social problems of our time. 


_ "The fight against social untruth because of cur realisation of the truth of 
Christ, the efforts tu help the under-developed countries, the condemnation of colonia 
policy and race discrimination - all this is worthy of the active support of all 
Christians in accordance with the demands of Christian conscience." 


The Metropolitan refers to "the struggle to stop the nuclear weapons tests and — 
to achieve their complete abolition" os "our common moral task". He declares that 
we Orthodox entirely share and support the efforts of the Wurld Council of Churches 


sowards this aim". 

5 Referring to "the main task of the ecumenical movement, which aims at the unity 
Pfaith", the Moscow leader expresses hope that it will not be "overshadowed" by the 
.. '§ social concern. >" 

a 
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“We Christians must stand above the political cuntradictions of cur time and 


=F oa 
es to the divided peoples an example of unity and peace, brotherhood and love, 


removing ourselves from all self-sufficient isolationism and unfriendly relations 
fo each other". 


: Metropolitan Nikolai expresses satisfaction thet the two Moscow Church representc- 
tives at Rhodes "have, for the first time, the possibility of observing the work of 
‘the ecumenical organisations, thus contributing to our mutual understanding". 


He concludes: "I beg you to believe in uur collaboration in everything which 
san serve the great task of re-uniting the Christians as well as the strengthening 
f peace among the nations." EPS, Geneva. 


stud on "Faith and Order" Planned 


(R odes) - The World Council uf Churches will study ways in which it can make work 
for Christian unity more central to its activities. 


' A report on the future of the Faith and Urder Commission, the council unit which 
deals with theological work for Christian unity, has recommended more status and starf 
for the Commission following the next WCC assembly scheduled for late 1961. The repcr 
as presented by Professor Henri d'Espine, Geneva, representing the Commission's work~- 
ing committee, tu the annual meeting of the WCC Central Committee in Rhodes. 


The report warns that unless the traditional concern of the ecumenical muvement 
ith bringing the churches closer together in worship and structure is heeded, "we 
shall find ourselves remaining content with a form of organizational unity which leaves 
Miulfilled many of the central requirements of the Church's life". The Faith and 
rder Commission's working committee prepared the report. 


It asks for the development of Faith and Order departments in national Christian 
muncils, and advocates more regional meetings tu discuss union between the churches. 


It also suggests that regular cunsultations between churches engaged in negotia- 
ions and discussions about reunion in various ports of the world be held under officic 
auspices of the Commission. Up tu now they have been held "unofficially". 


The document also presses for more regular theological discussions with "two 
groups who ‘accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour'" - the Roman Catholic 
hurch and Protestant churches outside the World Council. (The WCC, according to 
its basis, is "a fellowship of churches which accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God 
and Saviour". ) 


Detailed proposals meade for strengthening Faith and Urder are described as an 
attempt to give it "a status and position a prupriate tu the central importance of 
the concern for church unity in the life of the WCC". The Commission is at present 
one of four departments in the council's Division of Studies and has a staff of one 
executive secretary. | 


The new suggestions include: increasing the staff from one tu four persons; ap- 
DOintment of a director, whv would also be an associate general secretary of the WCC 

and "intimately involved in the working out of generel WCC policy at the highest level" 
and three other staff members for administration, research, and dvucumentation and publi- 
rations. 


_ Peaking in support of the proposal, Bishop Utto Dibelius, Berlin, a WCC 
resident, told the Central Gommittee: "If you want to keep up the spiritual level 
f the World Council you must give Faith and Order its right place and 'fair play'". 
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| Dr. Kathleen Bliss of the United Kingdom (Anglican), a member of the WCC 
Executive Committee, said she doubted that changes in status and structure would 
produce the desired results. She pointed out that the Life and Work movement 

(the other main influence behind the founding of the WGC in 1948) had lost its 

name in the present structure of the council, but was carrying on its work "better 
than ever". She asked to keep this in mind and said it was already "deeply in- 
fluencing the thinking" of other sections of the council. 

The Central Committee instructed its finance committee tu explore ways of in- 
creasing the staff of the Faith and Urder Commission before 1961. The report will 
be considered further by the Faith and Urder Commission itself and by a committee 
planning the programme and finance for the period after 1961. Anvther revised 
report on the subject will be made to the full Central Committee at its annual August 
meeting next year. 


Evangelism Study Report to be Published. 


. At another session, it was announced that the World Council will publish a 
major study document dealing with the churches' approach tu non-Christians. 

4 A draft copy of the 32-page document was submitted to the Gentral Committee by 
Dr, D. T. Niles, executive secretary of its Department on Evangelisn. 


Titled "A Theological Reflection un Evangelism", the dvcument is the result of 

a ten-year study conducted by the Department. Publication is scheduled sometime 
next year after finel comments and suggestions are received from various consultants. 
It will be accompanied by "five or six supporting papers" prepared by persons who 

have participated in the study. 


: In presenting the document Dr. Niles listed a six-point outline of main concerns 
of the study. He said these are: the person to whom the Guspel goes, the evangelist, 
the Church, the world, conversion and the Gospel. EPS, Geneva. 


CCIA Asks for Negotiation or Mediation in Algeria 


(Rhodes) - Free negotiations between the French government and Algerian rebel leaders 
were advocated by the Commission uf the Churches on International Affairs in a re~ 
‘solution read to the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches in Rhodes. 


The CCIA's director, Dr. U. Frederick Nolde, who presented the recommendation, 
emphasized that the time for achieving a settlement is short and that if efforts for 
negotiation fail "international mediation, under any form feasible and acceptable tu 
the parties involved, would become not only unavoidable, but also highly desirable". 


7 


D The CCIA is a joint agency of the International Missionary Gouncil and the World 
Couneil of Churches. 


A reference in the resolution to alleged atrocities on both sides in the Algerian 
confliot offers support to "churches and individuals in France denouncing and opposing 
abuses of varying kinds". 


Churches in France are clso urged "to exert every effort in support of a peaceful 
solution" along the lines suggested. 


Charles Westphal, a leading pastor of the French Refurmed Church, told the comnit- 
tee that the Protestant churches in his country had "sought a negotiated settlement 


fron the first". 


4 
* 
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7 He pointed out that General de Gaulle "seeks negotiation by every possible means". 
He said he favoured negotiations with the “provisional government" of the Algerian 
rebel forces, but puinted out that opinions about which groups of Algerians and French 
should be involved in the negotiations might lead to a "Franco-Algerian civil war" 

din both Algeria and metropolitan France. 


if 
4 Pastor Westphal said he did not like the "threatening" tone in the CCIA's sugges- 
‘tion for possible international mediation. 


~~ 


f "TJ am convinced that France has nothing tu fear from equitable negotiation", he 
.* "mediation must not be a punishment but a help". EPS, Geneva. 


Talks with Roman Catholics "Absolutely Informal" say Orthodox 

(R odes) - An unscheduled meeting between Urthodox and Roman Catholics present in 

Rhodes for the Central Committee sessions of the World Council of Churches was des- 
eribed as “an absolutely informal contact" and a "friendly talk" in a statement from 

Orthodox leaders read to the Central Committee in Rhodes, : 

The statement says the meeting was “without authorization or direction". The meet 
ing was held on the evening of Friday, August 21. Invitation for the talk came to 

“Bastern Urthodox participants in the meeting, including many high-ranking prelates, 

from two Roman Catholic priests who are attending the Central Committee sessions as 

accredited press representatives. 


They are Father C. J. Dumont, a Dominican from Paris, who edits the review "Istina 
a long-time worker for Christian unity and Dr. J. G. M. Willebrands of Utrecht, Nether-- 
lends. Father Willebrands, a theological teacher, is a full-time worker on ecumenical 
“questions in the archdiocese of Utrecht and secretary of the international Roman 
Gatholic Conference on Ecumenical Questions. 


a The informal meeting had been followed by widespread speculation here thet it was 
intended as a first step in conversations on reunion between the two churches. 


‘The message read to the Central Committee was issued by the Metropolitan James 
of Philadelphia, Turkey, a member of the WCG's Gentral and Executive Committees, who 
“Yepresents the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, and Professor Basil Ioannidis 
“the chairman of the Greek Committee which has been responsible for local arrangements 
for the Rhodes meeting. Professor Icannidis is director of religious affairs in the 
Greek government's Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs. He is also a WCC 


Central Committee member. 


{ The text of the message follows: "We were very surprised on account of some 
‘misunderstandings and great exaggerations which appeared in the press in connection 
“with a friendly talk between Orthodox members and two Roman Catholic guests at the 
present meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


"The whole truth is that an absolutely informal contact among individuals without 
authorization or direction had taken place, as happens on some other occasions in 
various places, at the level of informal theological contact. 


"The Orthodox would like to make it very clear tu prevent any wrong interpreta- 
tion that the main point in the unofficial talk was this type of contact between 
theological faculties. There was no discussion or negotiation concerning any of- 


ficial contact between the two churches concerned. 


at has been made or published." 


"We must repudiate any other interpretation th 
EPS, Geneva 


. yee 
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Bishop Stresses Partnership in Missions 


(Hambur g) - "It is a proof of unrealistic thinking to accept lightly the view 

7 that the younger churches in Asia and Africa can evangelize their peoples better 
‘without the help of their foreign partners". This is the reply made by Bishop 
Rajah B. Manikam of the Lutheran Church, India to the question often asked whether 
foreign missionaries are unwanted in these churches today. 


In a new publication brought out in Germany in honour of the 60th birthday 
of Bishop Hanns Lilje of the Evangelical Church of Hanover, Bishop Manikam stress- 
es that a "radical change" is necessary in relations between the "older" and 
"younger" churches. In his article entitled "A New Epoch in the World Mission 
‘of the Church" he maintains that this change does not men the end of missi onary 
activities but rather the end of an era ani the beginning of a new and more 
meaningful one. 


| Bishop Manikam sees this new epoch not only as an age of Christian par tner= 
‘ship "free from all undertones of superiority and tutelage", where the nission- 
‘ary is no longer synonymous with "white man" and Christianity with "Western 
civilization", but as an age of ecumenical mission, in which the message of the 
Gospel and the demand for social and cecnomic justice are brought together, and 
in which the churches overcome both national and confessional barriers. "The 
ecumenical movement", he says, "only exists where it is understood that the 
task of the whole Church is to bring the Gospel to the entire world. The 
ecumenical movement thus embraces both the movements for mission and for unity. 
The two are inseparable." 


, The future tasks of the Church are immense, the Bishop Maintains, since the 
“number of non-Christians in the world today is greater than ever before and the 
“number of conversions to Christianity is not keeping pace with the rapid increase 
' in population. In Asia, for example, he pointed out, Christians make up only 
three per cent of the total population. These facts, the Bishop warned, should 
_ restrain us from over-estimating the strength and possibilities of the younger 

_ churches. EPS, Geneva 


— 


Icelandic Clergy Ask End‘to Force’ in Fishing Dispute 


(Reykjavik) - Leading clergy in Iceland have protested against the British Govern- 
ment's use of military methods to enforce fishing rights within the twelve mile 
ilimit fixed by Iceland. | 


’ 
é 
oer 


In an open letter to British clergymen they say that other countries have 
protested against the twelve mile limit, “but Britain is the only one which is 
using military weapons in order to force the Ieelandic Republic to abolish 
regulations which the whole nation, regardless of political opinions, believes 
' to be in conformity with international law and necessary in order to guarantee the 
j future existence of our nation". 


! The letter continues: "This violation of Christian law and principles will 
Cause a disbelief in British sincerity in maintaining the idea of 'fair play', as 
well as the ideal of Christian brotherhood". 

q 

| British clergy are asked to study the situation and influence public opinion 
_ to stop British government action. 


ss The letter is signed by Pastor Jakob Jonsson, president of the Ministerial 
Association of Iceland, Bishop Sigurbjorn Einarsson, association vice-president, 
and Pastor Jon Thorvardarson, association secretary. EPS, Geneva. 


£ 
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‘Full Church Fellowship Among LWF Members Urged 


‘ (Amsterdam) ~ The member churches of the Lutheran World Federation have been asked 
to grant each other full altar and pulpit fellowship, in a speech delivered in 
Amsterdam at the annual meeting of the Lutheran World Federation's Commission on 
Theology. The sessions closed on August 15. 


Dr. Peter Brunner of the University of Heidelberg said the 61 member churches 

of the LWF should admit each other's pastors to their pulpits and members to their 

“communion tables. Dr. Brunner! questioned whether churches with a common doctrinal 

basis could join together in a free association without becoming also a united 

_ ecclesiastical community and urged the LWF to take active steps to bring its members 
into such a fellowship. 


The commission also dealt with the Department of Theology's scholarship and 
“Yresearch programme for young theologians, guest professors and research fellows and 
allotted 230,000 for the work during the coming year. The commission's scholarship 
committee has recently approved grants to 22 applicants for 1959. EPS, Geneva. 


AustralianSuggests Probe of Church Situation Under Communism 


(Sydney) - A leading Australian Protestant clergyman, Dr. Malcolm Mackay, has urged 
the churches to set up a special commission to investigate "all aspects" of the 
‘situation of Christian churches in Communist countries. Approving the request 
was Father L. P. Moran of St. Patrick's Roman Catholic cathedral in Melbourne who 
said that Australian Catholics would support the idea. 


The suggestion of a stuly commission followed reports from six Australian 
Protestant leaders just back from visits tu Russia, Czechoslovakia and China, 
eriticised by some churchmen as too optimistic. The leaders said that in the 
“Soviet Union-there "appears to be no restraint on freedom of worship". 


Dr. Mackay is master of Basser College in the University of New South Wales. 


In Brief 


Bishop Lajos Vets, head of the Hungarian Lutheran Church, has had a heart 
attack and been ordered tu take a long rest, according to press reports. The 
‘Hungarian Church Press says that during Bishop VetU's convalescence, the deputy 
bishop of the church's Northern District, Jozsef Szabe, will take over his duties. 


% * 


, A Chinese, the Rev. James Chang Ling Wong, has been named the first assistant 
bishop of Borneo by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


% % 


An exhibition, "See How They Live", has been opened in the forecourt of St. 
Martin-in-the-Fields in London, depicting the living conditions of refugees in a 
‘squatter settlement in Hong Kong. The replica of the refugee living quarters was 
built by Inter-Church Aid of the British Council of Churches. More than 50, 0UU 
persons are expected to visit the exhibition before it closes on September 5, 


* 
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_. Heumenical Patriarch Athenagoras of Istanbul, spiritual leader of the Eastern 
Orthodox: Church conferred for about two hours with Sir Winston Churchill during 
his recent visit to Istanbul. / Later the Patriarch also received Adlai Stevenson, 
titular head of the Democratic Party in the United States. 


* 


Membership of two autonomous African church bodies in the Lutheran World 
‘Federation has been endorsed by ‘the LWF Commission on World Missions, They are 
the Ovambo Kavango Church of South West Africa with 1U3,UU0 members and the Church 
of Usambara-Digo in Tanganyika with 25,000 members. If accepted the churches 
will be the first received into LWF membership since its 1957 Assembly, Action 
will be taken by its Executive Committee next March. 


Forty Roman Catholic prelates and theologians have replied to invitations 
asking their opinion and advice regarding matters scheduled for discussion at 
the forthcoming ecumenical Council called by Pope John XXIII. The invitations 
were sent to ebout 2,700 Roman Catholic recipients in all parts of the globe. 
Vatican officials said "many more replies are expected within the next few weeks". 


The bicentenary of the birth of William Wilberforce, leader in the abolition 
of the slave trade, will be commemorated August 24 at a service at Westminster 
Abbey. Participating in the wreath-laying ceremony will be government officials 
and representatives uf various agencies including the Anti-Slavery Society, and 
British and Foreign Bible Society and the Church Missionary Society. 


34 
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A Message from the World. Alliance of | Reformed Churches (July 27 - August. oF 
: 1959; Sao Paulo, Brazil) | addressed to the e¢ Member Churches 


Meeting in the city of Sao Paulo for the 18th General Council of the World 
Alliance of the Reformed Churches |throughout the World holding the Presbyterian 
rder, we, delegates, from 53 lands and 78 Churches, found enriching fellowship, 
friendship and happiness in our common faith and traditions, a treasure we should 
ike to share with our own church people. 


' We studied and discussed what it means that Jesus Christ is the Lord whe is 
among us as one who serves, and that we are called to serve him. Gur experience 
was that He, the living Servant-Lord, broke into, and cut through our meetings, our 
pretty, our discussions and our conversations, calling both the Church and world 

f today to repentence and renewal. 

' We have seen afresh that our common Reformed tradition, with its stress on 
M@ivine election or calling, gives us in Jesus Christ a vital insight into authentic 
man life and destiny. That tradition has held together both the freedom and 
esponsibility of men, giving Christian believers the cunviction that God has called 
hem in Jesus Christ to a definite calling and task in the world's life and history. 


Human life is "the theatre of God's glory", and he has called us each one to 
is great service as we find our true life in Jesus Christ who has inaugurated the 
new humanity. To be fully human and to enjoy fullness of life, we have to be 
Linked to God's great purpose in Jesus Christ the Servant Lurd. When men no longer 
lave to be convinced about whether life makes sense, but only about what sense life ~ 
lakes, they are set free from self-righteousness, cynicism and despair. They acquire 
instead an authentic allegiance and a steadfast purpose. They are given the freedom 
Mehis service. 


: The obedient service of God's peuple to the Servant-Lord came hope to us at 
two particular points: 


1) the ecumenical responsibility of the Church. Viewed in the light of 
reconciliation, all forms, orders, traditions and doctrines of the Church become 
subject to renewal. Jesus Christ himself is the only criterion of the integrity 

of the Church, end he is only served when the Church, in every aspect of her life, 

is subordinate to him alone. The Reformed Churches must bear witness in ecumenical 
discussions to Jesus Christ the Lord and Head of the Church: 


2) our daily work. In our present tensions and divisions, we are eclled 

Upon to proclaim and to make real to men that Jesus Christ has given us back full 

and authentic humanity. For many, work today has become mechanised on such a scale, 
aS apparently to deprive it of its human significance. This is true, whether men 
1: abour without technology or under its power. We believe that the secret and power 
f Christ's reconciliation must be imaginatively and steadily related to the con- 
ditions under which men labour. Then life becomes person and work fully huma 


We would call our fellow-Christians everywhere to an obedient working-vut in all 
their church life as in their daily life in the world, of the call of the Servant- 
Lord to us his servant peuple. 


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. BPS, Geneva. 
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Document 


Metropolitan Nikolai's Message to WCC Central Committee ... . Page 9 


New WCC President is Elected 


(Rhodes) - The World Council of Ghurches has a new president - Archbishop Iakovos 
of the Greek Urthodox Archdiocese of North and South America - as a result of 
action taken in closing sessions of the Council's Central Committee on the Island 
of Rhodes on August 27. 


Archbishop Iakovos, as Metropolitan James of Melita,from 1955 to 1958, was 
representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople at the headquarters 
of the World Council of Churches in Geneva. He was named late last year to suc- 
ceed the late Archbishop Michael of North and South America as head of the American 
church. Archbishop Michael had preceded him as Orthodox member of the six-member 
presidium of the WCC. 


The presidium is representative of various traditions and regions. Its 
present members, in addition to Archbishop Iakovos, are the Very Rev. John Baillie, 
Edinburgh; Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, Buenos Aires; Bishop Utto Dibelius, 
Berlin; the Metropolitan Juhanon Mar Thoma, Tiruvalla, South India; Bishop Henry 
Knox Sherrill, Boxford, Massachusetts. 


Before the election of Archbishop Iakovos, the Central Committee changed the 
rules of the WCG to make it possible for a president who is elected between its 
assemblies to succeed himself. All presidents were previously retired at the 
assembly. 


A new member of the Central Committee's twelve-member executive committee - 
Sweden's Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren - was also elected. . He succeeds the late Arch- 
bishop Yngve Brilioth, his predecessor as Primate of the Church of Sweden. 
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| Leaders of the Council's 173 member churches of the Protestant, Anglican 
and Urthodox confessions have been meeting in Rhodes (August 19-27) to review pro- 
gress on their cooperative work and plan future programmes. 


In other actions during the nine-day session the Committee: 
VOTED to hold the WCC's Third Assembly in New Delhi, India, in late 1961. 


ADUPTED a statement reaffirming "abolition of war", as the ultimate goal and 
urging indefinite suspension of all nuclear weapons tests. 
RECEIVED a statement from the Gommission of the Churches on International 


“Affairs urging free negotiations between the French government and Algerian rebel 
leaders. 


VUTED general approval for amendments to the WCC's constitution which would 


| ISSUED a Call to the Churches to work for national legislation which will open 
doors to more refugees. 


tion building in Geneva in March 196U and authorized its executive to proceed with 
final plans for a centrally located chapel. 


VOTED to send a letter to the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia "assuring 


them of our brotherly sympathy and prayers in their steadfast witness and work for 
Ul 16 Faith" ° 


The meeting, the first held by the Central Committee in a country in which the 
astern Urthodox Church is the predominant religious body, had the largest attendance 
Urthodox leaders in WCC history. 


. These included representatives of the Patriarchates of Antioch, Alexandria, 
gonotantinople,, Jerusalem and the churches of Greece, Cyprus and Poland. [In ad- 
aition two delegates of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Urthodox Church at- 
tended as observers. (The Moscow Urthodox Church is not a member of the WCC.) 


Metropolitan Nikolai of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
in a message to the Committee, expressed "ereat sympathy with the ecumenical move- 
ment." He said Urthodox Christians "believe that our western brothers honestly aim 
at overcoming the destructive separation in faith ‘in order to maintain the unity 

bf the Spirit in the bond of peace'". (See page 9 ) 


Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, in his report as WCC general secretary, praised the 
role of Eastern Orthodoxy in the ecumenical movement. He said by the action of the 
Church of Constantinople in 1919 in making the first official proposal for the cre- 
ation of a permanent council of churches, Urthodox church leaders "thus broke new 
ground for the ecumenical idea and became pioneers for the World Council". 


A report of the Executive Committee included a five-paragraph section of the 
Beumenical Council called by Pope John XXIII, in which it noted that at the time 
6 council was called, :the Executive Committee had made "no formal comment on the 
proposal" for lack of information and that "this reserved attitude proved to be 

We se!" ° 


] The report said that, "in the following months it became clear that the origin- 
al impression given by the religious and secular press, namely that this council 

Culd deal mainly with the question of church unity and that invitations to attend 

me council might be addressed to other churches, was not correct". 


facilitate its proposed integration with the International Missionary Council in 1961. 


APPROVED plans to start construction of a new 92,500,000 headquarters administra- 
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It noted that the WCC and Roman Catholic theologians have had "informal 
contacts" in recent years and that the WCC will follow the plans for the council 
ith interest because "we cannot be indifferent to an event which affects so 


Sece a number of Christians and which cannot avoid having a bearing on relations 
es the several churches". 


During the meeting it was reported in the press that two Roman Catholic 
priests accredited to the meeting as press representatives had been involved in 
conversations with Eastern Orthodox leaders concerning steps toward reunion of the 
two churches. | 


In a statement read to a plenary session Urthodox leaders later declared that 
‘the unscheduled meeting between Urthodox leaders and the Roman Catholics had been 

Nan absolutely informal contact" and a "friendly talk". The statement emphasized 
hat the meeting was held "without authorization or direction". 


some details of Committee actions: 
Third Assembl 


The Committee unanimously voted to hold the Third Assembly in New Delhi, 
India, in late November and early December, 1961. The exact dates will be an- 
nounced later. Griginally the assembly had been scheduled in Ceylon, but the 
Site was changed because of "communal difficulties" in that country. A 13-page 
document adopted by the Committee outlined preparations for the event, including 
‘a tabulation of allocation of 6UU seats for official delegates of its member 
churches. 


Preparatory plans approved include publication of a booklet to be distributed 
by member churches to each of its ministers and through national council of chur- 
hes and agencies of fraternal organizations. Assembly theme will be "Jesus 
Christ, the Light of the World", Three sub-sections on the main theme will deal 
with: "unity", "witness" and "service". 


Nuclear Weapons Testing 


The Committee adopted a statement reaffirming that "nothing less than the 
abolition of war itself" should be the goal of all nations. It urged an indefin- 
ite suspension of all nuclear weapons testing and asked the powers to seek a treaty 
to cease all tests as the first step towards specific control and "verified dis- 
armament". 


The statement said that "no nation is justified in deciding on its own res- 
“ponsibility to conduct nuclear weapons tests when the people of other nations who 
have not given their consent have to bear the consequences". 


The statement also asks that those powers which havs not yet made tests should 
not launch them for military purposes as long as international control is under 
discussion. 

Algeria 

A statement received from the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs urged free negotiations between the French government and Algerian rebel 
leaders. The statement referred to alleged atrocities on both sides in the 
Algerian conflict by offering support to "churches and individuals in France de- 
nouncing and opposing abuses of varying kinds". The CCIA is a joint agency of the 
NCC and the International Missionary Council. 
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IMC-WCG_ Integration 


The Committee without dissent approved revised plans for amendments in the 
WCC's constitution which would facilitate proposed integration with the Inter- 
national Missionary Council. 


These changes provide for the establishment of a new commission and division 
on World Mission and Evangelism within the structure of the World Council after 
its next assembly, in 1961. 
: 
The action also provided for publication of the draft changes to be issued in 
an official Greek translation to avoid confusion on terminology. 
‘a 
The drafts will be submitted to the constituencies of both the bodies during 
the coming year. A revised constitution will be submitted for action at the meet-— 
ing of the Central Committee next year and the IMC is also expected to take action 
“in August 1960. Final action will be voted at the first session of the WCC's 
Third Assembly. 


At an earlier session “overwhelming support" was reported for the integration 
‘plan. The report said 44 of the 173 member churches have officially voted in 
“support and 22 of the 38 national Christian councils of the IMC. (Two WCC member 
churches voted in oppoeition - the French Reformed Church and the Church of [Ireland 
(Anglican) and the remainder have not yet replied.) Three IMC member councils are 
Opposed and one - in the Belgian Congo - has withdrawn because of opposition. 

' Twelve have not yet replied. 


The report touched off sharp debate in which Eastern Orthodox representatives 
expressed strong opposition to the proposed integration. They urged that the 

WCC remain what it is - a council of churches, and said that because the IMC in- 
cludes members which are not churches, integration might mean that the WCOG's 
missionary witness would be a non-church witness. 


World Refugee Year 


The Committee issued a call to the churches to continue support of the UN- 
sponsored World Refugee Year. It urged that they particularly work for national 


legislation which "will open doors to more refugees from a wider group of countries’ 


It also asked that the churches accept special responsibilities for refugees who 
‘do not come under the mandate of governmental and inter-governmental agencies and 
the aged, handicapped and sick. 


Budge : 


Reports of increased contributions from member churches led the Committee to 
_ authorise spending during 1959 of an estimated 9505,UUU, an increase of 10, U0U 
on the anticipated figure. A budget of $555,000, established for 196, provides 
authority, if income allows, to appoint a second secretary in the Council's Faith 
and Urder Department and other improvements in staff and general services. Funds 
from a special reserve will be used to add a fourth member of staff for the WCC's 
Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, Switzerland. 


Faith and Urder Future 


Detailed proposals made for strengthening the WCC's Commission on Faith and 
‘Order to give it "a status and position appropriate to the central concern for 
shareh unity in the life of the WCC" were heard by the Committee. The new sug- 
Bestions, including an increase of Faith and Order staff from one to four persons 
> % 
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and appointment of a director who would be a WCC e#sociate general secretary, will 
be examined by a Programme and Finance Committee which is scheduled to recommend 
staff and budget for the period after 1961 to next year's Central Committee meet- 
ing in St. Andrews, Scotland. | 


Headquarters Property 


Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, Boxford, Mass., reported to the committee that 
the World Council is $1,00U,UUU short of its $2,50U,UUU goal towards a new head- 
quarters building in Geneva, Switzerland. 


He said raising the fund is a matter of "tremendous urgency", and urged that 


all WCC member churches varticipate in the project regardless of the amount they 


are able to contribute. 
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Gifts received or pledged thus far total 91,524,000. This is made up of 
$300, 00U received from member churches; $180,000 from German churches in addition 
to their original pledge; $36,0UU additional from the Danish churches; 8,000 
additional from Swiss churches; $900,UUU raised by US churches and 975,000 con- 
tributed by the Lutheran World Federation. The US amount includes »210,00U0 from 
the family of the late Thomas J. Watson, founder and president of International 
Business Machines, for a memorial library. In addition, the World Presbyterian 
Alliance will give $25, U00. EPS, Geneva. 


US Church Youth Groups Meet 


Major eburch youth groups in the US, meeting during August, have called for 
an end to segregation, warned against a lack of planning for youth, and hit at 
modern church members described as "no more than pagans with a fringe on top". 


Members of the National Conference of Methodist Youth asked for an end to 
segregation in the Methodist Church and a more rapid absorption of its Central 
(Negro) Jurisdiction into the denomination's five geographical areas. 


At Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, the 16U delegates to the twenty-fifth anniversary 
meeting of the United Christian Youth Movement's General Council were told that 
many modern church members "are as confused and as empty of any profound sense of 
life's meaning as their contemporaries who are unchurched. The speaker was Dean 
William G. Cole of Williams College. 


The 2,100 delegates to the convention of the Luther League of America adopt- 
ed a statement criticising Christian stewardship programmes using "fairs, bazaars, 
games of chance, car washes, sales and like enterprises", Commercialism within 
the church, the statement said, is "a primary enemy of Christian stewardship and 
described as "open to serious question such church-sponsored activities as festi- 
vals, suppers and theatrical productions when used to raise church funds". 


The second Youth Fellowship Convention of the Baptist General Conference of 
America warned that churches which fail to plan well for their youth are "marching 


down the road to their own funerals''. About 350 youth attended the convention. 
EPS, Geneva. 


Cuban Youth Defend Castro 


ee oe ne en er: er 


(Havana) - Protestant youth leaders in Guba have urged President Eisenhower and 
other US government officials to discount charges by opponents of Fidel Castro's 
administration that it is Communist. 
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"We are not defending a political party but the cause of a whole country 
‘3 that sees in this revolution the way to satisfy its political, economic and 
_ social needs," the statement said. 


Signing the statement were leaders of Methodist, Baptist, Episcopalian, 
Presbyterian and interdenominational youth organizations. EPS, Geneva. 


4 Methodist Faculty will Publish Social Action Study 

(Boston) - A three-year study of Methodist social thought and action will be pub- 
» lished early next year in four volumes, prepared by seven members of the faculty 
_ of Boston University. 


The four-part study analyses both ministers' and laymen's views on polities, 
labour, penal policy, socialised medicine and military service, especially in 
_ relation to the ethical and religious thought of church members 


"Although the project is chiefly concerned with the interaction of Method- 
ism and American society, Dr. Nils Ehrenstrom of the university said, "the con- 
structive parts adopt a broad Protestant approach to the restatement of a Christian 
: phitosophy of society and the mobilization of Christian resources for redemptive 
social change." EPS, Geneva. 


Baptists Name Peace Commission Members 
(Rochester, New York) - Eleven countries are represented on the Baptist World 
Alliance Commission on World Peace, just announced during meetings in Rochester. 


Dr. C. Oscar Johnson, a former alliance president, is chairman of the group 
and the 26 members include Baptist leaders in Csnade, Chile, Czechoslovakia, the 
United Kingdom, Hong Kong, India, Poland, Nigeria, New Zealand, Russia and the 
United States. The commission will meet annually and study what Baptists can do 
to avert war and promote peace. 


Anglican Bishop Sees No Need for Women Priests 

(London) - "Men are men and women are women" and therefore women should be kept 
out of the Anglican priesthood, according to the former Bishop of London, Dr. John 
W. C. Wand. Those who want women priests, he said, ere "a small handful of women 
with, perhaps, a tiny backing of men". 


"After all," he continued, "men are men and women are women; the difference 
produces the mutual attraction between them. It is there in the nature of things, 
but it involves precisely the kind of emotional reaction which the clergy would 
find completely alien to the spirit of their work in divine service." EPS, Geneva. 


Merger Obstacles Raised for Moravians 


(Bethlehem, Pennsylvania) - If the Moravian Church in America (Unitas Fratrum) 
merges with any other group, it would be forced to sever connections with World 
. Wide Moravian Unity, according to a denominational symposium. 
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The symposium was held in connection with the Thi - j 
Moravian Ministers Convocation, meeting last month in eae ae Na er. 
been suggested that the 55,000-member American group explore union with other 
denominations. The symposium said its findings were based on the organic 
"privincial" structure of the international body, which stems from the work of 
fifteenth century Czech martyr, Jan Hus. EPS, Geneva. 


Church Unity Would Give Hope, Syrian Orthodox Bishop Says 


(Toledo, Ohio) - If a majority of Christendom is united "it will give hope to 
hearts that are without hope today," according, to Metropolitan Antony Bashir, the 
head of the Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church. 3 


Speaking to 1,700 delegates to the church's fourteenth annual convention, | 
in Toledo, Ohio, the prelate said that agreement among the nearly one billion 
communicants of the Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches should be the | 
first step toward the Christian unity advocated by Pope John XXTITI. | 


Protestants could not logically be asked to join the first phases of the 
movement initiated by the Ecumenical Council, he said, because of the many dit— 
' ferences on matters of faith. "You know how free thinking these (Protestant) 
people are. No one speaks for them," Metropolitan Bashir said. "But if a major- 
. ity of Christendom is united, this will inspire everyone." 


2 The Syrian church is a member both of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the USA and the World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva. 


Greek Hospitality Marks WCC Meetings 


(Athens) - Visits to historic Christian sites in Athens and on the Aegean islands 
_ of Rhodes, Patmos and Tinos were features of the "pilgrimage to Greece" made Ty 
some 200 participants in the meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council . 
of Churches in the second half of August. 


The Metropolitan of Rhodes, Spyridon, welcomed the guests: in the ancient 
mountain monastery of Phileremon and arrenged for them to journ / to the tiny cha- 
pel at St. Paul's harbour near Lindos, traditionally honoured as scene of the 
apostle's landing mentioned in Acts FANE 


A two-day cruise back to Athens sncluded an ascent on donkeys to the famous | 
Monastery of St. John the Divine on the island of Patmos and to the cave which the . 
Orthodox Church venerates as the place where the writer of the Book of Revelation ; 


received his visions. 


. Many of the travellers also joined in a dawn liturgy at the national shrine i 
of the Annunciation on the island of Tinos. In Athens archaeologists took a 
large group to the Acropolis and to Mars Hill and the ancient market place, both i 


associated with St. Paul. 


n the Orthodox cathedrals on Rhodes and in Athens 
One of the six World Council presidents, the Very 
Cathedral of Rhodes. A reception and service 

lical Church at Athens on August 30. 


Liturgies celebrated i 
were attended by WCC guests. 
Rev. John Baillie, preached in the 
were also arranged by the Greek Evange 


_ the Greek Government and the Greek Orthodox Church, who acted with the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople to invite the Central Committee to hold its first 


Local hospitality arrangements were made by a committee representative of ; 
‘ Meeting in an Orthodox country: EPS, Geneva. 


. 
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in Brief 
| 
The upper house (Council of States) of th ian | i j 
ate he Indian parliament has rejected 
es cinca at. canara be by a Communist leader, Bhupesh Gupta, to intro- 
i11 aimed at prohibiting the Roman Catholic Church Q i 
from “engaging in political activities". Ga Giga pa aa 


a4 a 
| ww x 
: 


| The National Council of Churches in New Zealand is giving "close attention" 
avo a recommendation that.Billy Graham be invited to return in 1960. The request 
was made by committees which helped organize the American evangelist's 1959 New 
Zealand crusade. 


Ma iva 
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i The Far Hast Broadcasting Company says targets of its 100,000 watt Christ- 

, jan missionary radio transmitter being erected at Okuma, Okinawa, are tallror 

— Communist China and parts of the Soviet Union". The agency now has 13 broad- 
casting stations. 


-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 


| By the end of August a total of $26,233 has been channeled through the 
} In addition, 54,709 


- the Reformed Church of the 
nds - are beginning separate 
churches during the next 


fonnonite Church in the United States has 


urged all its congregations to open their membership to everyone, regardless of 
race or national origin. The congregations also were asked "to purge themselves 
from prejudiced attitudes and practices toward racial and other minority groups" 


and "to oppose such prejudice wherever it appears". 


The General Conference of the } 
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Seotland's National Bible Society have held 


an exhibition of Bible illustration and a study conference in Edinburgh attended 
by Bible Society representatives, publishers, illustrators and art critics. The 
exhibition is open during the three-weeks' Edinburgh Festival and includes early 


hand-painted work, carly printed illustrations and contemporary examples. The 
display was opened on August 22 by the Earl of Wemyss and has been arranged by 
the Rev. James Chisholm of the Extra-Mural Department of Edinburgh University. 


The United Bible Societies and 
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Forty-three congregations of the Church of the Brethren in the Eastern 
Pennsylvania District are raising a memorial fund honouring members of the i 
denomination who were killed last August in a crash of a KIM plane bringing them 
back from a 25th anniversary celebration of the founding of the church in Germany. | 
The fund will be used for work cemp and student exchange projects. 


Document \ 


METROPOLITAN NIKOLAI'S MESSAGE OF GREETING TO THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE MEETING ! 
OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCERS i 
i 


Dear friends and Christian brethren! 


Remembering my encounter and discussion with representatives of the World 
Council of Churches in Utrecht last year, I take with great pleasure this op- 
portunity to address to the meeting of leading workers of the ecumenical movement 
a word of welcome, sympathy and good wishes. 


I greet the members of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
first of all as champions of Christian reunion. We Orthodox Christians are in 
great sympathy with the ecumenical movement because we believe that our western 

| brothers honestly aim at overcoming the destructive separation in faith "in order 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace". (Eph.4:3). 


Our sympathy with the ecumenical movement, which finds its expression in the 
Church's prayer "that they may all be one" under our Lord Jesus Christ, is in- 
Spired by the fact that in spite of separation, all Christians continue to pray 
"Our Father"; that all of us keep the Word of God, which is given to us in the 
Bible and in the Holy Gospel, and that we are all bound together by love for our 
Lord Jesus Christ. May therefore this common Christian treasure serve our unity 
in the love which is strong enough to enlighten all Christians by a true faith, 
thus enabling them to communicate in the life of the Church. 


We Orthodox cannot but sympathise with the measures taken by the World Coun- 
cil of Churches and directed towards the solution of man; social problems of our 
time. Tho fight against social untruth because of our realisation of the truth 
of Christ, the efforts to help the under-developed countries, the condemnation 
of colonial policy and race discrimination - all this is worthy of the active sup- 
port of all Christians in accordance with the demands of Christian conscience. 


Our common moral task is the struggle to stop the nuclear weapons tests and 
to achieve their complete abolition. Therefore we Orthodox entirely share and , 
support the efforts of the World Council of Churches towards this aim. 4 


In the meantime, I think it necessary to express the hope that the social 4 
concern of the World Council of Churches will not overshadow the main task of 
the ecumenical movement, which aims at the unity of faith that is divided by 
differing interpretations. We Christians must stand above the political contra- 
dictions of our time and give to the divided peoples an example of unity and 
peace, brotherhood and love, removing ourselves from all self-sufficient isola- 
tionism and unfriendly relations to each other. 
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With this in mind I again address my greetings to the participants of the 
meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches on behalf of 
the Russian Orthodox Church and express my satisfaction that its representatives 
have, for the first time, the possibility of observing the work of the ecumenical 
organisations, thus contributing to our mutual understanding. 


J I pray for God's blessing upon the work of the Central Committee of the 

_ World Council of Churches and wish the meeting blessed success in the solution of 
the questions they have to deal with, and I beg you to believe in our collaboration 
in everything which can serve the great task of re-uniting the Christians as well 
as the strengthening of peace among the nations. 


Signed: Metropolitan Nikolai 
of Krutitsy and Kolomna, 
Moscow Patriarchate of 
the Russian Orthodox 
Church . 
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“US Church Membership Highest in History 

(New York) - Church membership in the United States now stands at a record-breaking 
109,557,741 persons according to new statistics published in the 1960 Yearbook of 
American Churches. 


The figure represents 63 per cent of the country's estimeted population of 
173,374,000 - the highest ratio of church membership in US history. It is 
a gain of 5,368,063 persons in 1958 or a rise of five per cent as compared to a 
population increase during the same period of 1.7 per cent. 


Of the new total 61,504,669 are Protestants, 39,509,508 are Roman Catholics, 
5,500,000 are Jews, and 2,545,318 are Eastern Orthodox. The total increase of 
Protestant bodies during the year was reported at 2.8 per cent. 


The figures on Protestant membership, based on statistics filed by 224 churches, 
show the Methodist Church is the largest Frotestant denomination with 9,670,690 
Members. Second is the Southern Bantist Convention with 9,202,205 and third is the 
National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. (Negro) with 5,000,000 members. 


Total figures are based on memberships reported by 251 church bodies in 49 
states, including Alaska for the first time, and the District of Columbia. The 
Yearbook is published by the National Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 
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Gardinal Underscores Faith of Poles 


_ (Czestochowa, Poland) -— Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, Primate of Poland, has denounced 
what he termed "certain circles" in Poland who have predicted that the Polish nation 


"would grow indifferent toward the faith and the people would gradually abandon 
their priests and churches". 


The faith of the Polish people is "superbly strong" and any "attempts to under- 
Mine the Church" are doomed to failure, the Primate told an audience estimated at 
100, 000 persons making an annual pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa. 


"Governments come and go", he strecsed, "but the family and the Church remain." 


. Cardinal Wyszynski also warned against "undermining" attempts being made by 
the Polish National Catholic Church. This church, he said, "is not Christ's Church 
but that of the usurper". (The Polish National Catholie Church in Poland is a 
branch of the Polish National Catholie Church formed in 1904 in Scranton, Pa., and 
belongs to the Utrecht Union of Old Catholic Churches. The church, which does not 
“Pecognize the Pope, has about 300,000 members in the US, Canada and Poland.) 
. EPS, Geneva 


Three US Student Groups Merge 


A 


(Oberlin) - A National Student Christian Federation has been inaugurated in the { 
USA at a service of dedication held in Oberlin, Ohio. ; 


the ceremony, in which 250 clergy and student representatives of more than 
40 Protestant groups participated, marked the formal recognition of the merger of f 
three Frotestant student organizations - the United Student Christian Council, the i 
“Student Volunteer Movement and the Interseminary Movement. All three groups were ) 
previously related individually to the National Council of Churches' Division of | 
Christian Education, with which the Federation also now will be affiliated. 


Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy, NCC associate general secretary, told a dinner held in | 
“connection with the inauguration that the student Christian movements in US uni- 
versities and colleges "must grow from a:sense of oneness in Christ, and from a 
determination that this oneness shall be made manifest and hence effective in the 
college and university world." EPS, Geneva | 
f 


Colombian Presbyterian Church Becomes Independent 
(Bogota) - After 103 years of missionary work in Colombia, the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA has turned over its equipment and institutions to the Colombian 


Presbyterian Church, with the assurance that it will continue to help the still 
small national church carry out its mission. 


. 
Official recognition of the independent status of the Colombian Church was 
given at a ceremony held recently in Bogota attended by representatives of both 
‘churches. The first act of the Colombian Church following the ceremony was the 
acceptance of the thirty-six former missionaries as fraternal workers and their 
assignment to various fields of work. 


The Colombian Presbyterian Church was organized in 1937 as a Synod composed of 
‘three presbyteries. Besides its congregxtions located in six departments (Antio- 
quia, Atlantico, Cordoba, Cundinamarca, Santander and Tolima), the Synod directs 

23 primary schools and four high schools, a literacy programme, a youth organization 
and a community health pr gramme. EPS, Geneva 
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_ (Havana) - The Cuban Council of Evangelical Churches has gone on record "without 
reserve" in support of the government of Dr. Fidel Castro. 


In a strongly worded statement released in Havana, the Council "categorically 
refuted" charges that the Castro government is "within the orbit of Communism" and 
endorsed Castro's efforts to "graft into the life of the (Cuban) nation the Chris- 
tian principles of liberty, equal ity and the brotherhood of man." 


_The Council said it regretted any "temporary lack of understanding" among 
Americans of Castro's social and political goals. The Castro government has been 
under strong criticism in some US circles for its revolutionary "extremism". 


In a sinilar statement issued recently eight leaders of seven Cuban Protestant 
_ Church organizations, defended the Castro government as a'true revolution". (See 
EPS No. 35) EPS, Geneva 


"Khrushchev Visit to US Churches Urged 

(Rochester) - A prominent Baptist leader has suggested thet Soviet Premier Nikita 
‘Khrushchev be invited to attend Sunday church services during his visit to the 
United States. 


Dr. Theodore F. Adams of Richmond, Va., president of the Baptist World Alliance, 
said that such a visit would show Mr. Khrushchev "what religion means to America 
and to Americans". 


He said the Russian leader should also be given the opportunity to see other 
phases of american church life including Christian education, orphanages and hos- 


pitals. 


"Je want Mr. Khrushchev to sense the true strength and greatness of our country," 
_ he said. "Certainly one important source of that strength is our Christian faith 
and I trust that he will have an opportunity to sense that and to see what religion 

' means to America and Americans." 


| The Baptist leader made his suggestions in a letter to President Eisenhower, 
made public at a recent Baptist World Alliance Executive Committee meeting in 


4 Rochester, New York. EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


4 The Vatican Radio has reported that a conference will be held at Venice next 
_ year between Orthodox and Roman Catholic theologians. It described the meoting 
as being on a wider and more representative basis than any that had occurred in the 
' past, but underlined that while the Roman Catholic Church encouraged such contact 
it will not invest such encounters with its official consent. 


x & 


Churches near strikebound steel mills in Gary, Ind., USA, are remaining open 
around the clock to "encourage people to offer prayers for the solution of the 
deadlock". In addition two ministers are conducting services on the picket line, 
as a result of plans made Inst June by the Lake County Council of Churches to 
provide services if and when the strike was called. EPS, Geneva 
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_ A Special Report 


4 The International Missionary Council will coordinete new moves in theological 
) education as a result of decisions taken at major mectings near Paris this summer. 


The Council's Administrative Committee decided to launch a two-year programme 
_ of investigation ond discussion cn "new forms of ministry, including voluntary non- 
professional ministry" in areas where the younger churches are expanding fast. 


The need for new experiments was underlined in discussions ot the Administra- 
| tive Committee's July meeting. Bishop J. Lesslie Newbigin of the Church of South 
India, the IMC's new general secretary, reported on the development of training 
programmes for laymen who serve as pastors and evangelists in India. 


The international study of new patterns will culminate in a world meeting. 


Intensified action to improve theological education in Asia, Africa and Latin 
' America was announced after the July mecting of the IMC's Theological Education 
erund, also held near Paris. 


A directing group of 31 experts from areas including the Southwest Pacific met 
to hear reports of travel and survey by Fund director Dr. Charles Ranson and 
associate director Dr. Charles Forman. Detailed accounts were also given of plans 

to improve library and text-book facilities in key theological serinaries supported 
by the fund. 


The textbook programe aims to make possible "the preparetion and circulation 
of adequate but inexpensive textbooks in scme twenty lenguages, with emphasis on 
the work of indigenous writers acting under the oversight of competent regional 

' committees in each language area". 


Grants mide to theclogical institutions under the four-million dollar Fund's 
drive to raise the level of the ministry include $110, 000 provisionally allocated 
for 2 new institution at Yaounde, Cameroun, and $75, 000 toward relocation of Trinty 
Theological College, Ghana, to bring it into association with the University 
College of Ghana. The Yaounde project will be supported on a "more than dollar- 
for-dollar" basis by seven churches and missions. The subsidy for the Ghana move 
'46 a little over a third of the total needed. Local churches will provide the 


' rest. 


A sum of $300,000 was voted for use in the next twelve months in providing 
library books and periodicals for some 220 seminories, with grants vorying from 
$300 to $2,500. These grants are seon as a first step in the implementation of 


aside. 


Other plans include faculty exchanges, travel for library advisers, the hold- 
ing of workshops and area consultations to map out development of the growing pro- 


gramme of the Fund. 


The TMC's Administrative Comittee also decided to set up an International 
Projects Fund to sponsor "growing points in the Christian world mission". Items 
for possible inclusion in the experimental plan in addition to the survey of new 


the full textbook programe, for which a quarter of a million dollars has been set 
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forns of ministry are expansion of existing ecumenical study centres in Asia and 
the Near East and strengthening of regional developments such as the East Asia 
‘Christian Conference and the emerging all-Africa Christian cooperative body. 


The Working Cormittee of the Dopsrtment of Missionary Studies, which is a 
joint enterprise of the IMC and the World Council of Churches, has developed a. 
scheme for world-wide study of the mission of the Church in "this ecumenical ago". 


. The investigation will begin with formulation of a basic statement by an indi- 
vidual writer on the new way of seeing the Church's task. This statement will be 
criticised and tested at a number of regicnal conferences held at points where 
mission boards and churches are working together. 


| The IMC Administrative Committee heard evidence of “overwhelming support" 
for the proposed integration with the World Council of Churches in late 1961. 
Opposition from constituent national councils in Norway, Belgium snd Brazil was 
‘reviewed. iAgreoment was later reached in the Joint Committee of the IMC and WCC 
on proposals for the constituticn of the unified world body. Churches in the WCC 
‘and councils in the IMC will be asked tc comment on the proposals within a year. 


. The new chairman of the IMC, Dr. Christian Baeta of the University College 
‘of Ghana, tock over during the summor. Dr. Baeta, who has been teaching for a 

year at Union Theological Seminary in New York, has been a vice-chairman of the 

IMC. He has now returned to his Ghana post. EPS, Geneva 


THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE ECUMETICAL PRESS SERVICE WILL APPEAR ON OCTOBER 2, 1959. 
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Meeting of Roman Catholics and Orthodox at Rhodes, August 21, 1959 -. Page 6 


Roman Catholic Journalists Describe Rhodes Meeting with Orthodox 


(Geneva) - A Roman Catholic international news service issued in Switzerland has 
published details of an unscheduled meeting between Roman Catholic journalists and 
Orthodox delegates at the meeting of the WOCC's Central Committee held in Rhodes, 
August 19-27. (See EPS No. 34) 


The agency, KIPA, of Fribourg, quotes a description of the meeting by Father 
Antoine Wenger, editor of the Paris Roman Catholic daily "La Croix", who was one 
of the Roman Catholics present. 


Father Wenger reports that "the very strong Orthodox delegation at Rhodes, as 
a gesture of goodwill to the Catholic guests, gave a dinner in their honour. Con- 
versations followed that took place in an atmosphere of great brotherly charity. 


"In the course of this meeting", the account continues, "Monsignor Dumont 
gave his views on the "rapprochement" of the Greek and Catholic churches". 


(Father Christophe-Jean Dumont, a Paris Dominican, who directs the "Istina" 
Institute, has been an active Roman Cetholic worker for Christian unity for many 


years.) 
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Father Wenger's account (for text see EPS page 6) goes on to say that according 


to Father Dumont "the first step, as counselled by Pope John XXIII, will be better 
mutual acquaintance and reciprocal respect". 


Father Dumont is reported to have said further that "a meeting might take 


place between Orthodox and Catholic theologians. It would not be a learned congress 


and purely theoretical, but a fraternal discussion on the conditions for the reunion 
for which so many souls long", he! declared. 


In a concluding appeal Father Dumont continued: "If I speak with such clearness 


I ask you to believe that I have the requisite authorisations and wholehearted en- 
couragement to enable me to do so", 


Father Wenger adds that "for the sake of the success of an undertaking of this 
kind the Director of 'Istina' asked everyone to be discreet". He quotes Father 
“Dumont as saying: "Good makes no noise and noise does no good". 


"Alas", comments Father Wenger, "this advice was not heeded. The press 
“agencies represented at Rhodes sent out sensational despatches during the night." 


The "La Croix" editor comments that while the stories in the press created a 
“difficult situation, the explanations published in Rhodes and Rome "dissipated any 
“uneasiness on the part of the World Council of Churches". 


J The General Secretariat of the World Council of Churches in Geneva, after 
“publication of the "KIPA" and "La Croix" reports, commented in a five-point state- 
‘Ment: 


i "]. There is nothing unusual in the fact that Roman Catholic and Orthodox 
theologians desire to have theological conversations. 


"2. What is unusual is that such conversations are described as dealing with 
the conditions of reunion and that special emphasis is given to the fact that 
they are officially authorised. In the Radio Vatican broadcast of September 
3 - a broadcast that has been described by Father Wenger as "officieux" (semi- 


official) - the result of the meeting was described as the official organisation 


of a meeting of Roman Catholic and Orthodox specialists and as 'a resumption of 
conversations between the Church of the East and Rome on a wider and more 
representative basis than in the past’. 


"3, In these circumstances it was highly unfortunate that the Roman Catholics 
who came as guests to the meeting of the Central Committee in Rhodes did not 
inform the responsible leaders of the committee of their intentions. 


"4, It is equally unfortunate that instead of following the counsel of dis- 
cretion which they had given, the Roman Catholic participants in the meeting 
themselves spoke to the press about it at Rhodes. 


"5, The contradictory nature of the statements in the Roman Catholic press 
and radio concerning the nature and significance of the proposals made by the 
Roman Catholics at Rhodes, far from dissipating the malaise already created, 
only add to the confusion and this cannot be in the interests of Christian 
unity." EPS, Geneva 
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#0 thodox Spokesman Says "No Formal Talks" with Rome 


(Geneva ) - A spokesman for the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople has said in 


. that "no formal talks of any kind" are contemplated with the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


Archimandrite Emilian Tiniadis, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
at the WCC's Geneva headquarters, in a statement issued this week in reference to 

the Meeting of Orthodox and Roman Catholics on the island of Rhodes on August 21, 

emphasized that "many further corments exaggerating the importance of this meeting 
"have been made in the press and by the Vatican Radio". 


Father Timiadis said that "the Ecumenical Patriarchate still holds to its policy 
of remaining with the World Council and regrets the unfortunate implication that it 
is in one way or another trying to weaken its relationship with the World Council." 


The full text of the statement reads: 


"Although it has been made claar that the meeting at Rhodes between 
Orthodox delegates and the Roman Catholic observers was of a purely informal 
and friendly nature, nevertheless many further comments exaggerating the 


Naat of this meeting have been made in the press and by the Vatican 
adio. 


The Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople wishes to reiterate, 
however, in order to make things quite clear, that no formal talks of any 
kind are contemplated. The Ecumenical Patriarchate still holds to its 
policy of remaining with the World Council, and regrets the unfortunate 
implication that it is in one way or another trying to weaken its relation- 
ship with the World Council. 


More than ever the Ecumenical Patriarchate wishes sincerely to co- 
operate for the restoration of the unity of the Church and the common faith." 
EPS, Geneva 


US Churches Support Khrushchev Visit 


(Washington, D.C.) - A delegation of more than 100 clergy and laymen representing the 
Constituent denominations of the National Council of Churches has assured President 
Eisenhower of prayers and support in the forthcoming exchange of visits with Soviet 
Premier Nikita S. Khrushchev. 


The group, headed by NCC President Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg of St. Louis, Moe, was 
“described as "the largest and most representative group of Protestant churchmen ever 
“to call on the President. Thirty of the Council's 33 constituent denominations were 
“Tepresented, 26 hy cither the titular head or chief executive officer, or both. 


The delegation told the President they would pray that in connection with the 
Soviet premier's visit to the United States "we might demonstrate by our courtesy 
and self-discipline that we are not overwhelmed by alien and repulsive ideologies and 
“that any visitor sees our country as it truly is." 


The churchmen's statement to the President emphasized that despite dangers in- 
volved in the visits, including "the illusion that an exchange of visits can eradicate 
easily the problems which are the continuing concern of diplomacy," the United States 
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In a message issued to NCC member churches, which together have 38,000, 000 
members, Dr. Dahlberg called upen them to recite a special "Prayer for the Nation" 
in connection with the Khrushchev visit. The prayer invokes the guidance of God 
toward a permanent peace and asks that "the clouds of suspicion and fear now shadow- 
ang the life of mankind be cleared away" and that mankind be delivered from "the 
treachery of subversive groups that would exploit for their own purposes the hopes of 
humanity for peace and justice." 

The exchange of visits has also been supported in a resolution «dopted by the 
International Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ). It termed 
the exchange "a step towards bridging the chasm of suspicion and mistrust which has 
"recently existed between the US and the Soviet Union. 


| Meanwhile the Federated Russian Orthodox Clubs at their 33rd annual convention 

in New York urged, in a letter sent to the President, that Premier Khrushchev be 

anvited to attend Russian Orthodox churches on his visit to see that "God is worshipped — 

“in absolute freedom" in the United States. The letter said that the visit would i 
show Mr. Khrushchev that Russian-Americans “have organized, built and supported i 
(their churches) of their own free will and without governmental supervision or } 

Scontrol". 


The Federation is a religious, cultural, charitable and social organization of 
the Russian Orthodox Greek Cetholic Church of America, representing about 25,000 i 
persons in 150 chapters. It does not recognize the Moscow Patriarchate of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. EPS, Geneva 


‘Archbishop Clark Installed as Canada's Ninth Primate 


(Ste. Anne de Bellevue, Quebec) - The Rt. Rev. Howard Hewlett Clark, 56, Bishop of 
Edmonton, Alberta, has been installed as the ninth Primate (chief bishop) of the Hy 
Anglican Church of Canada. He succeeds Archbishop Walter Foster Borfoot, of Rupert's Hi 
Land, who retired last December. 


Bishop Clark, who now takes the personal title of Archbishop, was elected to the 
position by the church's triennial General Synod, shortly after his presentation of 
“the first "thoroughly Canadian" version of the church's Book of Common Prayer. He had H 
‘served as chairman of the central sub-committee responsible for the revision, which i 
has been in process for 16 years. 

5 

_ ‘The revised edition was endorsed by the more than 330 bishops, priests and lay- 
‘men from the church's 28 denominational dioceses in 65 minutes after he began his 
‘presentation. Observers said the time set a record for such an action, and many 
“delegates were reported "flabbergasted" by the speed and ease with which it was ap- 
Proved. 

“ The revised book now goes into permissive use throughout the church until the 
“next General Synod in 1962 gives final and absolute approval. The new edition does 
“not change Anglican doctrine, but eliminates archaisms, incorrect translations and 


‘words whose meaning has changed. 


y 
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zz In another action the synod approved a $100,000 fund-raising campaign to assist 
overseas refugees during World Refugee Year. 


The action followed within minutes an address by Dr. Leslie Cooke, associate 
‘general secretary of the World Council of Churches, in which he urged that Canada 


os 


do its share in receiving the ill, aged and handicapped refugees. 


a 
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¥ He noted that "great as has been the hospitality" of Canada in receiving refugees, 
it has "on the whole picked out/only the healthy and the potential economic assets. 

Its record in receiving the so-called hard core," he added, "is put to shame by 
countries like France, Belgium, Greece and the Scandinavian lands." 


Dr. Cooke urged the churches to use their influence with the government, to 
“start campaigns for resources and call attention to the most helpless and pitiable 
cases. ) 


| "I'm not pleading for some bit of Christian humanitarian Red Cross activity,” 

he said. "I'm pleading for Christian action based on the Christian Gospel. Do it 

for the faces behind the figures - for the love and grace of what Christ has done." 
EPS, Geneva 


‘Father Rakale Denied Passport 


‘(Johannesburg, South Africa) - A leading African clergyman who opposes his govern- 
QTent's apartheid policies has been denied a passport and told he cannot leave the 
country. 


i The Rev. Leo T. Rakale, a member of the Anglican Community of the Resurrection, 
said he was denied the passport for a trip to England to visit the order's mother 
Whouse at Mirfield, Yorkshire. He attributed the rejection of his application to 
his association "with groups opposed to the government's policies". 


The first non-European to join the order, Father Rakale was a colleague of the 
Rev. Trevor Huddleston, who before his recall to England in 1956, was the community's 
“most outspoken opponent of racial segregetion. Since then Father Rakale has con- 
“tinued Father Huddleston's work to improve conditions among underprivileged Africans 
in Johannesburg. EPS, Geneva 


Christian Unity Advance Seen by British Leaders 


(London) - A leading Anglican has predicted closer relations between the Orthodox 
and non-Orthodox member-churches of the World Council of Churches as a result of the 
WCC Central Committee meeting held at Rhodes (August 19-27). 


The Rt. Rev. S.F. Allison, Bishop of Chelmsford, writing in the current issue 
of the "Church Times", British Anglican weekly, says "there is no doubt that many 
misunderstandings have been removed and closer relations established" at the meeting. 


He adds: "The warmth of the welcome given to us by the Metropolitan of Rhodes, 
who endeared himself to us, and the hospitality we received from all our Orthodox 
hosts have been a clear token of their affection for their fellow-Christians and of 
‘their desire for a closer rapprochement within the fellowship of the World Council." 


_ Dr. Ernest A. Payne, Baptist vice-chairman of the WCC's Central Committee, in 
an article in his church's publication, The Baptist Times, said that at the meeting 
leaders of Eastern and Western traditions "looked at one another more closely and, 
‘under Twentieth Century conditions, have come better to understand one another. 


7 "A corner has been turned on the still long and precipitous path toward full 
Christian unity and fellowship," he wrote, "but a corner, which like the hair-pin 
‘bends on the steep hillside, might have beon the scene of disaster." EPS, Geneva 


hee Ses 


t 
© 


ie 
th 
Ht 
| 
b 
5 
it 


No. 37 - September 18th, 1959. 


Document : 


Meeting of Roman Catholics and Orthodox 
at Rhodes, August 21, 1959. 
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The following description of the meet- 
ing at Rhodes (see EPS page 1) was or- 
iginally published by Father Antoine 
Wenger, Editor in Chief of the Paris 
daily "La Croix", who was present at 
the meeting. It is reproduced here 
from the international Roman Catholic 
service (KIPA), Fribourg, September 4, 
BS beh 


' "The very strong Orthodox delegation at Rhodes, as a gesture of goodwill 
_ to the Catholic guests, gave a dinner in their honour. Conversations followed 
that took place in an atmosphere of great brotherly charity. 


"In the course of this meeting Monsignor Dumont gave his views on the 
"'rapprochement' of the Greek and Catholic churches. The first step, as 
' counselled by Pope John XXIII, will be better mutual acquaintance and reciprocal 
| respect. 


"Father Dumont went on to say that 'a meeting might take place between 

| Orthodox and Catholic theologians. It would not be a learned congress and 
purely theoretical, but a fraternal discussion on the conditions for the reunion 
for which so many souls long', he declared. In conclusion Father Dunont said: 
"If I speak with such clearness I ask you to believe that I have the requisite 
authorisations and wholehearted encouragement to enable me to do so!'. 


"For the sake of the success of an undertaking of this kind the Director 
_of 'Istina' asked everyone to be discreet. 'Good makes no ncise and noise does 
no good' he said. 


"Alas, this advice was not heeded. The press agencies represented at 
' Rhodes sent out sensational despatches during the night." EPS, Geneva 
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Orthodox Leader Cites Success of WCC Rhodes Meeting 


(Geneva) - A top-ranking prelate of the Greek Orthodox Church said in an interview 
here that Eastern Orthodox Church leaders regard the recent meeting of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches as "very successful" in building 
stronger relations between Eastern and Western ehurches. 


Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America said that the nine-day mecting (August 19-27) held on the Island of Rhodes 
gave many Orthodox leaders their first opportunity to learn at first hand about 
the work of the World Council. 


As a result, he camented, "those wio attended feel thet the World Council is 
an organ of divine providence to bring the churches together". 


The meeting, the first major World Council event held in a country in which 
the Eastern Orthodox Church is the predominant religious body, had the largest 
attendance of Orthodox leaders in WCC history. 


. Archbishop Iakovos made his comments in an interview held at the headquarters 
of the World Council, of which he is one of the five presidents. 
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He noted that the Ecumenical Patriarchate gave no authorization for the un- 


scheduled conversations between Eastern Orthodox representatives and Roman Catholic 
journalists held at the Rhodes meeting. 


| For this reason, he said, the Patriarchate has "no official knowledge of such 
talks and ignores the fact that they ever took place". 


| Speaking officially on behalf of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Archbishop 
Takovos noted further that the Fatriarchate has given no authorization for any 
conversations between the Eastern Orthodox and the Roman Catholic Church. 


He said that no representatives have been named and there has been no official 
communication between the Patriarchate and the Vatican concerning such conversa- 
tions. 


. He said officially the Patriarchate "knows nothing" about plans announced by 
the Vetican Radio for conversations with Orthodox representatives in Venice next 


my Cal e 


He stressed that the Patriarchate would not consider the possibility of a 
meeting with Roman Catholic representatives until it receives an official overture 
from the Vatican. When that is done, he added, "the Patriarchate will make the 
decision as to when and where the meeting will be held". 


Further, he said, the Eastern Orthodox Church will "never participate in any 
conversation with the Roman Catholic Church which does not have as its eventual 
aim the inclusion of Protestants". 


Archbishop Iakovos emphasized that "the ecumenical movement is not a movement 
between Protestant and Orthodox or between Orthodox and Roman Catholics, but a 
move towards the unity of all Christians". 


"We are not interested in the restoration of the unity broken by the division 
with Rome, but in the unity of the body of Christ", he observed. 


Archbishop Iakovos announced that as a move towards Christian unity the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate will establish an ecumenical study centre on the Island 
of Rhodes. ‘The centre will be started next year and will operate during the 
months of July August and September. During the first two weeks of July the 
¢entre curriculum will be devoted to "pan-Orthodox" consultations between repre- 


sentatives of all Orthodox churches. 


During the remaining months it will be devoted to study and discussions 
between representatives of Orthodox and Protestant communions as well as Roman 
Catholic representatives "if they desire to attend". Initial enrolment is an- 
ticipated at between forty and sixty students. 


Archbishop Iakovos said that the plan for the centre grew out of closer 
relations established between the Eastern Orthodox churches and other member 
churches of the World Council at the Rhodes meeting. EPS, Geneva 


i 
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EMBARGO: For release 
Family Planning Held as Christian Responsibility aem.'s Oct. 7, 1959. 


(Geneva) - Strong support for family planning as part of the answer to the world- 
wide "population explosion" is given in a long awaited report of a special 
Christian study group, published in the Ecumenical Review (October 7), The report 

is released for the first time in the quarterly journal of the World Council of 1 
Churches. It is published in Geneva, Switzerland. 


Accepting the thesis that the limitation or spacing of children is morally 
valid, the group held that "there appears to be no moral distinction between the 
Means now known or practised, by the use whether of estimated periods of infer- 
tility or of artificial barriers to the meeting of the sperm and ovum - or indeed 
of drugs which would, if made effective and safe, inhibit or control ovulation in 
a calculable way." 


Noting that the current population explosion which means an annual increase 
of 50 million persons causes grave "social, political, economic and even religious 
repercussions", the study group states that "its shock waves buffet countless 
human families". 


, Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox churchmen were participants in the group. 

_ The Orthodox member indicated that the historic and doctrinal position of that 
church requires a different approach at certain points. The most notable dif- 
ference was on the question of family planning. According to Orthodox teaching 

_ the only means of family limitation allowable is by the means of marital abstinence. 


The study group, made up of theologians, doctors, students of the family and 
of international affairs, including a number of women, met at Mansfield College, 
Oxford, England, in April, at the request of officers of the International 
_ Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches. The group speaks only for 
itself and its findings do not bind the sponsoring organizations or related agencieSe 


The turpose was to stinulate more serious ecumenical study on the populations 
_ problem and the related question of family planning. 


The group held that advances made in medical knowledge give husband and wife 
the responsibility in Christian conscience to use this knowledge "in relation to 
the procreation and nurture of children". 


After a review of available church statements on responsible parenthood, the 
group noted some of the recurrent themes as elements of an emerging consensus 
among Protestant and Anglican churches: 


"There is repeated stress on the spiritual character of true matrimony, 
expressed in physical union and transcending ite The 'two become one' is 
part of God's grace, to be accepted as a mystery and lived in faith. 


The family likewise is surrounded by grace. Children are the gift of God, 
and procreation is sharing in God's creation. 


Christian marriage and family life are consequently described in terms of 
responsibility; the mtuality of husband and wife, the loving care of 
parents for children, the love and respect of children for parents, the 
duties of the family in the service of socicty, the obligations of all to 
God and his Church. There is repeated emphasis on the applicability of 
principles of stewardship to procreation within the marriage bond, and on the 


duty of the Church to inculcate such principles. i 
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True marriage and parenthood are seen at the same time to be part of the 
realm of Christian freedom. This means freedom from sensuality and 
selfishness which enslave. It also means considerable latitude of choice, 
when the motives are right, in regard to mutually acceptable and non- 
injurious means to avert or defer conception. Marital freedom, indeed, is 
the pre-condition of marital responsibility." 


4 The report also recognizes |the need for comprehensive and balanced programmes 
_ of economic and social development, including an extension of family planning, and 
_ stresses the responsibilities which rest upon individual parents, and upon the 

- churches in the guidance of parents. 


Dr. Norman Goodall, London secretary of the Joint Committee of the two 

. Sponsoring groups and the convenor of the meeting, said that it is hoped the 
Mansfield Report, the comment of the churches upon it, as well as the statements 
_ on the issues by the member churches in recent years, will provide the policy- 

- me&k ing Central Committee of the World Council of Churches with data for its ow 
deliberations on this subject ot its meeting in August 1960. EPS, Geneva 


_ New Report Cites German Clergy Shortage 


(Munich) - The acute shortage of Protestant clergymen in Germany is underscored 
. a ae statistical report issued in Munich by the Evangelical Church in Germany 
EKD). 


The report reveals that more than 3,000 parsonages in Germany are vacant or 
filled only provisionally. 


It notes that the EKD's 13,046 ministers serve an average of 2,256 persons 
or a ratio of one pastor to 1,500 members in rural areas, and one to as many as 
4,000 in predominantly urban areas. 


‘ The report says the clergy shortage is particularly severe in East Germany, 
where almost one third of the pastorates are vacant. This situation is aggra- 
“vated, it observes, by Communist measures to discourage young people from study- 
ing for the ministry. Further, it said, the farming areas, once the greatest 

' single source of ministers, particularly in southernGermany, is today providing 
_ only six per cent of the theological students in Bavaria. The total current 

- enrolment at the Evangelical faculties of West German universities is given as 

- about 2,000 as compared to a postwar peak of almost 4,000 in 1951. 


' To help meet the shortage, the roport says, the Protestant churches of 

_ Germany have begun to admit laymen without theological training as "academic 

_ pastors", following periods of special instruction. There are an estimated 
1,000 of these working at prosent in Germany. At the sane time, it said, the 
churches are recruiting more and more laymen to take over a large share of work 
in the parishes. EPS, Geneva 


"Year Abroad" Plan for Seminarians Announced 


(Oberlin, Ohio) — A programme to provide practical means of giving US theological 
students first hand contact with the world-wide mission of the Christian Church, 
has been announced by the newly organized National Student Christian Federation of 


the National Council of Churches (see EPS No. 36). 
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| Under the programme ten seminarians will study abroad for one year at six 
theological schools located in India, the Philippines, Hong Kong, Ghana and 
Argentina. They will reside at the schools and take academic work for full or 
partial credit at the schools they attend in the United States. They will also 
do field work and take study in specialized areas. The programme has been or- 
‘ganized in cooperation with the overseas boards of Protestant denominations. 


a EPS, Geneva 


End_of "Cold War" Between Christians Asked 


(Chicago) - A prominent Lutheran theologian, Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan, Jr., has called 
for the "end to the cold war among Christians" and the initiation of "creative 
dialogue" between Roman Catholics and Protestants. 


. "For too long both Roman Catholics and Protestants have been content to recite 
Slogans about their side and to repeat slanders about tho other Side", he declared. 

"There are many indications that in place of slogans and slander both sides 
want dialogue." 


q Dr. Pelikan, who is professor of historical theology of the Federated 
Theological Faculty of the University of Chicago, addressed a luncheon at which 
he was presented the $12,500 Abingdon Press award for his new book "The Riddle of 
Roman Catholicism". 


Dr. Pelikan said he hoped his book would contribute to conversations between 
leaders of the two faiths and urged that to be creative they need "accurate in- 
formation, fuller understanding, candid criticism", and "plain, though not 
ordinary, good will". 


He added: "Christians on both sides will have to admit that they can learn 
@ great deal not alone from one mother, but from the non-Christians or at least 
the non-churchly world about which they often speak so harshly and hypocritically." 


The Abingdon prize is given to encourage the writing of books of "outstanding 
Merit" on Christianity. Dr. Pelikan's book, which deals with the history, future 
and beliefs of Roman Catholicism, was chosen from 125 manuscripts submitted. 

EFS, Geneva 
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{New York) - Archbishop Theophilus, second ranking prelate of the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church, has issued an appeal to all churches to help in the evangelization 
of non-Christians in Africa. 


| The archbishop, who is a member of the Central Committee of the World Cauncil 
of Churches, reported that'his church, to which Emperor Haile Selassie and nearly 
even million of his subjects belong, had baptized more than 100,000 African 
Converts during the past three years. 


. However, he noted that the 21 million population of Ethiopia includes, in 
addition to its eleven million Christians, six million Moslems and 150,000 Jews, 
ath the remainder made up chiefly of animists. He stressed that with the new 
Mphasis on self-determination and freedom in Africa today, the Ethiopian Orthodox 
hurch as an autonomous and indigenous church is the proper instrument for the 
‘€vangelization of large numbers of Africans. 


a Archbishop Theophilus spoke at a luncheon given in his honour by the US Con- 
erence for the World Council of Churches. He had been making a two-week visit to 

he United States as the guest of Archbishop Athansius Samuel of the Syrian 
tiochian Orthodox Church. EPS, Geneva 
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- Dutch Resettled with WCC Aida 


(Rotterdam) - Six hundred former Dutch residents of Indonesia who had to leave 


their homes two years ago because of the political situation have sailed from 
Rotterdam for new homes in the United States. 


They will enter the country under provisions of the new Pastore-Walter Act 
which allows for the immigration of 3,000 "cases" or about 9,000 "repatriated" 
persons from Indonesia now living in the Netherlands, before the end of next June. 


Of the new arrivals about half are sponsored by the World Council of Churches. 
The remainder are sponsored by the Christian Reformed Resettlement Committee and | 
Roman Catholic agencies. f 


Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, director of the World Council's Service to Refugees, 
in Rotterdam for the sailing, noted that "Dutchmen are the best emigrants", and 
that "without hesitation the WCC goes bail for Dutchmen who as a rule have a great 
adaptability for living in foreign countries and within a short time begin making 
positive contributions to the Social, economic and spiritual life of the communi- 
ties in which they resettle". 


Dr. Chandler said the World Council will aid in the resettlement of about six 


M thousand of the nine thousand persons eligible to enter the country under the act. 
; EPS, Geneva 


Cameroon Churches Move Towards Unity 


(Yaoundé, the Cameroons) - Major steps towards unification of two Presbyterian 
churches in the Cameroons, West Africa, have been taken here. 


\ Representatives of the 83,000-member Presbyterian Church of the Cameroons 
_ and of the African Protestant Church have adopted a statement of agreement looking 
_ towards the eventual formation of one church. 


: The action has been described by the area's daily newspaper "La Presse du 
Cameroun" as "a decisive turning point in the development of the Protestant Church 
in the Cameroons and in Africa". 


The Presbyterian Church of the Cameroons, which is mainly active in the 
southern part of the country, was formally established in December, 1957. It is 
the outgrowth of more than 100 years of mission work of the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA 


The African Protestant Church (formerly the Ngumba Protestant Church) was 
established from missions of the French Reformed Church. Both churches use the 
French language in addition to the vernacular. 


Following the adoption of the statement of agreement, the representatives 
voted to mark the date of the meeting (September 3) as the Feast of Reconciliation. 
They also made plans to hold special ceremonies in both Yaoundé where the Cameroons 
Presbyterian Church has its headquarters and in the Kribi area, where the Ngumba 


Church is located. EPS, Geneva ti 
In Brief ' 
The Lutheran Student Association of America has voted to participate in the 

recently formed interdenominational National Student Christian Federation. The plan 

to take part in the new US group reverses a position taken last year when the asso- 
ciation announced it would not become part of the federation because it was not "a 
true student movement". Since then, association officials said, they have been 
assured federation policies will be the direct responsibility of students. (See EPS 
te 36) 
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CCIA Issues UN Memo 


» (New York) - A memorandum stating its views on 35 agenda items before the United 
“Nations General Assembly has been distributed to more than 700 delegates and al- 
) ternates by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. The Commis- 
" sion is the joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the International 

_ Missionary Council. 


Disarmament is likely to have a prominent place in the current Assembly de- 
a bate, according to Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the CCIA, which maintains 
) offices in New York, London and Geneve. 


7 ‘Premier Khrushchev's proposal for complete disarmament, the submission of 
' a three-stage plan by the United Kingdom Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
' Selwyn Lloyd, and the insistent call for a safeguard agreement by US Secretary of 
) State, Christian Herter, forecast a prominent place for the qestion of disarma-~ 


' ment at this assembly," Dr. Nolde observed. 


The CCIA memorandum holds that "objectives of a strategy to combat the menace 
of atomic war are inter-related and inter-dependent". It mentions "ceasing tests, 
halting production, reducing existing armaments with provision for warning against 
surprise attacks, the peaceful uses of atomic energy, peaceful settlement and peace- 
ful change". 


If no sufficient general agreement can be reached "partial agreements should 
be seriously explored and, if need be, reasonable risks should be taken to advance 
the objectives which must continue to stand as inter-dependent", the memorandum 
suggests. A warning is issued that these "tortuous questions must not be over- 
simplified", since this "needlessly opens the docr to violation of justice and 
the reign of force. An open society is one key to peace, and first steps may well 
lie in making more friendships and contacts between peoples". 
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A treaty to cease all nuclear weapons testing - atmosphere, space and under- 
ground - should be urgently sought, CCIA says. Such a treaty would "represent 
the beginning of specific controls, may lead to measures of disarmament verified 
by international inspection and control, and will help to eliminate dreaded risks 
to health". The powers are called upon "not to resume tests unilaterally in 
order that statesmen may have time to achieve agreements and the international 
Situation may not deteriorate. 


The churchmen ask that tests for peaceful purposes or for more certainly 
identifying possible underground explosions should henceforth be under interna- 
tional control. "In particular, so long as international control is under dis- 
cussion, powers which have not made tests as yet should not launch them anywhere 


‘for military purposes." 


On the subject of outer space, the CCIA memorandum points out that the world 
today faces a situation similar to that of 1945 when the power of the atom was 
first harnessed. "If chaos is to be avoided, all activities in outer space must 
be subject to an international rule. There mst be equal opportunity for peace- 
ful, scientific initiatives. The military rivalries of earth are too dangerous 
to project into space." 


All governments, especially those which have the largest experience in the 
problems of outer space, should support the positive efforts of the United 
Nations to meet these needs, CCI‘ says. 


The 53-page memorandum has also been sent to the commissioners and national 
commissions related to the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs in 
70 countries. Relevant statements by the CCIA and its parent bodies are cited 
in the memorandum as basis for the position on various issues. EPS, Geneva. 


Churches A2d Typhoon Victims 


(Geneva) - Immediate response by member-churches to its appeal for funds to aid 
victims of Typhoon'Vera' in Japan is reported by the World Council of Churches. 


Contributions totalling more that £13,000 from churches in the Netherlands, 
the United Kingdom and Germany were received within hours following a cabled 
appeal, the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees has re- 
ported. It said additional contributions from churches in other countries are 


expected daily. 


The funds are being used to set up first aid stations and centres for dis- 
tribution of food, clothing and other needed supplies in the stricken areas under 
the auspices of Japan Church World Service and the Christian Medical Association. 


The typhoon - reported as the worst to hit Japan in a quarter of a century - 
left an estimated 3,660 dead, 174 missing and 12,736 persons injured, according 
to reports cabled here by WCC Japan representatives. 


Funds contributed thus far were $3,000 from the churches in the Netherlands; 
$5,600 from United Kingdom churches; and £4,500 from German churches. In ad- 
dition to the request for aid made through the WCC Geneva office, Japan Church 
World Service has also sent a direct request to Church World Service (USA) for 
thirty freight carloads of US surplus milk and flour. EPS, Geneva. 
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_ New Era _in Ecumenical Movement Forsseen 


(Geneva) - Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches said here on Sunday, October 4, that the ecumenical movement has moved 


‘ into a new stage of development characterized by "extension, complication and : 
development". 


3 "The time is over when it was a movement of Christian people who had some 
J general interest, some vague good-will towards each other and some general hope 
_ that the Church would play its part in the world," he declared. "Today we need l 


ee +0u8, mature leaders who will carry forward the life of the movement." 


The WCC leader addressed students and guests at the opening session of the 

8th term of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at the Ecumenical Institute 
of the World Council of Churches, at Bossey, outside Geneva. 

: 

; Dr. Visser 't Hooft noted that the ecumenical movement has been extended geo- 

_ graphically in Asia, through the new Fast Asia Christian Council and in Africa, 

_ Europe and other parts of the world. 


— 


As a result of its growth and the new interest, he added, “the way in which 
the ecumenical movement defines itself becomes of greater importance all the time". 
“He added that such questions rise particularly in relation to 

the unity sought by the ecumenical movement with regard to both mission and 
renewal. 


| Mje see thet unity cannot be a unity that is empty," he declared, “it must 
at the same time be a unity that is renewal. The question arises - is it the 
task of the World Council to bring the churches together and then they draw their 
own conclusions, or should the World Council at certain points give certain direc- 
tion to the churches?" 


. Dr. Visser 't Hooft also described the ecumenical movement today as "far more 
complicated" than previously. He attributed this to the emergence of the Roman 

- Catholic Church and the Russian Orthodox Church as "potentially active" centres of 

ecumenism within the recent past. 


. While it is now generally believed that Pope John XXIII's Ecumenical Council 
- will include only Roman Catholics, he said, "the Roman Catholic Church has seen the 
ecumenical movement as an important moverient for the total life of the church and 

we must take seriously this interest of theirs". 


‘ Dr. Visser 't Hooft said of the Russian Orthodox Church that "on the whole 

there are reasons to believe we can work out good relations with the Moscow Pat- 
riarchate in the coming years". He cited the recent visit of two representatives 

of the Patriarchate both to WCC headquarters here and to the meeting of its Central 
Committee in August and the forthcoming visit by WCC leaders to the USSR in 


December. 


A total of 40 students from 17 nations and representing nine denominations f 
are enrolled for classes during the 8th semester of the Institute. Theme of 
the four and a half-month course is "The Ministry and Ministries Within the Life 
and Mission of the Church". Also under discussion will be Orthodox theology and ty 


Wuakerism. 


¥ 
es 
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Guest lecturers will include Bishop Stephen Neill, of the Church of England 
Dr. Douglas V. Steere, of Haverford College, Haverford, Pa., (USA), and proreseen 
von Allmen of the University of Neuchaétel, Switzerland. Professor J. D. McCaughey 
of Ormond College, Carlton, Victoria, Australia, will lead the Bible studies on the 
theme, and this term's tutor will be Pastor Dr. Lukas Vischer of Switzerland. 


“tudents enrolled represent the Presbyterian and Reformed, Anglican, Method- 
ist, Lutheran, Orthodox, United, Disciples, Moravian and Baptist Churches. They 
ieee the pee: Great Britain, India, South Africa, Australia, Brazil, 

e Cameroons, Ceylon, Uznadsa, Ethiopia, Greece, Hong Kong, Jape M ASCE 
Sweden and Switzerland. : Cy tae ee 


; Prior to the opening lecture the students, joined by WCC staff members and 
officials from the University of Geneva, gathered in the chapel at Bossey for 
opening worship and a sermon by the Rev. (Prof.) Jaques Courvoisier, Rector of the 
University of Geneva. Dr. Hans H. Wolf, Director of the Institute and Dean of 
the Graduate School, welcomed the students in a brief introduction. EPS, Geneva. 


Australian Churches to ~tudy Common Basis 


(Sydney) - New steps towards union with the Methodist and Congregational denomi-- 
nations have been taken by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia. 


The Assembly has voted to send Stete Assemblies and presbyteries the report 
of a joint commission of the three Churches asking that special attention be given 
to the section of the report dealing with the common beliefs of the three bodies. 
It has also recommended study of the report by both inter-denominational and 
denominational groups. 


Both the Congregational Union's Biennial Council and the Methodist Church's 
General Conference are expected to consider the three-way merger proposal at forth- 
coming meetings. EPS, Geneva. 


AVACO Will Mark 10th Anniversary 


(Tokyo) - AVACO, the Audio-Visual Activities Commission of the National Christian 
Council of Japan, will mark its tenth anniversary at ceremonies in Tokyo on 
October 24. The observance will be marked with the dedication of a new four- 
story addition to the Centre's headquarters. 


Started in 1949 as a small committee with no staff, no office and a budgst of 
£500, AVACO today has a thirty-seven member staff, an annual budget of £50,000 and 
a centre including three of the most modern and well-equipped recording studios i 


in Japan. H 


AVAGO serves the churches and missionaries in Japan in the fields of radio 
and television programming, production of films and other audio-visual materials. 
It produces three fifteen-minute radio programmes weckly including one choral 
music programme which reaches an estimated million listeners. In addition, it | 
serves as liaison with a government network for Protestant Christian broadcasting ib 
resulting in some 130 country-wide broadcasts by Protestant leaders annually. 


It also sponsors training workshops, publishes a monthly magazine. Since 
last summer it has also been the home of tho Asia Office of the Asia Conference on 


| Christian Mass Communications. AVACO executive director is Mr. Mathew S. Ogawa, 
BPS, Geneva. 


layman of the United Church of Christ. 
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Revised Italian Penal Code Asked 
(Rome) - A proposed revision of the Italian Penal Code providing new measures 
guaranteeing religious freedom will be submitted to the Italian Cabinet and Parl~ 
jament by national Minister of Justice, Guido Gonella. 


The revision stipulates a maximum penalty of six years in prison for anyone 
_ attempting to prevent free profession of a religious faith either in public or in 
_ private, or for attempting by force or threat to compel anyone to perform acts which 
violate his religion. . The code would not apply in cases where the religion in 
question was "against public order or good behaviour". 
| The revision, if adopted, will be incorporated in the section dealing with 
Noffences against the free profession of a religious faith" of the present Penal 
Code which was issued during the Fascist era. EPS, Geneva. 


f 
US Churches Plan World Order Sunday 


» (New York) - Special worship services and study programmes are planned in US Pro- 

; testant and Orthodox churches on World Order Sunday, October 18. The annual 
observance sponsored by the Department of International Affairs of the National 

Council of Churches, also marks the opening of United Nations Week. 

P 

\ 


. A message issued in connection with the observance deals with change as "the 

’ first fact of our time" and cites the fact that twenty-two new nations have come 
_ into existence recently, and fcur more in Africa alone, will soon gain independence. 
y 


It notes that these changes particularly challenge Christian churches and 
 itthat men and nations must increasingly live in a rule of law, in organized co- 


operation as in the United Nations, as a Christian conviction moving us to continu- 
ing action". EPS, Geneva. 


 Hungerian Reformed Pastors Addressed by Karoly O1t 

(Budapest) - An urge to intensify the struggle against "the reactionary elements 
concealed in the Churches" has been addressed to a conference of Hungarian Reformed 
Pastors by Karoly Olt, new Director of the Hungarian state Office for Church Affairs. 
Pointing out that the State considered it very important that "the churches should 
support the establishment of socialism", Mr. Olt assured the Reformed pastors that 
the government would do everything in its power to support "the forces of progress 
in the Church in their political struggle against reaction". He concluded by say- 
ing that he was confident that an increasing number of "progressive people" in the 
Reformed Church would unite in their support of the leaders of the church, and 
"participate actively in the struggle for peace and in the aims of the National 
Front". EPS, Geneva. 


in Brief 


The first Japanese missionaries to South America, their salaries paid by Swiss 
Methodists, are now working in the Okinawan colony in Eastern Bolivia. They are 
the Rev. and Mrs. khatsumi Yamahata. 


“ 


a 
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Dr. John Coventry Smith has been named general secretary of the Commission on 
Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. He 
fills the vacancy left by the death on July 30 of Dr. Charles T. Leber. Dr. Smith 
has served for the past year as associate general secretary in charge of the mission 
work of the Commission. A former missionary to Japan, he had earlier served for 
“several years as the Commission's secretary in the Far East. 


stele 
} 


; The one millionth copy of the Jubilee Bible printed by the British and Foreign 

_ Bible Society was presented to the Archbishop of Canterbury at a recent ceremony 
yin London. The Archbishop has been vice-president of the Society for nearly twenty 
‘years. The edition, which has five hundred line drawings, maps and visual aids is 
sold at below cost at eight and sixpence (approximately $1.25). Of the copies sold, 
over 600,000 have gone to local education authorities for use in schools. 


aes 
ras + 


4 Two industrialists have purchased the unofficial Church of England Newspaper 
from the firm of Marshall, Moran and Scott, well-known evangelical publishers. 

‘The new owners, Alfred G. B. Owen, 51, and John Cordle, 46, have announced the news- 
“paper will "encourage a more positive evangelism... and put forward more down-to- 
‘earch views on practical issues such as divorce". 


Protestant historians will be invited by the Papal Historical Commission to 
‘attend the 1963 Conference of Historians, according to the Catholic Press Agency 
oeilPA. The 1963 meeting will be devoted to a study of "The Council of Trent and 
the reforms which it introduced". 


; An association of Lutheran Conferences and Conventions "to stimulate more live- 
‘ly discussion of modern theological problems", will be created as a result of a 
‘decision at the 1959 "Lutheran Day" at Fulda. The new association, which is under 
the chairmanship of Professor Wilhelm Maurer of Erlangen, will carry out its studies 
"on the basis of Lutheran theology, and at the same time seck to prevent theology 
and the Church from being used for political purposes". 


s 
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; A copy of the New Testament in the hands of every Frotestant soldier in the 

_ Austrian Army is the goal of a project being carried out by the Austrian Bible Com- 
mittee in cooperation with Dr. Helmut May, the Protestant army chaplain. During 

_ recent months more than 2,500 copies of the New Testament have been distributed with- 
out charge to service men in connection with the project. 


ot hin 


ve Communist propaganda, 73% of Roman Catholic children 
- completing school this year in the diocese of Berlin are not attending Communist 
Cardinal Dépfer, Roman Catholic bishop of Berlin, 


~ Youth Dedication ceremonies. ee 
) announced this figure at a meeting in Minster after a survey of the position of 
EPS, Geneva. 


the church in Eastern Germany. 
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- Colombian Bishops Authorise Compensation for Damaged Church 


" (Bogota) - The Colombian national secretariat of the Roman Catholic Episcopate has 
) asked Catholics in the city of La Plata to repair damage done to a partly erected 
> Protestant chapel in their area. 


A group of Catholic demonstrators oulled down a wall that was under construc- 
tion and scattered the bricks. 


The attack wac preceded by outbursts against the Protestants and the local 
authorities who had given permission for the chapel to be built for the hundred- 
member local Protestant community. 


The Catholic episcopate's appeal says the events were due to "proselytism, 
) which is trying to gain a foothold among the Catholic population, whatever the 
' cost and the methods involved". 


The Roman Catholic Secretariat goes on to emphasise that, in spite of this, 
"the use of destructive force can never be justified against such attempts at pene- 
- tretion by sects which have tremendous financial resources at their disposal". 
EPS, Geneva. 


ie 

; Roman Catholic Theologian Attacks Family Planning Methods 

te 

(Washington, D.C.) - 4 well-known American Roman Catholic theologian has criticised 

é a Christian study group's finding that chemical anc "artificial" methods of con- 
traception may be morally justified as a means of spacing families. 

Father-John Ford, Jesuit professor of moral theology at the Catholic Univer- 

- sity of America, commenting on the report of the group, which met last April in 


ee 
= 


an, 
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Oxford, ingland, reiterated his church's ace 


: eptance of the "rhythm" method that 
relies on periods of natural infertility. 


| "The use of the sterile périod is essentially different morally from the use 
of artificial contraception", Father Ford Said, "because the former does not des- 
troy the marriage act but leaves it intact". He went on to say that "there is an 
essential moral difference between abstaining from an act and performing it while 


at the same time mitilating it. One means is in accordance with nature", he af- 
firmed, "and the other is not". 


; 


, The report criticised by Father Ford was made public last week. It was pro- 
- duced by a group of theologians and social Scientists at the request of the Inter- 

ational Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches. The report's find- 

“ings do not bind either of the two world bodies. (See EPS no. 38) EPS, Geneva. 


‘Prison Demanded for Spanish Pastor 


} 

(Madrid) - A Spanish Baptist pastor, charged with removing seals from the door of 
his chapel and re-entering it after its closure by the police in 1954, is facing 
the possibility of three months in prison and a fine of 2,500 pesetas (£16, $45). 
The Rev. Jose Nunez told a civil court that in 1956 he removed weather-worn 
Paper seals affixed by police in 1954. He claimed that attempts to find out what 
‘authority had closed the chapel had been unsuccessful because his letters of pro- 
test, addressed to the government, were not answered. 


The public prosecutor said removal of the seals from the chapel, which had 
Previously been authorised by the Spanish Government as a place of worship in 1949; 
was illegal. He demanded the sentence and fine. 


The court did not immediately announce its judgment in the trial, which was 
attended by about 400 Spanish Protestants. Other observers included a represent- 
‘ative of the Southern Baptist Convention in the USA, which owns the chapel, and a 
US embassy official. 


Attempts by the defendant's lawyer to invoke guarantees of religious liberty 
an the national constitution were disallowed by the court as irrelevant to the case. 
EPS, Geneva. 


} * 
Division Mars Korean Presbyterian Assembly 


(Seoul, Korea) - A split occurred in the Presbyterian Church of Korea at sessions 
of its 44th General Assembly last week. 


rh Debate at the meeting broke out over porposals to recognise the name of the 
“new United Presbyterian Church in the USA, formed last year as the result of merger 
between the United Presbyterian Church and the Presbyterian Church, USA. The 
“second of these two bodies is the parent church of the Presbyterian Church in Korea. 


~The Korean church, with 555,000 members, is the largest in the country. A 
majority of delegates at its assembly, estimated at 150, favoured recognition of the 
Nate of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, but a more conservative minority 
of about 120 opposed recognition of the word "united" as implying approval of the 
ecumenical movement. 


The minority group also advocates withdrawal of the church from the World 
Cou cil of Churckas. 
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e Attempts to vote on the issue led to a "walk out" by adherents of the minority 
group. The majority met separately and elected the Rev. Chang Koo Yi as moderator. 
oA committee has been charged with immediate attempts to heal the rift in the church. 


L: After the assembly's rupture, a three-man deputation from the United Presby- 
terian Church in the US announced that proposed winding-up of the UPUSA's mission 
in Korea and its integration into the Korean church would be suspended because of 
the failure to show confidence in the new United States church. 

| Two major schisms have occurred among Korean Presbyterians recently. In 1951 
the fundamentalist Koryu Presbyterian Church seceded from the main body. The 
‘Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea, consisting of Canadian-related con- 
gregations, seceded in 1954. EPS, Geneva. 


More Visits Between Russian, German Churches 


(Berlin) - A five-member delegation from the Russian Orthodox Church will visit 
Germany, October 16-29. 


% The visitors will confer with leaders of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKD) at Arnoldshain near Frankfurt in West Germany, October 26-29, about ecumenical 
cooperation. 

Leader of the group is Bishop John of Berlin. He will be accompanied by 
Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy of Leningrad, who has this year visited World Council of 
Churches' headquarters in Geneva and the wWCC's Central Committee meeting on the 
Island of Rhodes in August; Professor Nikolai Uspensky, also a Leningrad theol- 
Ogical professor; Abbot Alexander Lechno of Berlin; and Professor Vladimir Talysin 
of the Moscow Theological Acadeny. 


The group returns a visit of church leaders from the EKD to the Russian Orth- 
odox Church in the USSR in the spring of 1958. 


Another group of five German church leaders from East Germany (DDR) visited 
the USSR in September. 


Reporting on the trip, general superintendent Fritz Fuhr of the Berlin-Bran- 
denburg church said thet Patriarch Alexius of the Moscow Church had received the 
delegation in his summer residence at Odessa. Referring to church unity the Pat- 
Tiarch told them: "The children love their Father in various ways. The Father 
‘loves all His children in the same way. It is in the love of the Father that our 
unity is to be found." 


- 


Superintendent Fiihr and two other delegates also went to a Bartist church in Moscow. 


In addition to Superintendent Fiihr the group included East German bishops 
Gottfried Noth of Dresden, Johannes Janicke of Magdeburg, Moritz Mitzenheim of 
Eisenach, Church President Waldemar Schréter of Dresden and Pastor Gerhard Lotz of 
_ Eisenach. EPS, Geneva. 


World YWCA Council Mests in Mexico 


(Cuernavaca, Mexico) - The policy-making Council of the World YWCA held its quad- 
rennial meeting in Mexico at the end of September. 


a 


The party went to theological training schools in Zagorsk, Leningrad and Odessa. 
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3 The first World YWCA conference to be held in Latin America, the Council was 
attended by two hundred and fifty delegates from more than sixty countries. 


3 Charged with mapping out general lines for the YWCA's work in the next four 

year period, the meeting reviewed services to refugees, YWCA social and international 
responsibilities, international exchange of funds, staff and training facilities and 
ecumenical questions. 


Q Speakers at the Cuernavaca council meeting were Professor P.R.Sherlock of the 
West Indies, on "Social Responsibility and Community Service"; Dr. Elfan Rees, ad- 
viser on refugee affairs to the World Council of Churches; and Mrs. Amalia C. de 
“Castillo de Ledon of the Mexican Government's education ministry. 


Fourteen teams of delegates are visiting YWCAs in North, South and Central 
fmerica and the Caribbean area as a sequel to the council meeting, which was pre- 
ceded by international consultations in Mexico on "Social and International Respons— 
ibility" and Leadership Development". EPS, Geneva. 
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(Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia) - The All-Africa Christian Conference Provisional 
Committee has appointed Dr. Donald M'Timkulu as its full-time secretary. 


4 Dr. M'Timkulu, 50, has been senior lecturer in education at the Fort Hare 
university college since 1956. Born in the Union of South Africa, he is a graduate 
of the University of South Africa, of Yale and of the University of Natal. He has 
also been a student at London University, England. 


The new secretary has held a number of academic appointments in his own country 
and served on public bodies. His appointment follows a process of selection by 

the provisional committee, wiich was set up following the holding of the first meet- 
ing of the all-Africa body in January 1958, at Ibadan, Nigeria. 


Dr. M'Timkulu succeeds the interim secretary, Mr. G. C. Grant. He will visit 
Switzerland in November to make contact in Europe with the World Council of Churches, 
the International Missionary Council and other churches and missions. 


| From February Dr. @'Timkulu will take up work in Africa. His headquarters will 
be at Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia. 


§ The provisional committee's meeting held at Salisbury in September, decided to 
prepare for another full meeting of the All-Africa Conference, probably in early 
1963. Dr. M'Timkulu has been appointed for a three-year period and will make plans 
for the meeting. He will strengthen and extend contacts between Protestant, Ang- 
dlican and Orthodox churches, organise meetings on ecumenical subjects, circulate 
study material and publish an information bulletin. 


. Objectives set down for future action by the new cooperative all-African agency 
at the Salisbury meeting are designed to help the churches follow political, in- 
dustrial and urban movements among African populations. The provisional committee 
noted that present "strong points" of the Christian movement are often in town and 
al parishes that are not well adapted to cope with the rapidly changing situation. 


suring up to the expansion of Islam, 
the fragmentation of 
ating with each other 


‘ The committee will try to find ways of mea 

the uprooting of tribal peoples by modern technical advance, 

Christians into many confessions and sects that are not cooper 

effectively, and stepped-up evangelisation in remote bush areas. 
+ 


es 
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The new secretary will work closely with people responsible for local experi- 
ments in Christian action in the family, the school and in political and social 
responsibility. 


. Participants in the provisional committee meeting at Salisbury under the 
chairmanship of Sir Francis Ibiam of Nigeria included well-known South African 
writer Alan Paton, Dr. George Carpenter of the International Missionary Council 
and the Rev. Philip Potter of the World Council of Churches, Geneva, staff. 
EPS, Geneva. 


; 
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_ Mica Aids Japanese Typhoon Victims 


(Nagoya) - Swift action by two German YMCA members has led to German help for vic- 
tims of the disastrous typhoon Vera that swept parts of Japan on the night of 
September 26. (See EPS No. 39) 


Albert Schwarz and Gerhard Gtithler, touring Asia in a Volkswagen bus, tele- 
phoned from Japan to the German National Committee of the YMCA in Kassel to report 
that YMCA volunteers in Japan were standing by to help, but needed supplies. 


Within an hour a sum of five thousand Deutschmarks ($ 1,090) was offered. An 
American airline offered to fly medicaments free from Germany daily in response to 
the appeal. 


German radio and television staticns broadcast the YMCA message and German 
firms have been sending emergency rations and medicaments in a large~scale relief 
campaign to help cope with widespread dysentery and the shock of a cold spell that 
has followed the tragedy. EPS, Geneva. 


In Brief 


: Ten well-known Methodist leaders from the younger churches are conducting a 
two-month "Mission to America" from October to December. Ordered by the 1956 
General Conference of the American Methodist Church, the mission aims "to lead the 
Methodists of America toward a great spiritual awakening". 


LARS 


' The Methodist Church in Czechoslovakia recently voted to grant women "equality 
in all functions of the ministry" and ordained three as deacons and four lay 
“preachers as lay deacons. Methodist adherents in the country are estimated at 
6,600. The Rev. Vaclav Vancura is superintendent. 


é 


‘ x * 


Dr. Howard Sehomer, president of the C:icago Theological Seminary and a for- 
‘mer staff member of the World Council of Churches, has been elected president of 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation, an international body of Christian pacifists. 
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A group of 39 Serbian Orthodox priests has just concluded a ten-day visit to 
the famous Orthodox monasteries on Mount Athos in Greece. The group, largest to 
visit Mount Athos since World War II, also visited Salonica and was received by 
Metropolitan Panteleimon. 


American Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam has been awarded the 1959 "Upper 
loom" Citation for outstanding Christian leadership. The honour is conferred in 
altimore, US4, by the bi-monthly devotional guide, "The Upper Room," issued in 31 
languages by the Methodist Board of Evangelism, The citation made special mention 


of which he was a president from 1948 to 1954, 


ZA LA 


_ Dr. Eugene Carson Blake defended contacts with Christians behind the iron 
surtain in an address to ministers and leaders of the Hungarian Reformed Church in 
orth America. "T am «lways worried," he said, "about those people who think that 
men a Christian talks to a Communist it is the Christian who is going to be con- 
erted to Communism, and not the Communist to Christianity." 


i as 


One hundred and fifty-three representatives of major Protestant radio and 
literature agencies of Latin America, the United States and Canada met in Cali, 
Jolombia, for a Congress on Evangelical Communications in September. They formed 
a new radio and television agency to be known as DIA (Difusiones Inter-Americanas), 
elected new directors for existing bodies, and laid plans for the next three years. 


eas 


Dr. U. Hla Bu of Rangoon, chairman of the Burma Christian Council since 1952, 
has been named as Henry WV. Luce Visiting Professor of World Christianity at Union 
theological Seminary, New York, for the academic year 1959-1960. 


Ke Pe 


. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran World Federation, has been 
visiting middle eastern countries. He has been received by King Hussein of Jordan 


of the World Council of Churches' Central Committee. EPS, Geneva. 
{ cy ea 


Correction: The Ngumba Protestant Church referred to on page 6 of EPS No. 38, 
October 2, was separated from the missionary work of the Presbyterian Church USA, 


and was not established from French Missions. 


# the bishop's services to the ecumenical movement and the World Council of Churches, 


in Amman and by the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople. Dr. Fry is also chair- 
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WCC Issues Second Appeal for Japan Typhoon Victins. 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has issued an appeal to its member churches 
‘for "substantial resources" to aid in the rehabilitation and reconstruction of 
“damage left by Typhoon Vera in Japan. 


bi In a letter directed to the relief and rehabilitation officials of its 172 
‘member churches in over 50 countries the Council asks aid for the long-term "nore 
/ arduous task of rehabilitation" of victims of the disaster. 


‘ The appeal is the second to be issued by the international organization to its 
-constituency for aid to victims of the typhoon which hit the country on September 
26, leaving Nagoya, its third largest city, almost completely devastated and in- 

- flicting damage on an estimated four-fifths of the country. 


At the same tine, it has been reported here, the East Asia Christian Conferdnce 
pe issued a special appeal to its constituency to aid disaster victins, 


: The earlier WCC appeal to provide immediate emergency aid resulted in cash gifts 
fron the churches totalling more than $50,000 and thousands of tons of food and 
bales of clothing sent into the country. 


732°> 2a 


: Action on the second appeal cane after members of the Administrative Committee 
of the WCCta Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees heard an eye- 
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witness report of the disaster by the Rev, Alan A. Brash, secretary for Inter 
Church Aid of the East Asia Christian Conference. 


Mr. Brash, who visited Nagoya within a few days after the typhoon struck, 
‘reported that in that city alone early figures indicated an estimated 3,688 
‘persons killed, 1,814 missing, 13,149 injured and 1,390,000 homeless, 


He told the committee that "nearly a week after the typhoon struck, bodies 
were still being recovered fron the flooded suburbs", 


Distribution of supplies sent by churches in other countries was organized 
through Japan Church World Service which went into "immediate operation" to pro- 
‘vide assistance, This included work camps manned by Christian students, medical 
‘service teams, distribution of anti~dysentery drugs, vitanin tablets and food 
supplies. 


Funds sent from abroad, he reported, were Supplemented by gifts and supplies 
from Japanese churches in unaffected areas. 


‘ Funds contributed by the churches thus far include $5,600 from. the United. 
Kingdom; $3,000 Netherlands; $4,500 Germany; 92,790 New Zealand; $1,200 
Australia; $5,000 Anglican Church of Canada; $5,000 United Church of Canada; 
$1,000 Burma; and $25,000 from Church World Service in the United States. 


ae 


the churches to provide substantial resources for the purpose of rehabilitation 
and reconstruction, so that from churches all round the world there may be a 
demonstration of solidarity with the churches and people of Japan in this time 
of great need, 


"It is not usual for the Division to take this kind of action", the letter 
said, "but we believe that the special circumstances of this situation not only 
Warrant the action, but are such that the churches will welcome the call for a 

Special effort and will be quick to make it". EPS, Geneva 


P 


ilerims Pray for Unity 
(Lourdes, France) — More than 40,000 pilgrims gathered during the National Rosary 


Pilgrimage at the shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes, offered prayers for Christian 
unity and the Ecumenical Council announced by Pope John XXIII. 


Cardinal Richaud, Archbishop of Bordeaux, who occupied the throne at the 
altar during Pontifical Mass, high point of the Pilgrimage, told the congregation 


‘that the Ecumenical Council needs "great spiritual preparation", 


He said that Roman Catholics should not only pray for Christian unity but 
"must take a wide view and forget sectarian quarrels. Progress toward unity is 
a natural consequence of the work of the Church", he declared. 


The Ecumenical Council "should inspire Catholics to search their souls and 
Survey their own religious behaviour", he stressed, EPS, Geneva 


In the new appeal for aid the World Council said that it had "decided to call 
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Korean Governnent Officials Praise Ilissions 


(Seoul, Korea) - The work of Protestant missions in Korea has been hailed in a 
unique nationally publicized tribute in Seoul on the 75th anniversary of their 
establishment. 


Sone 2,500 people crowded the city's Yonenak Presbyterian Church to hear high 
government officials express appreciation for missions work and their influence on 
corean life. Included in the audience, as special guests, were the approxinately 
900 Protestant missionaries now working in the country. 


{ The Minister of Mome Affairs, In Kyu Choi, in a major speech paid tribute to 

the Protestant church as "one of the strong bulwarks of our republic, The influence 
the Christian faith", he declared, "has penetrated every phase of Korean life 

ind culture. 


"In the field of social health and welfare, from the very beginning Christian | 
Missionaries have stood in the forefront of our country's continuing battle against 
‘isease and death." 


"Today we honour those who do not seek honours. We shall never forget the 
Sacrificial labour of these pioneers, whose nailes have become a part of our own 
istory", he said. 


The minister also praised Korea's Protestant colleges for bringing modern : 
sducational methods and standards to Korea and noted that of the 33 signers of the { 
Korean Declaration of Independence in 1919, 15 were Protestant Christians. 
. EPS, Geneva 


lew Zealand Storm Brews over Maori Footballers 


(Christchurch, New Zealand) - Church leaders of all denominations have protested 
figorously against 2 decision of the New Zealand Rugby Union to exclude Maori 

layers from a national team to tour South Africa in 1960. The Maori are the 
indigenous people of New Zealand. 
y 

' A petition being circulated throughout local citizens! committees calls for 
‘eversal of the decision. Endorsed by national leaders of nine churches and the 
Beneral secretary of the National Council of Churches, the petition will be used 
in asproaches to members of parliament. 
: f 
_ The National Council of Citizens' Committees making the protest is also con- 
Sidering an approach to leaders of New Zealand's political parties asking then | 
"to declare that the exclusion of Maoris from the team does not represent the view 
the nation and to reaffirm that the government and people of New Zealand stand 


for racial equality". 


—— eee 


Backers of the protest among the church leaders include the Roman Catholic 
letropolitan of New Zealand, and officials of the Presbyterian, Methodist, Con- 
sregational, Baptist, Greek Orthodox and Anglican churches and of the Churches of 
whrist and the Society of Friends. 


Maori players have been prominent menbers of touring teams from New Zealand 
Sent to other countries. The decision to exclude them from the group going to 
South Africa has been attacked as an acceptance of South Africa's segregation in 
porting events. EPS, Geneva 
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[ae —- Announcenent of the PE Oi virtual ending" of availability of US 
governnent surplus milk supplies for distribution by relief agencies to overseas 
needy has brought an immediate apneal from the World Council of Churches to "milk 
producing countries" to help fill the need, 


; The cuts, announced last week in Washington, D.C., will result in a slash of 
about one-third of the total overseas surplus food distribution shipments of Church 
lorid service, international relief and rehabilitation wing of the National Council 
f Churches. 


The cuts were made because of the exhaustion of commodities whieh have been 
fade available since 1954 through a special governnent programme. 


Last year Church World Service sent approximately one hundred million pounds 
Bt milk abroad. Approximately 40,000,000 pounds are sought to fill CWS comit- 
lents for distribution to 7,200,000 persons in 22 countries through June 1960, and 
facilitate "iiore gradual phase out" of the programme. 


_ The appeal for new sources to fill the gap was issued here by the Administra- 
tive Committee of the WCC's Division of Inter—Church Aid and Service to Refugees 
following a receipt of a cable from CWS headquarters in New York. 


Dr. Norris Wilson, New York, CWS director, in Geneva to attend a dormmittee 
jecting, said he was "shocked and ashamed" by the inpression the announcement 
Created in the intcrnational community. He gaid neither CWS nor any of the other 
shurch or secular relief agencies involved in the programme, as far as he knew, 
had given any advance warning and that the "suddenness of this action is totally 
ynjustified", 


" We said that if sufficient supplies cannot be made available from other coun- 
fries the churches will arrange to purchase some supplies of milk so that the 
progratine will not be cut off completely. EPS, Geneva 


New lutheran Church Plans Ecumenical Action 


a 


(Chi cago ) - An article providing for participation in ecumenical Christian activi- 
ties as a continuing programme has been written into the constitution of the new 
lutheran Church in process of formation by four US church bodies. 


The statenent, contained in an article setting forth the "objects and powers" 
of the proposed church, was approved at a meeting in Chicago by the Joint Con- 
mission on Iutheran Unity of the United Iutheran Church in America, Augustana 
Mtheran Church, Suomi Synod and the American Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


The article states: "This church lives to be the instrument of the Holy 
Spirit in obedience to the commission of its Lord." Specifically, it adds ina 
Six—-point sub-section, that it will "participate in ecumenical Christian activities, 
Contributing its witness and work and cooperating with other churches which confess 
God the Father, Son and Holy Ghost". 


Further, it states, the new church will "strive for the unification of all 
lutherans within its towdaries in one church and take constructive measures leading 
hereto". 
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i The governing documents for the new 3,000 ,000-member church, which will be 
the largest lutheran church in the US, are expected to be ready for consideration 
early in 1960 by the four bodies that launched the nerger negotiations three years 
“ag0. If these docunents are approved by then, the new church's constituting 
convention is planned for 1962. (See also EPS No. 22) EPS, Geneva 


“African Churches Seen Losing Ground 


ee <= - eee 


(Dallas, Texas) — A warning that Christianity is still losing ground in Southwest 
Africa, despite the apparent success of Protestant missionary activity, has been 
‘sounded here. 

Fp 

. Dr, Robert G, Nelson, of Indianapolis, Ind., missions executive of the Inter- 
National Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), told a neeting 
here thas the work is failing to keep pace with "the growing potential". 

y) 

While all Protestant groups are growing very rapidly in the regions south of 
‘the Sahara, he said, "Protestant churches are not tooled up with sufficient 
finances and personnel to mect the challenges of rapid social change". Further, 
he said, they have used out-dated missionary approaches and have failed to take f 
anto account the problems posed by increascs in population. 


| Dr. Nelson, who has spent 11 of the past 45 months touring missions in Africa, 
‘suggested that the only way Christianity can reach the African masses is through f 
their leaders, "I know that this concept is in conflict with the view of nany i 
‘church leaders", he said, "but in the present political atmosphere we will have to f 
Hove more rapidly if we are to seize the opportunities to give guidance". 

. EPS, Geneva 
j ti 


New Constitution for Hungarian Reformed Church 
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(Budapest) - A new constitution which will take into account "the changes in the 
‘social order" is being prepared for the Hungarian Reformed Church, Ae 


4 Five special cormzissions have been at work since last April on the new docu- 
tent, Bishop Elener Gydory told a recent mecting here. 


He said the new constitution is necessary because "the church is no longer a 
Mational church in a capitalist environment. Its task now" he declared, "is to 
@ive service in a state where socialisn is being cstablished." He said that 
leaders of the Reformed Church have "repeatedly stated" that they recognize. the 
meed for a new constitution. 


> het tri ere Mette oe 


-A draft of the document is expected to be submitted to the church bodies con- 
»cerned for ratification before final action is taken. EPS, Geneva 
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DWICis Ask Nuclear Tests Ban 


ee a ne 


(Cuernavaca, liexico) — The policy-making council of the World YWCA has concluded 
its quadrennial meoting here by calling upon member national associations to work 
Tor "enforceable permanent agreenents" on the suspension of nuclear testing by all 
nations. . 


I POT OT SEIS “RES <P a 


: The 250 delegates also urged "continued development of the peaceful uses of 
atomic energy under the best possible safoguards against the dangers involved, so 


that the resources given by God may be made available for the well-being of mankind", 
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In other action the council which has headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, 
also: | 
jl / 

Voted into affiliation new YWCAs in British Honduras, and Nevis, St. Kitts, 
and St, Vincent in the Carribean area} 


Voted to integrate into the World YWCA the Anjes de ja Jeune Fille, an organi- 
zation providing hostel and Aisa services for young women in Western Europe}; 


Re-elected as president 2 a second four year term the Hon. Isabel G, Catto, 
£ london, and as treasurer lime. Edouard Pictet, of Geneva. 


»* 
‘, 


, During the 16-day mecting delegates also made plans for a new study of wonen's 
education, called upon national and international organizations to make refugee 
relief "a priority" ond urged them to take action in the field of technical 
assistance in economic and social development in areas of rapid social change. 

(See EPS No. 40) EPS, Geneva 


State Authority Issue Stirs Gernan Controversy 


(Berlin) - A controversy by two of Gernany's most prominent church leaders over 
mhe allegiance owed by the individual to the state is creating discussion in 
yerman church circles. 

Involved are Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin-Brandenburg and Bishop Hanns 
pie: of Hanaver. 


The debate was started by references in a recent publication by Bishop ing 
Dibelius entitled "The Authorities" and dedicated to Bishop Lilje. In the publi- 
sation Bishop Dibelius said in his view the passage in Chapter 13 of the Epistle 

to the Romans dealing with authority cannot be applied without reservation to the 
totalitarian state, He defended his view with the interpretation that to St. 

Paul the criterion of authority is justice and righteousness, which do not forn 

the basis of a totalitarian state. 


_ The first verse of Chapter 15 reads: "Let every soul be in subjection to the. 
higher powers. For there is no vower but of God: the powers that be areuwordainéd of 
te d . " 
z/ Bishop Lilje in a recent issue of the "Hamburger Sonntagsblatt" took issue 
With the interpretation. He wrote: "Even a totalitarian state is destined by 
fod to fulfil the task of all governments, namely.to maintain human life. 


"Tt is responsible for ensuring that the people have an adequate food supply, 
for maintaining security on the roads and other things. A state which does not 
fulfil these duties is bound to disintegrate. Even through a totalitarian state 
God is exercising his rule over the world.” 


"By resnecting the state," he continued, "Christians remind it of the dignity 
Originally conferred upon it eo God, even if it has completely forgotten, or even 
lenied, that dignity. Of course the Christian Church must not worship the state 
3 in Decanting tines, or adopt a subaltern attitude, but it must remind the state 


r God's law." 


' Bishop Dibelius later auplified his views in a letter to Bishop Lilje in 
lich he said that he considered the Hast German traffic laws illegal and would 
= pay a fine for speeding than obey slow-down signals there. 
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"On mecting such a sign on the autobahn of the (Bast) ,German Democratic 
Republic", he wrote, "one is apt to see a Soviet car go by at top-speed, followed 
‘by & Soviet-zone state car. ‘They may go at top speed and I may not because I 
‘an not an official of the party". 


b The bishop said that slow—downs on the autobahn were caused either by the 
construction of roads to by-pass West Berlin "and thus serve to starve it into 
submission" or the Comunists' inability to finish a bridge across the Elbe River 
Mifteen years after the end of World War II, 


A This latter failure, he said, "occurred not because of the lack of money or 
material, but because the money and material are being spent to train battalions 
of Benon in strect fighting deemed necessary for the future occupation of West 
Berlin". 


He added that he considered it "blasphemy to regard the rulers of a totali- 
Tarian state as powers" in the biblical sense. ; 


Bishop Dibelius' interpretation has also been challenged by certain leaders 
of his own regional church, which includes portions in both Berlin in the West 
Zone and of Hast Germany. Many were reported "shocked" by it and expressed fear 
that the East German authorities will take advantage of it to increase the diffi- 
Culties of the churches. Jowever, in a lettcr sent to all pastors of the Berlin- 
Brandenburg church in which they disassociated themselves from the position, they 
emphasized that the controversy "does not imply any personal breach" with Bishop 
Dibelius. 


Bishop Dibelius, 75, is head of the Berlin-—Brandenburg Church and chairman of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany. A resident of West Berlin, he is prohibited 
from entering the East Gernan parts of his diocese, but is allowed to travel by 
the autobahn which links Berlin and Vest Gernany. EPS, Geneva 
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Watican Defers Mectings with Orthodox 


— 


(Rone) - A mecting proposed for next year in Venice between Roman Catholic and 
Orthodox theologians has been “indefinitely postponed" by decisions taken within 
the Vatican, 


The secretariat of the Congregation of Oriental Churches told reporters that 
the postponement was due to "complications". 


’ 


too much publicity". 


First woxd of the necting was made public after an unscheduled meeting be- 
tween Ronan Catholic and Orthodox participants at meetings of the World Council of 
Churches Central Committee on the Island of Rhodes last August. 


: On September 5 the Vatican Radio reported that the mecting would be held at 
Venice (see EPS No. 36). 


Renarking that "a necting between Catholic and Protestant theologians sche- 

duled at Assisi had already had to be postponed for the same reasons", the Reuters 

report says that "in the opinion of specialists, progress made toward putting an 

€nd to division between the Bastern and Western churches going back 900 years has 

aroused too much speculation in the press". EPS, Geneva 
7. 
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According to Reutezysreports the main reason given unofficially in Rome for the 
postponement was "the false hopes placed in the meeting, which were surrounded with 
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The Rev. Jose Nunez, a Baptist pastor, has been sentenced to two months in 
“prison and a fine of 1,000 pesetas (about $17) for breaking police seals on his 
chapel and re-entering the building (sce EPS Wo. 40). According to Reuters the 
sentence will not be cafried out because of a Spanish amnesty proclaimed last 
‘year when Pope John {II becane Pope. 


can 


_ President-general A, Harold Wood, of the Australian Methodist Church has 
"asked licthodists to pray for the day when Presbyterians, Congregationalists and 
jicthodists "shall be one in the service of Christ". The Methodist General 

_ Conference is expected to follow the Presbyterian General Assenbly and the Con- 
“@regational Union's biennial meeting in considering a proposal for nerger of the 
three churches. 
* % 


The Ecumenical Council of Finland in Helsinki has announced it will appoint 
7a special Ecunenical Music Commission to further ecurcnical work in the realn 
of church music. The council has also reported it will propose to member chur- 
"ches that a special offering be made in the parishes during the Week of Prayer 
‘for Christian Unity to underwrite expenses of the purchase of Finnish paper for 
the preparatory booklets for the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
»to be held in New Delhi, India, in late 1961. 


eg 


The Finnish Ilissionary Society has announced it will undertake work in West 

) Pakistan in cooperation with the Danish Pathan Mission. The society, the oldest 
rand largest of the missionary boards of the Iutheran Church of Finland, celebrates 
-its ‘centenary this year. 

x % 


Headquarters of Heifer Project, Inc., interdenoninational US church-sponsored 
/relief programme, will be moved from New Windsor, Maryland, to Upper Darby, 
Pennsylvania. The move is being made because of "operational advantages" 
“according to an announcement. It said the new location is near good travel 
facilities and will enable the project to establish better communications with 
the agencies which support the work. Heifer Project, established in 1944 under 
‘the acgis of the Church of the Brethren, sends heifers and other livestock to 
'needy farmers overscas. 


eo 


a An ecumenical institute is to ve founded in Skalholt, Iceland, where the 
“Church of Iceland celebrated its ninth centenary three years ago, and where a 
“new cathedral is under construction. The institute will serve as a link be- 
tween the Church of Iceland and sister churches in Scandinavia and will be close- 
ly related to the Ecunenical Institute in Sigtuna, Sweden. 


oe 


A "Year of Jubilee" will be observed in 1960-61 following formation of the 
Mew 2,200,000-menber Anerican Lutheran Church scheduled to hold its constituting 
convention next April 22-24. With the theme "On the Way Rejoicing" the year 
/Will be devoted to prayer, Bible study and evangelism in the new church's 5,000 
congregations. A special $2,000,000 offering for projects including nissions, 
theological education and general charities will be sought during the year. The 
Merger will unite the Jvangelical, Anerican Imtheran and United Evangelical 
lutheran Churches. 
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The Institute for the Study of Confessions, Benshein, Germany, has published 
- a 490-page volume entitled "Ilixed Marriages — Handbook of Spiritual Care", The 

_ volume contains advice on mixed-marriage problems by eminent Protestant authori- 
ties and includes a summary of secular and Ronan Catholic narriage law, and a 
survey of the Roman Catholic position on mixed marriages. 


*) 


Closer cooperation between agencies concerned with the welfare of scaren 
and their families was urged at the third international conference of the Inland 
Searien's Mission held recently at Honberg, Germany. Attending were 70 repre- 
sentatives of Protestant organizations in the Netherlands, Belgium, France, 

, Switzerland and Geornany. 


x % 
An Institute of Orthodox Theology will be established in connection with the 


Theological Faculty of the University of Helsinki, Finland. Announcement of 
the Institute has beon made by Professor A.T. Nikolainen, Dean of the Faculty. 


eX 


Growing pressure by clergy and other cormunity leaders for repeal -.or anend-— q 
ment of South Africa's "Inmorality Act", which prohibits marriage and cohabitation 
across the colour line is reported in Johannesburg. Opponents of the act have 
emphasized that miscegenation cannot be stopped by law and the problen is better 
handled through education. The act has also been widely denounced on the score 4 
that it opens up wide possibilities of blackmail, since the stigma of being 
) Charged with its violation, even though innocent, is considered enough to ruin | 
_ the average man, particularly if he holds a prominent position in the white if 
community. | 


St ae 


The Rev. Edward R, Wickham, Sheffield, England, has been nominated as 
Bishop Suffragan of Middleton within the Diocese of Manchester. Bishop-elect 
Wickham is now Canon Residentiary of Sheffield Cathedral and Diocesan Missioner ‘ 
in Sheffield. He has worked in industrial missions for the past fifteen ycars i 
and is regarded as a pioncer in the field. Many clergymen who are now indus- 
trial chaplains were trained under hin, He is the author of "Church and People 
in An Industrial City". 
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The Rev. Andrew D. Kayira, nominated by the Governor of Nyasaland to the Nyasa-= 
land Legislative Council, has resigned his seat following the burning of his 
hone at Karonga, Northern Province, two days after his appointment. Mr. Kayira 
was one of four Africans appointed to give the Africans a nominal majority in 
the Legislative Council. He is the minister in charge of the Presbyterian 
Church of Central Africa at Karonga, the scene of some of the most violent rioting 
in disturbances earlier this year. No one was injured when the house was burned 
and most of the property was saved, a report said, EPS, Geneva 
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A Special Report 


a 


(Capetown) ~ Christian youth in Africa have been challenged to make real the 
"deeper unity" between Christians despite racial and social barriers. 


Dr. Jac J, Muller, South African Dutch Reforned professor, told a summer 
confcrence of 800 students and teachers that "at a tine when racial questions 
and segregation are the prevailing topics of the day, it is incumbent upon 
Christians to act as bridges between the races". 


"In fact", he declared, "they should be the bridge which brings people 
together, binds them together and holds then together in spirit even though 
they are separated in political and social life." 


"Christians nust never adopt the attitude of apartheid (racial segregation) 
said Professor Iiuller. "In spiritual life we have to do with the new nan in 
Christ and in this new life there is no segregation - nothing but unity and 
fellowship of all Christians in their Lord, Christ is one, and the Kingdon 
of God is one and indivisible. There is not one Christ for white people and 
another Christ for non-white people. Heaven is not divided into separate 
parts for the different races. 


"In relation to Christ differences of birth and nationality are meaningless 
and so are differences of class or cultural levels," he continued, "This is 
far from implying a ‘levelling down!. Even when people become Christians, 
the existing 'divinely-appointed differences! still renain in the natural order 
and in human life. 


"But a deeper unity becones a parent, Like the different fingers of the 
Sane hand, despite the differences between then, Christians find their unity in 
Christ and the new life which he gives." 


Professor Muller was addressing a conference of the Student Christian 
Movenent at Winkelspruit, near here. His audience included Europeans, Bantus, 
Indians, Chinese and others, EPS, Geneva 
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Orthodox Leader Reaffirms Unity Views 


(Cooperstown, New York) -— Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Arclgiocese 
© of North and South America has reaffirmed the willingness of the Orthodox Church 
* to hold “ecumenical diaiogues™ with the Roman Catholic Church, if such dialogues 
» have as their aim the eventual inclusion of Protestants. 


In a press interview at the House of Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in Cooperstown, N.Y,, Archbishop Iakovos emphasized the readiness of his 
church to engage in conversations with all churches including the Roman Catholics, 


"but never for bilateral unity’ 


"The union of all Christians is what God demands, not the formation of 
bilateral fronts of conventiona] unity. It is not only God that demands this 
from us, but all the people whom we Say we serve but whom in reality we divide," 


he said. 


Archbishop Iakovos told the House of Bishops that he had expected “rather 
more serious reaction than mere cancellation" of planned theological conversation 
between Orthodox and Roman Catholic theologians. The talks had been announced 
for Venice next year. (See BBS Nos. 37, 38, 41) 


The prelate, who is a president of the World Council of Churches, emphasized 
that any such talks should be undertaken only with the approval of the Ecumenical 
' Patriarchate of Constantinople. Such approval was not given for the Venice 


talks, he pointed out. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion 


in and about the Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for 


opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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The proposal for the Venice talks grew out of a4 strictly wofficial meeting 
between Roman Catholic priests and Orthodox participants attending a World 
Council of Churches' meeting in Rhodes in August. The discussions were called 


off by the Sacred Congregation for the Oriental Church in Rome, according to an 
announcement on October 20, 


Archbishop Iakovos said that the Roman Cathlic Church should be "more 


* . { 4 . *. . 
' realistic" because the great international issues of our times "cannot be con= 
_ fronted by one church alone", 


We cannot combat political totalitarianism - or atheism in all its forms - 
Without joining hands, he said. He called for a more serious consideration of 
church unity. 


"The reunion of churches is not simply a matter of discussion, It is the 
duty and obligation of all of us", he declared. "What is needed more than any- 
thing else today for ‘ecclesiastical reunion' is: the unity of our hearts; the 
fortification of respect and trust in our relationships; a united front in the 
face of the disturbing domestic and international issues; and humbleness before 
Christ and total giving of ourselves to His Gospel." 


The archbishop praised the role of the World Council of Churches in creating 
a new attitude on the part of Christians in the West towards Christians of the 
East. 


He said that the Ecumenical Patriarchate had never hesitated "to speak freely 
and conscientiously to all the churches; the Roman Catholic, the Lutheran, the 
Anglican and the Old Catholic as well as other churches belonging to the World 
Council of Churches. The Orthodox Church was “often literally alone in her 
efforts for the reunion of churches". 


The archbishop's speech was the only formal address at the Houre of Bishops. 
The gathering of 132 bishops heard plans for the establishment of a new Episcopal 
Theological Seminary in the Caribbean to be located in San Juan. They also dis- 
cussed a progress report on a $350,000 fund-raising campaign for a nuclear reactor 
to be given by the American churches to St. Paul's University in Tokyo, Japan, in 
another session, Two missionary bishops were elected for Nevada and the 
Dominican Republic. EPS, Geneva 


New Church Establishes Missions-Relief Agency 


(Akron, Ohio) ~ A new overseas missionary and refugee relief agency will be es- 
tablished to serve the United Church of Christ. 


To be called the United Church Board for World Ministries, the new agency 
was approved at a joint meeting of the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, overseas arm of the Congregational Christian Churches, and the 
Board of International Missions of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, which 
agreed to pool their resources, staff and programmes in the new world ministries 


board, 


They will operate as the Division of World Mission of the new board, which 
will come into formal being when a proposed constitution is adopted by a two- 
thirds vote of the Evangelical and Reformed synods and of the Congregational 
Christian Churches after the United Church's General Synod passes on the draft 


charter at a special meeting next July. The United Church of Christ was formed 
EPS, Geneva 


in 1957 by a merger of the two bodies. 
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study, and that he expected "much discussion and controversy". He said he ex- 


German Church Approves WCC-IMC Merger 


(Hanover) - Acceptance in principle of the proposed integration of the World 
Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council is put forward in 
a statement issued by the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (VELID). 


The statement said however that the church's approval is subject to the 


development of a merger plan which would "satisfy all member churches of the 
World Council", 


; It said that the proposed integration should be done in such a way that 
despite due consideration of regional interests, the main constitutional struc- 


' ture of the WCC is not altered", as far as a balanced representation of con- 


fessional interests is concerned. 


Further, it said, the plan should meet the objections of Eastern Orthodox 
church leaders who have opposed the merger on the grounds that because the IM 
includes members which are not churches, integration might mean that the WCC's 
missionary witness would be a non-church witness. 


The statement also urged that recognition be given in planning the proposed 
combination of world missions and evangelism into a single commission and depart- 
ment, that there is a difference between the two, and that evangelism also in- 
volves a service to baptized believers, EPS, Geneva 


Catholic Weekly Urges Common Bible 


(New York) - America, a national US Roman Catholic weekly, has proposed a common 
English translation of the Bible for Catholics and Protestants. 


The proposal was made in a three-page article written by Father Walter M. 
Abbott, S.J., an associate editor of the Jesuit-published magazine and an active 
member of the Catholic Biblical Association. America is not an official publi- 
cation of the Roman Catholic Church, but is distributed widely and is read by 
high Catholic officials. 


The article says that prominent Catholic and Protestant Biblical scholars 
are in favour of a unified Bible as indispensable if Christian unity is ultimate- 
ly to be achieved. It cited especially an endorsement by two Protestant scholars 
- Dr. Robert M. Grant, professor of New Testament of the Federated Theological 
Faculty of the University of Chicago and president of the Society of Biblical 
Literature and Exegesis; and Dr. J. Coert Rylaarsdam, another member of the 
Federated Theological Faculty. 


In a joint statement reported in the article, the two Protestant scholars 
are quoted as saying that the ecumenical significance of a generally accepted 
English version of the Bible would be “hard to overestimate". They said a 
common translation could "exercise a unifying influence theologically and become 


a tremendous cultural force". 


In an interview reported by The New York Times following publication of the 
article, Father Abbott said that he considers the growth in cooperation among 
Catholic, Protestant and Jewish scholars on Biblical research as a forerunner to 


a common translation. 


He added, however, that his article represents the first time the idea of a 
common Bible has been published in detailed form for high church officials to 


pected it would take "some years" to achieve a unified Bible because Catholic 


an@ Protestant churches, in independent actions, are at present engaged on new 
translations. EPS, Geneva 
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East Germans Reject Pastor's Release Petition 


(Berlin) - Soviet Zone authorities have again rejected a petition for the release 
of Pastor Siegfried Schmutzler, Protestant clergyman who was condemned to five 
years’ imprisonment in November, 1957, for alleged counter-revolutionary acti- 
_vities. 
¥ 

Signatories of the latest petition included Dr. Karl Barth, Swiss theologian; 
Pastor Martin Niemoller, president of the Evangelical Church of Hesse and Nassau; 
Dr. Ernst Wilm, president of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia; Professor 
Heinrich Vogel, prominent Berlin Protestant theologian: and the Students! Con- 
gress Against Atomic Armament. 


g 

ss Pastor Schmutzler was serving as chaplain to Protestant students at Leipzig 
"University when he was arrested. He is reported being kept in strict isolation 
at the notorious East German jail for political prisoners in Toegau. His sen- 
tence has been protested against by Protestant church leaders in East Germany 


and by churches, student groups and other organizations throughout Western 
Europe. EPS, Geneva 


s 
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Church Rejects Dibelius' Views 

(Berlin) - The management of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg has 
formally disassociated itself from a recent statement by Bishop Otto Dibelius, 
head of the church, in which he denied that Christians owe allegiance in the 
Biblical sense to the East German Republic or any other totalitarian state. 
(See EPS No. 41) 


The church leaders' viewS were announced in an official statement following 
discussions at which Bishop Dibelius himself presided. The statement said that 
while "many misunderstandings were cleared up" during the discussions, they did 
“not succeed "in overcoming the basic differences" between the bishop and the 
church leaders. It said these differences will be the subject of "further serious 


consideration". 


The statement reaffirmed the church leaders’ support of a resolution of the 
All-German Synod of 1956 which describes the state as "under the gracious ordi- 
nance of God, independent of how the state is established and of its political 


eform , 


It added that "the command of the Bible to obey the supreme authority re- 
mains valid also with regard to the existing governments, although this obedience 
does not exclude a sPiritual contradiction wherever the honour of God and man Ls 


4 stake". 


: The statement was the second on the issue sent by the church to its pastors. 
>In an earlier wnofficial letter sent prior to the discussions, the church leaders 


§ also rejected the bishop's position. 


audience of 4,000 persons attending Protestant Week services at Neumiinster in 


Holstein, he declared that he would "never stop protesting when a state deliberate- 
ly tramples justice and righteousness under foot and replaces them with a law of 
EPS, Geneva 


its own", 


i Meanwhile Bishop Dibelius continued to press his Views. Addressing an 
7 
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Walter Freytag Dies at 60; Was WCC Leader 


(Heidelberg) - Dr. Walter Freytag, chairman of the German Evangelical Mission 
Council, died Suddenly of a heart attack on October 24 while in Heidelberg to 
attend meetings of the German ecumenical study committee. He was 60, 


Long an ardent advocate of the ecumenical movement, Dr. Freytag was vice- 
president of the International |Missionary Council and from 1954 had served as 
Chairman of the Division of Studies of the World Council of Churches. He was 
Professor of Missions at the Theological Faculty of Hamburg and the author of 
several books including "Spiritual Revolution in the East". 


Dr, Freytag's contributions to the ecumenical movement were praised in a 
statement issued at World Council headquarters by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC 
general secretary, and Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, associate general secretary and 
director of the Division of Studies. The statement commended his "creative, 
independent and profoundly Christian judgments brought to bear upon the many 
problems of the Church's life". it said: “His colleagues in the World Council 
_ mourn the passing of a friend and leader, and at the same time thank God for the 
large contribution which his life, spirit and vision has made to the Church." 

EPS, Geneva 


Greek Hierarchy Rejects Some State Demands 


(Athens) - The annual meeting of the hierarchy of the Church of Greece has re- 
gected proposals put before it by the state to reduce the number of Greek 
dioceses, re-adjust their bouwaries and raise the educational qualifications 
for all new bishops. 


The hierarchy also rejected state plans to prevent movement of bishops from 
one diocese to another. The bishops recommended retention of the right to fill 
vacancies in ten major Greek sees by transfer of bishops from other dioceses. 


The proposals came before the bishops in the form of draft royal decrees 
to reform the church's constitution. 


The issues had been hotly debated in parliament earlier this year (see EPS 
No. 4) when the Greek Government announced plans to revise the strueture and 
procedures of the Orthodox Church. 


Another reform accepted will allow the election to vacant bishoprics to be 
Carried out by the whole hierarchy of bishops and not, as previously, by the 
smaller thirteen-member "synod" that is in permanent residence at Athens for a 


large part of the year. 


The filling of current vacancies in bishoprics has been deferred until the 
hierarchy meets in January of next year. 


Negotiations between the ehurch and the government are being resumed in an 
effort to resolve outstanding differences about the church's constitution. 
EPS, Geneva 
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Ecumenical Patriarch Plans Visits 


(Constantinople) - The Ecumenical Patriarch, the spiritual leader of the Eastern 
Orthodox Church, will make official visits to the Patriarchates of the ancient 
Apostolic Sees of Antioch, Jerusalem and Alexandria during the month of November. 


The visits will be the first to be made by His All-Holiness to the Apostolic 
Sees since he became Ecumenical Patriarch ten years ago. He was recently visited 
in Constantinople by the Patriarchs of Antioch and Jerusalem. 


During the visits the Patriarch is expected to discuss preparation of the 
forthcoming Pan-Orthodox Synod. Plans for the synod will be made at a meeting 
to be held next spring on the Island of Rhodes. 


It was announced last week that invitations to attend this preparatory 
session have been extended by the Ecumenical Patriarch to the heads of the 
Ethiopian, Coptic and Armenian Churches, which are not in inter-—communion with 
the Bastern Orthodox Church. A spokesman said it is hoped conversations at 
the synod meeting may lead to “eventual reunion" of these churches with the 
Eastern Orthodox Church. EPS, Geneva 


HAByrLer 


Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, has commended the 
disarmament proposals made by Soviet Premier Nikita S. Khruschev during his 
recent visit to the United States. He told the British Council of Churches that 
"no Christian could possibly put forward a better plan. Mr. Khruschev asked 
for total disarmament and full control", he noted. "I am thankful that our 
statement said they received the proposal with great respect and would investi- 
gate. But no Christian body as yet’, he added, "has taken note that the Soviet 
premier has suggested ‘what all have been praying for - nahnely total disarmament 
and full control." 


ok 


Prof. John H.S. Burleigh, one of the Church of Scotland's foremost his- 
torians, has been nominated Moderator-designate of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland. The nomination has to be formally approved by the General 
Assembly before it is official, Since 1956, Dr. Burleigh has been principal 
of New College, Edinburgh, and dean of the Faculty of Divinity. 


hie 


Contributions from member churches of the World Council of Churches for 
aid to victims of Typhoon Vera in Japan (see EPS No. 41) now exceed $50,000. 
Contributions received during the past week include $1,000 from the churches 
in Denmark, an additional $336 from the churches in Germany for a total of 
$4,836 and $232 in various individual gifts. 

* * 
Plans to establish a branth of the Ethiopian Orthodox (Coptic) Church and 


a seminary in the United States have been announced in New York by Archbishop 
Albuna Theophilos, executive officer to the Ethiopian Orthodox Patriarch. 


a 


The Church of Finland has announced it will take a special collection in the 
parishes on Sunday, November 15, for the refugee work of the World Council of 
Churches. The date will also mark the launching of a special promotion campaign 
to alert the nation to the needs of refugees. The campaign will be conducted re 


' the Ecumenical Council of Finland and the Information Service of the Church of 


Finland. 
* + 


Mrs. Douglas Horton, prominent US churchwoman, has been elected first woman 


president of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (Congre- 


gational Christian Churches). A member of the board's prudential committee 


(governing body) since 1957, Mrs. Horton is a former vice president of the 


' National Council of Churches. From 1936 to 1949 she was president of Wellesley 


College in Massachusetts and during World War II served as director of the WAVES, 


' the Women's Auxiliary Corps of the US Navy. 


rap ay 


Protestant and Or¥hodox leaders in New York City joined in the dedication of 
the site of a $250,000 Protestant chapel to be built at Idlewild International 
Airport early next year. The erection of the chapel will complete a tri-faith 
centre at the airport. A Roman Catholic chapel is already in use and a Jewish 
chapel was begun this year. The Protestant chapel will include facilities for 
private meditation at all hours, as well as for regular worship services on Sun- 
days and special days, and reception rooms, offices and counselling areas. 


* * 


The Chancellor of the University of Helsinki has appointed the Rev. Dr. 
Seppo A. Teinonen, general secretary of the Ecumenical Council of Finland, as do- 
cent (lecturer) in missiology and ecumenics. There has been no docent in 
missiology at the university since 1914 and the appointment represents the first 
time it has had a teacher of ecumenics. 


eH AS 


A two-month series of regional convocations aimed at defining Christian 
responsibility in dealing with discrimination, world peace and "the cooperative 
churching of a community" is being conducted in New York under sponsorship of 
the state Council of Churches. Hundreds of ministers and lay readers in all 
parts of the States are reported as cooperating in setting up the convocations. 


ONS 


A stepped-up exchange of visits and correspondence is planned between 
churches in Germany and Czechoslovakia following a week's visit by German 
church leaders in Prague. The Rev. DrErnest Wilm, president of the Evangeiicc2 
Churchof Westphalia, who headed the six-momber delegation representing churches in 
both East and West Germany, said in a report here that the German churches will 
also send more theological books and periodicals into the country. EPS, Geneva 


NOTE: A special 24-page World Refugee Year issue of WORLD COMMUNIQUE published 
under the auspices of the International Committee for World Refugee Year is now 
available. The cost is Ir Sw. 1.00 ($ 0.25 US, 1s 8d Sterling) per copy. Small 
orders can be filled as long as current stock lasts by the Circulation Manager, 
World Communiqué, World's Alliance of YMCAs, 37 Quai Wilson, Geneva. For bulk 


orders of 6,000 or more the YMCA is prepared to make arrangements for an or- 


ganization to print its own special message on the back page, or to insert a 


special letter with each copy. 
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Church TV Censured 


(New York) - A television publication editor has charged that organized religion 
has "fallen flat on its face” in its use of television. 


i "A poverty of ideas, triteness of language, artistic dishonesty and cheapness... 

© blatency and banality" characterize the churches! use of the medium, John E, Mc- 

» Millin, editor of Sponsor magazine, a news weekly for the US radio and television 
advertising industry said in a laymen's Sunday address at the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the Epiphany, New York. 


The rise of the medium has exposed the "intellectual fuzziness and creative- 
ness sterility in many churches today", he declared. "Nearly every other field 
of human interest, including politics, science, education and sports, is better 
represented on TV than religion. 


"Modern religion has forgotten its need for creative poets and prophets. It 
Seems to have turned its back on those who might restate, refresh and revitalize 
its faith." What is needed, he added, is men who understand religious concepts 
and can express them with clarity and imagination. 


"We have a creative responsibility to television", he declared, "a responsi- 
b2lity to find new and compelling ways of using TV to spread the Gospel of God's 


love and man's brotherhood." BPS, Geneva 
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_ RC Ecumenical Council in Three Years 


(Rome) — The Ecumenical Council of the Roman Catholic Church announced by Pope 
John XXIIT will not be held before another three years, Vatican Secretary of 
State, Domenico Cardinal Tardini, has announced in Rome. 


When convened, it will be an “internal affair" of the Roman Catholic , i 
Church and will not permit any "giving and taking" with Protestant representatives, | 
Cardinal Tardini told reporters in one of his rare press conferences. 


} The prelate said that representatives of other Christian groups will be i 


ff : . . : . * ols 
“Weloome as “observers" but, so far, there is no intention of issuing individual 
invitations. 


The primary task of the Council, he said, will be to "promote the development 
of the Catholic faith; to bring new life to the traditions of the Christian 


people and to bring up to date ecclesiastical disciplines in accordance with the 
necessity of the times," 


Cardinal Tardini added that the Ecumenical Council will probably be conducted 

in Latin without simultaneous earphone translations because of the difficulty of 

finding enough Latin experts capable ofinstantaneous translation of the technical 

phrases of theology. He said there will be some system of press coverage for 
{ e wee and that advice on how to handle this is "coming from the United 

motates", 


The date for the Council is considerably later than had been anticipated. 
When the Pope first announced his intention of holding an Ecumenical Council it 
was thought it might take place as early as 1960. EPS, Geneva 


Church Defends Multi-Racial Membership 


(Johannesburg) —- The multi-racial membership of the Dutch Reformed Church of the 
Transvaal and Natal is defended in an editorial in a recent issue of the church's 
Newsletter as “the best news about our church". 


"It is no problem to us, but a great joy that our faith is being professed 
and upheld by so many non-white members", the editorial states. "Our church has 
sometimes been called the Boer Church (the name given to white Dutch settlers) 
and even though we do not care as much for that name as some do, we would have 
peace with it if our church is then likewise referred to as the Bantu Church or 
the Coloured Church — to designate the same church. ; 


"Considering that the population of our country is predominantly non-white", 

it continues, "the day may come when the majority of the members of our church 

will be coloured, That will be a happy day and will crown the missionary work 
for which we are sacrificing so much today." 


Statistics issued recently by the church for 1957. show the membership at 
872,933 persons, of whom 663,701 are whites and 209,232 non-whites., Non-white 
Members in foreign mission fields (outside the Union of South Africa) were listed 
at 90,463. The church also has 296 ordained white missionaries and 49 non-white 
Missionaries and 521 non-white unordained evangelists working in the Union. 

EPS, Geneva 
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New "Old Believers" Community Discovered in Turkey 


(Istanbul) — A new colony of Old Believers, colourful descendants of the conserva- 
tive members of the Russian Orthodox Church who broke away in the 17th century, 
has been "discovered" in the heart of Asia Minor. 


A community of about 1,000 persons is living in Islamic Turkey, working as 
fishermen along the Nicea Lake — the area in which the Nicene Creed, used or 
accepted by most Christians, was drawn up in the early centuries of the Christian 
Church. 


First contact with the community was made last month after a visiting card 
belonging to Dr. Edgar H.S, Chandler, director of the World Council of Churches! 
Service to Refugees, was mailed by a member of the Old Believers! colony in 
Brazil to a relative in the Turkish community. 


A senior member of the community, card in hand, made the four-hour trip to 
the WCC field office in Istanbul to announce that his community "would like to go 
to Brazil too". 


The 500-member agricultural community in Brazil, all of whose members had 
been refugees in Hong Kong, was established last year by the World Council of 
Churches. (See EPS No. 46, 1958). 


Mrs. A.E.A. Went-van der Vring, WCC representative in Turkey described the 
visit as "the surprise of my life. No one had any idea there were any strong 
groups of Christians in Asia Minor." She said she would visit the community soon 
to explore the possibility of resettlement. EPS, Geneva 


Anglican Study Group Recommends Change in Suicide Law 


(London) — A committee set up by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey 
Fisher, in 1958, has urged that attempted suicide should no longer be regarded as 
a criminal offence. The committee's recommendations, which have been published 
in a 56-page booklet entitled "Ought Suicide to Be a Crime?", will be discussed by 
the official assemblies of the C.urch of England. 


There is a growing tendency among the public, the committee states, for the 
suicide to be regarded as a psychological rather than a criminal case, and in its 
attitude "the law, as it stands, is out of date and ineffective". 


"With regard to attempted suicide", it adds, "the law is not uniformly en- 
forced and it ought to be repealed or amended." 


Traditional Christian ethics, the committee points out, are not very clear on 
the moral aspect of suicide, making a distinction between "noble" self-sacrifice 
and voluntary self-destruction, where it is not always easy to find the dividing 


7ine. 


The study indicates that there are approximately 5,000 successful suicides 
and as many as 30,000 attempted suicides in a year in England. "Tt is worth 
reflecting that suicide appears to be rarely the act of a criminal type of man", 


’ it comments, 


The study further recommends that a new offence should be created of aiding, 
abetting or instigating another to take his own life, and that more help should 
be given to pastors in understanding their duty towards attempted suicides. 
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bf The five members of the committee were Mr. J.T. Christie, principal of Jesus 
_ College, Oxford; Mr. Rupert Cross, fellow and tutor in law of Magdalen College, 
Oxford; Dr. Doris Odlum, psychiatrist and magistrate; Canon Ian T. Ramsey, 
Nolloth Professor of Christian Religion at Oxford; and the Rev. G.R. Dunstan of 
the Moral Welfare Council. BPS, Geneva 


HACC Plans Ecumenical Course 


(Rangoon) - Plans for a four-weék ecumenical course for Asian laity and youth 
have been announced by the East Asia Chmistian Conference. 


. The course, the first of its kind to be held under EACC auspices, is scheduled 
from December 28 to January 24, at Hong Kong. Attending will be about 45 youth and 
laity from Korea, Japan, Okinawa, Taiwan, the Philippines, Malaya, Thailand and 
Hong Kong, to be chosen by churches in each country in cooperation with its nation— 
al Christian council, In addition one consultant or a leader each is also ex- 
pected to participate from Indonesia, Ceylon, India, Pakistan and Burma. 


An announcement said the course will seek to provide Christian instruction, 
study and discussion, and the pooling.of information about work being done by 
the churches among the laity and youth in each country represented, A tentative 
programme lists lectures on “Asian Christians in Asian societies, the relation- 
ship between the resurgent religions of Asia and church missions and a study of 
the theological concepts of laity and witness. The programme will also include 
special weekend lectures by lawyers, doctors or youth workers from Hong Kong 
and work camp projects at a Hong Kong refugee service agency or Similar relief 
project in the area, 


— 


Leaders will include Dr. Hendrik Kraemer, Dutch theologian and former director 
of the World Council of Churches’ Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland. 
EPS, Geneva 


Anglican Prelate Would Accept Pope As Leader 


(Chicago) - The second-ranking prelate of the Church of England said in a news 
conference in Chicago, Ill., that he would accept the Roman Catholic Pope as the 
Christian Church's No. 1, but not infallible leader, 


"T am willing to accept the Pope as a presiding bishop among the bishops of 
Christendom, but not as infallible", Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, Anglican Archbishop 
of York, declared. This means, he added, that he would consider the Pope as 
"first among equals". 


Dr. Ramsey, who is visiting the United States on a lecture tour, said that 
he does not believe Pope John's Ecumenical Council will be "nearly as significant" 
as it might be if it were to include Christians other than Roman Catholics. But, 
he added, "the present Pope seems to be... filled with the spirit of Christian 
charity, and where Christian charity exists, the results are quite incalculable", 
EPS, Geneva 
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Aid Asked in US Milk Emergency 


(Elkhart, Ind.) - AUS relief agency official has described the cut in US government 
milk supplies for distribution to overseas needy as "a greater emergency than we 
faced two years ago in the Hungarian flight for freedom", (See EPS No, 41), 


Albert W. Farmer, director of CROP (Christian Rural Overseas Programme) in 
an appeal to agency supporters jsaid that the fate of thousands of recipients of 
milk under the programme depends upon securing new supplies. 


"Unless we act to keep milk flowing, rations will be further reduced, milk 
bars closed, orphanages cut off the receiving list, whole countries dropped from 
the roster of those we are concerned about," he said. 


Supplying the milk will be a test of US concern for the needy, he added. 
"Have the churches and the people of America given to share our abundance because 
they cared, or only because such care is cheap?" he asked. "Now that powdered 
milk will cost a dollar for some five or six pounds instad of over three hundred 
pounds, will we continue to give substantial aid?" 


Meanwhile Inter-—Church Aid officials of the World Council of Churches have 
reported they do not expect to receive any sizeable contributions of milk supplies 
from European churches because of summer droughts which have created milk short-— 
ages in most countries. They said that if supplies are not available from other 
parts of the world, the WCC will attempt to fill part of the gap with milk pur- 
chased through funds raised in special appeals to its member churches. 


The "almost virtual ending" of the programme was made necessary by the ex-— 
haustion of surplus supplies which the US government has made available to church 
and other aid agencies for oversea distribution since 1954, The cut amounts 
to about one-third of the total food distribution shipments of Church World 
service, the agency through which most US Protestant churches contribute to- 
overseas relief, BPS, Geneva 


Dutch Roman Catholics and Protestants Sponsor Meetings 


(Nimwegen) - Protestant and Roman Catholics in the university town of Nimwegen, 
the Netherlands, are cooperating in sponsoring a month-long programme on religion 
and the arts during November. 


Clergy and laity of both confessions are presenting lectures on sculpture in 
the chureh, church-music and religious drama, A special series of evening 
meetings designed to stimulate interest in the Roman Catholic and Reformed litur- 
gies includes lectures, choral music and drama and the singing of both Roman 
Catholic and Protestant hymns, An exhibition of photographs and models of 
modern church architecture is also included. 


A spokesman for the sponsoring committee said the programme was organized 
because “today Roman Catholics and Protestants are faced by many of the same 
questions, In Holland we live side by side and our concern is to facilitate 
contact between the two churches in order to promote real understanding." 

EPS, Geneva 
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"Demonstrated"! Christian Unity Urged 


(Tokyo) - Dr. W.A. Visser '+ Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, has called upon the churches to take "a common stand against isolation-—- 
ism and self-centred confessionalism". 


"The Church must demonstrate that Christ actually overcomes the walls of 
separation, class, nation, race and denomination", he declared. "This must mani- 
fest itself in our willingness to have fellowship across all national, racial and 
ideological frontiers." ) 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft addressed a mass meeting held in Tokyo, Japan, in 
connection with a "Centennial Assembly Week" (November 1-8), marking the 100th 
anniversary of Protestantism in Japan. J 


| 
The World Council leader said that in Protestant history there has been "too 
exclusive emphasis on the individual call and not enough on our common calling. | 
No individual church can fulfill the whole calling by itself", he declared. 
"We need each other to understand the dimensions of the call. We need mutual 
correction by each other in order to realize our own shortcomings and unfaith— 
fulness." 


el re a 


He warned that the task of the Church should not be viewed in human terms, 
but "in the light of our divine calling in which it is seen that God takes the 
initiative and we belong together, not because we have so much in common, but 
because we are called together in a common task by one and the same Lord. 


"The deepest motive of the ecumenical movement is this break through to the 
awareness of our common calling by God," he said. “It could not have lived 
through the crises of our time, if it were merely animated by human motives. Its 
real dynamic is in the sense of shame and repentance because the churches have not 
lived up to the image which the New Testament gives of the Church and the Body -f 
Christ and the People of God. 


"Common obedience to this calling is a manifest unity. Invisible unity is 
not enough, We must overcome our fear of unity. A true unity based on the New 
Testament is not a centralized, oppressive unity or a dull uniformity. It is a 
full sharing of the gifts given to the Church... a unity which demonstrates in a 
divided world that because men are reconciled to God they can also live together 
as brothersreconciled to each other," 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft's address preceded a worship service in which represen-— 
tatives of Protestant churches around the world joined with Japanese leaders in | 
marking the anniversary. Following the service were official ceremonies com- 
memorating the arrival in 1859 of Episcopal, Dutch Reformed and Presbyterian 
missionaries in Japan. 


RT ee ee a er a OE TO , * 


Events during the Centennial Assembly Week include a mass youth rally, a 
reception for ministers and laymen from Japanese churches overseas, a women's 
rally and music festival. Each denomination affiliated with the National 
Christian Council is also holding its own commemorative centenary services, and 
400 churches in Tokyo are cooperating in distribution of literature under sponsor— 
ship of the World Literature Crusade. 


ee se 


; 
| 


Additional rallies and crusades are also being held this autumn in some half 
dozen cities. A feature of the year is an evangelizing project being conducted 
by nine teams of 30 students each of the Japan Christian College in cooperation { 
with 12 denominations. The teams will work in 48 "pioneer areas" distributing f 
Gospel tracts and holding meetings. EPS, Geneva | 


r 
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Bishop Dibelius Conducts East Berlin Service 


(Berlin) - Bishop Otto Dibelius, of Berlin—Brandenburg, who has reportedly been 
told by Hast German authorities that "measures will be taken" to bar his further 
activity in East Berlin, conducted worship services there on Sunday (November 1) 
without incident. (See EPS Nos. 40, 41). 


As has been his practice om the first Sunday of the month, Bishop Dibelius 
preached in the Marienkirche (St. Mary's Church). His sermon text was "Blessed 
are they which hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled." 

_A large congregation attended the service and afterwards flocked around the 
bishop to wish him well, reports said. 


There had been doubt that authorities would permit Bishop Dibelius to enter 
) East Berlin as the result of the "supreme authority" controversy in which he has 
» upheld the view that Christians do not owe allegiance in the Biblical sense to 
the East German Republic or any other totalitarian state, (Bishop Dibelius has 
| been permitted to enter East Berlin, but has been barred for some time from 
_ entering the other East German sections of his diocese.) 


The warning to Bishop Dibelius was given by East Berlin Mayor Waldemar 

© schmidt in a two-hour conversation held the last week in October. A report of 
» the talks published in the Berliner Zeitung, an East Berlin newspaper, said 
Mayor Schmidt told the bishop that as long as he continued to uphold his views 
on authority, he would deprive himself of any basis for continued activity in 
Kast Berlin. 


. The newspaper said that the East Berlin leader said that "the Magistrate of 
Greater Berlin had learned to his deep regret. that Bishop Dibelius was working 
against the legislation of a democratic Berlin" and that he had written "a 
libellous document which openly incites people to disobey the laws passed by tho 
Chamber of Deputies of Greater Berlin, and to disturb peace and order." 


It said the Magistrate "was forced" to this conclusion after "a careful 
examination of the facts" and that "measures would be taken accordingly." 


According to reports, leaders of Bishop Dibelius' church thus far have made no 
comments on the interview. They had earlier formally disassociated themselves 
' from the bishop's position in an official statement. 


a Bishop Dibelius expanded on his views in a recent broadcast on the West 
Berlin radio in which he appeared with Bishop Hanns Lilje, of Hanover, who has 
' opposed his views. Both bishops, however, agreed that the Christian has a duty 
to obey and respect the state's "outer order". 


On this point, Bishop Dibelius said he had been widely misinterpreted in 
citing traffic signs as an illustration of the right of the Christian not to owe 
allegiance to the totalitarian state. He said that "a bishop who will urge 
selievers to sabotage the state's traffic regulations is yet to be born." 


: In a totalitarian state, he said, the Christian must find a spiritual 
attitude which enables him to remain spiritually aloof from the political 
system, "but this does not mean they must disregard the state's outer order, 


| which even in a totalitarian state is necessary to safeguard man's existence", 
EPS, Geneva 
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Roman Catholic Attitude Seen Impeding Unity 


(Sydney) - A prominent US Protestant theologian has described the lack of "coop— 
erative understanding" on the part of the Roman Catholic Church as a major obstacle 
to Christian unity. 


Dr. William N, Pittenger, professor of Christian apologetics at the General 
Technological Seminary (Protestant Episcopal), New York, said that one of the"real 
difficulties" in reaching union is the "unwillingness on the part of the Roman 


Catholics to take other than a stand inviting complete submission to Rome, 


without any attempt at cooperative understanding". 


"Only two things", he added, “could make reunion possible - understanding on 
the theological level, which is going well, and understanding at a parish level". 
Dr. Pittinger is in Australia on an extended lecture tour. EPS, Geneva 


Asian Churches Aid Typhoon Victims 
(Geneva) - Funds totalling more than $7,500 have been contributed by member 


churches and agencies of the East Asia Christian Conference to aid victims of 
Japan's Typhoon Vera. (See EPS No. 41). 


In the first major appeal conducted by the Conference, immediate contributions 
were received from four countries and special collections are being made in five 
others, EACC Inter-Church Aid Secretary, the Rev. Alan A. Brash, has reported to 
World Council of Churches headquarters in Geneva, 


Contributions include $1,000 from the United Church of Christ in Thailand; 
$1,000 from the Burma Christian Council Relief Committee; $1,400 from the 
Australian Council of Churches; and $4,200 from the New Zealand Council of 
Churches. In addition, special appeals are being conducted in Indonesia, Malaya, 
East Pakistan, West Pakistan and Ceylon, EPS, Geneva 


“Psychological Difficulties" of Union Cited 


(Salzburg) -— A prominent Roman Catholic leader has suggested that it would be 
"better psychologically" if the Roman Catholic Church referred to Protestants 
and Orthodox as "separated brethren" rather than as "heretics and schismatics". 


The Rev, Dre Thomas Sartory, OSB, a leader of the Una Sancta movement, said 
in a speech in Salzburg, Austria, that the Ecumenical Council called by Pope 
John XXIII will have to pay special attention to "psychological diffieulties which 
are an obstacle to reunion". 


"Tt is a mistake", he added, "to blame the Protestants and Orthodox alone 
for the division of the Church. Nor should the reunion of the Chu~ch be en- 
visaged merely as a return of those churches to the bosom of Rome, The aim 
should rather be unity when, where and how God wills." ms 


Una Sancta is a movement of clergy and laity of both the Roman Catholic and 
Protestant churches for Christian unity. EPS, Geneva 


: 
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Church Contributions Up in US 


(New York) - Contributions by members of 49 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox 
churches in the United States in 1958 totalled a record $2,352,159,290 - as 
compared with $2,206,593,817 for 52 bodies reporting the previous year. 


Gifts for benevolences - home and foreign missions and overseas relief - 
amounted to $4735,911,95 - or 20.2 per cent of the total for the 49 groups, 
Slightly above the percentage for 1957. 


Giving in 40 church bodies which reported comparable figures in 1957 and 
1958 increased almost seven per cent, Per capita contributions averaged $62.25. 


The figures were reported in New York by the Department of Stewardship and 
Benevolence of the National Council of Churches, EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


A new $600,000 building will house the Institute of Religion at the Texas 
Medical Centre, at Houston. Believed to be the only agency of its kind affili- 
ated with a medical centre in the US, the institute was inaugurated in 1955, to 
provide instruction to physicians, clergymen and nurses in the field of religion 
and health. Nondenominational and privately financed, it is affiliated with 
five theological seminaries in Texas. 


ee 


A goal of $865,210 for the 1960 "Share Our Surplus" appeal of Church World 
Service, international relief and rehabilitation wing of the National Council of 
Churches (US), has been announced in New York, The appeal will be launched during 
the Thanksgiving season in the nation's churches and at church—sponsored observ— 
ances. The funds will go to finance the distribution of slightly more than 
$25 000 Worth of US surplus commodities to 20,000,000 hungry in 25 areas abroad 
during 1960. 


* * 


Membership in the Methodist Church in the United States has risen to 
9,815,459 - an increase of 123,543 or 1.27 per cent over last year's figure, 
according to a report issued by the church's news service. In addition the church 
has 1,536,419 preparatory members (baptized children). Total membership of 


sunday schools was listed at 7,154,254. The number of organized Methodist churches 


was listed at 39,236 — a decrease of 81 over a year ago, and it has 27,750 minis— 
ters. Total budgets of all churches was given in excess of $512,164,500 — an 
increase of $28,679,300 over the previous year. 


ee 


Receipts from the 1959 German Evangelical Kirchentag at Munich (August 12 
-— 16) totalling DM 75,770 (about $18,000) will be used to aid the work of the 
World Council of Churches in helping refugees and other needy in North Africa. 


re eat 


The Lutheran World Federation has stopped the distribution of clothing in 
Syria because government authorities would not agree that those refugees who 
have become economically independent should be excluded from receiving relief. 
An LWF report said only 20,000 of the 100,000 Arab refugees in the country are 
still in need of free clothing, but the government insisted all 100,000 should 
continue to receive the annual clothing provision. 
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An Evangelical Writers! Fellowship for the Caribbean area: has been organized 
at the first Latin American Christian Writers! Wakshap held recently in Mexico 
City. Purpose of the new organization is "to improve and increase all forms of 
Christian literature by national authors of the area". Fifty-nine representa- 
tives of eight denominations from nine Caribbean countries attended the workshop 
held under the sponsorship of the Committee on World Literacy and Christian 


Literature of the National Council of Churches (US) in cooperation with regional 
Christian literature agencies. 


) x * 


A former mansion in New York City has been consecrated as the headquarters 
of The Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, Seventeen bishops of the 
church officiated at the rites attended by more than 300 persons, The head— 
quarters, to be known as the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Sign, houses a mapel, 
the Sergius High School, the offices of the Synod of Bishops and the residence 
of Metropolitan Anatassy, Primate of the church. The church, founded in 1920, 
established its international headquarters in the United States in 1950, It has 
a membership of 55,000 persons in 81 churches. 


cA g 


Indefinite suspension of all nuclear tests has been urged by the Australian 
Council of the World Council of Churches. In a telegram sent to Prime Minister 
R.G, Menzies, the Council said that in making its appeal it “recognizes a rising 
demand for peace from men and women of every land and an increasing concern about 
the wastage of resources urgently required for economic development". 


iy 


some 100 leader training seminars for the nationwide programme of education 
and action for peace of the National Council of Churches (US) will be held during 
the month of November in twelve states. The year-long peace effort is scheduled 
to get underway with special programmes at the grass-roots level in 2,000 local 
communities on January 1, 


cd Giet 


A gift of $5,000 (£1,780) has been made by the American Joint Distribution 
Committee to the appeal fund established in memory of the Right Rev. G.K.A. Bell, 
the late Anglican Bishop of Chichester, England, and honorary president of the 
World Council of Churches, Announcing the gift from the US Jewish relief or- 
ganization, Dr. Roger Wilson, Bishop of Chichester, chairman of the memorial appeal, 
said it was "most pleasing that the world Jewish community remembered the work of 
Bishop Bell on behalf of persecuted German Jews under the Nazi regime". The fund 
will be used for a memorial to the bishop at Chichester Cathedral and to set up 
a trust fund to advance the cause of Christian unity, aid refugees and victims 
of persecution and encourage a renaissance in religious art - causes in which 
Bishop Bell was particularly interested. EPS, Geneva 
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Bible Shortage Reported in Yugoslavia 

(Belgrade) - A serious shortage of Bibles is reported in Yugoslavia as the 
result of difficulties being experienced by the Belgrade office of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. ~ 


‘ Reports said the number of Bibles received by the Belgrade office has 

™ decreased considerably since 1957 when new government regulations restricted 
imports, and since then has never exceeded 500 to 1,000 copies per month. In 
the period between April and September of this year, at least 2,000 copies are 
believed to have been lost in transit from England and other Senna have 
arrived only after long delays. 


The Yugoslav government is reported to have ordered an investigation and 
- disclaims any responsibility for the situation. The Bible Society is the only 
Supplier of Bible texts to Yugoslavia, where the printing of Scriptures has 
been forbidden since the war. EPS, Geneva 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion 


in and about the Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for 


opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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US Unitarians, Universalists to Merge 


(Syracuse , Wives Representatives of the American Unitarian Association and 
the Universalist Church of America have officially approved a plan of merger, 
which if ratified will become effective in May, 1961. 


Meeting in Syracuse, N.Y., they approved by large majorities plans for 
the establishment of the Unitarian Universalist Association, The new body will 
combine some 100,000 Unitarians,; and 75,000 Universalists. 


In a last-minute action, the two groups also voted to continue their 
activities within the context of the Christian tradition. In a compromise 


constitutional amendment, they affirmed that the aim of the new body is "to 


cherish and spread the universal truths taught by the great prophets and teachers 
of humanity in every age and tradition, immemorially summarized in the Judeo- 
Christian heritage as love to God and love to man". 


Delegates in an earlier joint session had defeated an amendment which would. 
have defined the prupose as "to cherish and spread universal truths taught by 
Jesus and the other great teachers of humanity in every age..." 


Neither Unitarians nor Universalists believe in Christ's divinity, but 
they accept his ethical teachings. Past general statements of both bodies 
have included references to Jesus. 


In a separate session, the American Unitarian Association selected Dr. 
James R. Killian, Jr., of Wellesley Hills, Mass., as the nominee: for moderator. 
The nomination is considered tantamount to election. Dr. Killian is chairman 
and former president of the corporation of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Cambridge. From 1957 to 1959 he served as President Eisenhower's 
special assistant for science and technology. BPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholics Report Total 18.3% of World Population 


(Cincinnati, Ohio) — Roman Catholics throughout the world totalled 527,645,000 
last June 30, or 18.3 per cent of the population - an increase of one-tenth of 
one per cent, according to this year's World Mission Map, a publication of the 
Catholic Students! Mission Crusade. 


The publication said the gain in the total number of Roman Catholics from 
mid-1958 to mid-1959 was over 17 million. The increase during the same period 
of world population was estimated at 88,976,000, making a new total of 
2,886 ,691,000. This raised the Catholic percentage from 18,2 to 18.3 per cent, 


The map revealed no new trends in increase of Roman Catholic population, 
but the regions of most rapid Catholic growth - chiefly West, Central, and 
Bast Africa, the African Islands, and Nerth America, continued to show gains. 
In the two regions of heaviest total population - Eastern and SouthCentral 
Asia — Roman Catholic membership was listed at 0.5 and 1.3 per cent, respectively, 
approximately the same percentages of the total as listed in previous accounts. 


These two areas comprise slightly less than 47 per cent of the total world 


population. EPS, Geneva 
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Presbyterians to Study Overseas Missions 


(New York) - A two-year study of missionary policy and inter—church work over- 
SeaS will be conducted by the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 


A ten-man international team, omprising five members from the US and one 
each from Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Latin America and Europe, will conduct 
the study. 


Dr. C.H, Hwang, principal of Tainan Theological College, Taiwan, chairman 
of the study committee, commenting on the proposed study, said: "We can't help 
noticing in Asia and elsewhere that the missionary movement has been denomina— 


tional, We are very grateful for missions, yet we cannot think of mission any 


more without thinking of unity," BPS, Geneva 


WSCF Urges Christian Contacts with Moslem Students 


ne 


(Geneva) — Christian students have been challenged to take advantage of "a new 
openness" of Moslem students to outside contacts and to put themselves "at their 
service, trying humbly to help them to resolve their innumerable problems". 


In a letter sent to its member movements in 70 countries, the World's 
Student Christian Federation urged Christian students to "be alive to every 
Opportunity to create, maintain and multiply" relations with Moslem students. 
"We owe it to them", it added, "for we Christian students are one body with 
those Christians who are responsible for the upheaval of the world in which 
they find themselves." 


The letter is based on a report made by a thirteen-member team which 
recently made a threeeweek tour under WSCF auspices to talk with Moslem students 
and student leaders in Tunisia and Morocco. 


The letter said the team was convinced that there is a new readiness by 
Moslem students to respond to overtures of friendship from the non-Moslem world. 


It described Moslem students as “experiencing in a unique way the radical 
transformation of our world. They are divided between the two almost irrecon-— 
Cilable worlds, On the one hand they are still asked to be faithful to their 
past as shaped by Islam, on the other hand the exigences of the modern life 
which have invaded their country force them to devote all their efforts to the 
search for new structures for their nation. It is no exaggeration to say that 
they live in a very painful situation." 


The letter said Christian students have a duty to “have a share, no matter 
how small, in the effort of the Christian Church to serve in a disinterested way 
the Moslem world", 


The team was led by Dr. Hendrik Kraemer, Dutch theologian and an authority 
on relationships between Christians and Moslems, and the Rev. Valdo Galland, 
WSCF associate general secretary. The team members came from France, Germany, 
Great Britain, Japan, Liberia, Madagascar, Mexico, Switzerland, the Netherlands, 
Uruguay and the United States, and included a member of the Russian Student 
Christian Movement from Outside Russia. They represented six denominations: 


Orthodox, Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, Methodist and Congregationalist, 
EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Support Pledged to "Freedom From Hunger" Campaign 


(Rome) - The "enthusiastic Support" of the World Council of Churches has been 
pledged to the international "Freedom From Hunger Campaign" of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 


Dr. Egbert de Vries, of the Netherlands, told the FAO biennial conference 
convened here that the World Council will use "all the resources available" in 
support of the campaign, and that it looked forward to it with "hope and ex-— 
pectation" as a means of solving some of the world's food problems, 


Dr, de Vries, who is director of the School of Social Studies at the Hague 
and a leading agricultural economist, spoke on behalf of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, a joint agency of the World Council and of 
the International Missionary Council. He listed four points which he said 
provide hope that the campaign will be successful: 


"1, There is a growing conviction that any solution to the problems of 
hunger and dire poverty can only be found on the basis of world-wide solidarity 
between peoples and nations, 


"2, The solution is primarily a matter of social justice, of a restoration 
of human dignity, of a redemptive force in a divided world. 


"3. It appears clear that no progress is possible without active parti- 
Cipation of those intended to benefit from the action. 


"A, Purely technical recipes or general admonitions have utterly failed 
and there is now a new understanding that attention must be given to the concerns 
of ...families in their totality - their bodies, souls and the society they live 
idle. 


Dr. de Vries added that the gap between industrialized high income nations 
and largely agricultural low-income countries is growing wider, while at the 
same time the economically weakest nations, which are again the rural people, 
suffer most from market fluctuation. Only an international campaign can be 
the means of avoiding wasteful duplication and overlapping of efforts, he said. 


The "Freedom From Hunger" campaign is scheduled to get underway in 1960 
and will extend through 1965. It will be highlighted by a major World Food 
Congress scheduled in 1963 -— the 20th anniversary year of the founding of FAO. 


The World Council of Churches has announced that it will convene a world 
consultation of church specialists in the field "as soon as possible" to blue 
print plans for churches' participation in the campaign. It has authorized 
the appointment of an additional staff person to its Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees to organize the consultation and give full time 
to the campaign. BPS, Geneva 


Moscow Chureh Official Heads Israel Mission 


(Jerusalem) — Archimandrite Augustin, formerly an official of the Moscow 
Patriarchate, has arrived in Jerusalem to take up a new post as head of the 
Russian Orthodox-Mission in Israel. He succeeds Archimandrite Nicodim, who 
has joined the staff of the Moscow Patriarchate. 
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He will be formally installed in his new post at ceremonies in Trinity 
Cathedral following the return of Greek Orthodox Patriarch Benediktos of 
Jerusalem, who is now on a tour of Orthodox communities abroad, including a 
visit to the Ecumenical Patriarchate at Constantinople. 


The Moscow Patriarchate has five members representing it at its Jerusalem 
headquarters at the present time. It was opened in 1847, was closed during 
the Second World War, and not re-opened until 1948 when the State of Israel 
was founded. It has jurisdiction over all the monasteries, convents, churches 
and places of worship which come under the Moscow Patriarchate. BFS, Geneva 


Missouri Synod and NLC Plan Talks 


(New York) - The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod has officially accepted an 
invitation from the National Lutheran Council (US) to participate in discussions 
of present and future cooperative activities in American Lutheranism. (See 

EPS Nos. 6 and 27). 


Formal notification of the acceptance was made in a letter sent by Synod 
president Dr. John W, Behnken to Dr, Paul C, Empie, NLC executive director. 
The Missouri Synod with a membership of 2,228,000 members is the largest 
Lutheran body outside the eight-member council and has a conservative tradition 
in regard to cooperative activities. 


Dr. Empie said the NLC and Missouri Synod officials have scheduled a 
meeting in Chicago on November 19 to work out details of time, place and agenda 
for the exploratory talks, 


The Missouri Synod had earlier declined the invitation of the NLC to meet. 
It later reconsidered its rejection and wrote to the NLC that it was "willing 
and ready" to meet under "propitious circumstances" provided that “doctrinal 
discussions are primary on the agenda", 


Dr. Empie is reported to have assured Dr. Behnken that doctrine would be 
discussed in the proposed meetings. EPS, Geneva 


in-Brisr 


Two Roman Catholic priests have been appointed to attend the National 
Conference of Australian Churches next February as observers. Their appoint- 
ments followed an invitation issued by the Australian Council for the World 
Council of Churches. Official representatives will attend from twelve Austra- 
lian denominational and church groups. hepresentatives of several other 
churches and societies are expected also to attend. 


Cs ia ta? 


The Rev. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen has been named assistant executive secretary 
of the Lutheran World Federation. The German pastor, who since 1955 has been 
serving a parish in Wunstorf, an industrial suburb of Hanover, Lower Saxony, 
will serve as assistant to LWF executive secretary Dr. Carl E, Lund-Quist. 

Mr. Schmidt-Clausen is chairman of the Commission for Ecumenical Studies and 
Activities of the Church of Hanover and a member of the Ecumenical Commission 
of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany. 


 % 
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g The weekly Sunday Protestant service over the Italian state-owned radio network 
pis now being broadcast at 7.45 a.m. instead of 715 a.m. The half—hour change was 

_ made in response to requests by the Federal Council of Italian Evangelical Churches 
and by the only Protestant member of the Italian parliament that the country's 

only Protestant religious service be broadcast at a more favourable time. 


; % + 
& : : 
5 Protestants in the Munich area have been urged by the Evangelical-—Lutheran 


Church in Bavaria to help accommodate the thousands of out-of-town Roman Catholics 
» expected to attend the 37th Eucharistic Congress to be held there next August. 
p Church officials recalling similar assistance received from Roman Catholics during 


_ the 1959 Kirchentag (Church Day) held in the city said it is "a self—understood 
/ duty for us to exercise the same Christian hospitality". 


Foe eS 


Member churches of the National Lutheran Council (US) have been called upon 
"to raise an extra $500,000 during the Lutheran World Action financial appeal for 
» the World Refugee Year projects of the Lutheran World Federation. The 1959 LWA 
goal is $3,900,000 of which NLC officials report a total of $2,366,537 has been 
raised thus far this year. 

x % 


Membership in the American Baptist Convention reached a total of 1,555,460 
last year, an increase of 8,233 over the year before, according to new figures 
released by the denomination's headquarters in New York. At the same time, the 
“number of ABC congregations decreased by 117 to 6,245 (since 1946, the denomination 
Jhas helped to establish 277 new churches). Sunday school enrolment rose to 
1,028,630, an increase of 16,051 and member congregations contributed $10,745,472 


ar 


The first ecumenical study and retreat centre in Uruguay has been formally 
'opened at a special ceremony at Colonia Valdense. Designed for use of the member 
churches of the Evangelical Church Federation of Uruguay, its facilities include a 
Chapel and living accommodation for twenty persons. It will be operated by a 
“special advisory commission composed of representatives of Federation member 
churches. President of the commission is Mrs. Yvonne Galland, a prominent 
Protestant leader, who financed construction of the centre. HPS, Geneva 


NEW PICTURE SHEET OF REFUGEE CHILDREN 


The picture sheet of refugee children enclosed with this issue of Ecumenical 
Press Service is sent you for display use in churches, schools and offices and to 
give you an idea of the types of pictures available from the WCC Department of 
Information to help you in publicizing World Refugee Year. 


Additional copies may be ordered at a cost of Sw. Fr 10.00 ($2.50 US, 18s. 
Sterling) per 100, plus mailing costs. 


For churches and agencies in non-English speaking countries or others who 
May wish to print their own message, copies can also be made available without 


text. 


All inquiries should be directed to John Taylor, Information, World Council 
of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. BPS, Geneva 


for the denomination's work and $2,138,164 for other than Baptist Church benevolences. 
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Lutheran Urges Protestants, Catholics, Jews to Meet 

(New York) - A leading Lutheran theologian in America has proposed the setting up 
of a study centre for theological conversations between Protestants, Roman 
Catholics and Jews, 


Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan, who put forward the idea at the annual meeting of the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews here, is the author of a book on "The 
Riddle of Roman Catholicism", which recently won the Abingdon Award of $12,500 
for a religious work, 


Urging increased study and understanding between the three major American 
religious groups, Dr. Pelikan said that Christianity needed to confront Judaism 
because when it was out of touch with Judaism it lost touch with part of itself. 


He declared that "whenever in Christian history Christians have neglected 
their ties with the ancient people of God, they have been impoverished in both 


faith and understanding". 


Dr. Pelikan made the same point about Protestant understanding of Cathojicism, 
He said he had been led to a better understanding of Martin Luther by studying the 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion 


in and about the Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for 


opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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Roman Catholic Church "because Luther formulated many of his ideas in opposition 
to one or another trend in Roman Catholicism" and also "because despite his es—- 


trangement from Rome he retained huge chunks of Catholic piety and doctrine in 
his outlook", | 


The Lutheran theologian emphasized that "it is impossible to make sense of 
either Judaism or Roman Catholicism as we know them without reference to the major 
movements that have broken off from them, and, in so doing, have changed them". 

ERPS, Geneva 


Netherlands "Gereformeerde" Churches Seen Nearer to WCC 


(The Hague) - "The voice of the Gereformeerde Churches — especially their younger 

members — which advocates joining in the World Council of Churches, has become 
increasingly stronger", according to the Press and Information Service of the 
Reformed Church of the Netherlands, 


The Gereformeerde Churches, which broke for doctrinal reasons with the 
majority Reformed Church during the nineteenth century, are the second largest 
Protestant church community in the country, with census estimates of adherents 
at over 600,000 by comparison with the Reformed Church's three million. 


The Utrecht student pastor J.M. van Minnen, a Gereformeerde minister, has 
told the Netherlands Ecumenical Youth Council that opinion in his church has been 
put off by “very one-sided information". He said that though this was being 
offset the Gereformeerde synod meanwhile "can hardly do anything else than pre- 
Serve the question of World Council membership in the ice-box of matters to be 
studied". 


Urging the Ecumenical Council of Churches in the Netherlands to provide 
sound information to speed the process, Dr. van lMinnen said that his church might 
be able to bring to the ecumenical movement a Calvinistic conception of the 
"oluriformity of the Church" to correct tendencies toward mass-—thinking and uni- 
formity in ecumenical circles, 


The Gereformeerde general synod in October decided to retain membership in 
the Netherlands Missionary Council if it decides to participate as an "affiliated 
council" in the proposed Division of World Mission and Evangelism of the WCC after 
its proposed integration with the International Missionary Council in 1961. 


However, the synod said that the participation of the Gereformeerde churches 
after the integration was conditional on all actions of the Commission on World 
Mission being taken only by the national missionary councils that form it, as is 
the case at present with the IW. EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholics Asked to Pray with Protestants in Lyon 

(Lyon, France) — Roman Catholics in the French city of Lyon have been urged to 
pray with and for Protestants who are celebrating the 400th anniversary of the 
French Reformed Church this year. 


A message included in the Catholic priests! weekly "La Semaine Religieuse" 
last week coincided with the meeting of the Reformed Church's regional synod in 


Lyon. 
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Referring to the synod meetings the message says: "Our Christian brethren 
will not participate in a sterile recollection of the past. The Lord will con- 
front them with demands implicit in the Christian life, new responsibilities in 


obedience to the Gospel, They must see these in ever improved fidelity to the 
witness they owe to Jesus Christ." 


The appeal goes on to say to Catholics that "such an anniversary at the same 
time stirs up in us the great pain of separation and the grasp of a clear-sighted 
“awareness of the seriousness of our differences, However," continues the state- 
ment, “we thank God that this celebration takes place in the climate of mutual 
respect, positive charity, sincere humility, which everywhere gradually enfolds 
Christians seized with the hope of the full unity of love and truth." 


Echoing the thought of the late Abbé Paul Couturier, Lyon pioneer of prayer 
for unity, the message says that "in the One Christ, praying for His ow on the 
“evening of Holy Thursday, we shall ever better encounter our baptized brethren, 
We are assured", it states, "that they themselves intercede for our absolute 
fidelity to Jesus Christ. The mystery of love and truth can only be one with 
‘that of unity. 


"On this level and in this perspective", concludes the Roman Catholic docu- 
ment, “our prayer is linked with that of our Protestant brothers of Lyon during 
these days." EPS, Geneva 


American Leaders Survey Christian World Mission 


(Greenwich, Conn.) - Thirty-five leaders of American ecumenical and missionary 
organizations met here October 30 — November 1 for the first of a series of 
regional consultations on "The Christian World Mission in the Ecumenical Age". 


The International Missionary Council is sponsoring the meetings in America, 
‘Asia, Africa and Europe in the period 1959-1960 as part of a comprehensive study 
on "The Theology of liission’}) and in preparation for the proposed integration of 

the IMC with the World Council of Churches at New Delhi, India, in late 1961. 


Leaders in the Greenwich meeting included Dr. D,.T. Niles, Ceylon Methodist 
evangelist, who is cooperating with Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, IMC general secretary, 
in the carrying through of the programme. Dr. Niles will use the findings of 

the studies to write a book on the Christian nission today. 


The main criticisms of missions current in Asia, including China, were 
presented by Professor lM. Searle Bates of Union Theological Seminary, New York. 
Dr. David M. Stowe, of the Anerican Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
reviewed Ameritan Christians! criticisms, 


The total mission of the Church and its theological meaning were analysed by 
Professor James H. N chols of the University of Chicago and by Dr. Niles. 


Other addresses on the place of foreign missions in the Church's total task 
came from Professor Charles Forman of Yale Divinity School, Professor Carl Michalson 
of Drew Theological Seminary, New Jersey, Dr. James K. Mathews of the Methodist 
Church's Division of World Missions, Dr. John Coventry Smith of the United Pres— 
byterian Church in the USA, Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, executive secretary of the 

World Council of Churches in the USA, and Dr. Alford Carleton, missionary executive 
from the United Church of Christ. 


/ 
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Findings of the consultation will be referred to a commission under the 
chairmanship of Dr. John Baillie, a president of the WCC, on the Theology of 
Mission, which was set up by the IMC and WCC last summer (see EPS No. 36). 

The commission will study the results of all the consultations and the draft of 
Dr. Niles' book before preparing a report. 


Dr. Tracey K. Jones of the Methodist Division of World Missions was chairman 
of the Greenwich consultation. Dr. David M. Stowe was secretary. EPS, Geneva 


Catholic-Orthodox Reunion Evaluated by US Bishops 


(Pittsburgh, Pa.) - Church leaders, one from the Roman Catholic Church, the other 
>from the Syrian Antiochian Church, have put forward reasors for advocating re- 
union between the Church of Rome and Orthodoxy. 


; Bishop John J. Wright of the Roman Catholic diocese of Pittsburgh and Arch- 
_ bishop Anthony Bashir of New York, head of the Syrian Church in North America, 
“made the points when they both spoke at a dinner in a Syrian Orthodox church in 
Pittsburgh, 


"Our common heritage includes apostolic persons, apostolic places, apostolic 
-doctrines, the appreciation of and attachment to apostolic succession", Bishop 
Wright told the audience. "We both understand the concept of hierarchy and the 
public liturgical life which Jesus intended the Church to have." 


Archbishop Bashir renewed a welcome he had previously expressed in public 
'for the Pope's decision to call an Ecumenical Council to deal with Christian 
unity. 


The archbishop reaffirmed his support for Roman Catholic-Orthodox conversa-— 
tions as a first step. He said Orthodox and Catholics had more in common because 
they accepted apostolic succession and the authority of ;eneral councils and that 
the more complicated differences between them and the Protestants should be faced 
later. EPS, Geneva 


_Hromadka Sees Atheism as World Phenomenon 


(Frankfurt—on-Main) - Czech Protestant leader Joseph Hromadka of Prague told a 
German audience here that atheism must not be equated with Communism. 
| 

The Prague theologian declared that it would be "catastrophic" to look on 
atheism as a political force because it is officially proclaimed by Communist 


States. 


According to Dr. Hromadka atheism is a general human phenomenon of titanic 
proportions, attributable to science and technology. He said the job was to 
convince the Communists of this fact. 


"We can wage a fruitful struggle with the Communists only if we understand 
their new society and have goodwill towards it, and if we assume responsibility 
for the new society and for Communist society", the professor observed. 


Claiming that Communist rule in Eastern Europe was due to decades of omission 
on the part of democracy in the past, Dr. Hromadka asserted that the clock could 
“not be turned back. However, he said, Christians could challenge Communists with 
anew reality. They could show them — not by discussion, but by practical oon 
duct - that the Communist idea about all Christians being "either reactionaries 


r obscurantists" was false, EPS, Geneva 
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East German Crowds Flock to Evangelism Campaigns 


(Berlin) - Autumn preaching campaigns in the East German Republic (DDR) have drawn 
large crowds. 


An Evangelism Week in the St. Nicholas Church at Stralsund, with the title 
"What We Christians Can't Surrender" was widely advertised by posters in the 
streets of the town and by personal invitations. Attendances grew every night 
and included youth, some of whom stayed behind after the meetings to talk things 
over with the evangelist. 


Another big response is reported at a campaign run for the St. Martin Church 
'in Dresden by Dr. de Boor, a preacher from Schwerin. On two nights people had 
to be turned away from a church packed with 2,500 listeners. Some morning and 
afternoon Bible study groups were attended by over 1,000. The week was run by 
member bodies of the Evangelical Alliance. EPS, Geneva 


Bast German Church Conference Takes Stand on Socialist Rites 


(Berlin) - The Conference of Protestant regional churches in East Germany has 
issued statements to congregations, pastors and church workers about the DDR 
government's attempt to substitute socialist rites for church ceremonies at bap- 
tisms, marriages and funerals. 


The Conference of East German Churches includes representatives of all the 
major regional Evangelical churches in the DDR. 


The message to the churches says the aim of the state-supported rites is to 
win people's allegiance for an ideology that denies God's existence. It affirms 
that anyone whose convictions lead him to take part in the ceremonies is person- 
ally answerable to God. 


If people are forced to participate, and threatened with discrimination if 
they refuse, the Church is bound to protest, says the statement. 


"These socialist ceremonies tay be very festive and impressive", the message 
goes on, “but for us Christians the fact remains that they are godless and their 
purpose is to take the place of our church ceremonies. In spite of assertions 
that they are neutral civic ceremonies, the conclusive thing for us is our Lord's 
saying: 'No man can serve two masters'. 


A pamphlet for pastors says that "God never regards anyone as completely 
lost". This insight, according to the churches' leaders, must determine the 
attitude of the genuine spiritual adviser to the weak and wandering and even to 
enemies of the Church. "But", says the pamphlet, “it would be wrong to interpret 
mercy as meaning that participation in the Socialist rites was of no importance, 
Simply to declare them to be without validity when taken under pressure is not 


enough," 


For this reason the pamphlet warns against taking a child to a "name-giving" 
ceremony without further formality. Pastors are asked to find out from parents 
‘and godparents whether they want the child to be brought up as a Christian after- 


wards. 


In the case of marriage the possibility of a church wedding alongside the 
Socialist rite is ruled out, but pastors are instructed to deal with applications 
for church weddings, by people who ask some time after the socialist rite, and to 


decide whether to marry them after examining their reasons for coming to the Church. 
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, The pamphlet says it is a pastor's duty to provide a Christian funeral 
ceremony after socialist rites if asked to do so by Christian relatives or friends 
of the deceased person. His death can also be announced in a church service. 


Pastors are again reminded that Christian Confirmation is incompatible with 


to atheisn, RPS, Geneva 


palonica Celebrates 600th Anniversary of Saint's Death 


ee 


| (Salonica, Greece) — Colourful celebrations marked the 600th anniversary of the 
death of Saint Gregory Palomas (1296-1359) , Byzantine leader of the “Inner Light" 
movement on the Holy liountain of Athos, and later Archbishop of Salonica. 


In liturgies, commemorative lectures and academic events attended by Orthodox 
leaders from some ten countries, the saint's work was commemorated November 11-15. 


High points of the pan-Orthodox festivities cameon November 14, the anniver— 
sary day, with a Solem Liturgy in the church bearing the saint's name and a 
lecture by Professor George Florovsky of Harvard on "St. Gregory Palomas and 

' Orthodox Tradition". 


: Professor Florovsky declared that the Orthodox Church is based on the preach— 
ing of the apostles and the teaching of the church fathers. He criticized the 
belief that the age of the fathers ended in the fifth century and said the 
teaching of St. Gregory Palomas was an example of an "existential" application 

_ of Christian truth, which had continued through a line of great Orthodox teachers 
until today. 


(The writings of St. Gregory are among the most important of the Byzantine 
period. They stress the "taking up into God" of redeemed man as a result of the 


Incarnation:) 


Other speakers at the celebrations included Professors Hamilcar Alivisatos 
of Athens, John Kalogirou of Salonica, and Chrysostomos Constantinides of Halki 
on "The Unity of Orthodoxy". Professor Andrew Phytrakis of the University of 
Athens and Father Theoklitos Dionysiatis of Mount Athos lectured on "Orthodox 
Monasticism". 


Honorary doctorates of divinity were conferred by the University of Salonica 
on Professor Florovsky, Professor Alivisatos and Emeritus Professors Louvaris and 


Soutiriou of Athens. 
Twelve bishops took part in a closing liturgy on Sunday, November 15. 


Among visitors were representatives of the Patriarchates of Alexandria, 
Antioch, and Moscow, The Church of Cyprus and the Russian Orthodox Churches in 


Paris, Yugoslavia and Hungary also sent participants. 


The celebrations were organized by the Metropolitan Panteleimon of Salonica. 
EPS, Geneva 


the socialist "Youth Dedication" ceremony, which is regarded as an act of allegiance 
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Merger Plan Put to Danish Free Churches 


(Copenhagen) - A plan to merge the free churches of Denmark into a single church 
has been presented to the Danish Evangelical Free Church Council. 


It was referred to a fuller meeting of ministers from the Baptist, Evangelical 


Lutheran, Methodist, Mission Covenant, Free and Evangelical Churches, to be held 


' next year. 


A Methodist pastor, the Rev. Poul-Erik Bjerno, put forward the plan, It 
Suggests as a doctrinal basis for organic union the Trinity, Holy Scripture as 
“inspired Word of God" and the Apostles! and Nicene Creeds. 


Bach uniting group would retain its forms of worship, but common orders 
of worship would be prepared in addition. Both infant and adult baptism would 
be used as alternative forms. 


A synod for the church, with clergy and laymen in equal numbers, would 
elect bishops. 


/ The suggested merger would create a church of about 15,000 members. 
EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and South America 
has told the Greek Orthodox Youth of America that he might lead their annual 
pigrimage to the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Constantinople next summer. The 
archbishop has been asked by the Patriarch to be chairman of a meeting of 
Orthodox leaders in Rhodes, July 1-15. 


ae cas 


Pope John XXIII has announced that the Synod of the Rome Diocese will open 
on January 25, 1960, the last day of the Roman Catholic Octave of prayer for unity 
with the Holy See and the anniversary of his own first announcement of the forth- 
coming Ecumenical Council of the Roman Catholic Church. 


x * 


Bishop Otto Dibelius' controversial essay on "Authority" (see EPS Nos. 42,43). 
has been banned by magistrates of East Berlin, part of the bishop's diocese, on 
the ground that it infringes the city's statutes. The publication may not be 
copied, printed or distributed. 


% + 


Bast German authorities refused visas for 33 ministers and laymen from West 
Germany who applied to attend the Ninth Town Kirchentag at Weimar, November 2-6. 


nwa, 


Two women divinity graduates in Sweden have been granted the right to preach, 
but not to administer the sacraments, by Bishop Helge Ljungberg of Stockholn, 
They are Dr. Margit Sahlin, director of St. Catherine's Foundation, an institute 
for training women church workers, and Mrs. Barbro Nordholm-Stahl, Dr. Sahlin, 
who is a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, was 
given permission to conduct services in a new chapel of the Foundation as well as 
in other churches of the diocese. Mrs. Nordholm-Stahl will conduct services in 
the congregation of Oscar, where she is employed as secretary. EPS, Geneva 
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A Special Report 


France's Taizé Community Starts New Ventures 


(Taizé, France) - Twenty years after its foundation by Prior Roger Schutz, the 
Reformed Men's resident community of Taizé, situated in a small Burgundy village, 
reports a membership of forty brothers from Calvinist and Lutheran backgrounds 
‘in France, Switzerland, the Netherlands and Germany. 


The brothers, some laymen and others ordained, agree to a common life of 
| poverty, chastity and obedience. They have a rule of life that stresses in- 
' terior silence and meditation on the beatitudes and join three times a day in 
‘worship with an accent on intercession for the Church and the world. 


Developments in the thought of the Taizé community are reflected in a recent 

book by Roger Schutz called "Living God's Today" (Vivre 1'Aujourd'hui de Dieu). 

Printed elegantly but simply by the presses established on the bretherhood's pro- 

perty, the book points up Taizé's current concerns: active presence in movements 

for church unity and renewal; new forms of service by professionally competent 
brothers who go out "two by two" to tackle experiments at "strategic points" 

_ among the troubled or disinherited masses. 


Taizé brothers have recently gone to live among Africans in the populous 
outskirts of Treichville on the Ivory Coast in West Africa, among Moslems in 
Algiers and with the working class population in Marseilles. 


Among centres of church renewal and interconfessional contact currently 
served by two brothers at a time, are the Montbéliard region of Eastern France 
and the ecumenical centre of Packard Manse, near Boston, USA. 


. ~Taizé itself has become a centre for spiritual seekers who need silence and 
_ prayer. Brother Max Thurian and others are engaged in theological research, 
Thurian's books on worship, marriage and celibacy, Holy Communion and confession 
have been widely read and translated into other languages. 


In the village where the brothers live they have established a model farm 
and taken the initiative in organizing rural cooperatives for surrounding farmers. 
One brother is a practising country doctor. Others are well-known potters and 
there is a painter. The musical life of the community is also creative and 


lively. 


Projects for the future include the setting up of a conference centre in the 
nearby village of Cormatin. Now under construction, from next summer onward 

the building will house meetings of people from varied backgrounds to deal with 
reasons for Christian division and Christian responsibility in social, political, 
racial and economic problems today. 


} 


Explaining the objectives of the new meeting place, a spokesman of the 
community writes: "It is apparent that ecumenism is today up against a osrtain 
number of confessional prejudices strongly rooted in the great mass of Christian 
believers: historical situations that tend to solidify because of a lack of 
objective information, misunderstandings perpetuated by the absenoe of mutual 
openness, the isolation of certain areas of Christianity by massive social 


barriers. 


e 
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“All these are obstacles to unity between Christians. The Cormatin 


meetings will endeavour to find out what they are, study them without prejudice 
and try to resolve them in a spirit of intelligent love." EPS, Geneva 


r 
} 


PICTURES to illustrate this article may be obtained on request to John Taylor, 
Information Department, World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, 


Switzerland. 


ie 2 
Correction 


EPS No. 44, page 3, WSCF; The letter sent to member movements concerning 
approach to Moslem students was not based on the report of the investigation 
_tean, but was drafted by the team following their tour. — EPS, Geneva 
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Week of Prayer for Unity Will Stress Local Congregation 


(Geneva) —- The world-wide Week of Prayer for Christian Unity sponsored by the 
Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches will be celebrated 

in more than sixty countries, January 18 - 25, using intercessions that underline 
the importance of the local congregation as "a manifestation of the universal 


me Church". 


ae ee 


A leaflet based on I Corinthians, 12, is being sent to its member churches 
by the WCC, and many other destinations. With the general theme "The Unity of 
the Local Congregation in the Unity of the Universal Church", the leaflet "is 
designed to help local congregations come to a fresh understanding of Christian 
unity, and through this of their ecumenical character and vocation as a manifest— 
ation of the one Body of Christ". 


Suggested Bible readings and subjects for prayer are included in the folder, 
which goes to all readers of the Ecumenical Press Service, Denominational head- 
quarters, ministers and clergy, theological teachers and students, writers, 
Speakers and broadcasters are being asked by the Faith and Order Commission to 


promote the observance, 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion 


in and about the Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for 


opinions expressed in its.news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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Copies of the call to prayer for 1960 and the text of the daily intercessions 
may be ordered from World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva; 
British Council of Churches, 10 Eaton Gate, London S.W.1., or World Council of 


Churches, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, NY. EPS, Geneva 
ater ks eee EMBARGO: For release AMs 


Saturday, November 27, 1959. 
(Geneva) - A five-member delegation of the World Council of Churches will leave 
here Tuesday (December 1) for a three and a half weeks' visit in Russia as guests 
of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


Purpose of the visit is to continue the "get acquainted" process initiated 
last June when two representatives of the Patriarchate spent four weeks visiting 
the World Council's headquarters in Geneva. 


The delegation will be the first "fully international, ecumenical" group of 
church leaders ever to visit the USSR, Its members represent the Reformed, 
Lutheran, Baptist, Anglican and Orthodox Churches and come from the Netherlands, 

_ USA, Burma, Britain and Greece, The delegation will be headed by Dr. W.A. Visser 
't Hooft, WCC general secretary, 


The group is expected to have at least two formal meetings with Russian 
Orthodox Church leaders in Moscow. No advance agenda for the talks has been 
planned and discussiom will be on topics of "common interest", 


In addition the delegation will talk with leaders of the Lutheran, Baptist— 
Evangelical and Armenian Churches in the USSR during the visit. 


The three and a half week itinerary, which has been arranged by the Moscow 
Patriarchate, will start with a four-day visit in Moscow and will include a four- 
day visit in Soviet Armenia and shorter stop-overs in Riga, Kiev and Leningrad. 


Members of the delegation in addition to Dr, Visser 't Hooft, are: the Rev, 
Francis House, WCC associate general secretary, British, a member of the Church 
of England; Dr, Nick Nissiotis, assistant director of the WCC's Keumenical 
Institute, Bossey, Switzerland, Greek, a member of the Greek Orthodox Church; 

Dr, 0. Frederick Nolde, New York, director of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, a joint agency of the WCC and the International Missionary 
Council, United States, a member of the United Lutheran Church in America; and 
Mr. U Kyaw Than, Rangoon, Burma, Baptist, administrative secretary of the East 
Asia Christian Conference. Mr, Alexander de Weymarn, a research officer in the 
WCC's General Secretariat, will accompany the delegation as interpreter. 


The two-way exchange of visits resulted from a meeting held at Utrecht, the 
Netherlands, in August 1958, at which the representatives of the Patriarchate 
expressed a desire to get first-hand information about the World Council's work. 


In June, Archpriest Vitaly M, Borovoy, of Vilna, a lecturer in early church 
history at the Leningrad Theological Academy and Mr. Victor 5S, Alexeev, a lay 
secretary in the Moscow Patriarchate's office for inter-church relations, visited 
the World Council. Later they attended as observers the mecting of the World 


Council's Central Committee on the Island of Rhodes, in August. (See EPS No. 27) 
| EPS, Geneva 
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‘Sharing of Birth Control Data Urged 


a ivew York) =A broad plan whereby overpopulated countries would be helped in 

: family planning by those more technically advanced has been outlined by the Rev. 
Dr. Richard M. Fagley, executive secretary of the Commission of the Churches on 

International Affairs, 


Dr. Fagley, participating in a symposium on “Overpopulation and Foreign Aid" 
told delegates to the annual convention of the Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America, that in addition to the need for a greater mobilization of technical 
knowledge in birth control, there is a need for more effort "to try to make 
periodic continence a more reliable means to the same end". 
i He observed that "for millions of devout human beings" periodic continence 
is the only licit method short of complete abstinence, and urged that "the 
dominant motive throughout should be to help the human family" in "ways congruent 
with its own belief". | 


He noted that statements of the Lambeth Conference of 1958 (see EPS No, 34) 
and the Mansfield Report prepared by a study group called by officers of the 
Intemational Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches marked a new 
willingness on behalf of Christians to deal responsibly with the problem of over- 
population, 


But only a small amount of money is spent on technical research in birth 
control and “apart from Sweden the governments of the West are still doing nothing 
to help the underprivileged countries to cope with the problem", he said. 


A clergymen's nationaladvisory committee was announced at the Planned Parent-— 
hood meeting by the Rt. Rev. James A. Pike, Protestant Episcopal bishop of Cali- 
fornia. The committee includes eighteen prominent Protestant and Jewish church 


leaders. 


Among the functions of the committee is “to help secure the incorporation of 
contraceptive counselling and prescription in maternal health services throughout 


the United States". 


The participants on the symposium panel with Dr. Fagley included Dr. Ernest 
Stebbins of Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md; B. K. Nehru, Commissioner 
General for Economic Affairs for India; and Clarence Senir, chief of the migra- 
tion division, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, EPS, Geneva 


John Edwards Dies in Strasbourg 


(Strasbourg) -— The Right Honorable John Edwards, president of the General Assembly 
of the Council of Europe and a leading layman of the Church of England, died 
suddenly here of a heart attack at the age of 55, on November 22. 


tish Labour member of 


Mr. Edwards, who was a Privy Councillor and a Bri 
, especially in the World 


Parliament, had been active in the ecumenical movement 
Council of Churches! study programme on social questions. 


chairman and a co-founder of the Committee on the Christian 


He was vice- 
ean Cooperation, a Europe-wide group of Protestant laymen. 


Responsibility for Europ 
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In England Mr, Edwards joined actively in the Christian Frontier Movement. 
He was present at many WCC meetings on social responsibility and was a consultant 


me ror the World Council's study on the Common Christian Responsibility toward Areas 
e of Rapid Social Change. 


A statement made jointly in Geneva by WCC general secretary Dr. W.A. Visser 


'{ Hooft and Mr. Paul Abrecht, executive secretary of the World Council's Depart- 
ment on Church and Society, said: 


"John Edwards made an important contribution to the work of the World Council 
' of Churches and we are thankful to God for his life and witness. 


q Nas a layman", the statement continued, "Mr. Edwards was no novice either 
in the field of theology or in the discussions of church unity. Beginning as 


a university student at Leeds, he took an active part in the British Student 
Christian Movement", 


The World Council staff members went on to recall Mr. Edwards' record as a 
British Trade Union organizer and his work as Economic Secretary to the Treasury 
in the first post-war British government. 


"He displayed", the tribute concluded, "that rare combination of practical 
understanding and prophetic insight which are the marks of the faithful servant 
' of the Lord. We and our colleagues feel very keenly the loss of this gifted and 
devoted friend". EPS, Geneva 


French Churches Launch Food Appeal for Algeria 


(Paris) - Churches and Sunday schools all over France are being asked to give 
non-perishable food for winter relief of needy Algerian refugees. 


} The appeal has been made by CIMADE, the ecumenical service agency working 

among undernourished victims of the Algerian fighting, who were described as 
"threatened with famine" by CIMADE's general secretary, Pastor Jacques Beaumont, 
after a recent visit to refugee centres. 


Families in many French Protestant parishes will be asked to make cash 
contributions and to bring gifts of sugar, chocolate and powdered milk to church 
in the second week of Advent, December 6-13, Sunday school children will be 

asked for gifts of clothing and blankets. 


The drive is being widely publicized in France among Roman Catholics as well 
as Protestants in response to a joint appeal, the first of its kind, made in July 
by Cardinal Feltin of Paris and Pastor Marc Boegner, president of the French 
Protestant Federation. (See also EPS No. 22) EPS, Geneva 


Assembly Preview Meeting Held 

(Chicago) - A preview of the theme of the World Council of Churches! 1961 Assembly 
was held under the sponsorship of the Evanston Institute for Ecumenical Studies . 
and the Church Federation of Greater Chicago, November 13 - hint Three hundred 
clergymen, seminarians, and lay people attended. 


The two-day meeting featured speakers from the United States, Ceylon, Swit- 
-gerland and France. The Third Assembly of the World Council will be held in New 
Delhi, India, November - December 1961, with the theme "Jesus Christ, the Light 
of the World'. The Evanston conference, the fifth biennial Chicago wnference 


on Christian unity, was the first public discussion in America on the theme. 
EPS, Geneva 
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US Student Conference Scheduled 


(Athens, Ohio) - The most inclusive student meeting, secular or religious, ever 
held in the Western Hemisphere is scheduled in Athens, Ohio, December 27 - 
January 2, under sponsorship of the National Student Christian Federation (US). 


An estimated 1,300 overseas students from 100 countries and 1,600 US 
students are expected to attend the Seven-day meeting planned as part of a world- 
wide programme of study and experimentation in the Life and Mission of the 
Church, being conducted by the World's Student Christian Federation. Student 
Christian movements in 74 countries are engaged in this six-year study programme. 


The conference programme will include major addresses by church leaders and 
forumsessions on nine "strategic frontiers faced by the Church including tech- 
nological developments, racial tensions, new nationalism, militant non-Christian 
faiths, the need for statesmanship, expanding higher education, displaced people, 
Communism and modern secularism, Daily Bible study will be led by Bishop Lesslie 
Newbigin of the Church of South India, general secretary of the International 
Missionary Council. 


The meeting will be the first major conference sponsored by the NSCF since 
its formation this summer through a merger of the United Student Christian Council, 
the Student Volunteer Movement and the Interseminary Movement. BPS, Geneva 


Closer Russia-West Ties Hailed 


(Victoria, Australia) - Ten Australian church leaders have issued a peace declara- 
tion in which they "welcome the growing rapprochement between Russia and the West", 


But the seven-point statement reaffirms that "the Marxist ideology is irrecon- 
cilable with the Christian interpretation of life". 


The declaration, prepared by a committee headed by Dr. S. Barton Babbage, 
Dean of Melbourne, also urges "the need for a better understanding with China 
and the need for peaceful co-existence between the world's competing economic 
systems". 


A section on race relations states that "discrimination, colour prejudice 
and the exploitation and neglect of backward peoples demand of us a burning in- 
tolerance of man-made inequality". 


Signatories of the statement represent the Presbyterian, Greek Orthodox, 
Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist, Congregational Churches, the Churches of Christ, 
the Salvation Army, and the Society of Friends. EPS, Geneva 


US Christians "Spiritually Illiterate", Conference Told 

(Cincinnati, Ohio) - US Christians and Methodists in particular were the subject 
of some harsh words at the national biennial Methodist Conference on Christian 
Education held recently in Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Dr. Lowell B. Hazzard, of Wesley Theological Seminary (Methodist) Washington, 
charged that most US Methodists are "theologically illiterate". "That our people 
know this is evidenced by the wistful question that keeps coming to us, 'Please 


tell us what we believe’, he said. 
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q Another oe Dr. Arthur S, Flemming, Washington, D.C., said that Americans 
=» in general are "spiritually illiterate" and that this is "the most serious problem 
facing the United States today". Dr. Flemming is Secretary of the US Department 


of Health, Education and Welfare, and church school Superintendent of Foundry 
| Methodist Church in Washington, D.C. EPS, Geneva 


Cardinal Tisserant Explains Resignation 


(Rome) - Bugene Cardinal Tisserant, the French de 
Cardinals in Rome, has res 


for the Oriental Church, 


an of the Sacred College of 
lgned his office as Sccretary of the Sacred Congregation 


The Cardinal, who is also Bishop of the Roman districts of Ostia, Porto and 
Santa Ruffina and a Prefect of the Ceremonial Congregation, has explained that 
the decision-will leave him free to attend to his other duties and to concentrate 


'on the task of Librarian and Archivist of the Church, He said that Pope John XXIII 
wished hin to be free for study work. 


Roman Catholic newsagencies have commented that the resignation of Cardinal 
Tisserant, who is 75, will leave him free for Special tasks in connection with the 
preparation of the forthcoming Ecumenical Council. 


The Cardinal had been Secretary of the Congregation for the Oriental Church 
for 25 years and in that time had become an expert on Eastern Orthodox questions. 


He will be succeeded in his former post by Amleto Cardinal Cicognani, a former 


_ Apostolic Delegate to the United States. EPS, Geneva 


“US Church Offers Aid in Stecl Strike Sottlement 


Re 


(Chicago, Ill.) - The "good offices" of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA 
"have been offered to aid in settlement of the steel strike in the United States. 


Dr. Kugene Carson Blake, stated clerk. of the church's general assembly, told 
@ meeting here that "It is time... for the American people to make it clear that 
the strike must be settled promptly and that they will not countenance any di- 
latory delay on either side of the negotiations." He addressed representatives 
of both management and labour at a 15th anniversary dinner of the Presbyterian 
Institute of Industrial Relations. 


Dr. Plake said he is sure that "part of the difficulty" in the stalemated 
negotiations is "moral and spiritual, having to do with inner attitude and 
desire", 


A prolonged and bitter strike, he added, “is a clear exhibition of the 
failure of free society to function andisaprelude to economic and political 
disaster". 


An 80-day injunction against the strike ordered by President Eisenhower 
under the Taft-Hartley law, is now in effect, EPS, Geneva 


— 
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Aid Asked for Moslem Refugee Schools 


(Geneva) - Member churches of the World Council of Churches have been asked to 
help support the building of twenty new schools in Pakistan, the world's largest 


Moslem state. The scheme, part of the WCC's World Refugee Year programme, will 
cost about $800,000. 


The programme calls for erection of four fully-equipped schools in each of 
the five satellite towns now being built by the government at Korangi near 


Karachi, the federal capital,|to settle a total of about half a million refugees 


and homeless people. An estimated 50,000 children between the ages of six and 
twelve will be enrolled in the new schools. 


The building programme has been undertaken and will be administered by the 
West Pakistan Christian Council. The Pakistan government will donate the land 
and playing fields and will allow building materials to be imported duty free. 
The schools will be run under the management of existing church institutions. 
EPS, Geneva 


Orthodox Cause Expands in Fast Africa 


(Athens, Greece) - Reports on the growth of the Greek Orthodox Church in British 
East Africa have been delivered to officials of the Holy Synod of the Greek Church 
in Athens by Archimandrite Reuben Mukasa Sparta, the head of the Greek Orthodox 
Church in Uganda. 


The archimandrite, who is under the jurisdiction of the Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Alexandria, is a former Anglican who is now furthering the Orthodox faith in 
Kenya and Tanganyika as well as his own country. 


He revealed that there are now 10,000 Orthodox in Uganda and another 4,000 
in Kenya. The Orthodox Church was established in Africa about ten years ago 
as an independent movement, and later received recognition from Alexandria, 


Father Sparta had talks with Archbishop Theoklitos of Athens and asked the 
Holy Synod to send vestments, icons, books and furnishings for Orthodox worship 
to Uganda, He also requested expansion of scholarship programmes for students 
of theology and prospective women nurses at the University of Athens. 


Sixteen students have already been helped to study in training institutions 
and theological schools in Greece. A missionary society has been formed under 
the initial sponsorship of the international Orthodox youth movement "Syndesmos" 
and will help the Uganda church (see also EPS No. 15). 


Five priests have volunteered to go from different parts of Greece to serve 
in East Africa and a collection is being taken in the parishes to help in the 
erection of churches and insitutions in Uganda. 


King Paul of Greece received Father Sparta in audience and was presented 


‘with gifts from the ruler of Buganda, the Kabaka, EPS, Geneva 
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Signs of Kuropean Church Unity Cited 


(Chicago) x A leading US Episcopal clergyman said here that Signs of progress 
toward Christian unity are more visible in Hurope than in the United States. 


The Rev. William F. Maxwell, dean of the Chicago-West deanery, said signs 
pointing toward unity in Europe are seen in mutual Bible study by Protestants and 
Roman Catholics and "increased plain old charity between Roman Catholic and other 

urches due partly to a change of atmosphere created by Pope John". 


Mr. Maxwell said the pontiff seems to be a "very loving and kindly man, a 
man who w:lcomes all people". He added that this situation "could ease the 
traditional position of the Roman Catholic Church that it is the only Church, 

'a position that must change before true Christian unity can be accomplished." 
EPS, Geneva 


German Socialists Adopt New Statement on Church 


(Bonn) - The German Socialist Party has adopted a new party programme including 

a section on religion and the Church, which signals a marked revision in its 
traditional attitudes. The Socialist Partyhas been traditionallynore Marxist and 
secularist in its views. 


The new statement says: "The only sound basis for fruitful co-existence 
on both the personal and political level is mutual toleration, which respects 
those who hold diverse views and diverse beliefs. Socialism is not a substitute 
for religion. The SPD respects the churches and religious associations, their 
special task and their individuality. It approves their protection by the 
authorities. It is always ready to cooperate with the churches and religious 
associations in a free partnership. It welcomes the fact that people's 
religious convictions give them a feeling of duty towards social action and of 
responsibility within the society. Freedom of thought, freedom of belief, 
freedom of conscience and freedom to preach must be assured. Religious or 
ideological teaching must not be misused for political or anti-democratic pur- 


poses." 


 ™he statement was adopted at a special party conference held recently at 
Godesberg. EPS, Geneva 


1D priest 


The Church of Ireland (Anglican) has turned over its church at Ballinahinch, 
County Galway, to the local Roman Catholic community for use as a Catholic church. 
A spokesman said the gift was made because there have been no members of the 
Church of Ireland residing in the parish for some years and since there is no 
Roman Catholic church in the neighbourhood Roman Catholics there have to travel 
long distances to attend the nearest church, 


ees 


An appeal for funds to finance a proposed protest expedition to the French 
atomic bomb test site in the Sahara desert has been launched in Accra, Ghana, 
by the Rev. Michael Scott, a well-know Anglican clergyman. Mr. Scott will lead 
the expedition, which is expected to set out on December 1. His appeal has been 
backed by members of the Ghanaian Cabinet and numerous religious organizations 
in Ghana and other African countries. 


CDs 
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A budget of $4,003,000 for the work of the American Bible Society in 1960 
has been approved in New York by the agency's Advisory Council. 


oo ape 


The four Orthodox patriarchs in the Near Eest are to participate together 

for the first time in Christmas services in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in 
Jerusalen, The Jeruselem Patriarch, Benedictos, has invited the Ecumonical 

Patriarch of Constantinople - who will be making a journey in the Near East - 

together with the Patriarchs of Alexandria and Antioch. They will be joined . 
by Archbishop Theoklitos of Athens. * 


Pena 


Pope John XXIII has announced that he will create eight new cardinals, 
bringing the number of the College of Cardinals to 79 - the highest in history. 

Of the seven cardinals-—designate, two are from the United States, one is from 
scotland, one from Ireland, one from Germany and one from Spain. The red 

hat will be bestowed on them at a consistory beginning at Vatican City on 
December 14. Unofficial Vatican sources believe the Pope's intention in creating 
the new cardinals is to strengthen the ranks of his senior advisers in Rome in 
preparation for the Ecumenical Council. 


EAP Ay 


The Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church, India's largest Lutheran body, is 
training lay people to help its 160 pastors minister to the church's 260,000 
members. In the past, the church has relied on teachers in its 700 elementary 
schools to assist the pastors as lay catechists, but the government is taking 

over the schools soon and they will become civil servants. While many are 
reported to have voluntecred to continue as catechists, additional people are 
now needed. At present the church's pastors serve parishes of 10 to 20 con- 


gregations each. 
Ce ey 


The Rev. David Makoto Goto, professor of church history and Christian 
ethics at St. Paul's University, Tokyo, since 1943 has been consecrated as the 
fifth Anglican Bishop of Tokyo. He succeeds former Bishop Timothy M. Makita, 
who resigned last February because of illness. A nationally known writer on 
theology and church history, Bishop Goto had served earlier as priest and chap- 
lain in a number of parishes and institutions in Japan. 


Tip 


World Refugee Year will be aided by $390,000 by the United Church of Canada. 
The denomination's General Council has called upon its churches to contribute 
$250,000 in 1960 to be added to the $140,000 raised yearly through its Overseas 


Relief Fund. 
* * 


Protestant Episcopal churches in the United States marked the 175th anni- 
versary of the bestowal of the episcopate on the church in the country at Sunday 
services and special observances last week, The church's first bishop was 
Samuel Seabury of New London, Conn., who was consecrated in 1784 by the Episcopal 
Church of Scotland at Aberdeen, Scotland, after he had earlier been prohibited 

by law from being consecrated by the Church of England because he planned to 
Serve in another country. 

* * 


~ 


EO ee ee pe ee A at Pe. ee a ee eg a 


re 2 a oe ae) #8 <- 


No. 46 — 27th November, 1959, 10 


A US Methodist bishop is spiritual adviser to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek 
leader of ten million Chinese on the Island of Formosa. Bishop Arthur J. Moore 
of Atlanta, Ga., was thus introduced by the Generalissimo at a palace dinner in 
the bishop's honour, Bishop Moore is filling a vacancy in the Methodist Far 
East bishopric left by the death of Bishop Ralph Ward. 


cash Rag 


A drive to raise $100,000 for a fund to combat juvenile delinquency in New 
York is being conducted by the Protestant Council of the City of New York. Funds 
raised will help establish ten youth centres in critical areas of the city not 


adequately served now or not being served at all, They will be operated by the 


Council in cooperation with New York City's Youth Board. 


x * 


A committee in the state of Oklahoma, USA, has subscribed funds for erection 
of a Christian Study Centre on Fern Mountain near Muskogee. The programe of 
the centre will include interdenominational conferences along the lines of the 
German Evangelical Academies, The Oklahoma committee is directed by the Rev. 
J.L.B. Williams, rector of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Muskogee and 
formerly minister of the American Church in Bonn, Germany. 


Cae uy 


A consultation on Rapid Social Change in Africa will be held in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, December 7 - 10 under the auspices of a committee of leaders of 
the Dutch Reformed Church of the Transvaal and Natal and the National Christian 
Council of South Africa and of the World Council of Churches. The consultation 
is part of a series scheduled in connection with the WCC's study of social, 
political and economic changes in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Middle 
Bast. Similar consultations are also planned next year in Sao Paulo, Brazil 
and in the United States. The Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa, special assistant for the 
study in the WCC's Department on Church and Society, will address the Johannes-— 
burg meeting. 


eATy ACAD 


The work of the World Council of Churches is depicted in a special filn 
series of four half-hour programmes being produced by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. Titled "The Cry Goes Up" the series will deal with WCC service 
to refugees, its work in providing material aid to the hungry, sick and homeless, 
its programme in areas of rapid social change and the story of the movement of the 
world's churches towards unity. The films are expected to be available in 
December for use on television and in churches and schools in other countries. 

BPS, Geneva 
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US Catholic Bishops Attack "Family Planning" Advocates 

(Washingtor.) - The Roman Catholic hierarchy of North America has come out strong- 
ly against proposals for using contraception to curb the "population explosion" 
in underdeveloped areas. 


In a statement called "Explosion or Backfire", issued at the close of their 
annual meeting, the 200 bishops declared that "population explosion" was a terror 
technique phrase and singled out for denunciation the "attempts of some represen- 
tatives of Christian bodies who endeavour to elaborate the plan into a theological 
doctrine which envisages artificial birth prevention within the married state as 
the ‘will of God", 


(The report of a study group on the population problem held at Oxford, 
England, last April, supported family planning and said there was no moral ob- 
jection in principle to use of artificial methods of birth control. The report, 
requested by the officers of the International Missionary Council and the World 
Council of Churches, has been given world-wide publicity.) 


Objections listed by the American bishops are that artificial birth control 
‘is contrary to “natural law", and would hinder self-control in under-developed 


lands. 
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They say that migration offers a solution to the great growth of world 
population if linked with an increase of acreage yield to offset food shortages. 


In a section of their statement dealing with the “hysterical terrorism and 
bland misrepresentation of data'' in their opponents’ views, the hierarchy's 
members say; "It never seems to dawn on them that in a chronic condition where 
we have more people than food, the logical answer would be not to decrease the 
number of people but to increase the food supply, which is almost unlimited in 
potential", 


Reaffirming the Roman Catholic stand that birth control by use of the "safe 
period" is permissible, the bishops say they do not wish to "discourage demo- 
graphers, economists, agricultural experts and political scientists in their 
efforts to solve the problem", but that they are against "the unilateral 'suess- 
timates'’ of special pleaders" that might "stampede or terrorize the United 
States into-a national or international policy inimical to human dignity". 


Another point made by the bishops is that international Communism is not 
advocating cutting down natural population growth. They assert that peoples 
aspiring to economic development and political status might be induced to accept 
other specious Communist approaches because Communism does not insist that 
_ "reducing fertility is essential to the achievement of such goals", EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholic Council Asked to Speak on Religious Liberty 


(Geneva) - Hope that the coming Vatican-—convened Ecumenical Council will "speak 
clearly on the question of religious liberty" was voiced here by officials of 
world confessional bodies representing some 250 million Christians. 


Such a pronouncement is "highly important for the sake of improving inter- 
church relations", said the international spokesmen for ten church groups ranging 
from Anglicans and Eastern Orthodox to Pentecostals and Friends (Quakers ‘ 


At a two-day meeting of world confessional groups, November 24 - 25, the 
common view was expressed that "all who have occasion to express the opinions of 
the non-Roman churches on the subject of the next Ecumenical Council of the 
Roman Catholic Church should underline that it is highly important, for the sake 
of improving inter-church relations, that this council should speak clearly on 
the question of religious liberty". 


Other Protestant world bodies represented at the gathering were those of 
the Lutherans, Presbyterian-Reformed, lIlethodists, Baptists, Congregationalists 
and Churches of Christ (Disciples). 


The statement of consensus was drafted to summarize a discussion which took 
place after World Council of Churches staff members gave reports about the 
Vatican's indicated plans respecting the Ecumenical Council. 


In another statement of agreement, the participants in effect expressed 
confidence in the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs as the 
representative of most of their denominations in contact with the United Nations 
and other inter-governmental agencies, and hinted at the undesirability of 
Separate approaches by the various ecclesiastical bodies, The CCIA is a joint 
agency of the WCC and the International Missionary Council. 
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The confessional representatives put on the record that "it was generally 
agreed among the participants... that the CCIA shall be considered as the main 


channel for voicing the convictions of the constituency of the churches parti- 
clipating in the WCC", 


The confessional groups, they added, can participate in the CCIA's work 
"both by stimulating the growth of political understanding and Christian con- 
viction about international issues in their churches, and by presenting and 
interpreting the concerns of the CCIA to their constituencies", 


Meeting participants - who did not consider themselves empowered to pass 
resolutions at the sessions - approved this statement after hearing a report of 
the CCIA's activity from its director, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde of Philadelphia, 


World confessional alliances represented were: the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion, the Presbyterian World Alliance, the World Methodist Council, the Church 
of England Council of Inter—Church Relations, the Baptist World Alliance, the 
International Congregational Council, the World Convention of Churches of Christ 
the Pentecostal World Conference, the Friends! World Committee for Consultation, 
and the Ecumenical Patriarchate of the Orthodox Church. Also present was a WCC 
group headed by general secretary Dr. W.A. Visser '+ Hooft, EPS, Geneva 


’ 


Presbyterians in US Seek Korean Reconciliation 


(New York) - The mission boards of the two largest Presbyterian churches in the 


US have made a joint appeal to Korean Presbyterians to settle their differences 
by. reconciliation. 


The approach was made by spokesmen for the Commission on Ecumenical Mission 
and Relations of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA and the Board of 
World Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the US following a Split in the 
Synod of the Korean church in October (see EPS No. 40). 


A rift developed in the synod when a substantial minority group opposed 
continued membership in the World Council of Churches and attacked the use of 
the word "united" in the title of the Presbyterian Church USA. The USA 
(Northern) church, through its mission board, supports the Korean church's 
work, 


The appeal of the US (Southern) missions board, which also has work in 
Korea, is a new attempt to settle differences amicably between the "ecumenical" 
and minority “anti-ecumenical" factions involved in the hot synod debate that 
led to October's rupture. BPS, Geneva 


Italian Protestants Seek Equality under Penal Code 


(Rome) —- The Council of the Italian Federation of Protestant Churches has asked 
for the Italian Penal Code to give the same rights before the law to all 
‘religious beliefs. 


The request came following announcement of draft changes in the code which 


would continue to inflict less severe sentences for "violation of the religious 
sentiment" of people belonging to non-Roman Catholic religious groups. 
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Drawing attention to the government's intention of revising the code to 
protect against interference with the free practice of religious faith, the 
Federation's Council asked the Italian government and parliament to bring 


ae into line with the Italian Constitution, which guarantees full religious 
iberty. 


The Council's request has gone to the Italian Ministry of Justice. 
EPS, Geneva 
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_ Australian Churches Aid "Soldiers! Children" in Japan 


(Sydney) - The Australian Council for the World Council of Churches has launched 
an appeal for «50,000 to assist children of Australian servicemen in Japan. 


The fund would provide financial assistance and education grants for an 
estimated 100 Japanese children fathered by Australians. 


The Rev. Harvey Perkins, general secretary of the Australian Council, an- 
nounced that the council had paid the legal costs, amounting to «500, for eight 
of the children to be adopted into American homes. 


"We have done this reluctantly, and with shame", he said. "We regard it 
as conscience money, and the least that could be done, after three years of 
futile endeavour to break through the difficulties of bringing the children to 
Australia for adoption." 


Mr. Perkins reported that the council was also planning to provide a social 
worker for three years to work among the children. BPS, Geneva 


Protestants Develop Mass Media in Latin America 


(Buck PeaivPalis, Pa.) -— The need for careful planning of Protestant broadcasting 
in Latin America has been stressed at the annual study conference of the National 
Council of Churches! (US) Committee on Cooperation in Latin America. 


The Rev. Edwin M. Luidens, executive secretary of RAVEMCCO, the Radio, 
Visual Education and Mass Communications Committee of the NCC, said that the 
only hope of reaching the growing and predominantly youthful population of 
Latin America is through the mass media. 


He pointed out that there are 2,000 Christian programmes broadcast each 
week, and that eleven major studios and nine radio stations are operated by 
125 missionaries of US denominations, "Nowhere else in the world is there such 
a concentration of religious broadcasting", he said. 


Mr. Luidens noted that a $250,000 Evangelical Audio Visual Centre, dedicated 
in 1958 at Campinas, Brazil, under the auspices of RAVENCCO, is now 61 per cent 


self-supporting. EPS, Geneva 


Progress Reported on US Faith and Order Commission 


(New York) -— Progress towards the creation of a permanent Faith and Order 
Commission in the United States has been reported in New York by the Commission's 


Advisory Committee. 
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The commission will parallel on a national scale the work of the World 
Council of Churches! Faith and Order Commission, It will be formed and sup- 


ee the National Council of Churches and the US Conference for the World 
ouncil, 


The Rev, W.A. Norgren, a Protestant lipiscopal clergyman who heads the NCC's 
Office of Faith and Order Studies, said that in connection with the Commission's 
establishment an analysis will be made of contributions to Faith and Order by 
youth, higher education and women's organizations. He said state and regional 
Faith and Order conferences are also planned. 


In Geneva, Dr. Keith Bridston, executive secretary of the WCC's Department 
of Faith and Order, welcomed the announcement as "a mark of progress in ecumeni- 
cal relations between the American churches", He said it is "an encouraging 
sign that the American churches have sufficient confidence in one another to 
face their basic differences frankly, openly and together, and an indication 
that the common faith in the essential oneness of the Church of Christ is now 
strong enough among them to expose these 'irreconcilables' of faith and order 
to ecumenical study and discussion", 


The proposal to set up a national commission was made at the first North 
American Conference on Faith and Order at Oberlin, 0., in 1957. The commission 
was authorized in 1958 by the NCC's General Board as "an on-going deliberative 
theological study in the area of order and organization" and as "an on-going 
study of the ecclesiological significance of local, state and national church 
councils", HPS, Geneva 


Late Abbé Couturier's Prayer Week Spreads 


(Lyon, France) — A record number of Roman Catholics will pray daily with other 
Christians during the Universal Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 
18 — 25, 1960, for "the unity Christ wills, at His appointed time and in His 
way". 


Promotion of the week using this form of intercession is undertaken in 
Lyon by Father P, Michalon, a Sulpician priest, who since 1954 has been respon— 
sible for continuing the work begun by the late Abbé Paul Couturier, “apostle 
of Christian unity". 


Forms of intercession for each day of the week, which runs concurrently 
with the official Roman Catholic Octave of Prayer for submission to the 
authority of the Holy See, are sent out to many countries in French and English 
versions. The "Lyon" form of intercession enables Roman Catholics and others 
to use the same prayers, 


A “Christian Unity Association" has been formed in Lyon to extend Roman 
Catholic work for unity in the spirit of the Abbé Couturier and to cope with 
growing demands for literature each year during the week, Requests for the 
material have grown from 63,000 in 1953 to 700,000 in 1959, Translations were 


“made last year in Danish, German, Arabic, Swedish, Dutch, and Spanish. 


The intercessions were also used by Radio Monte Carlo and by stations in 
West Africa and Canada. : 


The Lyon Week of Prayer is held at the same time and in the same spirit 
as the parallel observance sponsored by the Faith and Order Commission of the 


World Council: of Churches. 


Packets of material for use during the week are sent out by Father Michalon 
from the Séminaire Universitaire, place Abbé-Larue, Lyon 5e. EPS, Geneva 
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_ OQrthodox Leader Urges Bi-lateral Unity Talks 


(New York) - Archbishop Anthony Bashir of New York, lletropolitan of the Syrian 
i Antiochian Orthodox Church of North America, said here that any discussions on 
: Christian unity “must be restricted to Orthodox Catholics and Roman Catholics", 


‘ 
vi 


To include Protestants in the discussions, he said, “could only result in 


Chaos" because of the "enormous basic doctrinal divergences (of Protestants) 
from both Orthodox and Romans". 


The Metropolitan made the comments in an official statement released in 
New York. He said the statement was issued to clarify his "basic convictions" 
concerning church unity and because the "most positive and encouraging responses" 
which he had made to Pope John XXIII's announcement of an Ecumenical Council 
"have been quoted and misquoted in the public and church press and elsewhere". 


The iletropolitan praised the forthcoming Ecumenical Council, calling the 
suggestion a "tremendous achievement". -He said he "fully " endorsed the sug- 
gestion, and the resistance or indifference of some Orthodox spokesmen, "the 
evident alarm of some Protestant ecumenists and the extreme caution of later 
comments from Rome," do not detract from the "value of this truly courageous 
aot, 


The Metropolitan added that of all the efforts towards Christian unity 
Since World War I "the most encouraging event from the viewpoint of the Orthodox 
Church has been the suggestion by Pope John XXIII that serious consideration be 
given to Orthodox and Roman reunion". 


The Metropolitan urged that Orthodox leaders give their utmost support 
to "the apparent intention of the Pope to pass beyond the traditional formalities 
and the empty euphonics of the past". 


He suggested that the Pope, as Primate of the West, must begin by joining 
with Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras of Istanbul, as Primate of the East, in 
calling for a joint meeting of theologians and canonists from both churches. 
"The meeting which would follow", he observed, “although it might not arrive at 
immediate union, would provide an opportunity for the Holy Spirit to act, and 
might well lead to eventual unity." EPS, Geneva 


Italian Protestants Dislike Bisenhower's Vatican Visit 


(Rome) ~ The Federal Council of Protestant Churches in Italy has said Protestant 
circles in Italy and other countries feel embarrassed by President Eisenhower's 
scheduled call on Pope John XXIII. 


President Eisenhower has requested a “private audience'with the Pope when 
he officially visits President Gronchi of Italy, December 4~6, 


The Protestant council expresses concern because it says the visit might 
be interpreted as a personal act of homage to the Pope as a religious leader and 
be exploited for "propaganda purposes" in some Roman Catholic circles. 


The Italian press has speculated about the meaning of the visit. "La Nazione", 
a Florence daily, says the interview "brings up the issue of arranging diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the USA". 


The weekly "L'Espresso" has published a "note from Washington" stating that 

"on the occasion of his visit to Rome and Madrid, President Eisenhower intends to 
speak to John XXIII and General Franco about guaranteeing freedom of worship to 
Protestants and Jews". EPS, Geneva 
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Colombia Asks Report on Protestant Charges 


(Bogata) - The House of Representatives of Colombia has requested three ministers 
of the presidential cabinet'to appear before it to explain the treatment which 
Protestants have received in the country. 


The action follows within a few weeks the presentation to the House of 
Representatives of a "memorial" signed by 14,000 Protestants and others alleging 
persecution of Protestants and calling upon the Colombian government to make 
effective the religious liberty guaranteed by the Constitution. 


The memorial alleged that 116 Protestant Christians have been killed since 
1948 because of their religious faith. During the same period, it said, 66 
Protestant schools have been destroyed by fire or dynamite and over 200 Protes- 
tant schools closed, 


It said further that children of Protestants have been discriminated 
against and persecuted in the nation's public schools and that many thousands 
of Protestants have had to abandon their farms and homes in order to escape 
persecution and death. (See EPS Nos. 8, 15, 16, 27, 40) 


Before and since the memorial was presented there have been reports of a 
more liberal attitude by the government to Protestants. 


This change was noted by the World Presbyterian Alliance at its meeting in 
sao Paulo, Brazil, in a letter to Dr, Alberto L. Camargo, the president of 
Colombia, in which it said it "has heard with deep satisfaction reports on the 
gradual re-establishment of liberty for the religious minorities of your 
country". 


It added that "this satisfaction is all the greater because of the memory 
of the restrictions and the violence suffered by our Protestant brethren durirmg 
the decade between 1948 and the re-establishment of democratic institutions" 
under Dr. Camargo's leadership. 


Recently there has also been a report that Roman Catholic bishops have 
advised their faithful of La Plata to wake restitution to Protestants in their 
town for damages incurred in a mob attack on an evangelical chapel, 


A spokesman for the National Association of Evangelicals interpreted the 
act "as an indication of a more friendly attitude” towards Protestants. 
EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 
A meeting of the Swedish Bishops! Conference scheduled for January is 


expected to discuss the desirability of ordaining women in the Lutheran State 
Church. Since the Swedish parliament pasced legislation permitting the step 


no woman has applied; but the Swedish press says that Dr. Margit Sahlin, a 


member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, intends to do 
so. 
x % 

Lutheran church circles in Sweden have strongly criticized the government's 
intention to introduce legislation abolishing the Church Assembly's right of veto 
over bills passed by the parliament and dealing with internal church affairs. 
Swedish church papers unanimously describe the proposal as a threat to the 


church's freedom to run its own affairs. 
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An unofficial group of volunteers has formed an "Institute for Ecumenical 


Contacts" in Norway. The Rev. Dr. Peder Borgen is president, The group plans 


to give information on all aspects of the ecumenical movement and to improve 
Norwegian participation in ecumenical events abroad, Attempts will be made in 
the next two years to pave the way for more official contacts between the 
national Lutheran Church and other churches. 


Pel ak) 


The next World Institute on Christian Education will be held in or near 
Belfast, Ireland, in July, 1962, according to an announcement of the World 
Council of Christian Education's North American Community, The last Institute 
held at Kobe, Japan August 1958, was attended by 200 Christian leaders from 
60 countries. The WCCE is a federation of 59 cooperative Christian education 
groups, which continues the work of the World's Sunday School Association 
formed in 1907. 


cay 1 


Pope John XXIII is reported to be establishing in Rome an institute for 
the study of Protestantism to train Roman Catholic priests who will work in 
Protestant countries. Italian press agencies report that courses will last 
three years and be run for doctors of theology. The opening date of the school, 
which will be run by the Jesuit order, has not been announced. 


he nk 


The Episcopal Church of Scotland (Anglican) has rejected an invitation 
from the Church of Scotland (Presbyterian) to participate in next year's cele— 
bration of the 400th anniversary of the Reformation in Scotland. The primate 
of the church, the Bishop of Argyll and the Isles, said that his church's 
approach to the Reformation was so different that participation would have in- 
volved an unreality that would have been uncomfortable. 


(cae Ts 


A report of a Joint Commission on Church Union, set up by the Congregational, 


Methodist and Presbyterian Churches in Australia and submitted to the federal 
bodies of the three churches is being distributed outside Australia through the 


Lutterworth Press in London. 
K% * 


The Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople has con— 
firmed the appointment of Archimandrite Emilian Timiadis as the Patriarchate's 
permanent representative at the headquarters of the World Council of Churches 
in Geneva. Father Timiadis has been acting in the post since February 1959, 


Te ead 


The Evangelical Alliance in the United Kingdom, acting with the World 
Evangelical Fellowship, church leaders, and Bible and missionary societies, 
will again sponsor its annual Universal Week of Prayer, January 3-6, 1960. 
Observance of the Week throughout the world has been promoted internationally 
since 1846. 

* * 


tf 


Dr. Carl E, Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the Lutheran World 
Federation, has been in hospital in Geneva suffering from high blood pressure. 
Dr, Lund-Quist, whose health has given concern this year, is convalescing in 
a local clinic and has been ordered complete rest until January l. 
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A three-volume Roman Catholic Bible printed in fugoslavia and edited by 
the Catholic Bishop in Maribor is available in that country. It is reported, 
by Lutheran readers, to be "of high scientific and literary value", finely 
printed and translated into current Slovenian (see also EPS No. 44). 


Tate ear 


Of 1,455 preaching posts in the Fvangelical Church of Berlin—Brandenburg, 
Germany, 293 are vacant. The 1,816 parishes of the church are partly in West 
Berlin and partly in the DDR, The lack of pastors in Berlin itself is not so 
great as in the rural districts, In East Berlin, 34 out of 184 posts are 
vacant; in West Berlin, 46 out of 352, and in the rural areas there are 213 
vacancies out of 939 posts. 


* * 


Bishop Otto Dibelius has had two interviews with the acting Mayor of 
Kast Berlin, Church circles say the conversations are an attempt to clear up 
trouble caused by the bishop's leaflet on "Authority". (See also EPS No. 43) 


Kant ee 


The November number of the Hungarian Communist monthly, "Tarsadelmi 
Szemle" has called for carrying "militant atheistic propaganda right into the 
family circle". The article says religion is still deeply rooted in the 
Hungarian people, even among party members, and calls on every Communist to begin 
with his own family, and give priority to the atheistic education of the chil- 
dren, EPS, Geneva 
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Birth Control Issue in US News Spotlight 

(New York) - The question of promotion of artificial birth control information in 


overpopulated countries continued last week to be a major news issue in the 
United States, 


Dr. R. Norris Wilson, director of Church World Service, cooperative overseas 
relief agency of US Protestant and Orthodox Churches, has reported that the agency 
has been distributing birth-control information "for years" and that he would 
"feel disgraced" if a request for such information were rejected. 


The CWS executive, in an interview reported in The New York Times, said that 
he saw nothing "immoral" in limiting the size of families by artificial birth 
prevention. "It is inconceivable," he observed, "that God likes to see children 


dying on the streets." He added that the US Government is not involved in any 
such programme, and that it was a "gross misfortune" that the issue has become 
involved in politics, "It is a moral, not a political problem," he commented. 


Dr. Wilson made his remarks at about the same time as President Kisenhower 
was telling his weekly press conference that the United States would refuse to 
advise other nations on birth control as long. as he was chief executive, 
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The president said he could not "imagine anything more emphatically a subject 
that ee not a proper political or governmental activity or function or responsi- 
Biiity” , He said that the question "has nothing to do with governmental contact 


with other governients" and "we do not intend to interfere with.., the internal 
affairs of any government", 


Meanwhile, two prominent Protestant leaders last week took issue with the 
Statement of the Roman Catholic hierarchy opposing use for foreign aid funds for 
distribution of birth control data in overpopulated countries. (See EPS No. 47) 


They were Protestant Episcopal Bishop James A. Pike, of San Francisco, head 
of the new Clergymen's Advisory Committee for the Planned Parenthood Federation 


'of America, and Dr, John C. Bennett, dean of Union Theological Seminary, New York. 


. Bishop Pike said the Catholic bishops! position would "condemn rapidly 
increasing millions of people in less fortunate parts of the world to starvation 
bondage, misery and despair", 


‘The great majority of the people in these countries are not Roman Catholie 
oes not be compelled to observe Catholic scruples against contraception", he 
said, 

Dr. Bennett said it was "tragic" that Roman Catholic leaders are pressing 
"a point of view on birth control which has no sound moral or religious basis, and 
which has been rejected by most other Christian groups", He noted that most 
non—Catholics are convinced there is no valid moral distinction between "arti- 
ficial" and"natural" contraceptive methods and urged that Roman Catholic leaders 
"focus their energies on making the rhythm method more reliable" instead of 
"minimizing the gravity of the population problem", 


Also last week a leading Jesuit moralist said that it would "clearly be 
wrong" for a Roman Catholic president to approve a bill sponsoring promotion of 
birth control information, 


The Rev. John R. Connery, professor of moral theology at West Baden College, 
Indiana, asserted it would be morally mandatory in all circumstances for a 
Catholic president to veto such a bill, He suggested that if a case arose in 
which a Roman Catholic president felt it was necessary to cooperate to some extent 
with such a programme "as a lesser of two evils", he could dissociate himself from 
the bill without vetoing it. Any bill not returned by the president to Congress 
within ten days of the time it is presented to him for his signature automatically 
becomes law. Father Connery made his statement in an article to be published in 
the December 12 issue of America, a national Catholic weekly. 


A leading aspirant to the US presidency in the 1960 elections is a Roman 
Catholic senator John F. Kennedy, Democratic, of Massachusetts. Senator Kennedy 
has said that he feels it would be a mistake for the United States to advocate 
birth control in other countries, but that if such a bill came before him as 
president he would use his "personal judgement... as to what would be in the 
interest of the United States". EPS, Geneva 


Methodists Ask Us-China Trade Study 


(Chicago) — The Board of World Peace of the Methodist Church (US) has gone on 
record in favour of exploring the possibility of US trade with Communist @aina, 
banning nuclear tests and asking all governments to declare complete disarmament 


as their ultimate goal. 
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The board also called upon the church's General Conference to authorize a 
carefully selected commission of not more than 12 leaders "to study thoroughly 


the moral and theological problems involved in the reaction of Christians to new 
aspects of modern war", 


The resolutions, among a number adopted at the board's annual meeting in 
Chicago, will be forwarded as memorials to the church's 1960 General Conference 
next April. Some highlights of the resolutions: 


Chinas “Looking forward to the day when the People's Republic of China can 
take its proper place in the council of nations, we recommend that the United 
States use every possibility to seek a settlement... (including) the possibility 
of trade with Communist China under the same laws and regulations that govern 
US trade with the USSR and other Communist countries." 


Disarmament: "..,Christians can be satisfied with nothing less than general 
and complete disarmament." 


Nuclear Warfare: "When Christians contemplate the consequences of modern 
war, whether launched by intention or accident, they are increasingly forced to 
the conclusion that here is the greatest social evil of all. No longer is there 
any hope that resort to war, even to resist aggression, can secure justice or 
preserve important values." 


Population and World Peace: "We believe that planned parenthood, practised 
in Christian conscience, may fulfil rather than violate the will of God," 


World Economic Development: "All nations in the UN should be challenged 
to give one per cent of their gross national product to underdeveloped nations. 
Aid should be allocated on the basis of need and ability to absorb capital rather 
than on the basis of political or social ideology." _ EPS, Geneva 


Churches Study Afrikaner Family Life 


(Johannesburg) - Approximately two-thirds of all Afrikaans-speaking families in 
the Union of South Africa are "favourably disposed toward religion and the Church", 
according to first results of a new study published in Johannesburg. 


The study, based on interviews with 2,229 families from all parts of the 
country, shows 42 per cent lead "a devoted am exemplary life"; 22 per cent have 
"sa favourable attitude towards religion"; 20 per cent are "fairly indifferent" 
and 16 per cent are "completely indifferent or hostile". 


The inquiry over a seven year period is part of a study of Afrikaner family 
life described as "one of the most comprehensive social surveys" ever undertaken 
in the Union of South Africa. Eventually to be published in l2 volumes, the 
survey has been conducted by the Dutch Reformed Churches in South Africa, 


Other sections of the study reveal a decline of 62 per cent in one genera- 
tion in the birth rate — the average number of children in families interviewed 
was 2,37 as compared with 6.19 in the families from which the parents themselves 
had come. The study attributed the decline to the fact that Afrikaans—speaking 
families are rapidly losing their pastoral background, while at the same time they 
are improving their social and economic position, It noted that the higher the 
income, the smaller the number of children and that the snallest number of chil- 
dren are born into families in which the father has a high professional status 
and the parents have reached a high standard of education, 
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5s ie 
A third section on divorce reports that one out of every seven marriages 


ended in divorce between 1954 and 1956 as compared with one out of every thirty 
in between 1915 and 1917. 


Fuvure volumes will deal with neglected children, juvenile delinquency, 
unmarried mothers and working mothers. EPS, Geneva 
? 


De Blank Hits Marriars Ban 


(Capetown) - Archbishop Joost| de Blank of the Anglican Church of the Province of 
South Africa, outspoken oppon-nt of apartheid, said that the nev mixed marriages 
daw in South Africa makes it "an open question" whether or not Anglican priests 
Will continue to scive as marriage. officers for the state. 


Calling the law "monstrous", the prelate declared: "When two sane, res— 
ponsible Christians offer themselves to each other in the life-long bond of holy 
matrimony, it is near hlasphemy to call such a relationship immoral if differences 
in skin pigmentation are involved, EPS, Geneva 


Korean Church Snlit Widens 


(Seoul) - A substantial minority group of the Presbyterian Church of Korea which 
walked out of sessions of its 44th General Assembly last September has held its 
own assembly and elected a moderator ‘see EPS Nos. 40, 47). 


The dissident group is also reported to have seized control of the church's 
large seminary at Seoul and to have rejected a plan for reconciliation put for- 
ward by representatives of US and Australian Presbyterian Churches. 


The new moderator of the group, which calls itself the National Association 
of Evangelicals, is the Rev. Yang Hwa Suk, the former vice-moderator of the 
Assembly before the split. 


The rift stems from a dispute which developed in the church when the minority 
group opposed continued membership of the church in the World Council of Churches 
and attackel the use of the wri "united" in the title of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA. The US church supports the Korean church's work. 


One of the compromise proposals rejected by the NAH suggested that the 
church sever all relations with the World Council for three years after which the 
matter would be put to 2 vote again by a re-constituted General Assembly. 


The peace propcsals were advanced by missionaries of the Presbyterian Church 
in the US (Southern), the United Presbyterian Church in the WSA (Northern), and 
the Presbyterian Church of Australia. 


The seminary at Seoul, which with an enrolment of 500 students, is one of 
the largest in the werld, lies on government property temporarily granted to 
the church when its buildings were destroyed in the war. Its seizure by the 


NAE took place when faculty and students were in the process of moving from the 


building to new facilities after officials had unsuccessfully tried to obtain 
permission to buy the property. Reports said the NAE group appeared and took 
physical possession of the school's furniture and records as well as the building, 
The original seminary group is meanwhile located at the Taikwang Academy, another 
Presbyterian institution in Seoul. EPS, Geneva 
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Dutch Archbishop Advocates Hcumenism 


_ 


Lebar ~- Archbishop Bernard Jan Alfrinck of Utrecht, leading Roman Catholic 
prelate in be Netherlands, has spoken approvingly of "the richly blessed ecu- 
menical trend" that is "drawing Rome and the Refornation closer together". 


: In an address to Roman Catholic women, reported in the Dutch Catholic 
Volkskrant", the archbishop said there were "authentic Christian values" more 
carefully preserved in Reformed Christianity than in the Church of Rome. But 

the archbishop said that the Reformation churches had thrown out some things that 
turned out to be more"scriptural" than they had thought. 


; Hailing a better spirit of understanding, the Roman Catholic leader said: 
Striving for unity means trying to get nearer to one another. You are not | 
really striving for unity if you merely keep on asking the other party to cross 

over to your side". 


; According to the archbishop, Catholics of the last generation regarded the 
Bible as a Protestant book, but today Bible study is being strongly encouraged 
in the Catholic Church. Many Catholics, he noted, favour making the Eucharist 
more of a communal meal and like extemporary prayers more than set forms, He 
noted less stress on monastic life and conpulsory confession and said even com- 
pulsory Sunday mass and devotions to Mary were the subject of critical discussion 
in some Catholic circles. 


Archbishop Alfrinck emphasized the "ecumenical life does not mean that every-— 
one will hold identical beliefs. Ecumenism is a search for truth", he declared, 
and "the common search for truth and the common recognition of truth bring unity? 


Although he advocated an attempt to seek essential agreements and common 
"outward forms", the archbishop warned that the process would be “long and weary". 
He urged emphasizing agreements and then carrying on discussion about the remain- 
ing big differences in the resulting improved atmosphere, EPS, Geneva _ 


Huxley's Views Debated 


(Chicago) - Two prominent theologians - a Ronan Catholic and a Protestant - 
have taken sharp issue with noted British biologist and professed atheist Sir 
Julian Huxley's contention that all religions are doomed and that science and 
religion are unalterably split. 


They were the Rev. J. Franklin Ewing, 8.J., professor of anthropology at 
Fordham University and Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan, Lutheran professor of historical 
theology at the University of Chicago's Federated Theological Faculty. Both 
were speakers at an Institute on "Science and Theology" held as part of a con- 
vocation conumenorating the 100th anniversary of Charles Darwin's “Origin of 


Species"™,. 


Father Ewing declared that any apparent warfare between science and religion 
is only the conflict of human beings who have had different experiences. a Wg PU 
perceived by science or philosophy is ultimately from God, Who is the author of 
all truth", he declared, “That God should contradict Himself is unthinkable", 


Sir Julian had told the Institute that the “split between religion and 
science" could only be nended "through acceptance by science of the value of 
religion as an organ of evolving man, and acceptance by religion that religions 
do and nust evolve", 
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He said man should stop worshipping "supernatural rulers" and should embrace 
an evolutionary religion rooted in modern scientific knowledge which would be 
able to "define our sense of right and wrong more clearly so as to provide a 
better moral support and focus the feeling of sacredness on fitter objects" . He 
said this new religion would "sanctify the higher manifestations of human nature 
in art and love, in intellectual comprehension and aspiring adoration, and would 
emphasize the fuller realization of life's possibilities as a sacred trust", 


{ In reply, Father Ewing, declared that "God is the Creator of nan, body and 

$ soul, Whether He used the method of evolution for the preparation of the hunan 
body or created it from wnorganized matter is not of prinary importance. In 
either case He is the creator", 


In accepting evolution as a "valid scientific theory", Father Ewing said 
Catholic writers from the beginning have made it clear that a "true spiritualistic 
evolution — one which allowed of the hunan spirit and the fact of God the Creator 
-— does not coue into opposition with Catholic dogna", 


Dr. Pelikan, in rebuttal of Lr. Huxley, noted that "the central meaning of 
the Biblical words for 'create' is divine activity, regardless of when the 
'creating' is said to have taken place or how or from what previously existing 
materials, if any", 


"Creation, therefore, is not principally an account of origins, but of de- 
pendence upon God," he said. 


The Lutheran theologian observed that some doctrines have gone into hiber- 
nation and later were "radically reconceived and reinterpreted," adding that 
something Sinilar may be happening to the Christian doctrine of creation at the 
present time. 


"From quiet corners all over Christendon," he said "theologians are listen- 
ing to scientists with seriousness and hunility. He added that so deep is their 
devotion to the task that "they will not let theologians pose as scientists 
(or) scientists pose as theologians", 


He observed that Sir Julian's grandfather, Thomas Huxley the biologist who 
supported Darwin's theory one hundred years ago, had said: "Science seems to me 
to teach in the highest and strongest manner the great truth which is embodied 
in the Christian conception of entire surrender to the will of God." EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


Representatives of five North Auerican Lutheran churches have recommended 
publication of a six-volume Spanish edition of Martin Luther's works at a cost 
of about $600,000. The action was taken at a necting of the Department of 
Lutheran Cooperation in Latin America of the National Lutheran Council. 


Lop Ory 
Bishop Lajos Vett, head of the Hungarian Lutheran Church, has recovered 


sufficiently from a recent heart attack to be able to resume his work at the 
beginning of 1960, according to a report of the Hungarian Church Press, 


AK 
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The first of a four-part series by the British Broadcasting Corporation 
on the work of the World Council of Churches has received a review fron Daily 
ees TV critic James Thomas. Thomas said the film based on refugee problens 
was "an exceptional contribution" and "created a disturbing emotional atmosphere 
aimed squarely at destroying the apathy with which 13 years after the war the 
wandering thousands are faced", Title of the series is "The Cry Goes UDy eee 


aye ea 


; Congregational Christian churches in llassachusetts (US) have sent an air-— 
freight load of 44 purebred calves and turkeys to farmers in Teheran under aus- 


pices of Heifer Project, an inter-faith organization which helps replenish agri- 
cultural stocks in needy areas abroad. 


KK 


The five-member World Council of Churches delegation to churches in the USSR 
was met at the iloscow Airport by Metropolitan Nicolai, chairman, and by Archi- 
mandrite Nikodim, vice-chairman of the Council for Foreign Church Relations of 
the Russian Orthodox Church. fhe delegation arrived in the Soviet capital 
Thursday, December 3, following a 42-hour delay in Prague because of fog (see 
EPS No. 46). 


ish ears 


The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church has authorized con— 
tinued discussions with representatives of the Gereforneerde Churches in the 
Netherlands, with a view to ultimate reunion. The Gereforneerde Churches broke 
away from the majority Reformed (Hervormde) Church during the nineteenth century, 
A joint commission has been meeting to strengthen understanding and fellowship 
between the two groups. 

x * 


Dr. W.F. Golterman, secretary of the Ecumenical Council in the Netherlands, 
has reported to the Council that there are now 10,000 Pentecostal Christians in 
the country in about 50 congregations. Dr. Golterman said the official 
churches are neglecting the doctrine of "the last things" and spiritual healing 
and need to give a more positive answer to the questions raised by Pentecostalism, 


Shah er) 

Dr, Hendrikus Berkhof, former Dean of the Netherlands Reformed Theological 
Seminary at Driebergen, near Utrecht, and lecturer at the "Church and World" lay 
institute, has been appointed Professor of Dogmatics, Christian Ethics, Evangelism 
and Church Law in the University of Leyden. Professor Berkhof is a member of 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches and an ecumenical leader 
in the Netherlands. 

* * 


The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr,, Negro integration leader, has 
announced he will move next February fron Montgomery, Ala., to Atlanta, Ga,, in 
the hope of expanding his fight for integration in the southern United States. — 
Dr. King is the pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery. In 


‘Atlanta he will serve as co-pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church with his father, 


The position is expected to give hin nore tine and a better location from which 
to direct the campaign of the Southerm Christian Leadership Conference, which 
he heads. EPS, Geneva 
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Orthodox to Prepare Christian Unity Statement 


(Chicago) —~ A statement on Christian unity will be drafted by the Eastern Ortho- 
dox Churches at the Pan-Orthodox meeting on the Island of Rhodes, it has been 
announced in Chicago by Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America. (See EPS No. 38) 


The Archbishop said the statement will be sent to the World Council of 
Churches with which many Orthodox bodies are affiliated, before it holds its 
Third Assembly in 1961 at New Delhi, India. It will also be forwarded to the 
Vatican before the Ecumenical Council called by Pope John XXIII is convened. 


The Orthodox meeting, which is scheduled to last about ten days, will be 
the first of its kind since 1921. Representatives of the Armenian, Jacobite, 
Coptic, Ethiopian and 01d Catholic Churches are expected to attend. The 
Orthodox Churches in Russia and Yugoslavia have already accepted the invitation 
to take part. In Geneva it has been learned that the meeting is scheduled for 


some time "soon after Easter’. It had earlier been announced for July. 
EPS, Geneva 
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Anglicans Demand Repeal of Area Segregation Act 


ale 2 Africa) - Repeal of an act which provides for the segregation of 
outh Africa S various racial groups into separate zones has been urged by a large 
majority vote of the Capetowmm Anglican Synod. 


The synod denounced the measure, known as the Group Areas Act, as “un— Chris-— 
tian", "cruel", "unjust" and "tyrannical", The Rev. F.J. Rumsay, in moving 
the resolution, said that the church "should say to the government: ‘We hold 
you responsible for the cruelty of this act and the suffering and suicides re- 
sulting from it.' It is no use timidly to ask the government to carry out this 
inhuman measure in a humane way", he declared. "You cannot say, ‘I am going 
to cut your throat in a humane manner'", 


In another session Dr. Joost de Blank, Diocesan Archbishop, told the synod 
that the Group Areas Act makes it "categorically" impossible to carry out plans 
to establish a multi-racial school or to admit non-white children to an existing 
Anglican school. Ne said that as an alternative, while the church continues 
to fight against the Act, it will make every effort to establish at least one 
non-white school in which the facilities are as good as the church's schools for 


whites, EPS, Geneva 


Ancient Lexicon Discovered 

(Athens) - What ranks as a major discovery in theological literature has been 
found in Greece. It is the famous Lexicon of the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople, Photius, the Greek Orthodox scholar and theologian who was 
primate of the Church during the 9th century at the time of the schism which 
led to the separation of the Churches of the East and West. 


The ancient document was discovered in a Greek Orthodox monastery in 
Macedonia by Bishop Philipos of Grevena on a recent trip. Plans to publish it 
in the original have been made by the Theological Faculty of the University of 
Thessalonika. Certain parts of the Lexicon have been known to a few scholars, 
but this is believed to be the only complete copy in existence, KHPS, Geneva 


Ethiopia Authorizes LW Radio Station 
(Geneva) ~ Authorization to set up a radio station in Ethiopia has been granted 
to the Lutheran World Federation. 


Government approval of a franchise application submitted by the LWF a 
little over a year ago means it can now go ahead with plans to establish a 
powerful broadcasting unit capable of reaching all parts of Africa, western 
and southern Asia. This is the first time Ethiopian authorities have given 
a private agency permission to establish a radio station in the country. 


The LWF installation will have a 50,000-watt short wave transmitter for 
long-range broadcasting and a powerful medium wave transmitter for local 
broadcasting. Programme production studios will also be set up in South 
Africa and Tanganyika. No date has been set for beginning the operation, 
pending a study of possible sites, the type of equipment needed and’ the recruit- 


ment of personnel. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC leader Addresses Russian Baptists 


(Moscow) = Despite the severest frost of the last ten years, an overflow 
congregation of more than 2,000 worshippers filled Moscow's only Baptist church 
to hear a plea for Christian unity from Dr. W.A, Visser 't Hooft, general 
Secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


q The WCC leader's 20-minute message in which he appealed for prayers for 
such unity as will serve peace and better mutual understanding" brought tears 
to the eyes of many of the worshippers, reports said. 


Later Dr, Visser 't Hooft and others of the five-member WCC delegation in 
Russia for a two-weeks' visit had a one-hour interview with Russian Baptist 
leaders. The WCC delegation, in the USSR as guests of the Moscow Patriarchate 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, is expected to return to Geneva on December 18. 
(See EPS No. 46) EFS, Geneva 


Birth Control Issue Called "Football" 


(Newark, A te Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North 
and South America, said last week that the controversy in the United States 
over birth control is being "handled like a football, even by churchmen." 

(See EPS No. 48) 


NS EE Snr. 


es. 


The Orthodox leader told a meeting in Newark, N.J., that the issue is 
"not a topic for discussion" and should never have been brought before the 
public, He said the question of childbirth should be understood as "a moral 
responsibility". 


ele a ee 


Not to avoid childbirth, the prelate declared, "is a duty binding on all" 
as well as the care of children "in the nurture and admonition of the Lord". 
The Orthodox Church is strongly opposed to any form of artificial birth control. 


Oe a ee 


Arbishop Iakovos said the argument in favour of birth control is based on 
"the premise that society must forever banish from the face of the earth hunger, 
misfortune, juvenile crime, social revolution and wars, since all these are 


(seen as) a consequence of over—population"., While this argument "may be 
correct," he said, it is "entirely negative". He said mankind should follow 
the Biblical injunction to "be fruitful and wultiply", and added, "we have not 
| yet replenished the earth to such an extent that over-population has resulted 
| in degrading the dignity of man." EPS, Geneva 
Asian Colleges Offer Free Student Places 
| (Rangoon) — Five theological colleges in Asia have offered a free place to a 
student from another Asian country and others are reported considering doing 
| SO. 


The plan has been arranged following a recommendation of the constituting 
Assembly of the East Asia Christian Conference. HACC member churches have been 
asked to have interested students submit applications before March 1 to the EACC 
Secretary for Inter-Church Aid, the Rev. Alan A. Brash, Christchurch, New Zealand. 


Colleges offering the free places are: United Theological College, Bangalore, 
India; Hong Kong Union Theological College; New Zealand Baptist College; Taiwan 
Theological College, Taipei; and the Tainan Theological College. EPS, Geneva 


No. 49 - 18th December, 1959, | * 


Greek Church Dedicates Deaconess School 


(Athens) - Archbishop Theoklitos of Athens and All Greece has opened and blessed 


a new school and hostel for deaconesses, the first to be run by the Greek Ortho- 
dox Church in modern times. 


Saint Barbara's has been under construction since 1950 and in partial 
operation since 1957, Training courses in social work are given to twelve 
deaconesses every year. The hostel accommodates 90 students, many of then 
taking other courses at the University of Athens. 


Gifts to help with the project have come through the WCC from churches 


abroad, including the Disciples of Christ and the Protestant kpiscopal Church 
in the USA. 


Also taking part in the dedication were Professor Andreas Phytrakis, the 
general director of the Home Mission of the Church of Greece; the school's 
Supervisor, Professor Hamilcar Alivisatos; and Miss Sophia Mourouka, the 
director of St. Barbara's, who studied in the United Kingdom on a scholarship 
from the World Council of Churches in preparation for her work, EPS, Geneva 


Three Australian Churches Unite Missionary Training 


(Sydney) - Mission boards serving three major Australian churches will open a 
united missionary college next January as "a witness to the ecumenical nature 
of the Church's task today". 


The institution, to be known as "All Saints! College - Australian School 
for Ecumenical Mission", will train ministers, teachers, nurses, agriculturalists, 
builders, social workers, secretaries and technicians in communicating the 
Christian mecsage and understanding the people they will serve. 


Cooperating in support of the institution are the mission boards of the 
Methodist and Presbyterian Churches and the London Missionary Society, which 
serves the Congregational Churches. Plans provide for use and possible enlarge-— 
ment of existing facilities at the Methodist Church's Sydney college. 


The first principal of the new college is the Rev, Francis Whyte of the 
London Missionary Society, an Australian who has served for twenty years with 
the United Church of Northern India in Bengal. 


An announcement of the foundation of the united college says “it is en- 
visaged as a first step in the development of a centre of study and training 
for Australia, the Pacific area and the Asian churches". The constitution 
provides for admission of missionary students from boards belonging to the 
National Missionary Council of Australia. EPS, Geneva 


Churchmen Offer to Act as Strike Mediators 


(Detroit) - The National Council of Churches (US) has offered its services as 
a mediator in the prolonged US steel strike. 


In a unanimously adopted resolution its General Board said that it made 
the offer because continuation of the strike now in its fourth month, "can 
lead to consequences with regard to freedom in collective bargaining which 
neither the steel companies nor the union want, and which can also impair other 
freedoms in our national life." It added that "a major industry immobilized,.. 
is a serious reflection upon democratic institutions". 
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In another resolution the policy-making board defended the right of the 
government to intervene in strikes when it can aid free bargaining through 
mediation or when it is necessary to protect the public welfare. In a state- 
ment on "Ethical Issues in Industrial Relations of Concern to Christians", it 
also said that union membership as a condition of continuing employment should 
be neither required nor forbidden by law. The 2,500 word pronouncement was 
approved by 73 delegates and opposed by 16, with 12 abstaining. EPS, Geneva 


Revised Greek New Testament in Preparation 


(Athens ) - A committee of scholars and theologians has begun work on a new 
revised critical text of the New Testament in Greek. 


The work has been undertaken by the Theological Faculty of the University 
of Athens which has access to several docunents and manuscripts not available 
to editors of earlier. editions. As a result, a spokesman said, it is believed 
that the new text will be the most accurate edition ever published, 


When completed the new text is expected to replace the edition currently 
in use by Greek Orthodox churches. Publication is expected some time in 1960 


The new text will be the first prepared by Greek Orthodox scholars. Previous 
ones have been prepared by non-Greek New Testament experts. The text currently 
in use was prepared in 1898 by a German scholar, the Rev, Eberhard Nestle, DD, 
for the Bible Society of Wtirttemburg, Germany. This edition has been revised 
Several times since, the last time in 1958 when it was published in England with 
a detailed listing of alternative readings. BPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


The government of Ghana has restored to church missions the control of 
schools established by missions in the Volta region, formerly British Togoland. 
The government took over the schools last year charging that they were being 
used for political activity against the territory's integration with Ghana. 


rae rah 


A delegation representing 50,000 natives of Papua, the Australian territory 
in the Island of New Guinea, has asked the Australian Minister for Territories 
to curb the flow of missionaries into Papua. The delegation expressed gratitude 
for the work of various mission schools and hospitals, but said there were already 
so many different missions from different denominations working there that the 
Situation had become confusing to the Papuans. A report said the delegation was 
advised to direct their request to the next UN mission that will come to Papua 
on behalf of the UN Trusteeship Committee. 


UR. AT 


An international study centre will be opened in January at Piriapolis, 


Uruguay, under auspices of the INCA. Lecturers from Uruguay and abroad will 


conduct courses in philosophy, the arts and other subjects. 
* * 
The largest Lutheran body in South Africa, the 120-nenber 
Batswana Church, has been formally established on an autonomous basis at a con- 


stituent assembly held in Rustenberg, The church is the outgrowth of 102 years' 
work in the country by German Lutherans of the Hermannsburg Mission, EPS, Geneva 


The next issue of EPS will be published on January 8, 1960. 


OF NEWS 


INDEX 


ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE DURING THE SECOND SEMESTER 195 


ON ODN I VURING Th SEUOND SEMESTER 1959 


GENERAL: 


Russian Church Visitors Conclude Geneva Visit Wen de" aise fo! |e! fe! aio then ceed 
Rapid Social Change Vonrerencey Wulyie5 = Ausust: 2 ‘so. a uke LB 
MU LOR, Reports leetetsc. 78) Churches, iis lieved al ie wesc kg he a eoe 
YMCA Challenged to Work on Frontiers ....e..e.ee 029 
Presbyterian World Alliance Will Meet in Brazil July Syomient Tek 229 
First Ecumenical Youth Assembly in Europe is Planned . 4... « +29 
WCC Lists Summer Meeting Schedule ... . a Sy ot Caihian e's patie 
World Conference Maps Action in Areas of thedyee (Dutch Reformed 
Churchman Speaks on Race - American Missionary Calls for New 
Methods - Niles Urges "Solidarity" with Non-Christians ~ Churehes 
Urged to Aid in Underdeveloped Areas ~ Economist Rebukes "Aca- 
demics'-— Kenya Political Leader Wants "Militant" Church). ... .31 
Pee Roman Oetholie leaders Mash tutateitd ieee foe kee a + awlaet ee 
World Presbyterian Alliance Opens Council Sessions ..«...e.ee ee) 
che student Wortd rs ts can CMineter Sf Sata aS oe ce. Fee ee eee ne 
World Presbyterian Alliance oigsee Peo oLOMs wt DRAV Tews ca stetlte totes 
IWF Commission on World Mission in Denmark ....e...e- oY Ne oe 
First Reports from WCC's Central Committee in Rhodes (Ontos Role 
in Ecumenical Movement Praised - Roman Catholic Ecumenical Council 
Issue Raised - State, Church Greet Delegates - Proselytism Criti- 
cised - Mutual Study Advised for Eastern and Western Churehes - 
Closer WCC Ties with East Europe Churches Forecast — Careful 
Planning Urged for WCC Third Assembly - WCC-IMC Integration Stirs 
Debate - Orthodox Churches Object — Suspension of Nuclear Weapons 
Tests Urged - Moscow's Metropolitan Nikolai Greets WCC Central 
Committee — Study of "Faith and Order" Planned — Evangelism Study 
Report to be Published - CCIA Asks for Negotiation or Mediation 
in Algeria - Talks with Roman Catholics “Absolutely Informal" Say 
Orthodock 4 oars F ‘ eo ide Ole? ot aiuehle Vis ures Kenle 
Full Church Fellowship huona IWF Members Deved Mees et wy bce of 1 aeea nena 
Message from World Alliance of Reformed Churches to Member Churches 44 
New WCC President is Elected - Third Assembly - Nuclear Weapons 
Testing — Algeria — IMC-WCC Integration - World Refugee Year - 
Budget — Faith and Order Future — Headquarters Property .... «35 
Metropolitan Nikolai's Message of Greeting to the Participants in 
the Meeting of the Central. Committee of the WCC. shee ale ave “eOD 
International Missionary Council Plans for Future. iss 2s «(ee 6 9G 
Roman Catholic Journalists Describe Rhodes Meeting with Orthodox. .37 
Orthodox Spokesman ‘Says "No Formal Talks" with Rome . . « » 2 « se eDdI 
Meeting of Roman Catholics and Orthodox at Rhodes, August 21,1959 .37 
Family Plsnnine Held as Christsan Responsibility. ie “sow, 0s (eis alow OO 
Orthodox Leader Cites Success of WCC Rhodes Meeting . « « « « « « 038 
Dutch Reset tied wi TaawCo. Add a te taeniebs slic! ia ce gecis’ Es ts copie is jet te ‘ie neo 
CCIA Issues UN Memo... Re | eek alc euaeP bias ete ee hae lathe valine: So tacmavoe 
Churches Aid Typhoon iets RAS ain tare Op eae ee Ae PORE Ee AR PREP, Se, 
World YWCA Council Meets in Mexico ... . bh ei tel wire, eure ee 
South African Appointed Secretary of Pant ere es potrersnds Salted teen ieee 
WMA dadapanese Dyphoon- Wo tima iia iw as ie gel le vee fe a fe ee 5 4G 
WCC Issues Second Appeal for Japan Typhoon Victims .. + « « « « Al 
WCC Asks Milk Supplies as US Cuts Programme . . . 1.2 «© © e «© © © ofl 
Wepeer nek Gueiege Tests Batts «bs 6 « se kes eee ee we ee we 
Orthodox Leadex Reaffirms Unity Views . «2 « « « ¢ » » © 8 0s © 42 
be Dales SMe MIP EE Ce) eck! a lg. ete: wv ye.18 we. le bbl ee te Dwaey 
Dee ee Pe eee Rte ee tw No tet eta: aes ee ae a Pe ED 
Asian Churches Aid Typhoon Victims .. SOTA Soe RAS ee WR pa Gee Be kT 
WSCF Urges Christian Contacts with Moslem Students. + 0 6 ecate, 244 
WCC Support Pledged to "Freedom from Hunger" Campaign . « . .. « «44 


a” hg 


| 
: 
: 


a as ee 


Page 2 


APRICA: 


ARGENTINA 
AUSTRALIA 


Week of Prayer for Unity Will Stress Local Congregation 


OG Groupe kos. Vii Rigmtiaay si ol 2 uae ae 
John Edwards Dies in PeTASUOUL a pM ain 6 Paced e670" 5 
Aid Asked for Moslem Belugee:Schodla cre jus (00 ue 
Africa Rapid Social Change Consultation . 


Roman Catholic Council Asked to Speak on Religious Lib 


Father Timiadis Named to WCC Post ....e.... 
Asian Colleges Offer Free Student Places .... 
WCC Leader Addresses Russian Baptists . 
Ethiopia Authorizes LWF Radio Station. 
Africa Sunday School Curriculum Progresses: .°. . 


African Churches Seen Losing Ground ....... 
Orthodox Cause Expands in East Africa ...... 


: Jehovah's Witnesses Demand Legal Recognition . . 


AUSTRIA: 
BELGIUM: 


BRAZIL: 
CAMEROONS 


CANADA: 


COLOMBIA: 


CUBA: 


Australian Churches to Study Common Bases .... 
Roman Catholic Attitude Seen Impeding Unity... 
Australian Council Asks Nuclear Test Ban .... 
Cigser\)Russis-West ies )Halled.) s) le moe Ske ou 


: Australia Suggests Probe of Church Situation Under 


erty 


Communism 


e 


Australian Churches Aid “Soldiers' Children" in Japan . 


Three Australian Churches Unite Missionary Training 


New Guinea Asks for Less Australian Missionaries 
"Psychological Difficulties" of Union Cited... 


Additional Gift for Protestant Pavilion Centre . 
Ecumenical Courses at Louvain University .... 


e 


Belgium to Increase Support for Congo Mission Schools 


Merger Possibilities Cited for Brazilian Presbyterians 


: Cameroon Churches Move Towards Unity ...... 


Canadian Baptists Reject WCC Membership Move .. 


Archbishop Clark Installed as Canada's Ninth Primate 


Lolontiantuey Teacher Slatin. sede er alteieier wile 


Colombian Presbyterian Church Becomes Independent ..... 
Colombian Bishops Authorize Compensation for Damaged Church 
Evangelical Communications Advance in Latin America . 


Colombia Asks Report on Protestant Charges .. 


Cuban. J outn) Defends Castro. a. siren) is tetas 6) eons) 6 
Cuban Church, Couwieii supports Castros. << soe.« 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA: Czech Methodists Ordain Women . ..e«. ww 


DENMARK: 
ETHIOPIA: 


Merger Plan Put to Danish Free Churches .. ... 


Ethiopian Patriarch Elevated in Coptic Church. . 
Ethiopia-Soviet Pact Stirs Concern . ..e«.+««. 
Ethiopia Authorizes LWF Radio Station « « « « « « 


Orthodox Institute at Helsinki University . .. . 


Hieraiinartay tor UALUY ile we) wh ete. ©. Wom ie es 
Roman Catholics Asked to Pray with Protestants in 
France's Taizé Community Starts New Ventures .. 
French Churches Launch Food Appeal for Algeria 


Late Abbé Couturier's Prayer Week Spreads . . . « « « « 


3 ‘Page 3 


GERMANY: 


HUNGARY: 


ICELAND: 


———— ee eee 


INDIA: 


ISRAEL: 
“ITALY: 


Bishop Dibelius Scores "Era of Barbarity" .. 
Roman Catholic Church Elevates POEs es ne oF soley 
German Kirchentag, August Lem le pesn Mami oh! 4. yo. ble 
German Youth Will Attend Vienna Youth POStIVAL, a5 
Strong Atheist Note in "Youth Dedication" Instruction 


. e ° ° 


Bast German Churches Told No New Literature Restrictions 


East German Newspaper Attacks Kirchentag 


East German Christian Youth Denied Right to Attend School 


German Youth Will Not Attend Vienna Festival . 


Bishop Dibelius Criticizes Pamphlet Attacking Niemdller . 
370,000 at Final German Evangelical Kirchentag Service 


Bishop Stresses Partnership in Missions’ ).0's 4°, %) 4 
New Report Cites German PLOT Sy ONO TURES CU! Sine iis oe 
More Visits Between Russian, German Churches . 
State Authority Issue Stirs German Controversy 
German Church Approves WCC-IMC MGC TS iagte Leavee eitianoowe 
Kast Germans Reject Pastor's Release PSUs thon a, ugh e 1 
Church Rejects Dibelius' Views ..... SON Cr ct ROO eer 
Walter Freytag Dies at 60; Was WCC Leader .... , 
German Czech Exchange Visits Planned . Eesti 
Bishop Dibelius Conducts East Berlin Service .... 
Hromadka Sees Atheism as World Phenomenon ...... 
Kast German Crowds Flock to Evangelism Campaigns .. 
Dibelius Essay Banned in East Berlin .... a Ge 


East German Church Conference Takes Stand on Socialist 


German Socialists Adopt New Statement on Church... 
Ghana Restores Control of Schools to Church ....-. 


University of Thessaloniki Names Kotsonis re yaar ve 
Greece—Vatican Relations Denied .iiclw vs se ieh lek ws 
Greek Hierarchy Rejects Some State Demands 


Salonica Celebrates 600th Anniversary of Saint's Death 


Orthodox Cause Expands in Bast Africa ......s 
Greek Church Dedicates Deaconess School ....+s.s-s 
BnCLaMe eri con Discovered «ly teeemercg ml a eltdiren erat 
Revised Greek New Testament Being Prepared ..... 
Orthodox to Prepare Christian Unity Statement .... 


New Meves Against Church Confirmation in Runenia 
Hungarian Reformed Pastors Addressed by Karoly Olt . 
New Constitution for Hungarian Reformed Church ... 


Icelandic Clergy Ask End to Force in Fishing Dispute 
BCunmetigal Ine eitite i LCGLEMG  geeees i elaine, de ecisslis 


Statenent of “Christian Concern" for Kerala ....e e 
Cardinal Cautions Roman Catholics in Kerala... . 
Bishop, Stresses Partnership in Missions 2... /s+.» » 
Indian Parliament Rejects Political Gag of Religion . 
Camo Lutherans Aira Nae eye sade: saute ie tee Wal wails cuhta be 


Moscow Church Official Heads Israel Mission .... 


Papal Encyclical Speaks on Church Unity . . 2... . 
Vatican Radio Announces RC-Orthodox Venice Conference 
nemameed (eo tian Penal Code Asked aise: Meanie ve. Wie 
Vatiean Defers Meetings with Orthodox... . «© « .«-e 
RC Ecumenical Coumcil in Three Years « «3 sie 0 e 
Cardinal Tisserant Explains Resignation... 
Italian Protestants Seek Equality Under Penal 


Code . 


Italian Protestants Dislike Eisenhower's Vatican Visit 


Pope Sets up Protestant Study Institute . . « « « « « 


* 


¢ 


FL 


Rites 


anned. 


Page 4 


JAPAN: 


KOREA: 


MEXICO: 


NETHERLANDS: Dutch Roman Catholics and Protestants Sponsor Meetings 


NEW_ZEALAND: New Zealand Churches Protest Against Race Discrimination 


NICARAGUA: 
NORWAY; 
PAKISTAN: 


Japanese Lutheran Merger Forecast .. 
AVACO Will Mark 10th Anniversary at pha et es Ce li rr gee De ee a yale 
"Denonstrated" Christian Unity Urged , 


. e e ° e . . « . . 


Division Mars Korean Presbyterian Assembly .., 
Korean Government Officials Praise Missions 
Korean Church Split Widens 


Caribbean Writers! Fellowship Organized ...... 


Netherlands 'Gereforneerde! Churches Seen Nearer to WHC, . 
Dutch Archbishop Advocates BGUMENTEM e.g pte. 6. le 
Dutch Churches Will Discuss Cpe rakieheh A ee 
10,000 Pentecostals in the NeTHe BEANS we \gi as eis, Sion. to 


NCC News fron New Zealand See OMe ay OG Fa cigtTantey oe a Olt) oe La 
New Zealand Storn Brews Over Mandy Foot ballerge,) 4 toh ens, 


Prayers Asked for Nicaragua EVEN COL VSMEOYUS ACG sos) verte Se ny 
Ecumenical Institute in NODWA Veal eee eats Rak athe eet e oh get gh 


Aid Asked for Flood Victims in West PAS TAMER, Pelagic eg a gake 


PHILIPPINES: Philippine Church Leader Denounces Former ier OLP Cy ep eistr, 


POLAND: 


RUMANTA: 


Philippine Churchmen Consider Rapid Social Chaney wey sate st 6 


Polish Leader Asks for Good Church-State Re tew tines = ely tat aatire 
Protestantism in Poland UnIGvece pa Ie Beye aetigicy of oe Olea 
Cardinal Underscores Faith of Poles . SL aliets ett sa-wite:/ (ene lcs ifeeie 


New Moves Against Church Confirmation in Rumania and Hungary 


SOUTH AFRICA: Dr. de Blank Challenges South African Premier . ..... 


SPAIN: 


SWEDEN: 


DOULA ALT Can eto Hi mecdi ue wrote day ele el ee oy 
Bownorenees le Deng ec ePassnor is iek aibwa'sl cell cieeaec danas octlcoes eles 
South Africa. Marriase Laws Repeal ‘Asked-. ¢ (s>s/s 6 ee 1s leg 
Christians Urged to Build Bridges Between Races , «se. .s.s-e 
Church Defends Multi-Racial Membership ...«.s.«+s eevee e 


Churches, ctudy Afrikaner: Family Life oy avs os + 
De Bian wile Marriage Gam) ct es sien une aire 
Anglicans Demand Repeal of Area Segregation Act . 
Prison Demanded for Spanish Pastor .....e#e-e 
AMNSS ty Gran tee Oo pan Toh ePAScor wens wing walls g oA ts 


TWOuNOmOns Gad Veron 1s Suma ue beet ce icine oo) kd eateo ec is alts 


SWITZERLAND: "Real Identification" Asked in Refugee Aid . 1...» +2 .ee-e 


TURKHY : 


New PL Sstonary Bo Mes ONen i Pe ABKea se o's fe.le ee atin ts) setts 
New*tra*’ in Ecunenroal Movement (Seen) saris «ss eet ele were 


mcuneny- Cal Patriavon’ RLanS Vitor Los wey shies isin. a eee yercei wn, 6 
New “Old Believers" Community Discovered in Turkey ..... 


UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC: LWF Ends Arab Clothing Distribution ....e.s-s 


UNITED KINGDOM: Industrial Mission Plan Proposed by Church of England . 


BBC Birth Control Broadcast Scheduled Despite Opposition ... 
Agreement on Church Government Held Necessary for Mergers . . 
ae Lend Ose mean Oe RE Pir WG elon pulsing oily iiletio sale .¢,0 \ 8 10 ,@%.0 
Methodists and Anglicans Will Share Church -, . «. e » eo « 
UK Methodists Welcome Unity Discussions . « . .« « « » 
Church of England Proposes Joint Baptisn, Confirmation Rites 
Anglican Bishop Sees No Need for Women Priests ...e-«ee 


Page 5 


URUGUAY: 
UP Re 


Christian Unity Advance Seen by Sri tieh headers ose" sr. 8 
Archbishop of Canterbury Comaends Khrushchev Proposal 
Anglican Study Group Recommends Change in Suicide Law 
Irish Anglicans Give Church to OMAN Henig LOB) eT is See tea) 
Scottish Anglicans Reject Anglicans! Invitation . 


Uruguay Ecumenical Centre Opened 


New Era Seen Dawning in Asian Missions ... HOMO LHER Orta apes 
Brethren Ask Reconsideration of Post-World War II Agreements 
Parochial High Schools Not Required, Augustana Lutherans Say 
Missouri Synod Approves Unity Talks with New Church . 
Lutherans Move Towards Unity AN wh Seis reek site y's crabs ah cates 
Roman Catholic Bishop Cites Desire for Unity 
Death of Roland Elliott, CWS Leader . 
First TV Bible Class in US 


e ° e ° . ° . e 
. e . e . . . * ° e ° . 


. e e J ° e . ° . e . . . . ° . 


Rumanian Orthodox Cite Obstacles to Cooperation with Roman Catholic 


Little Rock Church High Schools Close as Integration Proceeds 
Additional Gift for Protestant Pavilion Centre 
Dr. Charles T. Leber Dies in Brazil .... i Sod ee chao wile is 
Roman Catholic Theologian Hails Ecunenical Movenent 
Moin outh. GroirewMeainwal culacien Luvon vaca ek meee ok eh ciate 
Methodist Faculty Will Publish Social Action Study 
Baptists: Name Peace Commission Members ... ¢ s+ «6 «eee 
Merger Obstacles RaLisedefor-Moravienae. «ig. s.cc ble sens 
Church Unity Would Give Hope, Syrian Orthodox Prelate Says . 
Us Mennonites: Urge:hnd: on Pra jyudce: 6 ood ets sa\css. ese a eee 
Upchurch: Membership Hishest am History i sec) eo-cu eu <) accel 
Parse Uo! 5 Tudeh t Pare ure eran ae aie ete ey lsd Ee gh a ha ey Clam bees 
Hiorehchey: Viel te vlo menureneswirac died beter, vi nueoth ae Tuelae 
Pecnurches Support kh ruaicnoy evict ince deus A ey Nia tes 
"Year Abroad" Plan for Seminarians Announced ..: . +... 
pore or Cald War pelweenycuris pranar AS kedin gO el.) aula Melee 
Churches Urged to Aid in African Evangelism Efforts ..... 
HouvVnurcnesuPian World Order Giundawe s. civ ssicah eo vet 
Roman Catholic Theologian Attacks Family Planning Methods .. 
Metdod Ls. Usa MT SS Lon. VO) Aner eaten oe nao ihrer elses ct auial Metre stun 
New lutheran) Chureh, Plans Mcumenical Action.) a liscs el-slle st 
Afri oan, Churches Seen Losing. Ground « sa ush sie eerie) 'e ale Se ee 
Orthodox sueaden heads aye Upaey y AV 1 Was ia ipacas iw’ Yel Ce Merk atle lat le 
New Church Establishes Missions-Relief Agency . ......-. 


Pasnelicaveckivy reeds Common roLb Lettcpe sits cetlesis woe het lei et ete 
Newitork “irportsCispel site oped cated: rt gu eutal eer a te +e. tells 
Chur CH eT el ores ime cit oN Dacia ey Seema wnen 3d coy hy Greet ON Ue a ghey 


Anglican Prelate Woyld Accept Pope as Leader .... e+ ee 
Bite NEC 2 the eee Cher POC Vere a eth ems eielne yt ian ven iiet yah te bau elite 
CUD Cee CONtE DU Leola wu clit 08d alas. (ie lde Gre Miei rel revl whe si at: age ana, Sas v's 
Orthodox Headquarters Dedicated in New York City ....e-.» 
Up Unitarians, Universalists to Merge). Save .s)\e sete % = 
Ronan Catholics Report T tal 18.36 of World Population ... 
Presuvieraans to Study Overseas Missions (tel. cn 0) -e elm ste 
Daeourpemyvion am) NU Plan. Ts lcd sn, 8 nem oc .s 650. 0 8 ale 
Lutheran Urges Protestants, Catholics, Jews to Meet .... » 
American Leaders Survey Christian World Mission .....e..~. 
Cathcolic-Orthodox Reunion Evaluated by US Bishops . . » « « « 
Misr ihe GL lLoartueon bres lata ULSCGl iss se ws ke ee em es 
Assembly Preview Meeting Held . << « « «2 «se s wp © wo ow we 
Upietpdent: Gouterence Scheduled. ~celiel ie ei 89-8. ewe 8 
US Christians "Spiritually Illiterate", Conference Told... 


S 


Page 6 


US Church Offers Aid in Steel Strike Settlement 
Signs of European Church Unity Cited 

Youth Work Funds Sought in New York City 
US Catholic Bishops Attack "Family Planning" Advocates 
Presbyterians in US Seek Korean Reconciliation 


e 


Protestants Develop Mass Media in Latin America ° 


Progress Reported on US Faith and Order Commission 
Orthodox Leader Urges Bi-Lateral Unity Talks 
Birth Control Issue in US News Spotlight 

Methodists Ask US-China Trade Study 


Huxley's Views Debated .. 


US Churches Send Livestock to Teheran ; 


Churchnen Offer to Act as Strike Mediators 
Orthodox to Prepare Christian Unity Statenent 


Birth Control Issue Called "Football" 


@) 


° 


YUGOSLAVIA: Yugoslav Communist Sets Linits for Church . 
Macedonian Church Recognized 
Bible Shortage Reported in Yugoslavia. . 
New Roman Catholic Bible in Yugoslavia 


° 


° 


e 


U.S.S.R.: Moscow Patriarchate Will Decline Possible Rome Invitation 
Jehovah Witnesses Arrested in Soviet Union 
WCC Leader Addresses Russian Baptists 


? 


No. 50/26th Year December 22, 1959 
Qpecial Edition 
WCC DELEGATION PREDICTS CLOSER RELATIONS WITH USSR CHURCHES 


(Geneva) ~ The general secretary of the “orld Council of Churches predicted 
"closer relations" between churches in the USSR and the WCC on the return here 
today of a five-member World Council delegation from a 2 weeks visit in Russia. 


Dr. Wek, Visser 't Hooft told reporters at the Geneva airport that there 
had been no official "negotiations" with the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian 
Orthodox Church or with the Lutherans, Armenians and Baptists, with whom the 
delegation also talked. 


However, he said, "the future of our contacts was always the main subject 
of discussion". He predicted that the "get acquainted" process begun at a meeting 
of representatives of the WCC and the Moscow Church at Utrecht, Netherlands, in 
August 1958, would lead to more visits and exchanges of information. 


"We are still in a period of getting to understand each other better", 
he emphasized. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said the delegation had been received everywhere 
"with greet cordiality". In addition to talks at the Moscow headquarters of 
the Orthodox Church, the group took part in liturgies and worship services and 
visited the Orthodox theological academies in Zagorsk and Leningrad. Dr. Visser 
't Hooft spoke in the Moscow church of the Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitsy and 
Kolomna. He and another delegation member, U Kyaw Than of Burma, addressed a 
congregation in the Baptist Church. 


In Riga, where delegation members also preached, they met the archbishops 
of the Lutheran churches of Latvia and Estonia... In Moscow they conferred with 


Baptist leaders. 


A 24-day stay at Etchmiadzin in Soviet Armenia included talks, for the 
first time, with the Supreme Catholicos of the Armenian Church, in sight of 
Mount Ararat, traditional resting place of Noah's Ark after the flood. 


Reporting a welcome of "overwhelming cordiality" by the worshippers in 
churches, the World Courcil's general secretary said the delegation was greeted 
with "songs, shouts of welcome, the waving of handkerchiefs and joy at being 
with Christians of other churches". 


Be ie ia 


: However, he warned that it was impossible to sum up in a few minutes 
the very complicated situation of the Church in Russia. Every moment in a 
Communist country the Church exists in a situation that is not at all Christian, 
but based on an entirely other ideology", he said. "Moreover there is active 

enti-religious propaganda". 
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He continued: "Given these knowm facts we were impressed by all this 
Church is and does. Within this framework there is a very intense spiritual 
life, a convinced faith and a developed and impressive worship". He confirmed 
reports of other observers that "the churches were filled, and not only for our 
visit, but every Sunday, and in many places on week-days",. 


; Dr. Visser 't Hooft said there were many students in the theological 
academies and that "applications for entry are refused if the candidates are 
not up to the standard required to become priests", 


A second member of the WCC delegation, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, the 
director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, stressed 
that the visit had "no political purposes", 


"It is nevertheless a fact", he continued, "that we established personal 
relations in an atmosphere of warm friendship and on the basis of common Christian 
faith, This in itself is a significant contribution to better international 
relations", he declared. 


Dr. Nolde said there had been informal conversations with church leaders 
and on a few occasions with government officials of the Council of Religious 
Affairs about current international problems, including disarmament. 


"We emphasized that it is not enough to say we are for peace and against 
war", Dr. Nolde said. "It is necessary to attack the root causes of war and pre-~ 
vent or stop limited military conflicts carrying with them the danger of enlarge— 
ment", 


"We also said it is not enough to demand independence for colonial 
peoples", the CCIA director affirmed, "because there are non-colonial peoples 
living under a foreign yoke who are not permitted by free and popular vote to 
choose their government and elect their own officials", 


Dr. Nolde said more contacts would be needed to reach agreement on such 
points and that the churches must have "freedom publicly to express the agree- 
ments reached". He said"to do this requires the further development of open 
societies and further relaxation of international tension". 


Dr. Nolde said that in conversations the delegation stressed the orld 
Council's position that "there must be freedom to advance to constructive positions 
and to criticize governments when they threaten peace, justice and freedom". 

Dr. Visser 't Hooft noted that the five-member delegation, coming from 
five different countries and representing five different churches, was the "first 
fully international ecumenical group" ever to visit the USSR. In addition to 

Dr. Visser 't Hooft, who is a member of the Reformed Church of the Netherlands, 
the group was composed of: The Rev. Francis House, WCC associate general secre— 
tary, British, a member of the Church of England; Dr. Nick Nissiotis, assistant 
director of the WCC's Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, Switzerland, Greek, a member 
-of the Greek Orthodox Church; Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New York, New York, director 
of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint agency of the 


WCC and the International Missionary Council, United States, a member of the 
United Lutheran Church in America; and U. Kyaw Than, Rangoon, Burma, Baptist, 
administrative secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference. Mr, Alexandre 

de \'eymarn, a research officer in the WCC's General Secretariat, accompanied the 
delegation as interpreter. 


The visit to the US°R was one in a series resulting from lact year's 
Utrecht meeting. In June of this year two representatives of the Moscow Patriar- 
chate spent four weeks in Geneva conferring with World Council officials. They 
were Archpriest Vitaly M. Borovoy, of Vilna, a lecturer in early church history 
at the Leningrad Theological Academy, and Mr. Victor S. Alexeev, a lay secretary 
in the Moscow Patriarchate's office for inter-church relations. Later, in August, 
they both attended as observers the meeting of the WCC's policy-making Central 
Committee on the Island of Rhodes, 
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(See texts of farewell speeches page 4.) 
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The Patriarch Alexius of the Moscow Church and WCC general 
secretary Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft made speeches at a fare- 
well dinner in Moscow on December 17. The dinner was attended 
by many Orthodox clergy in Moscow, by the Metropolitan Nikolai 
of Krutitsy and Kolomna, head of the Russian church's Depart 
ment of External Relations, and by representatives of the Bap- 
tist churches and of the Soviet Government's Council of Reli- 
gious Affairs. 


Speech of Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft 


On this last day of our visit to the Holy Orthodox Church of Russia 
we are most glad to have the opportunity to give expression to our deep grati- 
tude to your Holiness for a number of benefactions which have been bestowed 
onus. We thank you first of all for the invitation to pay this visit to the 
Church of Russia. We thank you for the truly fraternal reception given to us. 
We thank you for the opportunity to come to know the spiritual life of the 
Church as it expressed itself above all in its services of worship to Almighty 
God and to our Lord Jesus Christ. We thank you for the opportunity given to us 
to mect also the Lutheran, Armenian and Baptist Churches with which your Church 
entertains fraternal relationship. “We thank you above all for the fact that 
wherever we went we were received as brethren who belong to one and the same 
family of believers in our common Lord and Saviour. 


It is the purpose of the orld Council to be an instrument of that 
gathering together of the children of God for which, according to St. John's 
gospel, our Lord gave His life. And we hope that our little delegation, re- 
presenting as it does five different churches, has been a sign and token of the 
realization of that purpose, 


It is the great privilege of Christians that when they meet together 
they find that, whatever may be the difference in language, in culture, in 
national history, they have a common basis which makes them recognize each 
other as children of one Father, and brothers for whom the Saviour died. We 
have had the happy experience that because of this common basis we found a 
common spiritual language between the faithful of your Church and ourselves. 
That is also the reason why in our informal discussions about the relation- 
ships between the Orthodox Church of Russia and the Jorld Council of Churches 
it was not difficult to arrive a an understanding concerning the next steps which 
are to be taken. We are happy to hear that your Holy Synod has already approved 
further measures to increase direct contacts and interchange and we do not doubt 
that in the coming years the relationships will grow increasingly profitable 
for both sides, 


We leave with deep thankfulness in our hearts for the faithful 
devotion of Christians in whose worship we have shared. Our hope for the 
future of the Church of Christ in Russia is based upon the scriptural truth 
that the Word of God is not bound and will continue its saving “ork in the 
future as it has in the past, Your church as well as other churches in the 
Soviet Union have show in troubled times that they live by that power which 
comes from the Holy Spirit and this power is eternal and ever creative. All 
churches in the world have entered into a period of history in which their 
faith will be tested, The changes in the social and cultural situation 
create new conditions in which the faith once delivered to the saints will 
have to be expressed in new forms. ‘Je will all together have to find the 
right answers to these new needs and we cherish the hope that your church 
with its age-old tradition may,in that process, be found to renew its strength. 


Our visit to the Holy Orthodox Church of Kussia has no political 
purposes. Nevertheless the very fact that personal contacts have been 
established in a spirit of friendship and Christian understanding is an 
important contribution to better international relations. The World Council 
of Churches reflects the concern of its member churches, which they also express 
on their/ behalf - for the promotion of peace, justice and freedom, Through 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs it maintains day to day 
contact with government officials who are responsible for international de- 
cisions and seeks to make constructive proposals concerning the solution of 
internation 1 problems. In offering this Christian testimony, the “‘orld 
Council steers its course between two unacceptable extremes. On the one hand, 
it refuses identification with any political ideology or national position 
and it avoids political entanglements, On the other hand, it cannot rest cont~ 
ent with vague generalities because it lmows that men often have cried "peace, 
peace" when there is no peace. The Christian witness must therefore be addressed 
to the concrete realities of the ever-contemporaneous situation in order to 
express more fully in human relations God's wi for peace, justice and freedom 
on earth. And the churches are called to teaok Bi y when all nations are 
willing to make sacrifices in the cause of peace do they have the right to ex- 
pect that they will enjoy the fruits of peace. 


In all their work together in the ‘orld Council the member churches seek 
to share with one another the diversity of spiritual gifts which they have been 
given by the One Spirit for their mutual enrichment and mutual correction. And 
as the Executive Committee wrote to Your Holiness in 1955 at the beginning of the 

ew contacts which led to the present happy relationships, the other Churches 
in the Council specially value the rich contributions already made by the Ortho- 
dox Churches. 


They ardently desire to receive from the Russian Orthodox Church also 
the fruits of its rich history and contemporary Christian experience. ile thank 
Cod for all the treasures of mystical experience and practical obedience in 
daily life; of liturgical community life and personal commitment; of the in- 
heritance of the certainties of the Faith and of interpretation of the eternal 
verities in ways which are meaningful for this generation. 


Our prayer as we part is that all that has passed between us during the 
last eighteen months and especially during this visit, may lead to a fuller 
sharing of all these treasures for the peace and unity of the whole Church of 
Christ dnd the fulfillment of its mission in the world. 
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speech of Patriarch Alexiu - 


ve are glad to welcome the dear gue ts of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
our brethren in Christ, representing the Christian churches united around the 


W ; i > i i 
See Council of Churches, on the Russian soil at the altars of ancient Orthodox 
Shrines, 


The Russian Orthodox Church looks on with sympathy at the efforts of 
our Christian brethren to overcome centuries-old divisions and to reunite men 
who worship God in different ways for working together in God's field. Our 
Church will help them in that task. 


Studying your already considerable achievements in thet good work has 
been to us a source of consolation and deep spiritual satisfaction. ‘le shall 
invoke God's blessing uvon your efforts in the future. ‘We shall strengthen 
our spiritual friendship while endeavouring to reveal to you the treasures of 
our ancient faith transmitted to us by the Apostles and Fathers of the Church. 


You have had the opportunity of seeing yourselves the piety and devout— 
ness of the faithful people of God in our filled churches. You have been able 
to see how important liturgical life and common prayer is to us, Orthodox 
Christians. Our strength lies in the sacraments of the Chureh through the 
mystery of which comes the unseen but the real presence of the Lord Himself among 
oe 


This remains perhaps beyond the comprehension of those observers who, 
seeing the Russian Church from outside, express their astonishment because of 
her vitality. That strength does not come from ourselves. It proceeds from 
he quickening grace of the Holy Ghost, and is due to the guidance of Divine 
Providence leading Christ's Church by ways inscrutable, known to God alone; 
thus we believe that separation of our church from the state has been accomplished 
for the good of the Church. 


The relations of the Russian Church with the Christian world at large, 
beyond the boundaries of our country, have been strengthened in recent years. 
Bonds of fraternity and friendship have been tightened with Christians of all 
denominations. 


Our Church welcomes and supports in the contemporaneous world all things 
that help to strengthen world peace, to improve mutual understanding between men 
and to build human society on love, freedom and justice. 


We witness with great satisfaction that much has been done in this 
respect. Still more could be done in the future if all men of good will should 
unite their efforts in this direction, 


Remaining above all in communion of prayer and canon law with our 
Sister—churches, the autocephalous national branches of the Universal Orthodox 
Church, we pray for the re--union of all Christian churches. We are induced to 
do so by our Lord's commandment about oneness of men in the bond of peace and 


love. 


That is the supreme goal of the ‘orld Council of Vhurches. And, as its 
General Secretary Dr. Visser 't Hooft has stressed, the “orld Council of Churches 
is not a "World Church" and its purpose is to promote unity exclusively by 
spiritual means and with full recognition of the indepemeave and particular charisma 
of each Church and each creed. We trust that the day will come when all may be 
one, when our Saviour's promise will be fulfilled: "and there shall be one flock 
and one Shepherd"(St. John, X, 16). 
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